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POLICE BLOTTER

SUPER FROSTY…This nine-foot snowman was built by a Westfield resident
during the February 10 snowstorm that dropped 17.5 inches of snow on the
community.

Home Values have dropped. Shouldn’t
your property taxes? Is a property tax
appeal right for you?
In the last three years, home values in
Union County have dropped on average
by more than 15 percent.
As the real estate market is
depreciating, your property
taxes, which are based on
the market value of your
home, are either increasing
or remaining stable. As a
taxpayer, you have the
right to appeal your
property tax assessment.

A taxpayer considering an
appeal should understand
that he/she must prove that
his/her assessed value is
legally “unreasonable”
compared to a market
value standard. With a
successful tax appeal, your lowered
taxes will be locked for the next three
years which can amount to a
considerable amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in appealing
your taxes is to present your successful
claim through expert tax and legal
advisors with local knowledge. James
M. Foerst is the principal of Spector
Foerst & Associates and has been

assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for a decade in our local
community. Mr. Foerst brings with him
his experience with local government
and the municipal budget process. Evan
Siegel is the principal at American

Realty Appraisals and is a
state certified real estate
appraiser with a successful
history of lowering home
owner’s taxes. As an
appraiser who focuses on tax
appeals, Mr. Siegel can
determine if your property
taxes are legally
“unreasonable” and provide
the quantifiable data needed
to prevail.

Save money in this
economy. Make the sale of
your home more attractive.
Reduce the long term

expenses associated with your home.
All with lowered taxes. Tax appeals
must be filed by April 1.
For more information about tax

appeals, visit spectorfoerst.com or get
started with a free consultation and
review by calling James M. Foerst at
(908) 322-4886.

PAYING TOO MUCH IN PROPERTY TAXES?
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James M. Foerst

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EARNING HIS 100TH CAREER WIN…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
senior Tristan Bundy, pictured left, receives a plaque from Wrestling Head Coach
John Scholz for winning his 100th career varsity bout after defeating Christian
Brother Academy’s Mike Matlaga, 7-5, at 125 lbs during a quad meet at
Watchung Hills High School on February 13.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 8, Kashira Slaugh-

ter, 24, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana following a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, the suspect was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation, at
which time the officer smelled the odor of
burnt marijuana. Slaughter was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Monday, February 8, a resident of
Rhoda Place reported that someone en-
tered her residence through a rear win-
dow and, once inside, removed approxi-
mately $4,000 worth of jewelry.

Wednesday, February 10, Stacy
Reidinger, 27, of Gillette was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Wednesday, February 10, the manager
of a Park Avenue store reported that an
unidentified male left the store with a pair
of gloves, valued at $15, without paying
for the merchandise.

Wednesday, February 10, a resident of
Nicole Court reported that she has been
receiving harassing text messages from
an unknown suspect.

Friday, February 12, Malcolm Shell,
22, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, the suspect was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation, at
which time the officer smelled the odor of
marijuana. Shell was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, February 13, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
smashed his mailbox, valued at approxi-
mately $100.

Saturday, February 13, a resident of
Route 22 reported that someone broke the
window of her motor vehicle while it was
parked in the lot of her apartment build-
ing.

Sunday, February 14, a patron of a
Lamberts Mill Road office reported that
he left his jacket on a bench at the office
and someone removed it.

Westfield
Tuesday, February 9, Archeley

Prophete, 24, of Linden was arrested on
outstanding warrants after a motor ve-
hicle stop at South Avenue and Crossway
Place, including two warrants from
Roselle with a total of $254 bail and a
Carteret warrant with $79 bail. He was
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 9, Robert Blescia,
28, of West Chester, Pa. was arrested in
the area of East North Avenue and South
Chestnut Street on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $250
bail.

