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PITCHING IN...During last Wednesday’s snowstorm, Scotch Plains Director of
Publc Works Kevin Ward manned a snowplow in an effort to keep streets clear.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN BEGINS...Several dozen supporters of Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
are present Tuesday afternoon at the Westfield Train Station as he officially
announces his campaign for re-election to New Jersey’s Seventh Congressional
District. Pictured, left to right, are: former Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
Mr. Lance,  former Rep. Mike Ferguson, Mr. Lance’s wife, Heidi, and Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz (LD-21, Summit).

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VALENTINE VETS...Several dozen Scotch Plains veterans were feted last
Friday evening at the second annual “Valentine’s Day With A Veteran” at
Evangel Church. Twenty-four local businesses donated goods for the dinner,
which was coordinated by the mayor’s Community Relations Committee.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MERGER TALK...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr welcomed about 100 residents to the Scotch Plains Public Library last
Thursday, when a proposal was unveiled to merge the Scotch Plains and Fanwood libraries. The plan hinges on finding $26
million to expand the existing Scotch Plains Public Library by making it a joint facility.

Library Merger Presentation Seeks
$26.5 Million for New Joint Facility

Lance Kicks Off Re-election,
Faces Primary Challenge

Christie’s Plan for Deficit;
Districts Deny ‘Excess’

SP Changes Town Attorney;
Lehrer Named to the Spot

SPMC Board, Council Clash Over
Manager Hirings, Expenditures

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Board mem-
bers from the Scotch Plains Manage-
ment Corp. (SPMC) on Tuesday night
defended their hiring of two manag-
ers to oversee commercial district
revitalization. Mayor Nancy Malool
and township council members ques-
tioned the hirings and, specifically,
the hiring of a board member’s spouse,
as well as the amount of money being
paid to the two managers.

The bulk of Tuesday evening’s
three-hour public council meeting
consisted of the council’s rationale
for, and the public’s reaction to, a
resolution, voted by the council 3-1
to approve, urging the SPMC to halt
further expenditures pending a coun-
cil review of the ordinance that cre-
ated it two years ago. Most of those
sentiments were previewed during a

contentious meeting prior to the pub-
lic session where Deputy Mayor
Dominick Bratti engaged in several
loud arguments with SPMC officials
over its hiring last month of Lisa
Schiller as co-manager.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing, attended by more than half of the
SPMC board members and Mrs.
Schiller, Mr. Bratti said Mrs. Schiller’s
hiring created a conflict of interest,
given that her husband, Ted Schiller,
is a board member and the group’s
treasurer.

“You should have seen the con-
flict,” Mr. Bratti said, “but you chose
to ignore it.” The deputy mayor said,
“perception is very important to the
business community,” noting that a
large number of business and prop-
erty owners had opposed the creation
of the special improvement district in
2008. “This stinks,” he said of Mrs.

Schiller’s hiring.
At the outset of the meeting, SPMC

Board Chairman Jim Watson implored
council members to “be cautious” in
their remarks about the SPMC, point-
ing to some negative comments about
the hirings that appeared in local news
outlets two weeks ago. “Don’t make
comments until you have all the in-
formation,” Mr. Watson said, adding
that the salary figures that had been
put forth by council members regard-
ing Mrs. Schiller and the other man-
ager, FirsTEAManagement of
Plainfield, were “just not true.”

In first speaking about the resolu-
tion asking the SPMC to cease expen-
ditures, Mayor Nancy Malool, who is
also a board member, told Mr. Watson
that during the process to hire a man-
ager, “everything I’ve said has fallen
on deaf ears. It’s been me versus you.”

