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ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, February 25th, 2010 at Ferraro’s South in Westfield, New Jersey and 
Saturday, February 27th, 2010 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New Jersey. 
Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 3 7   years, and his 
group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 
process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation,
divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 
domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child
related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2010
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2010
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
570 Springfield Ave. 
Summit, New Jersey 07901
908-273-3000
www.grandsummit.com

Major renovations are underway!

Now’s the best time to join the JCC.
New!

New!

New!

New!

Join Now For 

the Lowest 

Available Rates!

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Commentary

Freeholders Should Withdraw
From the Association of Counties

A number of counties around the state are not happy
with the financial practices of the New Jersey Association
of Counties (NJAC). Hunterdon County dropped its mem-
bership last year after its request for additional financial
information on NJAC’s budget was not released. Now
Morris County plans to withhold its $10,000 membership
dues. Freeholders in Warren and Sussex County also are
leaning in this direction.

The NJAC is a lobbying group and the taxpayers are
funding their employees’ pensions and health care. This is
absurd.

We ask that our Union County Freeholders withdraw
from the NJAC. Granted, $10,000 in dues is not a major
item in the county’s $443-million budget. But dropping
the NJAC lobbyists sends an important signal that these
abuses are not going unchallenged. In addition to the
membership dues collected from 20 counties, there are
obviously significant funds spent annually on conven-
tions, travel expenses and related costs for NJAC officials,
as well as for county officials.

The NJAC’s budget is not published on its website.
Why not? On its website, NJAC describes itself as an
“advocacy group for county governments and their tax-
payers” that “promotes federal and state legislative initia-
tives that advance county interests, fosters cooperation
and coordination” among the state’s counties and “aids
county officials in providing efficient and effective ser-

vice to their constituencies.” Do we really need a lobbying
group with a fat budget paid for by taxes to do that?

Freeholders should work with their state and federal
representatives. How many layers of government and
lobbyists do we really need?

Those freeholders pulling their NJAC memberships are
upset over the NJAC Executive Director Celeste Carpiano’s
$205,000 salary, a $72,000 bump from what she made
seven years ago. Also, some of the lobbying group’s six
employees are enrolled in the state pension system. Why
are the taxpayers paying for lobbying groups’ employees
pensions?

But it is not just the NJAC. Towns pay dues to the New
Jersey League of Municipalities. Boards of educations
are required to pay for membership in the state’s School
Boards Association where taxpayers also fund their pen-
sions and health care. Shouldn’t these practices be ended
as well?

And of course there are the numerous sewerage, bridge
and highway authorities. These groups simply are not
accountable to anyone. The latest scandal at the Passaic
Valley Sewerage Authority, where the executive director
was being paid over $300,000 a year, is another example
from a long list.

With all these lobbying groups, commissions and au-
thorities out there milking the public, we have to ask, who
is lobbying for the best interests of the taxpayers?

Fun With Travel;
The Great Wall of China

BIRD’S EYE VIEW...Gene Jannotti of Garwood takes a break last week from his assignment in Hong Kong to visit The
Great Wall of China while reading his favorite newspaper.

Les Marmitons Plan
Chef Ubhaus Dinner
CRANFORD – Les Marmitons of

Cranford will welcome Chef Robert
Ubhaus, the chef/owner of Rob’s Bis-
tro in Madison.

The chef will guide members and
guests through the preparation and
enjoyment of a five-course meal
paired with wines.

The menu includes fennel-scented
vichyssoise; seared “La Belle Farms”
foie gras; tartiflette – Yukon gold
potatoes, lardons, caramelized onions
and Les Freres cheese; choucroute
garnie – sauerkraut with pork loin,
bacon and pork sausages; and white-
and dark-chocolate mousse coupe
with fresh raspberries.

The Les Marmitons of Cranford
cooking event will be held at The
Kenilworth VFW on 21st Street in
Kenilworth at 5:30 p.m. on March 8.
The event is open to members and
guests.

Les Marmitons is an international
culinary and social club of gentlemen
who share a common interest in
friendship shared in preparation, un-
derstanding and enjoyment of fine
food, wine and culinary arts.

Les Marmitons of Cranford meet
on the second Monday of each month,
from September through May. For
more information on Les Marmitons
of Cranford, see lesmarmitons.org and
select the Cranford Chapter, or e-
mail Richard Dreher, president, at
rdreher@cranfordmarmitons.org.

Leaders Who Have Done So Much
To Make America Great

Letters to the Editor

My children attend Westfield public
schools. They have benefited from
many of their teachers who readily
make themselves available for extra
help before school, after school and

during their free periods.
February 12 was Lincoln’s birthday.

Abraham Lincoln, the Great Emanci-
pator, held this country together dur-
ing it’s most troubled time. Unfortu-
nately, Abraham Lincoln’s birthday
wasn’t celebrated, nor were his ac-
complishments noted in my children’s
schools on February 12. His birthday
isn’t noted on the Westfield public
school calendar, nor is Washington’s
birthday noted.

Sometimes, the Pledge of Allegiance
isn’t recited daily in classrooms as
required by Board of Education policy.
While it is important that our children
are given a strong foundation in “read-
ing, writing and ‘rithmatic,” it is also
important that they are given a strong
understanding of our nation’s history
and the leaders who have done so
much to make America great.

