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‘Silhouette Lady’
Returns to Juxtapose
WESTFIELD – The lost art of sil-

houette cutting is headed for a revival
when Westfield’s Juxtapose Gallery
hosts Ruth Grabner, one of the few
professional silhouette cutters in the
United States, on Saturday, February
27.

The silhouette – a profile of a per-
son, animal or thing that is cut from
black paper and placed against a white
background – dates back to the days
before the camera.

Silhouette cutting originated in Eu-
rope and became especially popular
in France during the 18th and 19th
centuries.

Known as the “Silhouette Lady,”
Mrs. Grabner has been cutting silhou-
ettes of people and pets for 30 years.

After drawing a preliminary sketch
to assure herself that the dimensions
are correct, she cuts out the image on
black paper and glues it to a white
background. Each silhouette takes ap-
proximately 15 minutes to complete.

Ms. Grabner will be at Juxtapose
Gallery to create children’s silhou-
ettes from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Febru-
ary 27.

For appointments, call (908) 232-
3278.

Juxtapose Gallery is located at 58
Elm Street in Westfield.

FREE
WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST TIME GUEST

Women: Free Bikini Line, Eye Brow, or Under Arm
Men: Free Eye Brow, Ear, or Nose

TRY US OUT
FOR FREETODAY!

No purchase necessary, first time guest,
must be local state resident.

CALL NOW TO MAKE
YOUR RESERVATION!

European Wax Center - Garwood
520 North Ave • Garwood, NJ 07027

(Across from ShopRite, Next to Massage Envy)

908.789.1515
www.waxcenter.com

Calling All SPFHS
Repertory Theatre Alumni

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
All alumni of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s Repertory Theatre are
invited to join this year’s cast and
crew of Curtains (The Musical Com-
edy Whodunit) at a reception directly
following the 3 p.m. matinee on Sun-
day, March 14.

Guests are welcome, and food and
drink will be served. The reception
will last one hour, and cast members
will join the former performers for
the first 30 minutes, giving everyone
the opportunity to reminisce about 36
years of Rep Theatre productions.

Performances of Curtains will be
held on Friday, March 12, at 8 p.m.,
Saturday, March 13, at 8 p.m., Sun-
day, March 14, at 3 p.m., Thursday,
March 18, at 7 p.m. (new time), Fri-
day, March 19, at 8 p.m. and Satur-
day, March 20, at 8 p.m. All take
place at the Manya Ungar Memorial
Auditorium at Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School, located at 667
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

Tickets can be purchased by
emailing reptix@comcast.net. Prices
are $12 for adults, $8 for seniors (age
60 and up) and $8 for students. Please
include performance dates, number
and type of tickets and total amount
due.

Payment can be made by cash or
check, made out to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Repertory Theatre. Payment
may be mailed with ticket order or
made at the time of ticket pick-up, in
the front lobby of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School on Monday or
Wednesday evenings from 7-8 p.m.
beginning Wednesday, February 3 (no
pick up on Monday, February 15).

For questions, call Randi Traiman
at (908) 322-6533. Questions about
the reception and RSVPs can be di-
rected to Grace Cheney at (908) 889-
6436.

Cohen, Gabrielian
To Perform at Musicales

Violinist Diana Cohen will perform at the Mid-Day Musicales series at The
First Congregational Church of Westfield on Wednesday, February 24.

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, will present
violinist Diana Cohen and pianist
Tanya Gabrielian on Wednesday,
February 24, as part of its acclaimed
Mid-Day Musicales series. The pro-
gram will feature works of Bach and
Beethoven.

These free, half-hour noon con-
certs are followed by an optional $7
soup-and-sandwich luncheon in the
church’s social hall.

Violinist Ms. Cohen was appointed
concertmaster of the Kalamazoo

Symphony Orchestra in 2007. Pre-
viously, she served as concertmaster
of the Charleston Symphony, a posi-
tion she held for three seasons. In
that time, she performed as a soloist
with the symphony on 10 occasions
with works from Mozart to John
Corigliano.