Tuesday, February 9, James Heck, 57,
of Scotch Plains was arrested in the area
of West North Avenue and Tuttle Park-
way and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI), after police responded
to a motor vehicle accident. No injuries
were reported as a result of the accident.
Heck was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and held until
being turned over to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, February 9, Tyshon Jordan,
22, of Piscataway was arrested on a
Westfield warrant pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop near the intersection of East
North and South Euclid Avenues. Jordan
was processed and released after posting
$300 bail.

Tuesday, February 9, John Bohlinger,
18, of Westfield was arrested at Topping
Hill Road and Garfield Avenue and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), identified as
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, pursuant to an investigation. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Tuesday, February 9, a business lo-
cated on the 200 block of Elmer Street
reported the theft of a snowblower, val-
ued at approximately $680, from in front
of the establishment.

Tuesday, February 9, Lauren
DeCosimo, 24, of Warren was arrested
and charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue and Tuttle
Parkway. She was turned over to a re-
sponsible adult.

Friday, February 12, a resident of the
600 block of West Broad Street reported
that her apartment was burglarized some-
time between 4:30 and 11:46 p.m. The
resident’s bedroom was ransacked and a
spare bedroom also was entered. A Sony
Playstation 3, a Wii console, a gold wed-
ding band, a diamond wedding band, a
gold ring and a key safe were reported
missing.

Saturday, February 13, a resident of the
800 block of West North Avenue reported
that his home was burglarized during the
overnight hours. Multiple rooms were en-
tered, according to police. A DVD player
and a computer monitor were reported
missing.

Saturday, February 13, Ronald R.
Dismuke, Jr., 22, of Easton, Pa. was ar-
rested at the New Jersey State Police
Perryville Barracks on a Westfield con-
tempt of court warrant. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $196
bail.

Saturday, February 13, Takiba Jack-
son, 29, of Garwood was arrested at

Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for $99
after being stopped by New Jersey State
Police, who turned Jackson over to
Westfield authorities.

Saturday, February 13, Kevin
Morrison, 48, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI pursuant to
a motor vehicle investigation at Lamberts
Mill and Raritan Roads. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released on his own recog-
nizance with summonses. However, he
remained in police custody after being
unable to arrange for transportation home.

Saturday, February 13, an attempted
burglary was reported at a residence on
the 800 block of West North Avenue. The
homeowner heard a loud noise at the front
door and, upon investigating the cause of
it, observed signs of force. The incident
occurred around 7:42 p.m. Entry was not
gained and the matter is under investiga-
tion.

Sunday, February 14, Lynde Jules, 20,
of Westfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West North
Avenue and Tuttle Parkway. She was
charged with possession of CDS (mari-
juana); possession of drug paraphernalia;
possession of CDS with intent to distrib-
ute, and possession of CDS with intent to
distribute in a school zone. Jules was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released without bail.
She is to appear in Union County Supe-
rior Court on the charges.

Sunday, February 14, Li Martinez, 39,
of Cranford was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at East Grove Street
and Boynton Avenue on an outstanding
Linden warrant. Martinez was released
after posting $140 bail.

Monday, February 15, Angellica Wil-
liams, 25, and April Williams, 18, both of
Rahway, were arrested in the area of East
South and Windsor Avenues during a
motor vehicle stop. Each was charged
with hindering apprehension of self for
allegedly providing police with false
names during the investigation. Both were
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released without bail.
The driver, Angellica Williams, also was
issued a traffic summons for operating a
motor vehicle with a suspended driver’s
license.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 9, an officer re-

sponded to a bank on Mountain Avenue
on a report of disorderly conduct. Ac-
cording to authorities, the bank manager
told police that a male suspect became
unruly when he was given information
about his bank account. The manager
asked the suspect to leave the premises, at
which time he threatened her, authorities
reported.

Saturday, February 13, Antoinne R.
Christ, 33, of Plainfield was picked up at
the Somerset County jail and charged
with an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside.

