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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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All In this Country Should
Recognize These Portraits

What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is
really not that. It’s actually the holiday celebrat-
ing George Washington’s birth in 1732, accord-
ing to the United States Office of
Personnel Management. Granted
too, there’s some argument about
what calendar was in use during
that time. Although it’s popu-
larly thought that Presidents’ Day
is the combination of
Washington’s and Abraham
Lincoln’s birthday, Lincoln’s
birthday on February 12, 1809,
never became a federal holiday;
but it did become a legal holiday
in several states, such as New
Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved sev-
eral federal holidays.
Washington’s Birthday holiday
of February 22 was moved to the
third Monday in February each year. Since
taking effect in 1971, it was intended to simplify
the calendar and give government workers three-
day weekends.

The fact that there are three-
day weekends now seems the
important feature of most holi-
days today — such as Presidents’
Day, Memorial Day and Labor
Day. It’s hard to remember the
real reasons for the holidays. The
reasons seem to be passed over
in the news and neglected in the
classrooms. Are there more
pressing, “politically correct” is-
sues to espouse on the air and to
teach in the schools? Is shop-
ping, vacationing and appealing
to the lowest common denomi-
nator now more in vogue?

One could question the sig-
nificance of a general who hardly
won a battle, except for his last one – or a
statesman who hardly won an election, except
for his last one.

George Washington was the great general
with few victories. He’s called the “Father of
Our Country” and most of us know that he was
the first President of the United States.

Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that
hardly won an election. Considered one of the
greatest Presidents, he was the sixteenth Presi-

dent of the United States and
was assassinated in office at the
start of his second term in 1865.

Which of the two above said
“Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your
own reputation; for ’tis better to
be alone than in bad company.”
or “Government is not reason.
Government is not eloquence. It
is force. And, like fire, it is a
dangerous servant and a fearful
master.”

These are quotes of George
Washington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at
Gettysburg: “that we here highly

resolve that these dead shall not have died in
vain — that this nation, under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom — and that government of

the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the
earth.”

His quote inscribed on one wall
of the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C. is, “With mal-
ice toward none; with charity for
all; with firmness in the right, as
God gives us to see the right, let
us strive on to finish the work we
are in; to bind up the nation’s
wounds....”

We think it is important for our
children to know of these great
men of perilous times, of their
character and sacrifice, of their
contribution to country and man-
kind.

We hope society, the media
and the schools reverse their trend of overlook-
ing them. If not, will our good fortune overlook
us?

These are men of great character – a trait
desperately needed in the world today. Try an
experiment. Ask your children to identify these
photographs.

George Washington

Abraham Lincoln

We Support the Governor;
So Should We All in New Jersey

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie must
balance the budget by reducing taxes and by
reducing expenditures. There is no other choice.
Raising taxes will not increase revenue as is
evident from the people and businesses that are
fleeing the state.

The governor must crush the crooks, wipe out
the abuses and brush aside the greedy. We be-
lieve he intends to do that.

Then, the governor must treat all sincere par-

ties fairly to evenly distribute the coming sacri-
fices. We believe he intends to do that.

The governor must elicit wisdom from his
staff and all others to impart permanent struc-
tural changes to the state’s finances. We believe
he intends to do that.

The governor must have the tenacity to fend
off the critics and those self-serving. We believe
he intends to do that.

Now, what do you intend to do?

Reagan Freed Tens of Millions,
Where Is His Nobel Peace Prize?

Letter About Church Sign:
Bigotry or Anti-Advertising?

Country’s Current Economy
Is a Mixed Economy

Party Democracy Act
Is A ‘Useless Document’

‘There Is No Cell Tower
Going Up At Runnells’

Tina Renna’s letter to the editor (“Ber-
keley Heights is getting a Cell Tower at
Runnells Hospital” February, 11, 2010)
is yet another installment in the ongoing
campaign of deceit and smears by this
author against her former client, the
County of Union.

Had this self-appointed “watcher” ac-
tually lived up to her own hype, and done
her homework instead of choosing delib-
erate inaccuracy, she would have learned
that there is no cell tower going up at
Runnells Hospital.

The item she is referring to is a public
bid that would, in essence, renew a con-
tract for cellular transmitting and receiv-

ing equipment that has existed on the roof
of Runnells Hospital since 1991. It is
basically a box containing the cellular
equipment that does not extend over the
ledge of the roof. When the previous lease
expired, the county conducted an open
public bid to comply with law.

Ms. Renna could have easily requested
the bid documentation and the old lease
and learned this, but chose not to. She
already took the convenient short cut
around the truth to continue her smear
campaign.

Sebastian D’Elia
Communications Director

County of Union

Recently, the Free World celebrated
the anniversary of the end of the Cold
War. Ronald Reagan was directly in-
volved in this historic event (see Time,
February 24, 1992), which freed tens of
millions of people in Eastern Europe.

Where was the Nobel Peace Prize Com-

mittee? Ronald Reagan freed tens of mil-
lions; instead they awarded Jimmy Carter
who couldn’t free 49 Americans illegally
imprisoned for 444 days in Iran.

