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MS Man Who Struck Patron
Is Due in Court March 1

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A Mountainside
man has been charged with aggra-
vated assault with a deadly weapon
after allegedly striking another man
in the head with a beer mug, accord-
ing to Westfield Police Captain David
Wayman.

Police arrested Michael Patrick
Debbie, 28, the son of
Mountainside Police Chief and
Borough Administrator James
Debbie, on February 10 at 11:43
p.m. at The Office Beer Bar and
Grill on North Avenue in Westfield.

“The victim put his beer down and
[later] mistakenly picked up the wrong
beer,” which belonged to Debbie,
Captain Wayman said.

Debbie stood up and struck the
victim in the head three times with his
pint mug, the captain said.

The victim sustained a fractured
eye orbital, and his eye area and nasal
passage were swollen, the captain
said. The Westfield Rescue Squad
transported him to Trinitas Medical
Center, where he was treated and
released.

Captain Wayman said the charge, a
fourth-degree crime, is an indictable
offense. According to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, Debbie
faces a maximum of 18 months in
prison if convicted.

A state Superior Court spokes-
woman said Debbie’s first scheduled
court appearance is set for Monday,
March 1.

Get In Tip-Top Shape with BootCampWF;

Free Trial Classes Set March 3 and 4
WESTFIELD  – BootCampWF is the

premiere, healthy-living outdoor
fitness training program right here in
Westfield! Regardless of age, size,
gender or fitness level, if you’re in or
around Westfield and looking to get in
shape, drop those pounds, build that
muscle and have fun while doing it, it’s
time to enlist in BootCampWF! The
next session will run March 8 through
April 26. Join us March 3 and 4 at 9:15
a.m. in Tamaques Park for a free trial
class.
BootCampWF is a specially designed

fitness program held for one hour, three
days a week for six weeks. Certified
Personal Trainers, Kathy Robb and
Christine Taglieri, develop and lead all
workouts, which are held Monday,

Wednesday and Friday mornings at 6
and 9:15 a.m. in Tamaques Park. Ms.
Taglieri is now introducing a beginner
program, BootCampWF Lite, which will
meet twice a week over the six weeks,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 9:15 a.m.
BootCampWF starts off with an

assessment of all recruits. On the first
(and last!) day we see how many sit-ups
and push-ups you can do, and how long
it takes for you to walk/run a half-mile.
These measurements allow participants
and instructors to measure progress over
the course of the session.
To enlist in BootCampWF or for more

information, please visit our website at
www.BootCampWF.com.
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HAWK SIGHTING…Late Sunday morning, Jeff Messing of Beverly Drive in
Westfield spotted a young red-tailed hawk having brunch in the neighborhood on
the south side of town.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
NIGHTTIME GLOW... Digester gas is burned off for disposal at the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) facility last Thursday night. This flam-
mable gas is intended to be the energy source in the RVSA’s cogeneration
facility, which is currently plagued by lawsuits and technical problems.

NJT Head to Talk
Monday in Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Raritan Val-

ley Rail Coalition will meet at 8:30
a.m. this Monday, March 1, in the
first floor town council chambers of
the Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

James Weinstein, the new execu-
tive director of NJ Transit, will be the
guest speaker. He will talk about his
vision for the transit agency, given
the current financial constraints, in-
cluding fare increases, service cuts
and employee furloughs.

For more information, call (908)
232-7021 or e-mail
rvrc@co.somerset.nj.us.

Westfield
Monday, February 15, Natalie Diken,

20, of Fanwood was arrested at the Teaneck
Police Department on an outstanding
Westfield warrant in the amount of $500.
She was processed and turned over to the
Union County jail after she was unable to
post bail.

Tuesday, February 16, Dainzy White,
72, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with shoplifting from a business located on
the 600 block of West North Avenue. She
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters and processed, with bail set at
$3,500. Bail was later reduced to $1,500,
which she posted before being released.

Wednesday, February 17, Brendon
Romanski, 36, of Cranford was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop in the area of
East South and Windsor Avenues. He was
charged with possession of CDS (controlled
dangerous substance) paraphernalia and
possession of a hypodermic needle.
Romanski was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and released
on his own recognizance.