Sunday, February 14, Adelio Martinez-
Velazq, 32, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for allegedly driving without a license.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Sunday, February 14, a resident of
Creek Bed Road reported that her former
husband had been making harassing phone
calls and had sent her harassing text mes-
sages earlier in the day.

Devanney Appoints Andrew Moran to
Head Public Safety Department

COUNTY – Andrew Moran, a retired
Berkeley Heights Police Captain, has been
appointed County Public Safety Director
effective Tuesday by County Manager
George Devanney.

“Andy Moran brings ex-
perience and new energy to
the department as our direc-
tor,” Mr. Devanney said.
“Having worked on a strate-
gic plan about the depart-
ment for the past six months,
he will be able to hit the
ground running in his new
position.”

Mr. Moran, 45, had been
employed by the county
since August as  a public
safety specialist where he
was working on a strategic
plan addressing county po-
lice department accredita-
tion, a shared radio services system, a
consolidated 9-1-1 dispatch center and
EMS system.

Mr. Moran said he was grateful to be
serving the residents of Union County in
his new capacity. “I look forward to lead-
ing a group of determined and dedicated

public servants in providing for the safety
and protection of our citizens as well
those who may work or visit here,” Mr.
Moran said. “I am grateful to the county
manager for his support, and I look for-

ward to working with our
Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.”

Mr. Moran said that he
would emphasize the pur-
suit of shared services, and
pointed to his report in part
as a blue print for his up-
coming initiatives.

“I am looking forward to
continuing the progress on
these items, as well as ex-
ploring continued savings
through shared services,”
Mr. Moran said.

“Public Safety is one of
our highest priorities, and

we have found someone who will be able
to lead the department into an era with
new challenges,” Freeholder Chairman
Dan Sullivan said. “We look forward to
working with Director Moran.”

Mr. Moran’s salary for the position is
$113,793 per year.

Andrew Moran

Garwood BOE Searches for
2010-2011 Budget Solutions

LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — At Tuesday night’s
meeting, the board of education (BOE)
discussed the deficit in its budget for the
2010-2011 school year. The board dis-
cussed balancing the budget by re-open-
ing salary negotiations, laying off staff,
closing Washington School and reducing
supplies.

Finance Committee Chairwoman Su-
san Groning said that Garwood schools
face a deficit of approximately $380,000
in the proposed budget. Regulations put
forth by Governor Chris Christie, cost
increases and an anticipated reduction in
state aid were cited among the reasons.

Mrs. Groning stated that last year when
the discussion arose of closing Washing-
ton School, residents came out and said
they were willing to pay extra tax dollars to
keep it open. This year, the board is consid-
ering asking residents that question on the
ballot during the school elections.

Board Secretary William Muzzio said
that Garwood currently receives approxi-
mately $600,000 a year in state aid and is
required to keep its tax levy within a 4-
percent increase over the previous year.
He said he is hearing that state aid may be
cut by as much as 20 percent and that
school districts may only be able to raise
their tax levies by 2 percent.

Board President Adele Lewis said the
board sent a letter to the Garwood Educa-
tion Association (GEA), the teachers’
union, asking that it re-open its contract
negotiations to discuss the rising costs of
health benefits.

GEA President Dana Parkhill, a resi-
dent and a parent, addressed the letter,
saying that cutting staff is outside the
scope of contract negotiations. “You’re
going to cut staff no matter what,” she
said, adding that the GEA was not willing
to re-open its contract talks.

Ms. Parkhill told the board that over 40
percent of the teachers are Garwood resi-
dents and that they are all aware of the
current budget crisis. She said that the
GEA “may be being used as a scapegoat”
and that the union is willing to work with
the board in areas that are not included in
the contract. She suggested that the board
ask for parent volunteers, raise activity
fees and charge for musical instrument
rentals.

Several residents asked what the board
could do to appeal to the state to prevent
further cuts. Mr. Muzzio suggested that
residents contact their legislators, and said
that he would look into a joint resolution
with the borough council to urge the gov-
ernor not to cut the district’s funding.

