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STAFF V. STUDENTS…Speech-Language Specialist Karen Walters and her stu-
dent, Elizabeth Chaung, both from Westfield, get ready for the Staff vs. Students
basketball game at the Midland School in North Branch. Midland serves students
with special needs from school districts throughout central and northern New Jersey.

THE GREAT KAPOK TREE…Mary Ann Harmer’s fourth grade class at Holy
Trinity Interparochial School presented The Great Kapok Tree, a tale of the
Amazon rain forest, by Lynne Cherry. It is about a man who goes into the
rainforest to cut down the trees, and when he falls asleep, the animals speak to him
and convince him to preserve the Rainforest by not cutting down the trees. The
play was presented to parents and students from grades K-3, including those
visiting from the school’s Mountainside campus, as part of the fourth grade’s
literature unit. This interdisciplinary unit concludes with students researching
the rainforests and constructing dioramas.
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WF’s Baum Earns
Deans Award at Colgate

WESTFIELD – Chelsea Baum,
daughter of Jeanine and Jon Baum of
Westfield, is a recipient of the Dean’s
Award for academic excellence dur-
ing the fall 2009 semester at Colgate
University, where she is a member of
the Class of 2012.

To be eligible for the Dean’s Award,
a Colgate student must achieve a 3.30
or higher average while carrying a
full course load of four courses per
semester.

A 2008 graduate of Kent Place
School, Chelsea is concentrating in
Peace and Conflicts Studies at
Colgate. She is also a member of the
Colgate Alpine Ski Team.

HONOREES…The Bloustein Scholars pictured, left to right, are: row one, Devra
Traiman, Lindsay Robinson, Jeremy Busch, Lauren Steinbeck, Mackenzie
Sizemore, Sruthi Narayanan and Lyndsey Douglas; row two, Sarah Canfield,
Kelsey Rossi, Timothy Carroll, Matthew Alfano, Stephen Scannell, Alanna
Salituro and Aleksandra Szczuka; row three, Sophie Chou, Geri Flood, Neha
Pannuri, Caitlin Hoynes-O’Connor, Victoria Dalessandro, Lauren Hirschhorn
and Melissa Goldberg. Not pictured are Alyson Linsenberg, Adam Offitzer,
Samantha Goldner, Samantha Henderson, Daniel Nizri, Jason Pearl and Andrew
VanHaasteren.

Gundrum of WF Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Ryan Gundrum of
Westfield, a senior at the University
of Maryland, attained placement on
the dean’s list and earned a 3.75 GPA
in the 2009 fall semester. Ryan, a
2006 Westfield High School gradu-
ate, is an Economics major. He will
graduate in May 2010. He is the son
of Monica and Bill Gundrum.

Prystupa Captures First
In WF Scholastic Chess Open

Westfield Scholastic open section chess
winners pictured, left to right, are: Ro-
man Rychkov, Praveen Balakrishnan,
Rishi Rajendran and Sasha Prystupa.

WESTFIELD – At the Westfield
Area “Y” on January 24, Westfield
Chess Club member Sasha Prystupa
of Westfield came
in first place in the
open section of the
Westfield Scholas-
tic by winning
three games ahead
of nine other play-
ers.

Sasha plays of-
ten at the Westfield
Chess Club, and on
January 31, he also
tied for first in his
section in the
Westfield Quads to
move his United
States Chess Fed-
eration rating up to 1,600, which
would place him 45th in the country
in the 10-year-old category for the
February supplement.

Living in Westfield, Sasha said he
plays often and actually has played in
25 events at the Westfield Chess Club

in the last year.
Sasha’s rating has
moved up from
1,272 to 1,600 in
the last year.

Two Westfield
Chess Club play-
ers from New Jer-
sey won chess
scholarships this
year, Andrew Ng
and Victor Shen.
15-year-old An-
drew won a four-
year scholarship to
the University of
M a r y l a n d

(UMBC), worth approximately
$69,760 out of state while 16-year-old
Victor won a four-year scholarship to
Tennessee Tech, worth $20,000.

Todd Lunna directed the Westfield
Scholastic for the Westfield Chess
Club.

Learning for Life
Term Begins March 8
PLAINFIELD – Learning for Life,

a senior-citizen educational program,
has operated in the Plainfield area for
39 years. Over a 10-week period,
starting March 8, it will offer a choice
of two courses on Monday mornings
at 10 and 11 a.m.

People can select from Tai Chi,
drawing and sketching, music, gar-
dening, issues and answers, knitting
and crocheting, trips without tickets,
and “Our American Story – Remem-
ber the Alamo.”

Registration for the classes will be
March 1, from 9:30 to 11 a.m., at the
rear office entrance of the United
Presbyterian Church, located at 525
East Front Street in Plainfield. The
registration fee for the courses is $20
for the 10-week term.

Following a bag lunch at noon,
with coffee or tea provided, a lecture
is presented, starting at 12:45 p.m.
The initial lecture on March 8 is
“Lenape Culture: An Introduction to
American Indian Life in New Jer-
sey.” It is funded by the Horizon
Speakers Bureau of the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities, and thus,
it is free.

