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POLICE BLOTTER

FW Acting Chief Trigo
To Meet Public Today
FANWOOD — The Borough of

Fanwood has announced it will hold
a Meet and Greet event with new
Acting Chief of Police Richard Trigo
today, Thursday, February 25, from
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Fanwood police
headquarters, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

“I encourage our residents and busi-
ness community to stop in through-
out the day and know any of their
concerns or questions are important
to myself and Chief Trigo,” stated
Mayor Colleen Mahr, who appointed
Acting Chief Trigo on February 1.

Acting Chief Trigo stated, “I want
the residents of Fanwood to be able to
recognize the Chief of Police and be
comfortable approaching me with
their concerns. This event is my first
step in implementing my vision to
have the Fanwood Police Department
more visible within the community.”

Get In Tip-Top Shape with BootCampWF;

Free Trial Classes Set March 3 and 4
WESTFIELD  – BootCampWF is the

premiere, healthy-living outdoor
fitness training program right here in
Westfield! Regardless of age, size,
gender or fitness level, if you’re in or
around Westfield and looking to get in
shape, drop those pounds, build that
muscle and have fun while doing it, it’s
time to enlist in BootCampWF! The
next session will run March 8 through
April 26. Join us March 3 and 4 at 9:15
a.m. in Tamaques Park for a free trial
class.
BootCampWF is a specially designed

fitness program held for one hour, three
days a week for six weeks. Certified
Personal Trainers, Kathy Robb and
Christine Taglieri, develop and lead all
workouts, which are held Monday,

Wednesday and Friday mornings at 6
and 9:15 a.m. in Tamaques Park. Ms.
Taglieri is now introducing a beginner
program, BootCampWF Lite, which will
meet twice a week over the six weeks,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 9:15 a.m.
BootCampWF starts off with an

assessment of all recruits. On the first
(and last!) day we see how many sit-ups
and push-ups you can do, and how long
it takes for you to walk/run a half-mile.
These measurements allow participants
and instructors to measure progress over
the course of the session.
To enlist in BootCampWF or for more

information, please visit our website at
www.BootCampWF.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
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HAWK SIGHTING…Late Sunday morning, Jeff Messing of Beverly Drive in
Westfield spotted a young red-tailed hawk having brunch in the neighborhood on
the south side of town.

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Westfield
Monday, February 15, Natalie Diken,

20, of Fanwood was arrested at the
Teaneck Police Department on an out-
standing Westfield warrant in the amount
of $500. She was processed and turned
over to the Union County jail after she
was unable to post bail.

Tuesday, February 16, Dainzy White,
72, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with shoplifting from a business located
on the 600 block of West North Avenue.
She was transported to Westfield police
headquarters and processed, with bail set
at $3,500. Bail was later reduced to
$1,500, which she posted before being
released.

Wednesday, February 17, Brendon
Romanski, 36, of Cranford was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop in the area of
East South and Windsor Avenues. He
was charged with possession of CDS
(controlled dangerous substance) para-
phernalia and possession of a hypoder-
mic needle. Romanski was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own recogni-
zance.

Wednesday, February 17, a resident of
the 600 block of St. Marks Avenue re-
ported a home burglary that occurred
between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. that day. There
were no signs of forced entry and, at the
time of the report, nothing was deter-
mined to be missing or stolen.

Wednesday, February 17, Kyle Harvin,
33, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield warrant in the amount of $500.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance.

Wednesday, February 17, Philip
Fladger, 39, of Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing warrants from Westfield, in the
amount of $913; Fanwood, in the amount
of $750, and Plainfield, in the amount of
$250. He was processed and released on
his own recognizance by Fanwood and
Westfield and turned over to the Plainfield
Police Department.

Wednesday, February 17, Charles
Simmons, 47, of Plainfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing warrants from Cranford, in the
amount of $626.13; Middlesex Borough,
in the amount of $502; Westfield, in the
amount of $450; North Plainfield, in the
amount of $300, and Watchung Bor-
ough, in the amount of $208. Simmons
was processed, released on his own re-
cognizance by Westfield and turned over
to the Cranford Police Department.

