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Lady Blue Devils Use Depth
To Outlast Swim Bears, 92-78

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Swim Boys Douse
S. Brunswick Boys, 126-44

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

third event, the 200-individual med-
ley, Becky Zhang at 2:26.53, Kylie
Bangs at 2:26.66 and Emily Smith at
2:33.4, touched 2-3-4. Wilson and
Kerr with respective times of 27.53
and 27.55 touched 2-3 in the 50-free
to give the Blue Devils a 36-26 lead at
the break.

The Blue Devils took 2-3-4 in the
100-butterfly with Charlotte
Murthishow at 1:10.72, Courtney Han
at 1:11.11 and Higgins at 1:12.53.
Kaveney at 58.79, Rose at 1:00.27
and Kyla Gargiulo at 1:02.26 placed
2-3-4 in the 100-free. Margaux
Fleischer at 6:11.87 and Emily Clauss
at 6:16.52 touched 2-3 in the 500-free
to give the Blue Devils a 62-48 lead
entering the 200-free relay event,
where Zhang, Kerr, Gargiulo and
Bangs at 1:52.13 touched second,
followed by Olivia Scrofani, Mady
Conone, Fleischer and Han at 1:56.64,
and Lauren Hughes, Michaela

Cavanaugh, Kelly Kalis and Emily
Smith at 1:58.17. Myers at 1:09.82
and Hughes at 1:11.81 took 2-4 in the
100-backstroke.

The top-seeded Blue Devils girls
were to face a tough, fifth-seeded
Montgomery team in the semifinal
round on February 15 before advanc-
ing to the finals today, February 18.

“We have a couple of real tough
ones coming up,” coach Smith com-
mented.
Westfield 92, E. Brunswick 78
200 medley relay: W (Rose, Kaveney,
DeLaFuente, Fetter) 1:55.49
200 free: Hillel (B) 2:05.56
200 IM: Melissa Co (B) 2:20.71
50 free: Bridgette Malervert (B) 26.89
100 fly: Co (E) 1:02.03
100 free: Hillel (E) 57.66
500 free: Kylie Suydam (E) 5:45.59
200 free relay: E (Malavert, Shannon
Carney, Erika Sha, Hillel) 1:51.67
100 back: Carney (E) 1:07.49
100 breast: Lemberg (W) 1:15.56
400 free relay: W (Meredith Smith,
Budnick, Kerr, Lemberg) 3:51.07

WHS to Host District 11;
Swimmers Face Bridgewater

Once upon a time, in the sleepy
little town of Westfield, in western
Union County, winning district wres-
tling championships was seemingly a
birthright. From 1963 to 1983, there
were only three years when the local
high school did not win a district title
– 1964, 1981 and 1982.

Some years – such as 1967, 1973
and 1975 – wrestlers from Westfield
High School (WHS) were so domi-
nant that they won nine of the 12
weight classes.

WHS will have 25 district champi-
onship years – the most recent being
in 2009 – on display on the wrestling
banner in the gym when it hosts this
year’s District 11 Tournament on Sat-
urday. But, barring the unexpected,
Kenilworth’s Brearley High School, a
newcomer to District 11, but one of
the state’s top teams in recent years,
will be the team champion. Besides
Brearley and WHS, the teams coming
to the Devils’ Den this weekend are:
Newark Central, Cranford, Elizabeth,
Linden, Rahway, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) and Newark Shabazz.

WHS junior Christian Barber will
seek his third district title, and he
could be involved in the day’s mar-
quee match-up. Figuring Barber and
Brearley’s Danny Ries both are in the
140-lb class and reach the final, Bar-
ber will be up against Ries, who won
two earlier meetings this winter.

If Barber wins his third title, he will
become the 12th WHS wrestler to be

a three-time district king; only WHS
Hall of Famer Cory Posey (1993-96)
is a four-time winner.

The other three-time champs are:
the Adelaar brothers, Pete (1967-69)
and Rick (1968-70), Bill Kenny (1967-
69), Frank Jackson (1968-70), Dave
Brown (1973-75), Jerry Gottlick
(1974-76), Joe Birmingham (1975-
77), Mark Giacone (1984-86), Paco
Gonzalez (1990-92) and Onur Tezucar
(1997-99).

