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Facing State Aid Cuts, NJT
Projects $300-Mil. Shortfall
NEWARK – NJ Transit (NJT) Ex-

ecutive Director James Weinstein an-
nounced that the statewide transit
agency is “aggressively” confronting
current and future budget shortfalls that
have arisen due to the severe national
recession and the state’s $2.2-billion
current-year budget gap, and $11- bil-
lion Fiscal Year 2011 budget gap.

“In the transition report that I helped
prepare as head of the transportation
committee, we indicated that NJ Tran-
sit would face a budget deficit next
year (FY11) of about $200 million,”
Mr. Weinstein said. “After reviewing
more recent data, the projected oper-
ating deficit in FY11 is approaching
$300 million.”

“NJ Transit has an obligation to
balance its budget, and we cannot ask
the state for help it cannot afford to
give. We also cannot pretend other-
wise or we risk making a bad situa-
tion much worse,” he said. “Balanc-
ing the NJ Transit budget will take a
combination of actions and innova-
tive thinking about doing things dif-
ferently. But we will not compromise
on safety and service reliability, and
we will not ask our customers to pay
more at the fare box until we have
identified every possible efficiency,
and sacrificed internally,” the execu-
tive director emphasized.

Mr. Weinstein called for riders and
the public to provide input to NJT
while the agency develops the proper
mix of solutions to balance the bud-
gets while maintaining safe, reliable
bus and train service. Last week, Gov-
ernor Chris Christie announced an
11-percent subsidy reduction, about
$33 million, to NJ Transit’s Fiscal
Year 2010 state operating subsidy as
part of a number of steps the Gover-
nor is taking to close the state’s cur-
rent budget shortfall.

“This reduction is painful, but we
understand the challenge the state is
facing,” Mr. Weinstein said. “We know
the Governor appreciates the impor-
tance of the transit system to New
Jersey’s mobility, but we recognize
that difficult measures are required to
keep the state budget balanced.”

He said the budget outlook is even
grimmer for FY11, which starts July
1 for both the state and for NJT.

NJT officials said they would likely
be unable to depend on another round
of federal stimulus and other one-
time federal transportation funding,
which was utilized to help bolster the
operating budget by $150 million.

In addition, NJT is facing infla-
tionary cost increases for things such
as fuel and equipment parts, even as
ridership declined systemwide by
about 4 percent year to date, reducing
fare revenue.

Mr. Weinstein said NJT will be as
inclusive as possible as it studies op-
tions to meet the financial shortfalls
and will seek input from customers
and stakeholders on any fare and ser-

vice proposals. The agency will be
reaching out to customers and the
public over the coming days to solicit
comments and suggestions.

NJT will hold a series of public hear-
ings on the fare and service change
proposals. The hearings will take place
mostly at its facilities and will be held
in Newark, Atlantic City, Trenton,
Secaucus, Camden, Paterson,
Hackensack, Manalapan and New York.
An extended period of public comment
will be available online on njtransit.com
beginning in early March.

More detailed information on the
proposals and the hearings will be
made available in the next week or
two on NJT’s website and through
formal public notices statewide.

“Clearly, some of the adjustments
we will have to make will be painful,”
Mr. Weinstein said. “But we can
emerge from this challenging time as
a stronger agency, with a more stable
financial picture, and continued pride
in our service.”

Mr. Weinstein will speak before
the Raritan Line Coalition this Mon-
day, March 1, at 8:30 a.m. in the
council chambers of the Westfield
municipal building.

Senate Panel Passes Reforms
To State Pensions, Benefits

TRENTON – A bipartisan package
of legislation that would complete the
unfinished business of reforming the
state’s Public Employee Pension and
Benefits System first begun nearly
four years ago was passed, 36-0, on
Monday by the state Senate. The only
bill not voted on would have placed a
constitutional amendment on the
November election ballot asking vot-
ers to require the state to contribute
money to the pension fund in the
future.

“These reforms are necessary to
restore New Jersey’s long-term fis-
cal footing and return sanity to a
pension and benefits system that was
allowed to spiral out of control,”
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-Gloucester) said. “They were
conceived in the spirit of bipartisan-
ship, and I believe they will pass in
bipartisan fashion as well.”

According to published reports, the
various state pension plans are
underfunded by at least $30 billion
after years of skipped or partial pay-
ments by the state. The bills seek to
enact recommendations from the 2006
Special Session on Property Tax
Reform’s Joint Legislative Committee
on Pension and Benefits Reform. That
committee made 41 proposals for over-
hauling the public pension and benefits
system to ensure its long-term viability
for career state employees. Fifteen rec-
ommendations were enacted legisla-
tively; other reforms were achieved
through collective bargaining.