Tom Barth
Scotch Plains

In reading the recent letter from Scotch
Plains resident, Marion Monteverdi Rob-
erts, regarding the signs at St. Helen’s
Church, one wonders what the writer’s
motivation is: anti-advertising or anti-
Catholic Church.

If it is anti-advertising, then the writer
is being disingenuous and a bit hypocriti-
cal since so many of the street signs in
Scotch Plains “Towne Center” have been

redone and sponsored by local businesses.
If the motivation is the latter, then as

citizens, we must be more diligent than
ever in our efforts to stop bigotry in all its
forms. Bigotry cannot be allowed to be
the arbitrator between freedom of reli-
gion and freedom of speech.

Elizabeth Blanchard
Scotch Plains

With a straight face, socialists seek to
blame free-market capitalism for this
nation’s housing-related economic chal-
lenges. They must think Americans are
stupid, because it doesn’t take much sense
to realize that our country’s current
economy is far from a free market – it’s
actually a mixed economy, with some
capitalist (good) elements and some so-
cialist/fascist (bad) elements.

In a truly capitalist economy, politi-
cians like Congressman Barney Frank
would have no power over the economy.
But in today’s mixed economy, Frank can
proclaim (as he did on September 25,
2003), “I want to roll the dice a little bit
more in this situation towards subsidized
housing,” and then go about (as he did)
using the iron fist of government to get
housing in the hands of people who
couldn’t afford housing. And Frank was
far from the only harmful leftist politician
to do so.

Another example is Andrew Cuomo,
Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) from 1997-2001. On the
HUD website today, is a mention of the
“accomplishments under the leadership
of Secretary Andrew Cuomo, who took

office in January 1997.” What accom-
plishments? According to the website, in
1999, “Secretary Cuomo established new
Affordable Housing Goals requiring
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac – two gov-
ernment-sponsored enterprises involved
in housing finance – to buy $2.4 trillion in
mortgages in the next 10 years. This will
mean new affordable housing for about
28.1 million low- and moderate-income
families.” Translation: Andrew Cuomo
used the iron fist of government to force
lenders to place mortgages in the hands of
millions of folks, many of who couldn’t
afford (or could only barely afford) mort-
gages.

All of this reminds me of one of my
favorite Ayn Rand quotes: “Every dicta-
torship or potential dictatorship needs
some minority group as a scapegoat, which
it can blame for the nation’s troubles and
use as a justification of its own demands
for dictatorial powers. In Soviet Russia,
the scapegoat was the bourgeoisie; in
Nazi Germany it was the Jewish people;
in America it is the businessman.”

Mark Kalinowski, Clifton
North New Jersey Tea Party Group

 [I have] been reviewing the Party De-
mocracy Act of October of last year
and thought, what in the blazes? Sen.
Loretta Weinberg was the sponsor of this
rather useless document. I gather she had
a problem a few years ago getting the list
of Democratic County Committee people
from the clerk in Bergen County during a
primary. She assumed that this was state-
wide and decided to punish everyone.

Part of the excitement for municipal
chairman is that they and the county chair
will be elected every year instead of the
previous biennial system. Added to this is
a rather organized structure for docu-
menting the assumption to the post. Now,
that annual local reorganization has to
have the outgoing committee attend plus
the committee-elect. And with all this, the
chairman to be elected doesn’t have to be
an elected committee person! For me as a
local chair, I add this to my yearly to-do
list with the recruitment of poll workers
— and this lead to an epiphany.

Going over our horribly inaccurate
voter rolls with even worst phone number
information, I noticed the unevenness of
the number of pages per district. This is
the number of registered voters still on the
rolls. And in some municipalities these
districts add up to wards.

Districts were established on some
balance between population and geogra-
phy for polling stations. Yet, even in a
“small” borough such as Roselle, these
districts are no longer attached to sites
nearest the voters’ homes. Nor, may they
be reflective of the number of actual enu-
merated by census persons in the district
(rule of thumb: half the population is
eligible to vote and half register to vote).

This may not be highly relevant for
elections in general, since no official serv-
ing on a municipal level is elected from
them. Generally, a ward is the small group,
and that only in bodies incorporated for
that system (many towns are townwide
posts). Yet, the representations for the
county committees of either party are not
held to even any fairness principle.

Poll workers I can place anywhere as
long as I follow the limit of two per
station. They don’t even have to be town
residents (county, yes).

Recruiting committee people is another
issue. They have to be a resident in that
district, and that is the rub. I have districts
that range from eight Republicans to 71.
Yet, they all carry equal weight in Title

XIX voting events for candidates and
replacements. The Party Democracy Act
doesn’t even discuss this.

Also not addressed is the rather arbi-
trary allotment of districts per municipal-
ity. Elizabeth with 120,000 people has
72, while Union Township has 50 for
54,000. One 21,000 town has 19 districts
and another has 13.

