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Leaving a job? Should 
you leave your retirement 
plan assets behind?
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Kean Makes Pitch for
N.J. to Host Super Bowl

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) has introduced a Senate reso-
lution (SR-35) urging the NFL to select
New Jersey as the location for the Super
Bowl XLVIII in 2014. The NFL own-
ers’ Super Bowl Advisory Committee
allowed the Meadowlands Stadium Co.
to place a bid, waiving the traditional
requirement that host stadiums have a
minimum outdoor temperature of 50
degrees or an indoor stadium.

“New Jersey offers the best venue
for the Super Bowl, period,” Mr. Kean
stated. “We have the image, logistics
and ambiance that is unparalleled in
the world and the millions of diehard
fans in this region would do every-
thing in their power to make Super
Bowl XLVII the biggest, most talked
about game in the history of the NFL.”

Mr. Kean congratulated the NFL for
refusing to make climate the main crite-
ria for selecting a Super Bowl location.

“The NFL championship of 1958
is known as the ‘Greatest Game Ever
Played’ and it was decided at Yankee
Stadium (in the Bronx, N.Y),” Mr.
Kean pointed out. “It’s time to bring
the game of American football back
to its roots in the Northeast.”

The Senator urged his colleagues
to support the Meadowlands bid, and
to commit to doing what it takes to
win the game for New Jersey.

“New Jersey has a new state-of-
the-art stadium, easy access to air-
ports, and thousands of hotel rooms,
restaurants and other attractions near
and in New York City, the most re-
nowned and admired city in the
world,” Mr. Kean said.

“Having the Super Bowl in New
Jersey would not only be great for the
league but it would be great for the
region,” Mr. Kean continued. “The
Super Bowl would provide a unique
promotional opportunity for our
state’s tourism industry and help spur
the regional economy. Studies have

shown that cities who host the Super
Bowl experience a significant eco-
nomic impact into the hundreds of
millions of dollars.”

The bill is also sponsored by Sena-
tor Paul Sarlo (LD-26, Wood-Ridge),
a Democrat whose district includes
the Meadowlands. The New Meadow-
lands Stadium Company has to submit
a preliminary proposal to the NFL by
April 1. The winning bid is expected to
be announced at the end of May.

Lonegan Calls For Probe
Into Bailout Donors

BOGOTA –Americans for Prosper-
ity (AFP) State Director Steve Lonegan
has called on the New Jersey Legisla-
ture to form a committee to investigate
the relationship between political do-
nations from “interested parties” in
the Morgan Stanley Casino in Atlantic
City and state lawmakers.

“[U.S.] Senator [Robert] Menendez
and Trenton lawmakers continue to
show complete contempt for New
Jersey taxpayers. Instead of looking
to provide tax relief for the people of
New Jersey, they are more interested
in bailing out their politically con-
nected friends with hundreds of mil-
lions of our tax dollars,” Mr. Lonegan
said. “New Jersey taxpayers are tired
of bailouts and deserve to know all
the facts before the state forks over
$350 million to Morgan Stanley.”

Mr. Lonegan pointed to what he
said are a number of contributions
from Cooper Levenson, attorneys for
the Revel Casino project. He said Di-
vision of Elections (ELEC) reports
show that Cooper Levenson has do-
nated “tens of thousands of dollars to
Republican and Democratic candi-
dates in Trenton and in Atlantic County,
among them Senator Stephen Sweeney
(LD-3, Gloucester), the bill’s sponsor,
and Senator Jim Whelan (D-2, Atlan-
tic), the bill’s co-sponsor.”

State Has Lost $70 Billion
In Wealth Since 2004

TRENTON — A study by Boston
College’s (BC) Center on Wealth and
Philanthropy shows that from 2004
through 2008, $70 billion in wealth
left New Jersey while the state’s chari-
table capacity declined by $1.13 bil-
lion.

The study was commissioned by
the Community Foundation of New
Jersey and the Enterprise Trust at the
New Jersey State Chamber of Com-
merce and looked at New Jersey’s
household wealth migration over the
past decade, from 1999 through 2008.

John Havens, associate director at
BC’s Center on Wealth and Philan-
thropy,   said, “The migration of
wealth out of New Jersey is substan-
tial and significant.”