Wednesday, February 17, a resident of
the 600 block of St. Marks Avenue reported
a home burglary that occurred between 8
a.m. and 7 p.m. that day. There were no
signs of forced entry and, at the time of the
report, nothing was determined to be miss-
ing or stolen.

Wednesday, February 17, Kyle Harvin,
33, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield warrant in the amount of $500.
He was released on his own recognizance.

Wednesday, February 17, Philip Fladger,
39, of Plainfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on outstanding war-
rants from Westfield, in the amount of
$913; Fanwood, in the amount of $750, and
Plainfield, in the amount of $250. He was
processed and released on his own recogni-
zance by Fanwood and Westfield and turned
over to the Plainfield Police Department.

Wednesday, February 17, Charles
Simmons, 47, of Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on outstand-
ing warrants from Cranford, in the amount
of $626.13; Middlesex Borough, in the
amount of $502; Westfield, in the amount
of $450; North Plainfield, in the amount of
$300, and Watchung Borough, in the amount
of $208. Simmons was processed, released
on his own recognizance by Westfield and
turned over to the Cranford Police Depart-
ment.

Wednesday, February 17, Troy Howard,
47, of Newark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on outstanding war-
rants from Westfield, in the amount of
$1,322; Clifton, in the amount of $1,137;
Linden, in the amount of $1,082; North
Plainfield, in the amount of $882, and Saddle
Brook, in the amount of $827. Howard was
processed, released on his own recogni-
zance from Westfield and turned over to the
Clifton Police Department.

Thursday, February 18, Kevin L.
Garmony, 47, of Irvington was arrested at
the Essex County jail in Newark pursuant to
an active Westfield criminal warrant in the
amount of $99. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, February 19, Faiz Ahmed, 47, of
New York City was arrested on multiple
outstanding traffic warrants pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at East South and Cen-
tral Avenues. The warrants were issued by
Fort Lee, in the amount of $268; Morris
Township, in the amount of $76; Morris
Plains, in the amount of $138; Jersey City,
in the amount of $100, and Teterboro, in the
amount of $113. Ahmed was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 20, David C.
Panayiotou, 20, of Carteret was arrested on
outstanding traffic warrants from Westfield
and Carteret, each in the amount of $500,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at Birch
and Standish Avenues. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 20, Christine L.
Dudka, 28, of Iselin was arrested on an
outstanding Seaside Heights criminal war-
rant in the amount of $500 pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Cacciola Place. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on her own recognizance as
per the Seaside Heights Police Department.

Monday, February 22, Theron
Summersett, 50, of Plainfield was arrested
at Rahway Avenue and Watterson Street on
warrants from Rahway, in the amount of
$570, and Fanwood, in the amount of $269.
Officers were at the scene investigating a
traffic accident when the warrants were
uncovered.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, February 16, Jordan Keats, 20,

and Christian LaLau, 19, both of Plainfield,
were arrested and charged with disorderly
conduct after police responded to a report of
a fight on Sycamore Avenue. According to
authorities, Keats and LaLau continued to
yell obscenities and refused to cooperate
with police after they arrived at the scene.
Both men were transported to police head-
quarters, where they were processed and
released.

Wednesday, February 17, Ryfheem
Brooks, 34, of East Orange was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed and
released.

Wednesday, February 17, a resident of
Donato Circle reported that she had been
communicating with an individual over the
Internet for several years and that he re-
cently asked her for money to start a busi-
ness. According to police, the victim stated
that after she sent him the money, he stopped
corresponding with her.

Wednesday, February 17, a resident of
Myrtle Avenue reported that he received
harassing text messages from a former
friend, calling him different names.

Wednesday, February 17, the manager
of a Front Street automobile rental business
reported that she rented a motor vehicle to
an individual, who then stopped making
payments and did not return the vehicle.

Friday, February 19, Jamel Sheppard,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana.
According to police, Sheppard was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, at which time
the officer smelled the odor of burnt mari-
juana. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and re-
leased.

Friday, February 19, Salsabi Akbar, 22,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana.
According to police, Akbar was stopped for
a motor vehicle violation, at which time the
officer smelled the strong odor of burnt

marijuana. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed and
released.