The board will set dates for two public
meetings to discuss the proposed budget.
A workshop meeting will be held in March
for the entire board to discuss the budget
and then a public hearing on the budget
will be held sometime between March 26
and April 3.

Garwood voters last year rejected the
$8.96-million school budget proposed by
the BOE that contained a property tax
levy of $6.3 million. The matter was sent
to the borough council, which approved
the school budget reduced by $37,400 on
May 12, 2009.

had exercised “poor business judg-
ment” in hiring Mrs. Schiller. “I don’t
want to see money going down a rat
hole,” he added.

Later, after Mr. Bratti criticized the
method in which Mrs. Schiller was
paid a small fee for her efforts last
year, Mr. Schiller called him “misin-
formed and uninformed” and then
loudly accused the mayor of taking
actions against the SPMC board be-
cause “you’re not getting what you
want.” Mr. Schiller said the mayor
seemed to believe the board was “not
capable of making these decisions, so
you need to make them for us.”

In response, Mayor Malool accused
Mr. Schiller of “threatening me” re-
garding his wife’s hiring. That led to
another loud back-and-forth between
Mr. Schiller and Mr. Bratti before the
meeting wound down with an agree-
ment on further meetings between
the two sides in the coming weeks.

Later, at the regular council meet-
ing, where the council was consider-
ing the resolution “strongly urging”
the SPMC board to cease expendi-
tures “for the time being,” as Mr.
Bratti put it. He again said Mrs.
Schiller’s hiring “creates an appear-
ance of impropriety,” and said the
council needs “to fix the problem
before it becomes a bigger problem.”
He repeated his assertion from the
earlier meeting that “something
doesn’t smell right” regarding the
hiring.

Councilman Jeff Strauss opposed
the resolution, stating the council was
“encroaching upon authority” given
to the SPMC. He criticized his col-
leagues for “sticking our nose in” to
the management corporation’s busi-
ness. “When we criticize them, we
demean them,” he said. “And we do
ourselves a tremendous disservice.”
Mr. Strauss said “scolding” the board
in the press instead of “talking to
them” would lead to a destruction of
morale and a loss of volunteers.

Councilman Kevin Glover, who
during the earlier session had urged
both sides “to work together to make
this work,” said the council “has an
inherent responsibility” to make the
SPMC work. He said much of the
problems between the council and
the SPMC was due to “a failure to
communicate,” and said he was vot-
ing for the resolution “to get that
communication started.”

Mayor Malool said the special im-
provement district “is not going in the
direction we want,” and repeated her
assertion from earlier that the two
sides need to work together as part-
ners. She said spending about two-
thirds of the SPMC budget on salaries
and administration “just seems like
too much.”

After the council voted 3-1 to ap-
prove the resolution, a dozen resi-
dents, business owners and SPMC
board members came forth to pub-
licly praise Mrs. Schiller’s efforts over
the past year, specifically her work in
putting together last year’s Memorial
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SP Council, SPMC Clash

clean nuclear energy, clean coal as
well as wind and solar power, he said.

Mr. Potosnak ripped Mr. Lance for
his vote against the healthcare bill in
Congress. “I am hopeful that Leonard
Lance did not intend for insurance
companies to rake in these record
profits when he voted against the
healthcare bill,” Mr. Potosnak stated.
“However, he has not introduced one
piece of legislation in Congress to
stop the excess of insurance compa-
nies, Wall Street and big bankers after
taxpayers bailed them out while tak-
ing in tens of thousands of special-
interest campaign contributions.”

Rep. Lance said it is not that he and
other Republicans are against
healthcare reform, “but the question
is what kind of healthcare reform.”
He is opposed to a federal govern-
ment takeover of the nation’s
healthcare system. He said the House
Republican plan, of which he is a
sponsor, includes medical malprac-
tice insurance reform, purchase of
insurance policies across state lines,
and non-denial of health insurance
due to pre-existing conditions.