“I enjoyed the dual meets more
than the tournaments,” Rick Adelaar
said last week. “I was very fortunate
to have wrestled under coach (Gary)
Kehler, who instilled in all of us the
team concept. Our teams were a group
of guys who had been together in
Westfield sports since we were in Little
League, right up through high school.

“Me and my brother Pete tangled all
the time, but I was usually on the losing
end of those bouts. Thinking back on
those days, I was very lucky to have
teammates like Frank Jackson, Keith
Grabel, Jay Kalbacher and the other
guys that helped form some great teams
throughout our high school years.”

Adelaar posted a 42-11-1 varsity
record. Older brother Pete was 43-8-
1 and oldest brother Bob (’62) was 20-
4 in two years. That’s 105 wins, 23
losses and two ties for the Adelaar
brothers. And, just as important, their
teams went a combined 59-10-3 dur-
ing that time.

“The district tournament I remem-
ber most was my sophomore year,”
Adelaar said. “I wasn’t even expected
to make it to the finals (where he upset
top-seeded Pat Smith of Linden, 2-1).
It was such an honor, to stand with
Pete and Bill Kenny and the others in
the winners’ circle, after helping
Westfield win the team title.”

SWIMMING UPDATE
The WHS and Bridgewater-Raritan

(B-R) swim teams are quite used to
squaring off late in the State Team
Tournament every year. When they
meet again today in the Public A North
2 final at the Raritan Bay YMCA
facility in Perth Amboy (boys at 3:30
p.m. and girls at 5:30 p.m.), it will be
the seventh straight meeting in the
sectional final for the boys teams, and
the third straight year for the girls
(and sixth in seven years).

Since 2000, the WHS and B-R boys’
teams have met eight times in states
and the girls’ teams six times, with the
WHS boys winning six times and the
WHS girls with a 6-0 mark. And even
the two losses by the WHS boys were
nearly shocking upsets.

In 2005, B-R posted a 100-70 regu-

lar-season victory, then won the sec-
tional title on a tiebreaker (power points)
after an 85-85 tie. The following year,
B-R coasted, 98-72, in the regular sea-
son, but found itself with a slim, 78½-
77½ lead heading into the final relay,
where it went 1-3 to win the sectional
title, 88½-81½. Two meets later they
were state champions.

Last Monday, the WHS teams swept
into tonight’s meets by both knock-
ing off Montgomery. The boys’ 36-
point victory margin was surprising
to some, since Montgomery had
beaten Bridgewater in a dual meet
and at their conference meet, while
B-R owns a win over WHS back in
early December.

In the boys sectional opener, Matt
Meserole came within .06 of a second
of making the Top 15 List in the 200
freestyle, which would’ve given him
a record seven (out of a possible eight)
events. Mezz’s 1:48.90 was just off
the 1:48.84 by Tim Romano in 1997.
In Monday’s meet, Mezz went 51.74
in the 100 fly and 51.17 in the 100
back, both No. 2 all-time.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
The WHS boys team just missed

qualifying for the state tournament
but got a fifth seed in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) and was to play
Dayton in its first-round game on Tues-
day. With a win, WHS would likely
play fourth-seeded Union in the
quarterfinals, on Saturday at 6 p.m. at
Roselle Catholic.

The girls earned a seventh seed in
the UCT and beat No. 10 Governor
Livingston 49-41 on Monday. They’ll
play second-seed Summit tonight in
the quarterfinals. The girls also quali-
fied for the state tournament and will
open on Tuesday, March 2, at Edison.

MURRAY HONORED
 Mike Murray (WHS, ’06) was the

co-winner of the Chris Zusi Memorial
Award at last Sunday’s 74th Union
County Hot Stove League dinner at
L’Affaire in Mountainside.

Murray, who was honored in 2007
as the Most Valuable Scholastic Base-
ball Player, won the Zusi as the Out-
standing Male Athlete in Union County.
The two time all-state catcher will soon
start his fourth season as the varsity
catcher at Wake Forest University.

Co-winner of the Zusi Award was
Mike Seamon of Rahway, a soccer

standout at Villanova University, and
a three-sport (soccer, basketball, base-
ball) star at Union Catholic High
School.

The award is named for the former
sports editor of the Elizabeth Daily
Journal.