Ms. Cohen was concertmaster of
the Cleveland Institute of Music Or-
chestra, principal second of the New
York String Orchestra at Carnegie
Hall and has been rotating principal
of the Iris Chamber orchestra since
its inaugural season.

Ms. Gabrielian’s international suc-
cesses include first prizes in both the
2004 Scottish International Piano
Competition and the 2003 Aram
Khachaturyan International Piano
Competition. She has performed in
renowned concert halls throughout
North America, Europe and Asia,
and was featured on the cover of the
November 2007 issue of the maga-
zine Clavier.

Recent and upcoming perfor-
mances include recitals in the Myra
Hess Concert Series in Chicago,
Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully Hall
in New York, Wigmore Hall in Lon-
don and Salle Cortot in Paris, as well
as live radio broadcasts from KCSN
in Los Angeles, WGBH in Boston,
WFMT in Chicago and NPR.

To learn more, call (908) 233-
2494.

WSO Concert Will Offer
‘Variations on a Latin Beat’

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The passion and
energy of Latin-based music are the
foundation of this Saturday’s
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) concert, “Variations on a
Latin Beat,” which begins at 8 p.m.
at the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway.

Music Director David Wroe will
conduct a suite of Spanish ballet
music, a choreographed symphonic
tango fantasy, a new piece by a
younger American composer and an
American piano concerto with roots
in South America.

Following the second suite of
dances from Manuel de Falla’s bal-
let “The Three-Cornered Hat,” tango
masters Carolina Jaurena and Diego
Blanco and their company of danc-
ers will take the stage for a multifac-
eted “Tango Fantasy.”

According to Mr. Wroe, the world
of tango, in general, consists of tradi-
tional and modern music. This fan-
tasy reflects that contrast by begin-
ning with the traditional tango “La
Comparsita” by Gerardo Matos
Rodriguez (used in the movie Some
Like It Hot) and continuing with se-
lections by Astor Piazzolla, whom
Mr. Wroe refers to as “the undispu-
table master of modern tango.”

Piazzolla is represented with the
slow ballad “Oblivion” and the more
dramatic “Lo Que Vendra” and “Adios
Nonino.” The fantasy concludes in an
upbeat, festive mood with a tradi-
tional Milonga called “La Punalada”
by Pintin Castellanos.

“[This fantasy is] a marriage of
Argentinean folk music and sym-

phonic sound, which we believe is
enticing for our audience, and it’s an
example of an artistic offering that
we, the symphony, could not present
by ourselves,” Mr. Wroe said, refer-
ring to the WSO’s efforts to bring
classical music to a wider audience
by partnering with other arts organi-
zations.

Another significant partnership that
will figure in the concert is the ap-
pearance of Composer-in-Residence
Missy Mazzoli, executive director of
the MATA (Music at the Anthology)
Festival of New Music, an organiza-
tion dedicated to commissioning and
promoting new works by young com-
posers.

Her residency in Westfield, includ-
ing a school visit, is made possible
through Music Alive: New Partner-
ships, a residency program of the
League of American Orchestras and
Meet the Composer.

This national program is designed
to establish new relationships between
composers and orchestras, help or-
chestras present new music to the
public and build support for new
music within their institutions.

Leadership funding for Music Alive
is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, with additional support
from The Aaron Copland Fund for
Music and The ASCAP Foundation
Joseph and Rosalie Meyer Fund.

Mr. Wroe said the WSO feels enor-
mously privileged to be one of the
few orchestras across the country that
has received this residency grant, and
Ms. Mazzoli said she is grateful for
the opportunity.

“It’s rare for a composer to have
experience working with an orches-

tra, and it’s hard to work your way
into that world [because] it’s hard to
get your music in front of conductors.
They’re inundated with scores,” she
said.

Ms. Mazzoli composed the one-
movement work “These Worlds in
Us” for the Yale Philharmonia in 2006
while pursuing a master’s degree at
the Yale School of Music. The piece
is dedicated to her father, who served
as a soldier in Vietnam, and the text is
taken from James Tate’s poem “The
Lost Pilot,” written about Tate’s fa-
ther, a pilot who lost his life while
serving in World War II.