Wednesday, February 17, Troy
Howard, 47, of Newark was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing warrants from Westfield, in the
amount of $1,322; Clifton, in the amount
of $1,137; Linden, in the amount of
$1,082; North Plainfield, in the amount
of $882, and Saddle Brook, in the amount
of $827. Howard was processed, released
on his own recognizance from Westfield
and turned over to the Clifton Police
Department.

Thursday, February 18, Kevin L.
Garmony, 47, of Irvington was arrested
at the Essex County jail in Newark pursu-
ant to an active Westfield criminal war-
rant in the amount of $99. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Friday, February 19, Faiz Ahmed, 47,
of New York City was arrested on mul-
tiple outstanding traffic warrants pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop at East South
and Central Avenues. The warrants were
issued by Fort Lee, in the amount of
$268; Morris Township, in the amount of
$76; Morris Plains, in the amount of
$138; Jersey City, in the amount of $100,
and Teterboro, in the amount of $113.
Ahmed was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, February 20, David C.
Panayiotou, 20, of Carteret was arrested
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Westfield and Carteret, each in the amount
of $500, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
at Birch and Standish Avenues. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, February 20, Christine L.
Dudka, 28, of Iselin was arrested on an
outstanding Seaside Heights criminal
warrant in the amount of $500 pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue
and Cacciola Place. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on her own recogni-
zance as per the Seaside Heights Police
Department.

Monday, February 22, Theron
Summersett, 50, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at Rahway Avenue and Watterson
Street on warrants from Rahway, in the
amount of $570, and Fanwood, in the
amount of $269. Officers were at the
scene investigating a traffic accident when
the warrants were uncovered.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, February 16, Jordan Keats,

20, and Christian LaLau, 19, both of
Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police re-
sponded to a report of a fight on Sy-
camore Avenue. According to authori-
ties, Keats and LaLau continued to yell
obscenities and refused to cooperate with
police after they arrived at the scene.
Both men were transported to police
headquarters, where they were processed
and released.

Wednesday, February 17, Ryfheem
Brooks, 34, of East Orange was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, February 17, a resident of
Donato Circle reported that she had been
communicating with an individual over
the Internet for several years and that he
recently asked her for money to start a
business. According to police, the victim
stated that after she sent him the money,
he stopped corresponding with her.

Wednesday, February 17, a resident of
Myrtle Avenue reported that he received
harassing text messages from a former
friend calling him different names.

Wednesday, February 17, the manager
of a Front Street automobile rental busi-
ness reported that she rented a motor
vehicle to an individual, who then stopped
making payments and did not return the
vehicle.

Friday, February 19, Jamel Sheppard,

21, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana. According to police, Sheppard
was stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion, at which time the officer smelled the
odor of burnt marijuana. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Friday, February 19, Salsabi Akbar,
22, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana. According to police, Akbar
was stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion, at which time the officer smelled the
strong odor of burnt marijuana. He was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released.

Sunday, February 21, a resident of
East Second Street reported that some-
one broke the passenger side window of
her motor vehicle while it was parked in
front of her house.

Sunday, February 21, a resident of
Brookside Drive reported that while she
was having a garage sale, someone re-
moved two cable boxes, valued at $100,
that were not among the sale items.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 16, a wooden bench

for public use on Mountain Avenue was
damaged, causing wood shards to be
strewn about the ground.

Tuesday, February 16, a resident of
Oak Tree Court reported that his front
yard and portable basketball hoop were
damaged when a MIDCO trash hauler
truck rolled into them. According to po-
lice, the owner of the truck stated that the
emergency brake let loose due to an air
leak in the system and that the truck
rolled into the victim’s yard, causing the
damage to the yard and hoop. A company
mechanic brought a new truck and re-
paired the disabled one for transport back
to the garage for inspection and perma-
nent repair, police reported. The cost to
repair the yard and basketball hoop is
unknown at this time.

Tuesday, February 16, an officer re-
sponded to a Route 22 gas station on the
report of a dispute. According to police,
a patron of the gas station asked the
attendant for $20 worth of gas. The atten-
dant put the nozzle in the vehicle and
conducted a telephone conversation, with-
out watching the amount being pumped,
police reported. The victim stated that
when he noticed the pump had gone past
$20, he got out of the vehicle and went to
get the attendant, who was still on the
phone, police said. The attendant contin-
ued to manually pump the gas until it
reached $27, stating that the victim had
asked for a full tank, authorities reported.
According to police, the victim only had
$23 worth of cash, which he gave to the
attendant, leaving him $4 short.