From 1999 through 2003, New Jer-
sey saw an in-migration of wealth of
$98 billion and, in the same period,
charitable capacity increased by $881
million. From 2004 through 2009,
the complete reversal of that trend
occurred, which amounted to a total
decline in charitable capacity of ap-
proximately $2 billion.

“What we are seeing here is that

wealth – and those who hold it – are
not only leaving New Jersey, but they
are also not being replaced at the
same rate,” said Hans Dekker, presi-
dent of the Community Foundation
of New Jersey.

Wealth began to leave New Jersey
around the time when a series of
changes to the state’s tax structure
made it less competitive for chari-
table families compared to neighbor-
ing states. New Jersey’s state income
taxes have risen to levels above New
York, Pennsylvania and Connecticut,
and there is not a deduction on state
income taxes for charitable giving.

“This discussion is about one
thing and one thing only – the criti-
cal need to create permanent, qual-
ity jobs for the middle class of New
Jersey,” State Senator Joseph
Kyrillos (LD-13, Middletown) said
in response to the study. “It’s the
entrepreneurs and small business
owners that generate the stable,
high-paying jobs we need to recruit
and retain in New Jersey to build a
new foundation for a strong eco-
nomic recovery.”

would allow known terrorists to re-
ceive a military commission trial at
either Guantanamo Bay or on secure
military bases in the United States.

The bill has been referred to the
House Committee on the Judiciary.

Legislation Prohibits Tax
Funds for Terrorist Trials

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) is an original
sponsor of bipartisan legislation (H.R.
4556) that would prohibit funding for
the trials of the 9/11 conspirators in
civilian court.

“This legislation takes the right steps
to ensure that terrorists are tried by
military tribunals, not our civilian court
system,” Mr. Lance said. “It is also a
fiscally responsible measure as it pro-
tects the American taxpayer from spend-
ing an additional $250 million or more
per year on a trial just blocks from
Ground Zero.” The legislation was in-
troduced in response to the Obama
Administration’s plans to try 9/11 mas-
termind Khalid Sheik Mohammed and
his co-conspirators in a civilian court in
New York City. Mr. Lance supports
trying terrorists in a military commis-
sion on a secure military base.

More than 700 New Jersey resi-
dents perished on 9/11/01 including
81 from the Seventh Congressional
District. The legislation, authored by
Rep. Frank Wolf (R-Va.), is co-spon-
sored by 49 members of Congress
including Mr. Lance, Reps. Scott
Garrett (R-5), Chris Smith (R-4) and
Peter King (R-N.Y.). Of the 49 co-
sponsors, 46 are Republicans and
three are Democrats. The legislation
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Panel to Review Impact
Of Campaign Finance Ruling

TRENTON – The Assembly Ju-
diciary Committee on Thursday
will hear testimony from campaign
finance and legal experts on the
how the recent U.S. Supreme Court
campaign finance decision will
impact New Jersey’s pay-to-play
laws.

In a 5-4 ruling in January, the Court
made lessened restrictions on corpo-
rations and unions to contribute more
to political campaigns.

“This ruling could have far-reach-
ing impacts on our efforts here in
New Jersey to keep money out of
politics,” said Assemblywoman Linda
Greenstein (D-Mercer), the commit-
tee chairwoman. “We’ve devoted a
lot of time and effort to finding ways
to reduce the role of special interests

in elections.”
The hearing will be held at 10 a.m.

today, February 18, in Committee
Room 12 in the State House Annex.
“I’m worried about the direction of
this ruling and its potentially devas-
tating impact on campaign finance
reform efforts,” Asw. Greenstein
said.

 “We still have work to do to reduce
the role of money in politics, yet here
we have the U.S. Supreme Court is-
suing a ruling that could give even
more influence to powerful lobby-
ists,” she said.

“My hope is that this hearing will
be a bipartisan look ahead at how we
will be handling campaign finance
reform in our state in this ruling’s
wake,” she said.

Freeholder Boards Withholding
Dues to Association of Counties
County freeholder boards are with-

holding dues to the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of Counties (NJAC) over what
they say is an excessive salary and
benefits package paid to executive
director Celeste Carpiano, the Star-
Ledger has reported.

Ms. Carpiano currently is paid
$205,000 annually, but that number
has jumped $72,000 or 54 percent
from $133,000 seven years ago. She
also is given a luxury car that she
leases. The Morris County freehold-
ers passed a resolution to withhold
the county’s $10,000 in dues pend-
ing an independent audit of the
agency. Sussex and Warren Counties
freeholder boards are also intending
to withhold NJAC dues, while
Cumberland County officials have
been critical of NJAC.

