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TROOPER APPRECIATION...Captain Joe DeSantis of the 102nd Calvary
Regiment of the New Jersey National Guard at the Westfield Armory and
Danielle Bracco of the Family Readiness Group last Sunday present a plaque to
The Westfield Leader, thanking the newspaper for supporting the troops.
Pictured, left to right, are: Captain DeSantis, Westfield Leader Publisher Horace
Corbin and Mrs. Bracco.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER TERM...Westfield’s commissioner to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), Allen Chin, is sworn in for another term by RVSA Adminis-
trator Joanne Grimes. Pictured in foreground is Robert Valent, who is one of the
officials running the RVSA since the resignation of executive director Robert
Brinker due to health reasons. Current RVSA board chairman, Robert Luban of
Woodbridge, is pictured at left.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FED UP WITH WASHINGTON...David Larsen of Oldwick, a Republican
canidate for Congress from the Seventh District, poses for the camera prior to
being interviewed by Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul Peyton, pictured
at left. Mr. Larsen is among three candidates challenging freshman Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) in the June GOP Primary Election. See story on page 3.

County Taxes to Jump $11.5 Mil.;
Westfield to See $1.8-Mil. Increase

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Union County taxes
will increase by $11.5 million, or 4.38
percent, to $276.7 million to support a
$469-million proposed executive bud-
get unveiled last week by County Man-
ager George Devanney.

The county’s tax levy has risen $126
million over the past 10 years and 60
million since 2005, according to county
budget documents. Based on the ex-
ecutive budget, taxes will increase in all
21 towns ranging from a low of $83,322
in Kenilworth (not including Winfield)
to a high of $1.8 million in Westfield.

This year, $28.1 million will be col-
lected in Westfield; Scotch Plains will
pay $15.3 million in county taxes, an

increase of $812,514 over last year;
Fanwood will pay $4.5 million, up
$330,333; Mountainside’s tax will be
$6.9 million, a hike of $226,044, with
Garwood paying $2.6 million, an in-
crease of $223,210. Cranford’s county
tax will be $15.5 million, an $856,529
hike. At $31.6 million, Elizabeth will
pay the highest tax, although the tax per
household will be $1,196, a slight in-
crease of $23 over 2009.

Broken down per household, Sum-
mit residents will pay the highest aver-
age tax at $3,460, a $190 hike over last
year; Westfielders will pay $2,732, a
$174 hike; Fanwood residents, $1,666,
an increase of $117 over 2009; Scotch
Plains, $1,881, a $96 hike;
Mountainside, $2,318, a $74 increase,

and Cranford, $1,697, a $102 increase.
“The problems that plague us are

similar to what other governmental
entities are experiencing across the na-
tion – revenues, as a whole, continue to
decline while contractual expenses and
mandated costs increase, requiring gov-
ernmental [entities] to be innovative
and prioritize programs,” Mr. Devanney
stated in his letter to the freeholders.

The county anticipates
$193,292,241 in revenue outside of
county taxes, down from
$212,951,670 last year, a drop of $19.7
million. The county’s surplus has
jumped from $18.5 million to $24
million this year. Also on the revenue
side, the county is projecting a $1.8-
million jump in revenue from Parks
and Recreation to total $6.3 million.
But the county is anticipating a $28-
million drop in state and federal grants
from $48.9 million to $20.7 million.

In his letter to the freeholders, Mr.
Devanney said additional revenue
boosters will include $1.6 million by
renting beds at the newly opened ju-
venile detention center in Linden;
$1.2 million in fees collected by the
Union County Clerk’s office, and $1.9
million through higher reimbursement
rates and “retroactive settlements” at
the psychiatric unit at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader, the county is looking
to sell or lease the county’s garbage
incinerator in Rahway, which, Mr.
Devanney said, “could mean millions
in tax relief while maintaining low dis-
posal rates to the public.” Also, the
county’s Parks and Community Re-
newal Department is looking into pub-
lic-private partnerships in areas that are
running deficits such as the Watchung
Stables in Mountainside.

One area the county has been work-
ing on is reducing its deficits in golf
operations. Last year, the county shut
Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark to
close a $400,000-budget hole, while
also contracting with a nationally known
golf course management firm, Illinois-
based KemperSports, to manage the
two remaining courses, Galloping Hill
in Union and Ashbrook in Scotch Plains.
According to the executive budget,
$2,443,457 was spent on golf opera-
tions last year of which $1,989,683 was
for salaries. This year, Mr. Devanney
has budgeted $3,621,329 for the divi-
sion of which $1,733,477 will be dedi-
cated for salaries.

In addition to the county purpose tax,
residents will pay mostly a flat open
space tax this year, ranging from $3 in
Winfield to $139 per household in Sum-
mit. Locally, Westfielders will pay a
total of $111; Scotch Plains, $76;
Fanwood, $68; Garwood, $58;
Mountainside, $94, and Cranford, $69.