Park Middle School
Helps Haiti Relief

SCOTCH PLAINS – When the
earthquake devastated Haiti earlier
this year, Park Middle School stu-
dents, staff and families stepped up to
help. The students, especially in the
French classes, who were studying
Haiti wanted to do something.

So, French teachers Kathy Stotler
and Alison Sabo, in conjunction with
Sixth Grade Geography teachers
Sacha Batra and Jan Townley, orga-
nized a school-wide fundraiser.

From January 19 through 22, stu-
dent volunteers collected change in
two large canisters during each grade’s
lunch period. In addition, students
were encouraged to bring donations
from home.

To the school’s surprise, an anony-
mous parent contacted the school to
say that they would match the stu-
dents’ donations up to $1,000. When
the students raised almost $4,000 on
their own, the family, in appreciation
of the efforts, increased their anony-
mous donation to $1,500.

HELPING HAITI…In four days, Park
Middle School students raised a total
collection of $5,439.16 to give to the
American Red Cross for the much-
needed aid in Haiti. Pictured, from left to
right, are: eighth grader Austin Kwinta,
sixth grader Paloma Epp, sixth grader
Maxwell Kearns, eighth grader Caroline
Ross and eighth grader Conor Kelly.

UCC to Host Workshop
On Veterans Health Issues

CRANFORD – On Friday, Febru-
ary 26, the Union County College
Office of Admissions, Records and
Registration, in partnership with the
New Jersey Department of Veteran
Affairs Health Care System, will be
hosting a workshop titled “Veterans
Health Issues” from noon to 2 p.m. in
the Executive Education Center, lo-
cated on the second floor of the Cam-
pus Center on the Cranford campus.

This workshop is for any veteran
who may be suffering from a physi-
cal or mental illness, or who needs

assistance but does not know how
the Department of Veteran Affairs
can help.

On site that day will be medical
and mental health professionals from
the Department of Veteran Affairs
treatment centers in Lyons and East
Orange who will present informa-
tion on resources available to help
veterans in need. The workshop will
also cover how the Veteran Affairs
benefits may be able to help a vet-
eran take classes at Union County
College.

The college’s Cranford campus is
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue.
Seating is limited for this free work-
shop. Those planning to attend
should call (908) 709-7518 or e-
mail reception@ucc.edu to register.

As well, if a veteran planning to
attend is in need of special accom-
modations due to a disability, con-
tact Heather Keith, coordinator of
Services for Students with Disabili-
ties, at (908) 709-7164.

SP-F VFW Announces
Essay Contest Winners

 SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— The Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post 10122 of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood recently sponsored the lo-
cal VFW Patriot’s Pen Essay Writing
Contest for sixth-, seventh- and
eighth-grade students. This year’s
theme was “When Is The Right Time
To Honor Our Military Heroes?” Stu-
dents were required to write an origi-
nal essay between 300 and 400 words.

 Chairman Joe McCourt has an-
nounced Post 10122’s winners. They
are: First Place: Paige Crandall, Terrill
Middle School/sixth grade; Second
Place: Sara Sikora, Terrill Middle
School/seventh grade; Third Place:
Ian Cappelli, Park Middle School/
eighth grade.

Each winner will be presented with
a U.S. Savings Bond, a Medal and a
Certificate of Merit at awards cer-
emonies to be conducted at their
schools in the spring.

 The three students’ essays were

entered in the VFW District 5 (Union
County) level of competition. Ian cap-
tured first place while Sara garnered
second place. Ian and Sara will be
honored at a VFW District 5 awards
program in March.

 In recognition of his first-place
achievement in the District 5 judging,
Ian, along with his family, attended
an awards dinner at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Cherry Hill on January 30.
Sponsored by the VFW Department
of New Jersey, this event honored the
first-place winners from each of the
21 counties in New Jersey.

 Chairman McCourt observed that
the overall quality of the essays was
excellent. He extends his congratula-
tions to the winning students and ex-
presses his appreciation to all the
pupils who submitted an essay.

Mr. McCourt also thanks the teach-
ers and staff for their support of this
year’s Patriot’s Pen Essay Writing
Contest.

Three Local Students
Earn Academic Honors

AREA – Three area students were
lauded for their academic achieve-
ments at Washington and Lee Uni-
versity.

Westfield residents Katherine Rob-
erts and Claire Moryan, both sopho-
mores, earned dean’s list status for
the recently ended fall term.

Dean’s list status at Washington
and Lee represents a term grade-av-
erage of at least 3.4 on a 4.0 scale.

Katherine is the daughter of Rever-
end and Mrs. Raymond Roberts.
Claire is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Jeffrey Moryan.

Scotch Plains resident Colin
Campbell, a junior, has earned honor
roll status for the recently ended fall
term.

Honor roll status at Washington
and Lee represents a term grade-av-
erage of at least 3.75 on a 4.0 scale.

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jef-
frey Campbell of Scotch Plains.
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The weekly column written by local high school students

A True Taste of College Life
By ALEXA ZEPKA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I’m not going to lie – I’m the most
renowned homebody that I know. This state-
ment is so true that I’m guaranteed I would
have stolen Dorothy’s famous line, “there’s
no place like home,” for my senior quote (if
I wasn’t such an avid Garth Brooks fan).