Thursday, February 18, Michael R.
Hayes, 29, of Jersey City was arrested at
the Scotch Plains Police Department on
an outstanding Mountainside warrant in
the amount of $750.

Saturday, February 20, Jose M. Da
Costa, 54, of Kearny was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22.

Fanwood
Monday, February 15, Shawn Johnson,

42, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with providing police with false informa-
tion and forged documents after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. She also was
charged with outstanding warrants out of
Newark, Piscataway and North
Brunswick. According to authorities, she
was transported to police headquarters,
where bail was set at $11,000. She posted
a percentage of the bail and was released
pending a court date.

Tuesday, February 16, Pamela Davis,
43, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Fanwood
in the amount of $439. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where she
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Wednesday, February 17, Reveca Diaz,
32, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
field investigation on the 70 block of
Martine Avenue on outstanding warrants
out of Scotch Plains and Cranford total-
ing $2,016. She was processed and turned
over to the Cranford Police Department.

Thursday, February 18, Kevin Digs,
39, of Watchung was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on
multiple outstanding warrants and for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, February 19, Anthony
Cusmano, 48, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue on an outstanding
Piscataway warrant and a charge of pos-
session of a CDS. According to police,
while the officer was patting down the
suspect following the arrest on the war-
rant, he found him to be in possession of
CDS. Cusmano was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, February 20, Nelson Reyes,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on a
warrant from the Immigration and Cus-
tom Enforcement Agency (ICE). He was
also charged with driving without a li-
cense and providing police with false
information. Reyes was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to ICE pending
deportation.

Sunday, February 21, Anthony
Kruglyak, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of a CDS with intent to distribute after
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.
According to police, the officer smelled
the strong odor of burnt marijuana, and
a subsequent search of the vehicle pro-
duced several plastic bags containing
the CDS. Kruglyak was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting $2,500
bail.

Tuesday, February 23, Joao Fernandes,
45, of Stroudsburg, Pa. was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue on an outstanding Jersey City
warrant. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 23, Julio Ramirez,
35, of North Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
Plainfield. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

County Offers Disabled
Recreation Options

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, through
the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal, offers multiple rec-
reational programs for people with
disabilities.

On Saturdays during March, skate
guards will assist and give pointers as
needed to skaters with disabilities
from 1 to 2 p.m. at the Warinanco Ice
Skating Center in Warinanco Park,
located off Thompson Avenue in
Roselle. Registration is $12 and skates
will be provided for those who re-
quire them.

Volleyball basics will be taught and
games will be played on Thursdays,
February 25, March 4 and March 11,
from 8 to 9 p.m. at the YM-YWHA of
Union County, located at 501 Green
Lane in Union. Registration is $12
and sneakers are required.

Free, recreational swimming ses-
sions are in progress through June 15
every Tuesday from 7 to 8 p.m. at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, lo-
cated at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Pre-registration is not
required for this activity. Persons re-
quiring assistance must make their
own arrangements for an aide. For
information, call (908) 527-4900.

Biweekly exercise for people who
have a physical disability as a result
of a stroke, accident or other physical
limitation will begin on Tuesday, April
6, and run every Tuesday and Thurs-
day through November 4 at Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union County
in Berkeley Heights.

For more details about these and
other activities, and to be placed on
the mailing list for recreation pro-
grams for people with disabilities,
call (908) 527-4806.

focusing on special education. New
issues that have or could impact the
budget, he said, include a $167,667
reduction in 2009-2010 state aid, the
potential of a 10- to 15-percent reduc-
tion in 2010-2011 state aid, and the
district’s experience with poor claims.

“We anticipated an 8-percent in-
crease [in claims],” he said, “but we
are probably closer to 11 or 12 per-
cent.”

While the district is still waiting to
hear official figures from the state,
the possibility of “a 4-percent cap
with 10-percent reduction in state aid
is reasonable, I think, for our dis-
trict,” Mr. Del Sordi said. This tax
levy cap scenario, Mr. Del Sordi said,
would equate to a maximum budget
of $79,374,690 for the district.