Sunday, February 21, a resident of East
Second Street reported that someone broke
the passenger side window of her motor
vehicle while it was parked in front of her
house.

Sunday, February 21, a resident of
Brookside Drive reported that while she
was having a garage sale, someone re-
moved two cable boxes, valued at $100, that
were not among the sale items.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 16, a wooden bench

for public use on Mountain Avenue was
damaged, causing wood shards to be strewn
about the ground.

Tuesday, February 16, a resident of Oak
Tree Court reported that his front yard and
portable basketball hoop were damaged
when a MIDCO trash hauler truck rolled
into them. According to police, the owner of
the truck stated that the emergency brake let
loose due to an air leak in the system and that
the truck rolled into the victim’s yard, caus-
ing the damage to the yard and hoop. A
company mechanic brought a new truck
and repaired the disabled one for transport
back to the garage for inspection and per-
manent repair, police reported. The cost to
repair the yard and basketball hoop is un-
known at this time.

Tuesday, February 16, an officer re-
sponded to a Route 22 gas station on the
report of a dispute. According to police, a
patron of the gas station asked the attendant
for $20 worth of gas. The attendant put the
nozzle in the vehicle and conducted a tele-
phone conversation, without watching the
amount being pumped, police reported. The
victim stated that when he noticed the pump
had gone past $20, he got out of the vehicle
and went to get the attendant, who was still
on the phone, police said. The attendant
continued to manually pump the gas until it
reached $27, stating that the victim had
asked for a full tank, authorities reported.
According to police, the victim only had
$23 worth of cash, which he gave to the
attendant, leaving him $4 short.

Thursday, February 18, Michael R.
Hayes, 29, of Jersey City was arrested at the
Scotch Plains Police Department on an
outstanding Mountainside warrant in the
amount of $750.

Saturday, February 20, Jose M. Da Costa,
54, of Kearny was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

Fanwood
Monday, February 15, Shawn Johnson,

42, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with providing police with false informa-
tion and forged documents after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. She also was
charged with outstanding warrants out of
Newark, Piscataway and North
Brunswick. According to authorities, she
was transported to police headquarters,
where bail was set at $11,000. She posted
a percentage of the bail and was released
pending a court date.

Tuesday, February 16, Pamela Davis,
43, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Fanwood in
the amount of $439. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 17, Reveca Diaz,
32, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
field investigation on the 70 block of
Martine Avenue on outstanding warrants
out of Scotch Plains and Cranford total-
ing $2,016. She was processed and turned
over to the Cranford Police Department.

Thursday, February 18, Kevin Digs,
39, of Watchung was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on
multiple outstanding warrants and for al-
legedly driving with a suspended license.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, February 19, Anthony
Cusmano, 48, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue on an outstanding Piscataway
warrant and a charge of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance. Accord-
ing to police, while the officer was patting
down the suspect following the arrest on
the warrant, he found him to be in posses-
sion of a  CDS. Cusmano was transported
to police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, February 20, Nelson Reyes,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on a
warrant from the Immigration and Cus-
tom Enforcement Agency (ICE). He was
also charged with driving without a li-
cense and providing police with false
information. Reyes was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to ICE, pending
deportation.

Sunday, February 21, Anthony
Kruglyak, 20, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of a
CDS with intent to distribute after a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, the officer smelled the strong
odor of burnt marijuana and a subsequent
search of the vehicle produced several
plastic bags containing the CDS. Kruglyak
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting $2,500 bail.

Tuesday, February 23, Joao Fernandes,
45, of Stroudsburg, Pa. was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue on an outstanding Jersey City
warrant. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 23, Julio Ramirez,
35, of North Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
Plainfield. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Jessica Jaskula  for The Westfield Leader
SEEKING A NEW DEAL...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education Association members
asked the board of education last Thursday night to work with the union to reach a
settlement for a new contract. The union’s previous asgreement expired last June.

debt.”
In other business, the Westfield

Town Council is expected to, next
week, meet and subsequently take
action on an “employment matter.”

The council stepped off the dais
mid-meeting, following the public-
comment portion, to tend to the issue
in private, stating that official action
would be taken upon its return.

The governing body, however,
chose not to act once it reconvened.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the matter would be readdressed next
week and that he expects action could
be taken at that juncture. When asked
after the meeting, council members
would not elaborate further on the
issue.