RECORD BREAKER
Word is that Mark (Mongo)

Ankudovich recently broke the record
for eating hot dogs at Charlie’s Pool
Room in Alpha. Big Mark, an Alpha
local, downed 20 dogs, with sauce, in
one hour and 27 minutes; the old mark
was by Brandon Petrillo, 18 dogs in
one hour, 44 minutes. It was such big
news that a photo of the event made
the front page of the Easton (Pa.)
Express Times!

IN PASSING
We were saddened to hear from

Faithful Reader Pete Love (WHS, ’61)
in Mesa, Ariz., of the January 24 pass-
ing of Bob Haines (’59) at the age of
68 in Vero Beach, Fla. Haines was a 6-
foot-7-inch basketball star at WHS in
the late 1950s and later at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut.

In 1959, he helped WHS post a 24-
3 record and win the school’s first
UCT championship, beating Edison
Tech, Dayton, SP-F and Cranford; the
last two avenged regular-season losses.
The Devils then knocked off Irvington
and Kearny in states before losing to
Weequahic in the sectional champi-
onship game.

Fifty-one years later, those 24 vic-
tories are still the school record for
one season; the 1973 team also won
24, including the first 21 of the sea-
son, while losing just two – to Linden
in the UCT semis and Weequahic in
the sectional final.

Haines (school record 404 points,
328 rebounds) was far from a one-
man team. Teammates Tom Gilson
(371 pts), captain Ken Hite (297 pts),
Ray Bailey (274 pts, school record
341 rebounds), Jerry Dick (120 pts),
Tom Dudley (101 pts), Charlie Hoppin
(79 pts) and Larry Ritchie (51 pts)
provided plenty of assistance. Reed
Littlefield and Jim Hackett rounded
out the bench for coach John Lay.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Westfield Subs (261 South Av-
enue East) is C.J. Meyer. The junior ice
hockey forward assisted on all three
goals as WHS battled B-R to a 3-3 tie.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

ing second at 1:00.6 and Matt Trinkle
touching third at 1:03.8. Jack
Lorentzen with a time of 5:30.66 led
a sweep in the 500-free followed by
Lawrence Keating at 5:41.22 and
Trent Gabriel at 6:07.88. Brennan
Haly led the final sweep, touching
first in the 100-backstroke with a
time of 59.16, followed by Ryan
Hobson at 1:00.36 and Connor Moore
at 1:02.5.

Tim Walsh touched first in the 100-
free with a time of 52.37, while Yixao
Wang touched second at 56.21 and
Tim York finished fourth at 57.22.
Nick Boyle at 2:15.68 and Haly at
2:16.06 touched 1-2 in the 200-indi-
vidual medley, while Mike Oster at
23.7 and Taylor at 24.27 touched 1-2
in the 50-free.

“Tim Walsh, in the 100-free, is
building upon where he was at the
county games. Ryan Hobson has been
continually dropping time in what-
ever event we put him. Brennan Haly
the same! He is doing very well. He
dropped a significant amount of time
in the 100-back today. So there’s,
across the board, a lot of guys who
swam very well today, [including]
Matt Daniel in the 100-fly, so I’m
really pleased with the effort they put
in,” coach Knight said.

The Blue Devils also cleaned up in

the opening event, the 200-medley
relay, to grab a 10-4 lead. Larry Zhang,
Moore, Lorentzen and Mike Oster
finished first with a time of 1:46.94,
while Daniel, Alex Bond, Trinkle and
Kevin Oster placed third at 1:51.78.
Hobson, Gabriel, York and Mike
Blutfield took fourth at 1:56.43.

Meserole, Walsh, Kevin Oster and
Taylor touched first in the 200-free
relay with a time of 1:35.51, while
Shin, York, Bond and Wang touched
third at 1:42.24. Keating, Daniel,
Wang and Walsh took first in the 400-
free relay with a time of 3:40.25,
while Shin, Trinkle, Bond and Boyle
finished second at 3:41.82.