The first bill (S-2), sponsored by
Senators Nick Scutari (D-Linden) and
Kevin O’Toole (R-Cedar Grove),
would limit enrollment in the de-
fined-benefit pension system to full-
time employees who work at least 35
hours per week at the state level or 32
hours in local government and public
schools. All other new employees
earning at least $5,000 annually could
enroll in a 401(k)-style defined con-
tribution plan. Current employees
with fewer than 10 years of service
would be allowed to switch from the
defined-benefit plan to the defined-
contribution plan, or withdraw from
the system altogether.

The bill also would reconfigure the
equation used to calculate pension
benefits for future employees by di-
viding the number of years worked
by 60, rather than the current 55.
Also, the number of “high salary”
years used for calculating benefits for
workers in the public employee and
teacher pension systems would be
raised to five years from the current
three; enrollees in the police, fire and
State Police systems would have their

pensions based on their highest three
years – up from the current one-year
standard.

The bill also would designate a
“one job-one pension” rule for mul-
tiple job holders, with only the high-
est-salaried position counting towards
a pension.

Sens. Scutari and O’Toole served
on the pensions and benefits panel
during the special session.

“Past actions to boost pensions only
increased the unfunded liability, plac-
ing at risk the retirement of career
employees. Reform is vital to ensur-
ing workers get the benefits promised
and taxpayers are not left to shoulder
excessive costs,” Mr. Scutari said.

A second measure (S-3) would re-
quire all current public employees –
state, school district, and local – to
pay at least at least 1.5 percent of their
salary towards their health benefits
after the expiration of their current
contract, and would require all newly-
hired employees to pay at least 1.5
percent of their base pension toward
health benefits upon retirement.

State employees would be required
to work at least 35 hours per week to
qualify for health benefits, with local
and school employees having to meet a
minimum 25-hour-per-week standard.

The bill is sponsored by Senators
Michael Doherty (R) and Jim Whelan
(D).

Senator O’Toole and Senator Bar-
bara Buono (D-Metuchen) are spon-
soring a measure, S-4, to limit sick
leave payouts for all new local and
school employees to $15,000 – the
standard currently in law for state
employees. The bill also would allow
new local government and school
employees to carry over only one
year’s worth of vacation year-to-year
and would eliminate the current sick
leave injury program.

A proposed constitutional amend-
ment (SCR-1) would require the state
to annually meet its obligation for
each pension plan it operates. If ap-
proved by voters in the November
General Election, the state would have
seven years beginning with the 2012
fiscal year to catch up to its full obli-
gation – starting with Fiscal Year 2019,
the full payment would be required
every year. It is sponsored by Mr.
Sweeney and Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield.

“New Jersey has made a promise of
retirement security to its hundreds of
thousands of public sector employ-
ees,” Mr. Kean said. “The legislation
I am co-sponsoring requires the state
to put away the money needed to keep
its promises.”
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Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.
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282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

New Patients Welcome
www.kidsandsmiles.com

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908) 232-1231

Philip P. Graye, Jr. D.D.S.

Dr. Julianne Kane D.M.D.

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Julie Jong D.M.D.

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Celebrate Children’s
Dental Health Month

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Laser Dentistry
Dr. Bryan Graye, D.M.D., MS
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LISTENING TO CONSTITUENTS...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) listens to a
question from a constituent during his Town Hall meeting Saturday in Branchburg.

Lance Discusses Energy,
Health Care at Meeting

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRANCHBURG — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) addressed a packed au-
ditorium of constituents at a town hall
meeting in the Edward Nash Theater
at Raritan Valley Community College
on Saturday. Mr. Lance, who an-
nounced his bid for re-election to the
Seventh Congressional District seat
last week, discussed his agenda on
healthcare, energy, foreign policy and
deficit issues, and challenged ques-
tions from the public.

“We need a glide path back to
fiscal responsibility,” Mr. Lance de-
clared as the cornerstone of his plat-
form. It is the driving force behind
the former state lawmaker’s cam-
paign, which aims to regulate waste-
ful spending and shrink skyrocket-
ing levels of debt in the annual deficit
that threaten future taxpayers.

“My principals are based on fiscal
responsibility,” Mr. Lance told
Katherine Balch of Fanwood, who
waited in line with nearly 80 other
constituents. “It is the most impor-
tant fundamental issue confronting
the American nation.”

The budget deficit hit an all-time
high at $1.4 trillion in the 2009 fiscal
year, up from the previous record of
$459 billion set in 2008. “It will be a
terrible situation if Americans have
to pay back this debt,” Mr. Lance
said. Rejecting reports from many
economists, Mr. Lance contended the
nation is still in a deep recession,
with the national unemployment rate
at 10 percent. He asserted that refo-
cusing on the U.S. Gross Domestic
Product and factors that contribute to
it would ease the burden. He also
rejected the necessity of the Troubled
Assets Relief Program (TARP), the
bailout bill the U.S. government put
forth to rescue financial institutions
from bad mortgages, and pushed for
appropriation of the funds towards
lowering the deficit.