With all the ado with congressional
and legislative reapportionment, maybe
it should carry the principle of equal rep-
resentation to both parties.

Roger Stryeski
Roselle GOP Committee Chairman

On Energy Policy
And Employment

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Congressman Leonard Lance and copied
to the newspaper.

*****
In the past, I have written about my

objection to your “Yes” vote on the cap-
and-trade bill. I have a problem with its
technical feasibility, commercial viabil-
ity and its impact on employment. We
now see that our national unemployment
is near 10 percent, with almost 17 percent
underemployed, and uncounted numbers
who simply gave up looking for work.
The benefit from the additional “Green
Jobs” simply has not materialized.

On Sunday, February 7, 2010, the Star-
Ledger published a column from the Tri-
bune Washington Bureau. The following
was mentioned and I added a few com-
ments of my own:

1. Wind turbine employment actually
decreased.

2. Only blue-collar jobs were men-
tioned.

3. While running for President, Sena-
tor Obama promised to create some 5
million new green jobs. We now can see
that this was overly optimistic at best. In
fact, one can see that the Stimulus Pack-
age generated very little if any jobs. Pres-
ently we see the claim has been changed
from “New Jobs” to “New and Saved
Jobs”. What is a saved job – selling a CFL
bulb in Pathmark? The President even in
his State of the Union address reinforced
this job creation.

4. Development of any energy work,
per analysts and energy company leaders,
is being hampered by the uncertainties of
government policy.

5. Alternate energy production is
heavily dependent on government sub-
sidiaries. With out them, it becomes ques-
tionable if they will ever produce a profit.

6. Job losses last year in both wind and
solar industries were prevented by the
Stimulus Package. Does this provide any
comfort to those that lost their jobs at
Valero’s Delaware City Plant, Sunoco’s
Eagle Point Refinery or their various sup-
pliers?

7. The American Wind Energy Asso-
ciation estimated that the Stimulus Bill
saved 40,000 factory, installation and
maintenance jobs. Notice it did not say
created, but saved. However, wind manu-
factures actually suffered a net job loss.

It was also mentioned that until de-
mand increases, this employment situa-
tion will not improve. In the meantime,
we are suffering job losses in industries
that have a proven track record, rather
than ones supported by an inexperienced
charismatic President, his party and the
likes of you.

When it comes to the President’s pro-
posed budget, the Department of Energy
issued a memo where nuclear power was
indicated as being funded along with the
support of solar, wind and geothermal.
Solar and wind have little likelihood of
producing any significant jobs. Nuclear
power does, but is years away, espe-
cially when you consider that we don’t
really need the power at this point in
time.

It appears that this budget does not
including any funding for clean coal. This
shows a total lack of understanding on
how many jobs are dependent on coal and
ignores development of clean technolo-
gies. With coal being one of our country’s
vast resources, it is unbelievable the White
House and Congress are unable to see that
we can maintain and create jobs with
existing natural resources with mostly
established technologies rather than ones
deemed technically and financially vi-
able by a lawyer.

Unless you and the rest of Congress
state that cap-and-trade is dead, we will
not see any energy employment improve-
ment until 2013 at the earliest. I am con-
cerned that I will be joining the unem-
ployed this year as a result.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Thank You,
American Legion

Editor’s note: This letter was forwarded
from the American Legion.

*****
Just a quick line or two as things have

been crazy here. I wanted to thank you
[Aunt Irene and Uncle John] and the
Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 for the boxes!
They came at a great time. The PX here
ran out of a lot of stuff and getting a re-
supply out here in the boonies is tough.
Anyhow, I will be taking advantage of
joining the American Legion.

My time here is winding down so any-
thing after the 1st of March, I will never
see. Five boxes was crazy anyhow since
I only have a very small team and we
operate by ourselves. We will use what
we can and the rest we will leave in place.

Again, I thank you all so very much for
keeping me and my men in your thoughts
and prayers — and of course for the
boxes. We will never forget that kindness
of few Americans who support what we
do and why we do it. We are truly blessed
to have such great Americans who sup-
port the men in Special Operations and
our great military.

Many forget that this is an all volunteer
military and we do it not only for our
country, our Flag and our patriotism but
also because of the love for our freedom
and the great country we live in.

Thank you all from the men of Civil
Affairs Team 623 and for everything you
do for the men and women in uniform.

Andrew Weist
B-96th Civil Affairs

Team Sergeant

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Surphul – To bathe with medicated

water
2. Peccadillo – A petty fault or minor

offense
3. Idoneous – Suitable; proper
4. Tormina – Severe gripping pains in

the bowels

IMPALPABLE
1. That which cannot be felt
2. Not subject to corruption
3. Motionless; inert
4. Of little or no consequence

SICCATIVE
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. Disgraceful; cheap
3. Snarly; tangled
4. Causing to dry

PUNGAR
1. A horsefly
2. A crab
3. Literary works
4. A fencing master

SALTO
1. In music, a skip
2. Muscular power
3. Very small amount; a pinch
4. With great speed