During the public-comment por-
tion of the meeting, two Virginia Street
residents, Chris Consales and Mario
Scollo, spoke about the condition of
their road. Both gentlemen live on the
200 block of Virginia Street.

Mr. Scollo said, “We are here to ask
for your help. We’re not sure if this
falls under the purview of the coun-
cil, but we have concerns with Vir-
ginia Street itself...the street is very
narrow for a two-way street,” with
parking permitted on both sides of
the road.

Mr. Scollo said the street, from
curb to curb, measures 24 feet; the
street’s width, when factoring in two
cars parked across from one another,
drops to 10 feet.

“Our concern is that of safety,” Mr.
Scollo said.

Town Engineer Kris McAloon said
many factors, including the volume
of traffic, are factored into road
widths.

“Certainly, we are aware of the
narrowness,” he said. He mentioned
speaking with Fire Chief Dan Kelly
to assess if changes need to be made
to accommodate fire apparatuses. Mr.
Ciarrocca said emergency officials
and council members could do out-
reach in the community and discuss

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Town Council
the possibility of restricting parking
to one side of the street if the area
were amenable to that as a solution.

After the conclusion of the meet-
ing, the council again entered pri-
vate session to be updated on nego-
tiations with the Firemen’s Mutual
Benevolent Association (FMBA) and
new developments in the Sunnyside
Senior Housing vs. Westfield law-
suit.

The fire union is currently in arbi-
tration. On December 31, 2009, the
police and Teamsters contracts ex-
pired. The Communications Work-
ers of America is the only entity that
entered 2010 with a current con-
tract.

In the other matter, Sunnyside al-
leged in early 2009 that the town’s
“unreasonable and onerous” zoning
ordinances unfairly prevented it from
constructing a proposed 60-unit de-
velopment on Springfield Avenue,
which was to have a component for
low- and moderate-income housing.

While a Union County State Supe-
rior Court judge has struck down the
builder’s-remedy element of the law-
suit, other claims in the Sunnyside
case are still active.

BOE Candidates Must
File by March 1

WESTFIELD – Board of Educa-
tion candidates must file by March 1.
Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candi-
date Kit” at the Westfield board office
at 302 Elm Street.

The School Board Candidacy Kit
includes information about legal
qualifications for school board can-
didacy, campaign procedures and the
role of the school board member.
Information about the New Jersey
School Ethics Act, important dates in
the school election process and brief-
ing sessions for school board candi-
dates are also included in the kit.

MS School Board Continues
To Discuss Budget Challenges

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) was presented on Tuesday
night with a revised look at the cur-
rent school budget aid projections
from the State of New Jersey. Offi-
cials have not released an estimated
budget and tax levy for the 2010-
2011 school year. Last year’s budget
was $14.1 million, of which $12.6
million has been raised in property
taxes.

School Business Administrator
Roderic McLaughlin provided a
PowerPoint presentation outlining the
fiscal challenges facing the district in
the next school year. The school dis-
trict anticipates receiving $780,455
in state aid for the 2010-2011 school
year. The state aid amount was re-
duced by the projected withholding
of seven state aid payments totaling
$273,161.

The Mountainside school district
has “sufficient funds in tax relief” or
reserves which allows the district the
“maximum resources in the class-
room and minimize local levy.” Mr.
McLaughlin’s report states that, “in
the Mountainside FY 2007-2008 au-
dit, the district received unanticipated
non-recurrent revenue of $1.7 mil-
lion from the former Union County
Regional High School (UCRHS) dis-
trict as the result of a successful reso-
lution of a long-standing civil suit, by
former employees, against the
UCRHS district.”

This one-time payment went into
the district’s reserves. Mr.
McLaughlin compared the reserves
of the district to that of Winfield Town-
ship, which reported reserves of
$55,267 and is therefore anticipated
to receive $1,419,204 in state aid in
the next school year.

Not only is the district expecting
less state aid, the Mountainside school
district owes tuition monies to the
Berkeley Heights school district in
the amount of $218,388. The reason
for the balance due is because of an
administrative mandate by the state,
which the district received notifica-
tion of by letter on January 7, 2010
from the Office of School Funding in
the Department of Education, which
was posted as part of Mr.
McLaughlin’s presentation. The let-
ter states that the “requirement for
adjusting a tentative tuition charge to
the actual tuition rate will now be
made in the second year instead of in
the third year.”

