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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Law Overhauls Higher Ed.
Structure, Fiscal Mgmt.

TRENTON – The structure, financ-
ing and fiscal management of New
Jersey’s higher education system
would be improved under a new law.

The law implements many recom-
mendations contained in an October
2007 report by the State Commission
of Investigation (SCI) entitled “Vul-
nerable to Abuse: The Importance of
Restoring Accountability, Transpar-
ency and Oversight to Public Higher
Education Governance.” The report
noted multiple instances where public
money was “vulnerable to waste, abuse
and violations of the public trust.”

The law – signed January 18 – also
includes numerous provisions to im-
prove the capacity of the Commis-
sion on Higher Education to aid in the
planning and development of higher
education in New Jersey.

“New Jersey students who attend
our public colleges and universities
deserve the absolute best governance,”
said Assembly Majority Leader Jo-
seph Cryan (LD-20, Union). “It’s the
students who ultimately pay for the
lack of oversight at our state schools.”

The law establishes effective and
efficient state oversight of public
higher education; strengthens state
college and university governing
boards; implements style standards

to improve public higher education
fiscal accountability, and enacts con-
trols on higher education lobbying.

The law also provides for the cre-
ation of a Secretary of Higher Educa-
tion, who will be appointed by the
governor with the advice and consent
of the state Senate and who will serve
as executive director of the New Jersey
Commission on Higher Education.

County to Hold Meeting
For Trail Volunteers

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union County
will hold an Adopt-A-Trail (AAT) ori-
entation and general meeting on Satur-
day, February 27, from 8:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. for those interested in volunteer-
ing to improve the trails in the Watchung
Reservation, Union County’s 2,060-
acre park. Both meetings will be held at
Trailside Nature and Science Center on
New Providence Road.

Potential trail stewards will be in-
troduced to the AAT Program and may
obtain a trail assignment. AAT partici-
pants are required to adopt their trail
for a period of at least two years.
Immediately following the orienta-
tion meeting for new participants, the
general meeting for all trail stewards
will be held from 10:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Topics to be discussed will include:
Watchung Reservation Historical
Snapshots; Invasive Plant Manage-
ment; Maintenance “How-To’s”;
Updates on Trail Projects, and other
subjects of interest.

Trail stewards are expected to re-

move litter, do minor pruning, clear
drainage pipes of debris and re-mark
trails as needed. All AAT participants
must attend an orientation meeting
and a general meeting each year, as
well as complete and submit quar-
terly report forms.

The AAT program was imple-
mented to complement the county’s
existing monthly trail maintenance
program. There are approximately 26
miles of bridle trails and over 13
miles of marked hiking trails that
require attention. Interested persons
and trail users who are not able to
make a two-year AAT commitment
are encouraged to attend one of the
monthly trail work days, usually held
the first Saturday of the month from
9:30 a.m. to noon (except in January
and February). No experience is nec-
essary to help out. The next Saturday
Trail Work date is March 6.

Pre-registration for the orientation
and general AAT meetings and Satur-
day Trail Work days is required. To
register or obtain additional informa-
tion, call (908) 789-3683.

Roughneen Prepares
For Deployment to Iraq

MOUNTAINSIDE — Army Reserve
Maj. Thomas Roughneen has been mo-
bilized and activated at Fort Dix in
preparation for deployment to serve in
support of either Operations Iraqi Free-
dom or Enduring Freedom. The soldier
is a member of the Office of the Staff
Judge Advocate based at Fort Dix.

He is the son of Bridget Roughneen
of Mountainside and Joe Roughneen
of Union.The soldiers are normally
activated from Army Reserve or
Army National Guard units from
throughout the United States. They
go through a series of in-processing
procedures and training classes that
prepare them for skills and situa-
tions they may face in their de-
ployed environment.

Maj. Roughneen, a judge advocate
general, has served in the military for
21 years. His wife, Alice, is the daugh-
ter of Dr. Sun and Chaw Tzeng of
Paramus. The major graduated in 1987
from Jonathon Dayton High School in
Springfield and 1991 from Rutgers
University. He earned a law degree in
1995 from Seton Hall.

Union County Opens
Account on Twitter
ELIZABETH — Union County

residents have a new way to get
news and information by follow-
ing Freeholder Chairman Dan
Sullivan on Twitter. The account
can be accessed at twitter.com/
freeholderdan.