Giving other examples of different
scenarios, Mr. Del Sordi said a 4-
percent cap on the tax levy with a 15-
percent reduction in state aid could
equate to a maximum budget of
$79,135,229, which would leave the
budget over cap by $239,461 and could
mean more cuts in staffing for the
district. On the other side, a 4-percent
cap without a reduction in state aid
could leave the district with a maxi-
mum budget of $79,853,613, leaving
the budget below cap by $478,923.

Mr. Del Sordi said that in his budget
proposal, the planned $79,374,690
budget (made up of current expenses
and capital outlay), plus $2,077,671 in
state/federal aid and a debt service of
$2,343,994, would leave the potential
2010-2011 budget at a grand total of

$83,796,355, a 2.62-percent increase
from last year’s budget of $80,798,648.
Voters passed the district’s $71.1-mil-
lion tax levy last April.

As for special education, the pro-
posed budget has a grand total of
$18,238,675, a decrease of $586,494
from last year.

Director of Special Services Tom
Beese said he is anticipating fewer
special education students going out-
of-district, and stressed that the
district’s special education depart-
ment continues to work through
placements to make sure that the
choice to go out-of-district or stay
in-house is the best one for each
individual student.

Mr. Beese said he is “very pleased
with the status of the [special educa-
tion] programs at this time.”

At the end of the meeting, Mr.
Whitehouse reminded the public that
nominating petitions to run for board
member in the upcoming elections
are due to Mr. Del Sordi by 4 p.m. on
Monday, March 1.

The board will meet next tonight,
Thursday, February 25, for a regular
public meeting.

MS Man Who Struck Patron
Is Due in Court March 1

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A Mountainside
man has been charged with aggra-
vated assault with a deadly weapon
after allegedly striking another man
in the head with a beer mug, accord-
ing to Westfield Police Captain David
Wayman.

Police arrested Michael Patrick
Debbie, 28, the son of Mountainside
Police Chief and Borough Adminis-
trator James Debbie, on February 10
at 11:43 p.m. at The Office Beer Bar
and Grill on North Avenue in Westfield.

“The victim put his beer down and
[later] mistakenly picked up the wrong
beer,” which belonged to Debbie,
Captain Wayman said.

Debbie stood up and struck the
victim in the head three times with his
pint mug, the captain said.

The victim sustained a fractured eye
orbital, and his eye area and nasal
passage were swollen, the captain said.
The Westfield Rescue Squad trans-
ported him to Trinitas Medical Center,
where he was treated and released.

Captain Wayman said the charge, a
fourth-degree crime, is an indictable
offense. According to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, Debbie
faces a maximum of 18 months in
prison if convicted.

According to a state Superior Court
spokeswoman, Debbie’s first sched-
uled court appearance is set for Mon-
day, March 1.

NJT Head to Talk
Monday in Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Raritan Val-

ley Rail Coalition will meet at 8:30
a.m. this Monday, March 1, in the
first floor town council chambers of
the Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

James Weinstein, the new execu-
tive director of NJ Transit, will be the
guest speaker. He will talk about his
vision for the transit agency, given
the current financial constraints, in-
cluding fare increases, service cuts
and employee furloughs.

For more information, call (908)
232-7021 or e-mail
rvrc@co.somerset.nj.us.

ergreen School, one is on East Sec-
ond Street near Willow Avenue in the
area of School One, one post is on
Park Avenue in front of Park Middle
School and the eighth post is on Terrill
Road near Kevin Road in the vicinity
of Terrill Middle School and Coles
School.
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Attorney, Resident Clash
Over Officer’s Resignation

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The resignation of
a borough police officer drew a heated
discussion between a resident and
Borough Attorney Robert Renaud at
Tuesday night’s council meeting.

Officer Gennaro Mirabella, the
brother of Union County Freeholder
Al Mirabella, was charged with two
disorderly persons offenses for alleg-
edly going through the locked office
and desk of the borough’s chief fi-
nancial officer and for allegedly tam-
pering with currency to coin chang-
ers at the Garwood Jumbo Wash. The
cases, which are classified as disor-
derly persons offenses, were trans-
ferred to the Westfield Municipal
Court due to conflicts in Garwood.

All the charges were dropped at the
request of Borough Police Chief Wil-
liam Legg following Mr. Mirabella’s
resignation.