DWC Budget Remains Flat;
Restaurant Week Begins

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) on
Monday approved a preliminary
$390,600 budget. DWC Executive
Director Sherry Cronin said the bud-
get is flat for the sixth straight year.
The budget, as submitted to the town
council, foresees rises in a trio of small
income areas, predicting a profit from
the Downtown Westfield 5K, normally
a break-even or slight loss, meeting
room rental and interest income.

One large expense is healthcare
costs, which is expected to rise by
about 16 percent, though even with
the rise, healthcare accounts for about
6 percent of the total budget. Mrs.
Cronin said the special “Economic
Slow-Down” promotion line item has
been removed because the board be-
lieves the worst is now past.

In other business, one target for
design work by the DWC is property
where Clyne and Murphy, The
Cobbler’s Bench, Dark Horse Per-
cussion and Sound Station are situ-
ated. The property wraps around the
corner of South Avenue and Westfield
Avenue. In addition, money is still set
aside for work to improve safety at
the Rialto Theatre site, where pedes-
trians crossing East Broad Street
against the light and cars stopping in
front of the theater, pose safety risks.
The county has stalled plans submit-
ted by the DWC, officials said.

The DWC board announced that
restaurant week has begun. The board
also laid plans for promotions for the

coming year.
The restaurant week promotion is

structured with two-course dinners
priced at $20, and two-course lunches
priced at $10. The promotion runs
through Saturday, February 27, and
includes about 20 restaurants at all
price-point levels. Some lower-priced
restaurants are offering two meals at
the promotional rate, while others
have modified it to three courses.
Board member Lisa Bertone of
Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse said many
customers are coming in to her res-
taurant aware of the promotion.

One of the more obvious up ticks in
the business district is the impending
opening of a new boutique, Splash,
which is slated to open in three weeks
at 15 East Broad Street, next to G.O.
Keller’s Cleaners. The new store is
affiliated with a store located in
Ukraine. It was also announced that
Pumpkins and Petunias would be clos-
ing. Ms. Cronin said the DWC needs
to put more effort into recruiting, but
stated, “retail that’s looking (for new
locations) is few and far between.”

It was also announced that an addi-
tional promotional channel may open
up to promote the town. Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea reported that
changes made recently by Facebook
seem to adequately address concerns
by the suburban Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF), which insures New Jersey’s
municipalities. Mr. Gildea said he
expects an answer from the JIF within
two weeks, and this may allow the
DWC to promote itself on Facebook
via a fan page.

The news is online at goleader.com

BOE Seeks to Have Healthcare,
Spec. Ed. Exempt from State Cap

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) voted Tues-
day to apply to the state for permission
to make adjustments in its spending
plan that would exceed mandated re-
strictions. BOE budget planning will
be further analyzed in the coming
weeks to fit within the constraints im-
posed by Governor Chris Christie. The
governor reduced school aid for the
2009-2010 budget by $475 million
statewide to deal with the state’s cur-
rent year budget crisis.

As ordered by the state, school tax
levies are not permitted to increase
by more than 4 percent over the past
year. The 2010-2011 tentative budget
prepared by the BOE and administra-
tion for the Westfield schools ex-
ceeds that allowable limit. The cur-
rent 2009-2010 budget totals $89.5
million with a school tax levy of
$78.2 million.

The BOE hopes to remove costs for
healthcare and special education, to-
taling $734,040 and $754,310, re-
spectively, from the cap. As an-
nounced Tuesday, the 2010-2011 ten-
tative budget totals $93,771,231, and
includes the $1.5 million for
healthcare and special education.

“The point is to file an application

with the county office to ask for a
placeholder within the budget,” Board
Vice-President Julia Walker said.

Board Business Administrator Bob
Berman added, “This application fol-
lows the rules as they exist right now.
We will work it down from there.”

The BOE approved a transporta-
tion policy on final reading that man-
dates the district provide busing for
high school students living “beyond
two-and-one-half miles from school
and for intermediate students living
beyond two miles from the school
they attend or are eligible to attend.”
Mr. Berman said the modifications to
the policy would create a 40-minute
route that will transport 46 students
and accommodate safe entry and dis-
charge on the correct side of the street.
This comes after a lawsuit filed by
parents whose children were affected
by the intermediate school redistrict-
ing that took place last year. The
redistricting plan did not include
transportation for some students, and
a judge found that the district needed

to change its transportation policy.
The board awarded the Vogel Bus

Company the contract to bus students
to Roosevelt Intermediate School
from March 1 through June 23, 2010,
at a cost of $11,396.