The Mountainside school district
is required to pay double the normal
rate of reimbursement to the Berke-
ley Heights school district, as the

state has instructed districts to a two-
year cycle in “the 2010-2011 budget
process” and to “budget the net tu-
ition adjustments for both school
years.” In the case of Mountainside,
the district must pay the 2007-2008
and 2008-2009 balances.

The Berkeley Heights school dis-
trict has proposed a cost per pupil
next year of $15,398, an increase of
$900, or 7.1 percent, above the cur-
rent year’s tuition rate. With 238
Mountainside students expected to
attend Governor Livingston High
School in the school year 2010-2011,
the estimated cost is $3,213,000.

As an additional expense, Berke-
ley Heights “intends to charge
Mountainside for a portion of its total
kindergarten through 12th-grade costs
for Resource Room at $233,350,” as
Mr. McLaughlin’s presentation tal-
lied. The total amount due for the
monies owed for past and current
years’ tuition, and the Resource Room
expenditure, is $3,664,738 – a 19-
percent increase of $665,938 from
the previous tuition bill.

The BOE used these figures to con-
tinue to discuss how to proceed with
“dialoguing,” as BOE member Gene
Nagel put it, with Berkeley Heights.
Mr. Nagel stated that Chief School
Administrator Jeanette Baubles and
Mr. McLaughlin have been speaking
and corresponding with the Berkeley
Heights school district. Board mem-
ber Carmine Venes suggested that the
board look at other options and stated,
“Writing letters to other more com-
petitive districts is in order. I would
like to make it a motion.” The board
discussed the idea instead of second-
ing the motion.

The board has rescheduled the Tues-
day, March 16, BOE meeting to Mon-
day, March 22, at 7:30 p.m. to coin-
cide with the district receiving its
state aid numbers on March 17 or 18.

Mr. McLaughlin’s presentation was
made available on the district’s website
as of yesterday morning, according to
Ms. Baubles, who spoke to The
Westfield Leader after the meeting.

dents to meet/exceed state standards
in a challenging fiscal environment.”

The strategic plan has already led
to the formation and implementation
of Professional Learning Communi-
ties (PLCs) in every Westfield school.
These PLCs are headed by faculty
members and are designed for teach-
ers to share ideas, work together and
further professional development.

One group of third grade teachers
has a PLC that discusses the Lan-
guage Arts curriculum, while a dif-
ferent PLC composed of guidance
counselors focuses on social and
emotional issues. Board President
Ginny Leiz said, “Staff development
is critical to [positive] outcomes for
our children.”

Other parts of the strategic plan
aim to create an English Language
Learners (ELL) summer program and
Basic Skills classes to help special-
needs students to be more indepen-
dent. “These kids need to have a good
education to prepare them,” Ms. Dolan
said. The BOE intends for these pro-
grams to lead to recognition of higher
achievement.

In the personnel portion of the meet-
ing, Ms. Dolan recognized Susan
Foulds for more than 40 years of
service in Westfield. Mrs. Foulds
teaches second grade at Tamaques
School and will retire in June. One of
her favorite subjects to teach is social
studies, describing it as a “wonderful
way to show students they are one
with the world.” Mrs. Leiz said she is
a “testament to loyalty and longevity
in the district.”

WF Pool Registration
Deadline Is April 15

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Department has an-
nounced the deadline for registration
for 2010 summer membership at the
Westfield Memorial Pool for current
members is Thursday, April 15. Ap-
plications have been mailed to all
2009 members. Current members can
register online, by mail at or in per-
son.

Once pre-registration of current
2009 members is completed for the
2010 season, if there are still open-
ings, the recreation department will
start contacting those on the wait list
starting with the first name and con-
tinuing until all openings are filled.

Anyone interested in joining the
pool who was not a 2009 member
must be on the wait list at the recre-
ation department. Wait list applica-
tions are available online at
westfieldnj.gov/recreation or can be
picked up in the department at 425
East Broad Street. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-4080.
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WF BOE