Mr. Paterson alleged that the coun-
cil accepted Mr. Mirabella’s resigna-
tion without knowing about a settle-
ment being signed by the borough.
He said that the members of the coun-
cil “should be outraged” and that it
“leaves a bad taste in my mouth.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy re-
sponded that each member of the
council gets a package each week on
borough business and asks questions
about anything they wish. Chief Legg
added that it was his recommenda-
tion that the mayor and council ac-
cept Mr. Mirabella’s resignation.

Mr. Renaud was then prompted to
stand up and address Mr. Paterson.
Holding a printed copy of Mr.
Paterson’s blog “Garwood’s

‘Independent’ T.R.E.E.,” Mr.
Renaud said, “Everybody’s entitled
to their opinion, but they’re not en-
titled to make up facts.”

According to Mr. Renaud, there
were several “lies” in Mr. Paterson’s
blog regarding meetings that “did not
happen.” Mr. Renaud said he did draft
the agreement between the borough

and Mr. Mirabella based on the “terms
that were given to me” and that there
is nothing in the agreement regarding
criminal charges.

Mr. Paterson countered that the in-
cident with Mr. Mirabella mirrors
other problems in New Jersey and
stated that Mr. Renaud is “part of it”
as his law firm does work for Union
County. Mr. Paterson said the “public
is always left out of the loop” and that
this incident is “an embarrassment”
as Mr. Mirabella will be able to serve
as a police officer again somewhere
else.

Chief Legg told Mr. Paterson that if
he feels that the chief did something
wrong he is free to go to the Union
County Prosecutor’s office or the State
Attorney General’s office to file a
complaint. The chief also said he
thinks the situation “worked out well
for the taxpayers of Garwood” as no
town is permitted to suspend a police
officer without pay unless the officer
is under indictment, and that a speedy
resolution to these types of matters
saved the borough money in pay and
legal fees.

In other business, Mayor McCarthy
announced he recently met with rep-
resentatives from NJ Transit regard-
ing a potential new development on
South Avenue. Tentative dates of April
14 and 15 have been set to hold work-
shops in order to get input from bor-
ough residents regarding the project.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANOTHER TERM...Westfield’s commissioner to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), Allen Chin, is sworn in for another term  by RVSA adminis-
trator Joanne Grimes. Pictured in foreground is Robert Valent, who is one of the
officials running the RVSA since the resignation of executive director Robert
Brinker due to health reasons. Current RVSA Board Chairman Robert Luban of
Woodbridge is pictured at left.
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BOE Seeks Exemption
From Spending Limit

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) voted
Tuesday to apply to the state for
permission to make adjustments in
its spending plan that would exceed
mandated restrictions. BOE budget
planning will be further analyzed in
the coming weeks to fit within the
constraints imposed by Governor
Chris Christie. The governor reduced
school aid by $475 million statewide
to deal with the state’s current year
budget crisis.

As ordered by the state, school tax
levies are not permitted to increase
by more than 4 percent over the past
year. The 2010-2011 tentative bud-
get prepared by the BOE and admin-
istration for the schools exceeds that
allowable limit. The current 2009-
2010 budget totals $89.5 million with
a school tax levy of $78.2 million.

The BOE hopes to remove the
costs for healthcare and special edu-
cation, totaling $734,040 and
$754,310, respectively, from the cap.
As proposed Tuesday, the 2010-2011
budget totals $93,771,231. As of
deadline, calls were not returned to
clarify whether or not the budget
total includes the $1.5 million for
healthcare and special education.

“The point is to file an application
with the county office to ask for a
placeholder within the budget,”
Board Vice-President Julia Walker
said.

Board Business Administrator Bob
Berman added, “This application fol-
lows the rules as they exist right
now. We will work it down from
there.”

The BOE approved a transporta-
tion policy that mandates the district
provide busing for high school stu-
dents living “beyond two and one-
half miles from school and for inter-
mediate students living beyond two
miles from the school they attend or
are eligible to attend.” Mr. Berman
said the modifications to the policy
would create a 40-minute route that
will transport 46 students and ac-
commodate safe entry and discharge
on the correct side of the street. This
comes after a lawsuit filed by par-
ents whose children were affected
by the intermediate school redistrict-
ing that took place last year. A judge
found that the district needed to
change its transportation policy.

The board awarded the Vogel Bus
Company the contract to bus stu-
dents to Roosevelt Intermediate
School from March 1 through June
23, 2010, at a cost of $11,396.