Twenty counties pay a collective
$200,000 to NJAC in membership
dues. Hunterdon County withdrew
its membership last year. Some of
NJAC’s six employees are enrolled
in the state’s pension system.
Rumana Considers Bill to Have

State Takeover Sewerage Comm.
Assemblyman Scott Rumana (LD-

40, Wayne) is considering introduc-
ing legislation to allow the state to
take over the Passaic Valley Sewer-
age Commission following news that
its executive director, Bryan
Christiansen, is paid $313,000, ac-
cording to nj.com. State Sen. Loretta
Weinberg (LD-37, Teaneck) has in-
troduced a bill that would compel all
state authorities to comply with the
state Open Public Meetings Act and
to post minutes, agendas and sched-
ules on the Internet.

Beldini Convicted of Accepting
Illegal Camp. Contributions
Jersey City Deputy Mayor Leona

Beldini has been convicted of two of
six counts in the first corruption trial
stemming from last summer’s FBI
sting, according to the Star-Ledger.
She was found guilty of two bribery
accounts for accepting $20,000 in
illegal campaign contributions in sup-
port of Jersey City Mayor Jerramiah
Healy. Beldini was acquitted on one
conspiracy count, two attempted ex-
tortion charges and one bribery count,
according to newspaper accounts.

Beldini faces a maximum of 20
years in jail. Her attorney has said he
plans to file an appeal to dismiss the
jury’s verdict.

Christie Keeps Fuentes as
State Police Superintendent

Governor Chris Christie has an-
nounced that he will keep the State
Police Superintendent, Colonel Rick
Fuentes. In addition, Janet Rosenzweig
was nominated as commissioner of
Children and Families after previously
serving as executive director of Pre-
vent Child Abuse in New Jersey, a
nonprofit advocacy group.

Raymond Martinez was named to
head the Motor Vehicle Commission.
He previously worked for the U.S.
Department of State and is a former
commissioner for the New York State
Department of Motor Vehicles.
Karrow to Head Panel Looking

Into Affordable Housing
Governor Chris Christie has signed

an executive order instituting a 90-
day freeze on the enforcement of New
Jersey’s affordable-housing regula-
tions. The order bars the state Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)
from taking any further action to
implement housing rules, and estab-
lishes a five-member task force to
review the effectiveness of COAH
and the law that created it.

The governor named former state
Senator Marcia Karrow (R-
Hunterdon) to chair the newly formed
Housing Opportunity Task Force.

Two Bills Aimed at Helping

Laid-Off Police and Firefighters
Two State Assembly bills to help

laid-off police and firefighters are
advancing toward law. The first bill
(A-207) would allow county sheriffs
to hire – without having to go through
any Civil Service list of eligible em-
ployees – law enforcement officers
that have been laid off by other law
enforcement agencies for economic
reasons.

The other bill (A-2031) would per-
mit municipal fire departments to hire
a laid off firefighter without utilizing
a Civil Service list provided, in part,
that the termination occurred within
60 months before appointment with
the new fire department.

Under current law, a firefighter who
was laid off for reasons of the economy
may be appointed to a new position
with another municipality within 36
months of the termination without uti-
lizing any Civil Service lists. This bill
extends that time period to 60 months
to be consistent with the current re-
employment policy for laid-off police
officers, Assembly Democrats said.

NFIB: Christie Taking
Right Steps to Fix NJ
TRENTON – Laurie Ehlbeck, state

director of the National Federation of
Independent Business/New Jersey, is-
sued the following statement in re-
sponse to the budget cuts unveiled by
Governor Chris Christie.

“Reforming our state’s budget pro-
cess to address New Jersey’s reckless
spending habits is the only way out of
the mess we are in today. One-time
gimmicks and fiscal shell games de-
signed to temporarily patch our prob-
lems have brought us to the brink of
an $11-billion hole. New Jersey’s
struggling small business community
has been waiting a long time for Tren-
ton to get its fiscal house in order, and
today’s announcement is welcome
news... Many of the upcoming budget
decisions will be uncomfortable, but
they are a necessary evil for a state
that has taxed and spent its way into
the poor house.”
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