South Brunswick Viking Lincoln
Harris touched first in the 100-breast
at 1:09.73, followed by Mike Oster at
1:09.86, Bluefield at 1:13.52 and
Cordiero at 1:17.69.
Westfield 126, S. Brunswick 44
200 medley relay: W (Zhang, Moore,
Lorentzen, Mike Oster) 1:46.94
200 free: Meserole (W) 1:48.9
200 IM: Boyle (W) 2:15.68
50 free: Mike Oster (W) 23.7
100 fly: Daniel (W) 59.55
100 free: Walsh (W) 52.37
500 free: Lorentzen (W) 5:30.66
200 free relay: W (Meserole, Walsh,
Kevin Oster, Taylor) 1:35.51
100 back: Haly (W) 59.16
100 breast: Harris (SB) 1:09.73
400 free relay: W (Keating, Daniel, Wang,
Walsh) 3:40.25

Devil of the Week
C.J. Meyer
Ice Hockey

Somerville Matmen Top
Blue Devils, 37-27

The Somerville High School Pio-
neers wrestling team defeated
Westfield, 37-27, in Somerville on
February 13. The Blue Devils wound
up on the short side of two very close
decisions that decided which team
would be the winner.

Blue Devil Christian Barber
jumped up to 145 lbs to face Micah
Blair but dropped a 3-2 decision. At
140 lbs, Pioneer Alex Holderbaum
nipped Ellis Opoku, 4-2, but the Blue
Devils did get on the good side of a
close decision when Ryan Jennings
edged Vin Triozzi, 1-0.

At 152 lbs, Brian Henry pinned
Cory Snearowski in 4:18, and Chris
Tomasso followed at 160 lbs with an
8-4 decision over Steve Bouziotis.
Billy Kim pinned Matt Bruskin in
3:17 at 171 lbs, and Luke Gibbons
pinned Tony Ardon in 2:58 at 189 lbs.
Tom Snyder won his 215-lb bout with
Armando Munguia, 7-4.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

COLONIAL

Cranford. Beautiful 5,800+ square foot, 5 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial. Gourmet Eat-
In-Kitchen with Viking Stove, Granite Island and countertops, all custom, 2 dishwashers,
wine cooler, stainless steel appliances, dual fireplace in Great Room and Formal Dining
Room. Master Bedroom Suite with walk-in closet, large soaking tub, and glass enclosed
shower. Balcony, 2 gas heating units and 2 central air units, marble and wood floors, 2 car
attached garage.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/21  12-4PM

Westfield. This two year young Colonial is situated on a tranquil street, just steps from
school, parks and transportation. 1st floor: LR; FDR; sun room w/sliders to patio & fenced
yard; FR w/gas fplc; and a EIK w/SS appliances. 2nd floor: 3 BR, laundry room, & MBR
w/gas fplc, master bath. Fin bsmt w/high ceilings, 2 car att gar and a ready to finish attic.
Additional features: CAC, hdwd flrs, central vac, security system, professional landscaping
& sprinkler system. Directions: Central to Wyoming to Boulevard #1730.

Scotch Plains. Elegant 7 Bedroom, 4 Bath Custom Home offers a unique layout perfect
for an extended family. The spacious in-law suite, on the main level, has a kitchen, living/
dining area, 2 Bedrooms, full bath, separate garage, elevator for easy access, and handicap
accessibility. The fully finished ground level features a game room, recreation room with
fireplace, 2 Bedrooms and Bath. This home has a 3 car attached garage and is set on a near
half acre.

CUSTOM HOME

Westfield. New Construction 5 Bedroom, 4 Bath Colonial with great floor plan
including 2 story foyer, Living Room, Formal Dining Room, gourmet kitchen with center
island and granite counters opens to Family Room with gas fireplace. Flexible 1st floor
office/bedroom, Brazilian cherry floors. Master Bedroom with Sitting Room and large
Master Bath, 2 Car attached garage with paver driveway. Directions: Springfield Ave to
Woodbrook Circle to Drummond Rd #7.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/21  12-4PM CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Mountainside. All Brick/Stone 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial with old
world charm and today’s amenities. A 2 story entrance, Great Room and Recreation
Room with gas fireplace, Gourmet Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 car garage, full finished basement,
2 zone HVAC, stone patio on a cul-de-sac. Yesterday’s grandeur, today’s technology,
tomorrow’s dream.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very deep
properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and
customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall
Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like retreat
Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the many
appointments included in this gem.

Coach Marino wins 100th
Westfield 43, Cranford 26

Full Story Next Week