Among the supporters turning out
for Mr. Lance’s campaign kickoff was
former Rep. Mike Ferguson. “When
it comes to the taxpayers of New
Jersey we could have no better cham-
pion in Washington, D.C. than
Leonard Lance,” Mr. Ferguson said.
He also said Mr. Lance has “done an
extraordinary job of building a repu-
tation of someone who listens, as
someone who is connected to the
people of our district.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lance

tacks and join with our governor in
making New Jersey the kind of state
its residents deserve,” Senator Kean
said.

Westfield Councilman Frank
Arena, a Republican, said for too
long New Jersey was on an “unsus-
tainable path.”

“Bravo to Governor Christie for
these actions. And let’s all hope
President Obama steals this page
from our brave new governor’s
playbook,” Mr. Arena said.

Likewise, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7), a former state lawmaker, said,
“Continued runaway spending is in-
appropriate given the state of our
economy both nationally and here in
New Jersey.”

Explaining his school aid cuts, the
governor said that, “many school
districts…have surpluses that were
not a part of their fiscal year 2010
budgets,” which is labeled as “excess
surpluses” or were placed in a reserve
account.

“I am reducing school aid in a way
that ensures that no district will have
aid withheld in an amount that is
greater than its surpluses,” the gover-
nor said.

In response, New Jersey Education
Association (NJEA) President Bar-
bara Keshishian said many districts
“use the excess surplus funds from
one budget year as revenue to support
programs or property-tax reductions
the following year.”

“With this order, the burden is on
the governor to ensure that he has
adequate funding in his FY2011 bud-
get to fund the public schools of New
Jersey,” she said.

“We are also distressed that the
governor has announced his inten-
tion to continue the destructive prac-
tice of not funding the state’s pension
funds. It is precisely that failure by
prior governors and prior legislatures
that has led to the under-funding of
the pension system. Teachers and
school employees have contributed
billions of dollars to that system in
the past 15 years, while the state has
consistently failed to contribute its
fair share. It is outrageous that our
new governor would openly encour-
age the Legislature to continue the
fiscally irresponsible practices that
have brought us to this point,” Ms.
Keshishian said.

Of the $475 million withheld from
public school payments, $23.6 mil-
lion is withheld from Union County
school districts. Locally, Westfield
will lose $196,419; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, $167,667; Garwood,
$28,011; Cranford, $139,834; Ber-
keley Heights, $700,000, and
Mountainside, $273,000.

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said the dis-
trict is determining “how this im-
pacts our budget this year and next
year.”

“We receive less than 6 percent of
our budget from the state. Ninety
percent of the budget is paid for by
Westfield taxpayers,” Ms. Dolan
said.

 “Recognizing that we are not im-
mune from the downturn in the
economy, this year the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools has reduced spending on
items such as utilities and technol-
ogy. Our administrators and non-
aligned staff have made voluntary
givebacks to help the district bud-
get,” the Westfield Superintendent
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The Governor’s Plan
stated.

She said the district has eliminated
24 full-time positions and over 40
after-school positions.

“We have no excess surplus, no
maintenance reserve and no emer-
gency reserve. The state recommends
that districts keep a fund balance of 2
percent. We were not able to put aside
that much for this year’s budget,” Ms.
Dolan stated.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F)
Board of Education President Norman
“Trip” Whitehouse said the $167,000
cut by the governor to the district is
“not coming from excess surplus, but
from capital and maintenance re-
serves.”

“This past year, we did not gener-
ate excess surplus above the 2 per-
cent allowable by the state. Since the
money being withheld from SP-F is
from expected capital spending, the
impact to the district will be seen
from the facilities side,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. “These reserves
were set aside for capital projects to
be done this summer. We’ll be evalu-
ating the district’s capital priority
list and, most likely, will not get as
far down the list as originally
planned. The projects that are cur-
rently underway are not being af-
fected.