Mark Frega
Westfield

Volunteer EMS Crews
Help During Snow

It’s been said volunteer EMS is like
oxygen: most people don’t realize they
need it until they don’t have it.

Unless they required medical assis-
tance during the last three snowstorms,
most New Jerseyans likely were bliss-
fully unaware their local volunteer ambu-
lance crews remained staffed and ready to
respond to calls. Foregoing warm beds
and lazy snow days with their families,
countless volunteer EMTs throughout the
state slept at their squad buildings during
the storms to make sure calls were an-
swered without delay. When calls came
in, these volunteers gladly braved the
elements to help neighbors and strangers
alike – free of charge.

The next time Mother Nature throws
New Jersey a curve ball, think about the
EMS volunteers donating their time to
help you, even if you never have the
occasion to call them.

Barbara Aras,  President
New Jersey State First Aid Council

Board’s Variance at Cowperthwaite
Should Be Overridden by Westfield

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and the town
council, and copied to this newspaper.

*****
I am writing to express my shock,

dismay and frustration regarding the Board
of adjustment’s decision on Monday,
February 8, to approve the 37
Cowperthwaite Place project. It is not
solely because I disagree with the deci-
sion that I register this complaint; I also
strongly disagree with the standards by
which the approval was granted.

The applicant, Charles Piganowski
(Charles Construction Co.), proposed a
three-story, two-family structure to re-
place the existing vacant single family
home. The applicant was seeking two “d”
variances: one for maximum floor area
ratio (allowed – 40 percent; proposed –
118 percent) and one for allowance of the
least restrictive use permitted when dif-
ferent zone standards apply (permitted is
a one-family residence; proposed was a
two-family residence). He was also seek-
ing relief for nine “c” variances to include
a parking waiver.

The lot on which this proposed structure
is to be built measures 50 feet by 50 feet.
The building has been vacant since No-
vember 2004 and has been allowed to
dilapidate, necessitating property mainte-
nance code enforcement by the town. The
residents in the immediate neighborhood
have supported a single-family dwelling
on this site using the same footprint as the
existing building, which the applicant is
aware of from previous meetings.

To grant a “d” variance, an applicant
must demonstrate “hardship” according
to the Municipal Land Use Law, showing
that the denial of the variance would
result in an “undue hardship” for the
applicant. In this case, the applicant ar-
gued his “hardship” was that the “lot was
undersized” and should be granted relief.
The applicant was aware of the lot size at
the time of purchase many years ago and
knew the limits of development.

Obviously, these factors limit the use
of the land, and in effect define the desir-
ability and value of the land. If the appli-
cant does not agree with the limitations of
a 50x50 [foot] lot and single-family dwell-
ing, why in fact did he purchase the land

in the first place?
It does not take much reasoning to

determine that a builder can dramatically
increase his profit by systematically pur-
chasing low-value, restricted land in high-
value districts, seek variances to increase
the utility and the value of the land, devel-
oping and selling the now higher-valued
property. It would appear that in this and
others, developers are manipulating the
system, at the expense of the board, the
town and the residents of Westfield.

I am concerned that by granting this
“d” variance it may set a precedent invit-
ing similar “relief” and infill in other
areas. The Land Use Task Force commis-
sioned by you and the council two years
ago reviewed issues contributing to over-
development including revision of the
floor area ratio ordinance.

The applicant argued that the two-fam-
ily dwelling would be more in keeping
with the neighboring Westfield Arms
apartment building and the condomini-
ums across the street. These multi-family
dwellings are on larger lots that support
their size. It is questionable if the denial of
this variance would create an undue hard-
ship for the applicant. Now the neighbor’s
house next door will be the only single-
family dwelling.

The proposed structure includes two
grade level garages at the street. The
garage itself will serve as the parking
space as there is insufficient room to park
a car in front of the garage. A waiver for
parking was granted for a third space but
the board may have not considered the
number of on-street parking spaces lost to

this project. Currently, on-street parking
is at maximum capacity each day.

Safety issues can result from the high
volume of traffic and parking on the street.
Backing out onto the street will be dan-
gerous due to an inability to see around
parked cars and traffic from the intersec-
tion of Prospect and Cowperthwaite,
which is close by. This is also a heavily
trafficked area that is a direct route for
students attending Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School.

It was further argued that “anything”
would be better on this lot than what is
presently there, suggesting a strategy of
demolition by neglect. The applicant is
solely responsible for the current condi-
tion of the property. Continued enforce-
ment of property maintenance codes are
needed to deter such arguments in future
applications. As this application was car-
ried over eight times, it would appear a
strategy is in place to deliberately delay in
order to wear down and deter neighbor’s
opposition to the project. It is unfortunate
that after so many had attended meetings
for so long, that only one was available to
speak in opposition when the case was
finally heard.

This project should have been denied
by the board based on the requested “d”
variances. A single-family dwelling
should have been recommended. This
would have been supported by the neigh-
borhood. I would like to discuss this with
you by appointment. Thank you.

Sharon Stockwell
Westfield