Out of all my college-bound friends, I’m
the only one who applied to schools with a
maximum driving distance of two hours
and a minimum driving distance of 40
minutes. Life without the comfort of my
own bed and my mom’s home-cooked meals
seemed unfathomable…until I spent three
days living in a dorm at Fairfield University
for Magis Scholars weekend.

On the drive up to Connecticut, I pressed
my head against the back seat window of
my mom’s van and gazed at the cars zipping
down the parkway. With my iPod buds
practically glued to my ears, I listened to
Josh Groban’s melodic voice and internally
questioned whether or not venturing away
would be the best decision for me, even for
just a short period of time.

The following thoughts were erupting
within my head like a volcano: I’m not
going to know anybody, I’ll have to sleep on
a stranger’s floor, I’m going to attend in-
timidating classes with real college stu-
dents, and I’m going to eat…well, college
food (insert displeasing adjective here).

To my great surprise, as soon as I arrived
on campus, I immediately felt welcome. I
sat on a couch in the campus center with my
parents and waited to meet my host. She
turned out to be a kindhearted, perky fresh-
man with a passionate love for learning and
a devotion to honors-level studies. One look
at her assured me that our personalities
would be ironically compatible.

When we began the journey to her dorm
where I would be staying for the next few
days, I lugged my sleeping bag, suitcase and
plaid pillow down the gravel path and paid
close attention to my surroundings.

The campus was decent-sized, lined with
sandy-colored brick buildings, lush green
fields and jubilant red Fairfield University
flags draped from colonial lampposts. I
heard through the grapevine that the most
important question one must ask in assess-
ing his or her potential college choice is the
following: can I see myself here?

Luckily, the walk was rather long, which
provided me with sufficient time to ob-
serve. The students looked happy as they
strolled about campus and everyone seemed
to be traveling in groups while talking to one
another.

By simply evaluating student manner-
isms, I was able to gain a sense of familial
closeness that was prevalent at this univer-
sity. I made a mental note-to-self: Does this
place have peppy-looking, friendly students?
Check.

Although my potential peers looked re-
assuring, I knew that the scariest part of my
experience (which was actually seeing the
inside of the dorms) was coming next. Sure,
I’ve done quite a few campus tours already,
but thanks to “The Catcher in the Rye,” I
have been well versed in phoniness for a
few years now.

The epitome of such a term can be de-
fined by the staged-room college tour guides
will show you when you visit their campus.

It’s the one room decorated by Bed Bath
and Beyond with that college’s name ironed
onto the perfectly-made bed, that college’s
flag hanging from the ceiling and a stuffed
animal of that college’s mascot sitting on
top of the dresser.

This weekend, however, I was preparing
to enter a realm of truth – to see how college
students actually live. When my host un-
locked her door, I was relieved that I did not
have to jump in shock or conjure up some
excuse about why I suddenly needed to
return home to Jersey.

Although the room was not luxurious by
any means, there was something rather
quaint about it; the two girls I was living
with had corkboards with pictures of them-
selves and their families, in addition to all
sorts of Fairfield knick-knacks.

Their beds were not perfectly made and
their clothes were not neatly folded or color-
coordinated in their dressers, yet I appreci-
ated the fact that the room was a realistic
depiction of college life.

Of course, watching college students and
living in a dorm gave me tremendous in-
sight into the school, but the most rewarding
part of my visit was attending the classes.

A few weeks before I embarked on my
journey, I was sent a list of possible course
selections in the mail. The ones I decided on
were Spanish civilization and culture, con-
temporary English literature and Art his-
tory.

I was enlightened to find that every class
was unique and intriguing, and I was sur-
prised by how the professors knew
everybody’s name. If I didn’t have the
chance to sit in on these classes, I may not
have seen the true effectiveness of a small
student to teacher ratio.

After staying at Fairfield University, I
have come to the conclusion that college is
an entirely different (and much more excit-
ing) ball game than high school. My ability
to live in a dorm and spend adequate time at
the university enabled me to feel united
with a college community while enhancing
my knowledge about its various programs
and opportunities.

More universities should offer this over-
night experience to accepted students, for it
can truly make all the difference in helping
high school seniors solidify their college
decisions. My personal time spent at Fairfield
has assisted me tremendously by opening
my eyes to what I’d like to gain from four
years of college.

While it is great to be back home, I do
miss spending time with 20-year-olds who
order mozzarella sticks to their dorm rooms
at midnight.

Alexa is a college-bound senior at
Westfield High School.

2009 SPFHS Grad
Makes Elon Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Caitlin
Campbell, daughter of Jeff and Jerilyn
Campbell of Scotch Plains, has been
named to the dean’s list for the 2009
fall semester at Elon University.

The dean’s list is comprised of stu-
dents with no grade below a B minus and
a grade point average of at least 3.50 in
a minimum of 12 semester hours.

Caitlin is currently a freshman at
Elon and is a 2009 graduate from
Scotch Plains–Fanwood High School.
She is double majoring in Elementary
Education and Special Education.
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