Several parts of Mr. Lance’s plan
were met with resounding discontent,
including an incentive to get other
states off carbon dioxide-emitting dirty
coal and shifting in the direction of
wind, solar and nuclear energy.

“Drill for oil,” the crowd beckoned.
One man proclaimed, “China can

drill off the coast of Florida. Why
can’t we?” Exploiting the oil reserves,
Mr. Lance argued, would disrupt tour-
ism in New Jersey, the state’s second-
largest industry.

“We have to get off our dependence
on foreign oil,” Mr. Lance told Jim
Matthew of Garwood. “We need to
have an energy policy in this country.”

Mr. Lance drew support for fight-
ing to obtain healthcare across state
lines and trends that would allow
young adults to stay on their parents
healthcare policies until their late 20s.

He recently voted against a major
health reform bill that includes a 2.5-
percent tax on medical devices. “Our
district has more medical and pharma-
ceutical device employees than any-
where,” he said. “This is the medicine
chest of the entire world.” The tax
would amount to billions of dollars in
lost revenue, he said, thus sacrificing
jobs in the medical field, many of
whose employees Mr. Lance described
as “leaders in their community.”

Mr. Lance argued that fundamen-
tal malpractice insurance reform is
vital to the longevity and success of
professional medical practices. Mal-
practice cases concerning punitive
damages are swelling insurance costs,
and only compensatory damages
should be awarded, Mr. Lance said.

He said proposed taxes on banks to
collect back the federal stimulus funds
would decrease the likelihood for small
businesses to obtain loans from financial
institutions that are already reluctant to
issue loans. “It would be counter-produc-
tive to tax the banks,” Mr. Lance said.
“Small- and medium-sized businesses
are not getting the loans they need.”

Bramnick: N.J. Needs
Real  Spending Reforms

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Conference Leader and Budget
Committee member Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield), issued the fol-
lowing statement regarding
Thursday’s Assembly Budget Com-
mittee hearing on the state’s financial
crisis:

“Today’s testimony was compel-
ling and very impactful. We are faced
with agonizing decisions in order to
correct a spending problem that has
persisted over the last eight years,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “Unfortunately,
there are no easy remedies for curing
our revenue shortfall, but Governor
(Chris) Christie is bound by the state
constitution to maintain a balanced
budget.

“The governor recognizes the pain
this is causing, but taxpayers can no
longer accept the status quo. Our
state’s fiscal health lies in the bal-
ance, and we need substantive sug-
gestions that address our problems.
The public wants answers, not politi-
cal posturing. Gov. Christie has pro-
vided the blueprint for changing the
way government operates. He is mak-
ing the difficult choices that state
government has avoided for years.

“New Jersey needs real reform to
correct the irresponsible budgeting
practices by our colleagues across
the aisle, which has led to this crisis.
The state must go through what every
family and business is forced to con-
tend with, which is to make difficult
choices during difficult times. No one
likes it, but it must be done.”

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

MARCH 2010 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: M-Th  9:30 am - 9 pm  Fri  9:30 am - 5 pm  Sat  9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sun  1 - 5 pm 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS    (Westfield cardholders only))

3/3  7:00 pm Computer Class: Business Resources  (advanced) 

3/5  1:30 pm TGIF! Eleanor Roosevelt (video) 

3/9 10:00 am Computer Class: Intro to Word (beginner) 

3/10  7:00 pm “The Unknown Harriet Tubman” music & songs 

3/11  7:00 pm MothUP– Storytelling - Topic: Favorites 

3/12  1:30 pm TGIF! Julia Child (video) 

3/13  2:00 pm Kim Yarson and Songwriters-in-the-Round 

3/16 10:00 am Computer Class: Email Basics (intermediate) 

3/19  1:30 pm TGIF! Travel Ireland (video) 

3/24  7:00 pm Choosing a Wine for the Holidays 

3/25 10:00 am Computer Class: Shopping on the Internet (adv)

3/26  1:30 pm TGIF! Movie: The Secret of Roan Inish 

3/31  2 & 6 pm Foreign Film: “The Counterfeiters” (German) 

3/1  3:45 pm Aesop’s Kids (elementary school) 

3/2  1:30 pm Preschool Storytime (3½ to 5 yrs) 

3/4 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½ to 3½ yrs) 

3/5 10:00 am Preschool Storytime (3½ to 5 yrs)

3/6 10:30 am Turtlesinger (3 years +) 

3/7, 21, 28  3:00 pm Teen Writers (grades 9-12) 

3/10, 17, 24, 31 
3/11, 18, 25 

 6:00 pm 
Lego Club (grades 1 – 5). Must 
sign up @ 908.789.4090 x 3.  

3/11 10:30 am Grupo ñ-Spanish Language Storytime 

3/13 10:30 am Jennifer Slaw, Juggler (4 years +) 

3/29 10:30 am Tafari Animal Tales (all ages) 

3/1 and 3/3 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers to age 3)