“Numerous local, state and fed-
eral governments now use Twitter
to help keep their constituents in-
formed,” Mr. Sullivan said. “By
providing another vehicle for out-
reach, we can help more citizens
engage in civic affairs, get the
best out of the programs and ser-
vices we offer, and learn about
events and activities throughout
the area.”

Mr. Sullivan plans to use Twitter
to help keep Union County resi-
dents informed about civic meet-
ings, community activities and
other public events that he attends,
in addition to county news and
information of particular interest.

The Twitter account will also
help raise awareness about events
that have become popular Union
County traditions such as the free
Summer Arts outdoor concert se-
ries, Family Flix outdoor movies,
and the annual two-day
MusicFest.

Asm. Bramnick
Sponsors Food Drive
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman

Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
is sponsoring his second annual
food drive at his legislative office
to benefit local food pantries. Do-
nations of non-perishable food-
stuffs, such as cereals and canned
goods, can be dropped off at the
District 21 office at 251 North Av-
enue in Westfield.

Mr. Bramnick encourages dona-
tions, explaining local pantries pro-
vide food to many emergency shel-
ters and needy residents. Often dur-
ing the winter months the shelves of
the food pantries become empty, he
said. Along with cereals and canned
goods, other items needed by the pan-
tries are: rice, pasta, coffee, tea, pea-
nut butter, jelly, meals in a can, and
powdered milk.

Last year, residents from through-
out the district contributed more than
600 pounds of food to the drive.

Donations will be accepted through
March 22, at the office, which is open
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more information, call
(908) 232-2073 or e-mail
asmbramnick@njleg.org.

Lord & Taylor at Westfield, 609 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ. All events subject to change or cancellation. 

IT’S EASY
• Your organization will receive an allotment 
   of admission tickets to sell, priced at $5 each
• Your organization keeps all the ticket  
   proceeds... plus has a chance for bonuses
• Ticket purchasers get exclusive savings 
   and a fun-filled day of shopping and events

FIND OUT HOW
Last year, local organizations 
raised a combined total of over 
$500,000. Find out how 
your group can benefit 
at lordandtaylor.com/dogood

SHOP SMART. do goo d!
A FUNDRAISING       SHOPPING EVENT

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
TO RAISE MONEY IN STYLE 

Tuesday, May 4th at Lord & Taylor Westfield 
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‘Bump Key’ Bill
Clears Committee

TRENTON – A measure spon-
sored by Senator Nick Scutari (LD-
22, Linden), which would create pen-
alties for using a “bump key,” a manu-
factured or modified key used to
pick cylinder locks, to commit a bur-
glary has been approved by the Sen-
ate Law and Public Safety Commit-
tee.

LET THERE BE PEACE…Westfield Seventh-Grader Jennifer Frega’s poster
was selected as the winner from numerous entries submitted by Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) students. Her poster competed with 33 other entries
from Lions clubs in Union, Morris and Essex Counties, where she placed 3rd. She
received a Certificate of Appreciation from Lions District 16E, plaque and a $50
United States Savings Bond. Pictured, from left to right, are: RIS Principal
Stewart Carey, Jennifer Frega, art instructor Anne Cohen, Westfield Lions Club
Secretary and Peace Poster chairman Douglas Schembs, Jr.

County to Resurface 12 Mi.
Of Roadway Starting in May

COUNTY — Union County will
resurface 12 miles of roadway, includ-
ing Terrill Road in Scotch Plains and
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, begin-
ning in May as part of a $5.6-million
New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation (NJDOT) funded project.

The following roadways will be re-
surfaced as part of the NJDOT project:

Summit Avenue in Summit, from
Springfield Avenue to Route 124;
South Springfield Avenue in Spring-
field, from Mountain Avenue to
Meisel Avenue; Mountain Avenue in
Springfield, from Hillside Avenue to
660 feet north of Sheffield Street;
South Springfield Avenue in Spring-
field, from Lynn Drive to Meisel Av-

enue; Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, from Mount View Road
to East Broad Street; Terrill Road in
Scotch Plains, from King Street to
Raritan Road; Brant Avenue in
Clark, from the ParkwayExit 135
circle to Westfield Avenue; Oak
Ridge Road in Clark, from Lake
Avenue to County Line; and Valley
Road in Clark, from  the Parkway
135 Circle to Walnut Avenue.

In addition American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)
funded projects, scheduled to start in
April, include roads in Summit, Spring-
field, Scotch Plains, Kenilworth, Union
Township, Linden, Rahway, Roselle
Park and Elizabeth.