The board also approved on final
reading an extra-curricular activities
policy that outlines procedures for
clubs, programs and pupil organiza-
tions. All extra-curricular activities
are subject to approval by the super-
intendent.

Following a survey to parents and
town residents regarding the district’s
strategic plan, this Saturday will be
the first full day of a Long Range
Planning Committee workshop to
discuss the strategic plan with full
board involvement. Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan said, “By
the end of June, we hope to have a
finalized Five-Year Strategic Plan.”
Ms. Dolan said the district’s goals are
to “develop and adopt a strategic plan
and continue to prepare Westfield stu-

County Grants, User Fees
Fund Park Improvements
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After receiving bids
ranging from $53,000 to $164,021,
Westfield has decided to go with low
bidder CMS Construction of Newark
to complete 2010 turf and drainage
improvements at Memorial Park.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst, who had expressed reserva-
tions about the project last week, said
he was now convinced that what is to
take place is “much different” from
the initial plan. He said what began as
a “major” improvement plan has been
scaled down to be rather “minor.”

“This is a completely different
plan,” said Acting Mayor Mark
Ciarrocca, who was in charge with

Mayor Andy Skibitsky in Union to
watch his son at a regional wrestling
tournament. “It is really just some
drainage issues, some safety issues
with the backstops and fencing to
protect spectators.

“Probably the best part of the plan
is that it will be paid for by a combi-
nation of [Union] County grant
money, with matching fees coming
from user fees,” he said.

“A number of years ago,” he con-
tinued, “we began a program of charg-
ing a $10 user fee for each participant
in Little League youth programs, and
it’s built up enough money that we
can do a capital project like this with-
out having to resort to using town

Attorney, Resident Clash
Over Officer’s Resignation

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The resignation of
a borough police officer drew a heated
discussion between a resident and Bor-
ough Attorney Robert Renaud at Tues-
day night’s council meeting.

Officer Gennaro Mirabella, the
brother of Union County Freeholder
Al Mirabella, was charged with two
disorderly persons offenses for alleg-
edly going through the locked office
and desk of the borough’s chief finan-
cial officer and for allegedly tamper-
ing with currency to coin changers at
the Garwood Jumbo Wash. The cases,
which are classified as disorderly per-
sons offenses, were transferred to the
Westfield Municipal Court due to con-
flicts in Garwood.

All the charges were dropped at the
request of Borough Police Chief Wil-
liam Legg following Mr. Mirabella’s
resignation.

Mr. Paterson alleged that the coun-
cil accepted Mr. Mirabella’s resigna-
tion without knowing about a settle-
ment being signed by the borough. He
said that the members of the council
“should be outraged” and that it “leaves
a bad taste in my mouth.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy responded
that each member of the council gets a
package each week on borough busi-
ness and asks questions about any-
thing they wish. Chief Legg added that
it was his recommendation that the
mayor and council accept Mr.
Mirabella’s resignation.

Mr. Renaud was then prompted to
stand up and address Mr. Paterson.
Holding a printed copy of Mr.
Paterson’s blog “Garwood’s ‘Indepen-
dent’ T.R.E.E.,” Mr. Renaud said,

“Everybody’s entitled to their opin-
ion, but they’re not entitled to make up
facts.”

According to Mr. Renaud, there were
several “lies” in Mr. Paterson’s blog
regarding meetings that “did not hap-
pen.” Mr. Renaud said he did draft the
agreement between the borough and
Mr. Mirabella based on the “terms that
were given to me” and that there is
nothing in the agreement regarding
criminal charges.

Mr. Paterson countered that the in-
cident with Mr. Mirabella mirrors other
problems in New Jersey and stated
that Mr. Renaud is “part of it” as his
law firm does work for Union County.
Mr. Paterson said the “public is always
left out of the loop” and that this inci-
dent is “an embarrassment” as Mr.
Mirabella will be able to serve as a
police officer again somewhere else.

Chief Legg told Mr. Paterson that if
he feels that the chief did something
wrong he is free to go to the Union
County Prosecutor’s office or the state
Attorney General’s office to file a com-
plaint. The chief also said he thinks the
situation “worked out well for the tax-
payers of Garwood” as no town is
permitted to suspend a police officer
without pay unless the officer is under
indictment, and that a speedy resolu-
tion to these types of matters saved the
borough money in pay and legal fees.

In other business, Mayor
McCarthy announced he recently
met with representatives from NJ
Transit regarding a potential new
development on South Avenue. Ten-
tative dates of April 14 and 15 have
been set to hold workshops in order
to get input from borough residents
regarding the project.
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Eric Wildstein for The Westfield Leader
SEEKING EXEMPTION...Westfield Board of Education President Ginny Leiz, Vice-President Julia Walker and Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan, pictured from left to right,  discuss the implications of a reduction in state aid during
Tuesday’s Westfield Board of Education meeting.