“I wanted to create an emotional
world that reflected my father’s emo-
tional world,” Ms. Mazzoli said. The
title comes from the poem’s final
line:  “you…unwilling to tell
me…that it was a mistake that placed
you in that world, and me in this; or
that misfortune placed these worlds
in us.”

Mr. Wroe believes the WSO audi-
ence will be immediately attracted to
the piece. “It’s a moving, reflective,
well-crafted piece that shows great
maturity and warmth,” he said.

Concluding the program is George
Gershwin’s Concerto in F with Elena
Baksht, a Russian pianist and poet,
and a member of the piano faculty at
the College of Music at Michigan
State University, at the keyboard.

Although the concerto was com-
posed by an American, Mr. Wroe said
it is loosely connected to the concert’s
theme because of manipulations of
rhythm. “I argue that certain aspects
of jazz are based, to a certain extent,
on the South American beat,” he said.

For tickets to Saturday’s concert,
call (908) 232-9400.

COULD BE CURTAINS FOR YOU...All alumni of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Repertory Theatre are invited to join this year’s cast and crew of
Curtains (The Musical Comedy Whodunit) at a reception directly following the 3
p.m. matinee on Sunday, March 14. (See article on page 20). Above, current
Repertory Theatre students rehearse Curtains.

Local Poets’ Passion for Writing
Unites Disparate Topics in Exit 13

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Almost every year
for the last 21, Fanwood resident Tom
Plante has edited and published Exit
13 Magazine, an anthology of poetry
containing the work of poets from
near and far.

This year’s edition, the 16th, con-
tains poems contributed by 51 poets,
24 of whom are from New Jersey. The
contributors range in age from 19 to
92.

Subtitled “The Crossroads of Po-
etry Since 1988,” Exit 13 Magazine is
constantly evolving in terms of po-
etic content.

“There’s always something differ-
ent in the magazine,” said Mr. Plante.
“In this issue, there is a poem about a
wrestling match in Mongolia and an-
other one about oil rigs near the mouth
of the Congo River,” he said.

Exit 13 Magazine is a veritable pot-
pourri of creativity and inspiration.

Ed Orr’s “The Long and Short of
It” is about a cemetery called
Southpost.

The poem details a short list of
cradle-to-grave dates as seen on tomb-
stones then ends with a punchy: “Hell,
I don’t know anyone here. Never did
and never will.”

In “South Philly 1935,” Ed Galing
writes of innocence lost working in a
bomb factory.

According to Mr. Plante, the seem-
ingly disparate topics addressed by
the poetry in Exit 13 Magazine are
actually connected by the passion of
the poets.

“What [the contributors] have in
common is that they all write down
their ideas, and they appreciate the
printed word on paper,” he explained.

Mr. Plante receives between 500
and 1,000 submissions for Exit 13
Magazine each year. Since the maga-
zine is an annual, sometimes the time-
lessness of the subject matter is slightly
compromised.

However, instead of viewing this as
a negative, Mr. Plante sees this “lag
time” as adding another dimension to
the anthology.

“It’s interesting to look beyond cur-
rent events to see bigger issues, [and]
more universal subject matter, even in
the simple acts of daily living,” he

said.
In addition to Mr. Plante, Fanwood

contributors to the 16th edition of
Exit 13 Magazine include Liza Katz,
Gary Szelc and Adele Kenny.

The anthology takes its name from
the New Jersey Turnpike Elizabeth
exit.

As in previous issues, the current
Exit 13 Magazine is punctuated with
photos of Exit 13 road signs from

across the country.
Mr. Plante works as a public rela-

tions officer for Union County. He is
also the co-director, along with Ms.
Kenny, of the Fanwood Arts Council.

Exit 13 Magazine is available for $8
and can be purchased by writing to
P.O. Box 423, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Additional information can also be
obtained by writing to Mr. Plante at
exit13magazine@yahoo.com.

Courtesy of Patricia Plante

LUCKY NUMBER 13...Exit 13 Magazine publisher and Fanwood resident Tom
Plante said, “It’s interesting to look beyond current events to see bigger issues,
[and] more universal subject matter, even in the simple acts of daily living.”