“Where we will see any additional
impacts will be dependent on what
the governor announces in his March
16 speech related to next year’s aid
figures,” Mr. Whitehouse noted.

Mountainside Chief School Admin-
istrator Jeanette Baubles said in a
statement that Governor Christie is
“clearly transitioning at a very, very
difficult time.

“Given the anticipated reduction in
state aid, members of the
Mountainside school district’s Fi-
nance Committee will be working
extremely hard to address this with
the budget development process now
underway,” she said.

Reacting to the slashing of NJ
Transit’s budget, Tri-State Transpor-
tation Campaign Executive Director
Kate Slevin said Governor Christie is
“sending the wrong message for the
state’s transportation priorities by
penalizing Transit riders, while re-
fusing to consider an increase in the
gas tax or other driver fees. Transit
fare increases are tax increases.”

State Assembly Transportation
Committee Chairman John
Wisniewski (D-Middlesex), the head
of the state’s Democratic Committee,
said the transportation panel will hear
testimony today, February 18, on the
potential impact of the budget cuts to
NJ Transit. The hearing is scheduled
for 10 a.m. in Committee Room 11 on
the fourth floor of the State House
Annex in Trenton.

“Governor Christie’s plan will
have a wide-ranging negative im-
pact and may well equate to a hefty
tax increase on lower- and middle-
class New Jerseyans who have no
other choice but to rely on NJ Tran-
sit to get to work,” Mr. Wisniewski
said.

New Jersey Taxpayers Association
President Jerry Cantrell said the
governor’s plan has been a long time
coming.

“Let’s accept the pain necessitated
by past failures to act prudently and
understand that we are all in for a
prolonged period of sacrifice,” Mr.
Cantrell said.

Day Music Festival that was attended
by several thousand people.

Board member Steve Goldberg said
he was concerned the resolution will
put a stop to the SPMC’s efforts and
that it will be “difficult to get the
momentum back.”

Mr. Watson, the board chairman,
expressed similar sentiments, saying
that if the SPMC fails, “you’re doom-
ing Scotch Plains business for a gen-
eration.”

Near the end of the meeting, Mayor
Malool asked property and business
owners to contact council members
with their input on the hirings and the
council’s actions. She also said, with
some frustration in her voice, that the
conflict had “turned into Nancy
Malool versus Lisa Schiller, and that’s
not what this is all about.”

And during the telephone call-in seg-
ment prior to adjournment, board mem-
ber Tom Britt called to express his
frustration at the council’s move. Bill
Mariani of Rossi Funeral Home tele-
phoned to say he was “very disap-
pointed in everything I watched” dur-
ing the televised meeting, and accused
the council of wanting to
“micromanage” the SPMC’s activities.

patrons. Scotch Plains resident Elsie
LeStrange raised the possibility of
the new lot being filled with cars of
high school students visiting the li-
brary after school.

“There are a number of concerns
we need to address regarding park-
ing,” Ms. Burger said. She raised the
possibility of a parking deck and said
the parking lot configuration pre-
sented was not a final design. “There’s
still many details to be worked out.”

Another resident asked why the ex-
isting parking lot was being used as
the site for the new library wing. In
response, Mr. Rizzo, the architect, said
the new wing “worked well” with the
existing building when situated there
versus to the north alongside Forest
Road. He said there would still be
available parking in the municipal lot
across Bartle Avenue, and noted that
additional library patrons would trans-
late into “increased foot traffic in the
downtown” for businesses.

Ms. Burger said the next steps in
the process will be for the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to authorize a
public referendum on the November
ballot asking residents if they support
the dissolution of their respective li-
brary boards of trustees and the cre-
ation of a new joint library entity.  She
financing options available include
local and county bonding, funding
from the state Department of Com-
munity Affairs, library construction
bonds, federal funding, grant money
and private donations via a capital
campaign. More information is  avail-
able at  thejointlibrary.org.
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