Mr. Watson said during the
council’s consideration of the SPMC’s
2009 budget last summer, about
$44,000 had been earmarked to pay a
manager and for related administra-
tive costs. He said on Tuesday that
Mrs. Schiller’s annual salary will be
$20,800 and FirsTEAManagement
will be paid $15,000 annually. Office
space and other administrative
expensescomes in at just under
$4,000. Another $4,800 is budgeted
for workers compensation coverage
and taxes for Mrs. Schiller. Mr. Watson
said the board was spending what it
had budgeted for last year. “I don’t
understand why all of a sudden these
are bad numbers,” he said.

Mayor Malool said
FirsTEAManagement had proposed
acting as the sole manager for $22,000
per year, and repeated her assertion
from two weeks ago that the board
was spending too high a percentage
of its $64,000 budget on salaries and
administrative costs.

Board member Tom Cusamano said
having both FirsTEAManagement
and Mrs. Schiller as managers meant
getting “the best of both worlds,”
given FirsTEAManagement’s man-
agement and administrative experi-
ence and Mrs. Schiller’s status as a
township resident who would be a
visible day-to-day presence in the
commercial district.

When the relationship between the
Schillers was raised, Mr. Schiller said
he would resign from the board if it
would clear up any perceived con-
flicts. When Mr. Bratti questioned why
Mrs. Schiller was being hired as an
employee instead of an independent
contractor, Board Vice-Chairman Jeff
Kowalczyk asked, “What is your prob-
lem with us?” and accused Mr. Bratti
of being “very confrontational.”

Mr. Bratti responded that the board

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Attorney Brian Levine and Assistant
Attorney Lawrence Woodruff were
replaced this week in a move by the
council to, according to Mayor Nancy
Malool, “restructure our legal depart-
ment this year.” The announcement
was made at Tuesday’s council meet-
ing during which former township
officials and others heaped praise on
Mr. Levine and Mr. Woodruff.

The new township attorney is Jeffrey
Lehrer, who was most recently the town-
ship planning board attorney and is a
member of the Warren-based law firm
of DiFrancesco, Bateman, which is
headed by former Scotch Plains resi-
dent and state Senate President Donald
DiFrancesco, who served as township
attorney in the 1980s and 1990s and
was acting governor in 2001. Mr.
DiFrancesco’s 2001 gubernatorial cam-
paign was derailed by allegations re-
garding his involvement as township
attorney in real estate transactions in
Scotch Plains that involved his brother.

The move, Mayor Malool told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times after
Tuesday’s meeting, “is no reflection
on the quality of Brian’s work.” She
did not give a reason for the change
other than to say that “a majority of
the council was in favor” of bringing
in Mr. Lehrer.

Councilman Kevin Glover told The
Times on Tuesday that the mayor is
entitled to bring in her own team and
that it was time for “fresh blood” in
the legal department.

During the council’s public session
on Tuesday, Mayor Malool called Mr.
Levine, who was named to his posi-

tion four years ago this week, a “hard-
working, dedicated, reliable attorney,”
and also praised Mr. Woodruff, who
has been in his position since 2002.
She called the council’s action “one
of the hardest decisions” the govern-
ing body has had to make.

Councilman Jeff Strauss told Mr.
Levine he “will be very sorely
missed.” Former township manager,
Thomas Atkins, who retired in late
2008 after a 28-year tenure, called
Mr. Levine “the best township attor-
ney I ever worked with” and lauded
Mr. Woodruff for his work, pointing
especially to his earlier work as plan-
ning board attorney.

Attorney Eric Harrison, who was
co-counsel with Mr. Levine in a re-
cent litigation filed by a township
employee, lauded Mr. Levine’s “dedi-
cation to the case even when his sta-
tus [with the township] was in limbo”
in late 2009 and early this year.

Former council members Frank
Rossi, William McClintock, Paulette
Coronato and Joan Papen also came
forward to praise Mr. Levine and Mr.
Woodruff. Former mayor Martin
Marks, who has been friends with
Mr. Levine since boyhood, said he
had been “a very quick study” upon
assuming the attorney’s position in
early 2006 after the untimely death in
late 2005 of former township attor-
ney, Douglas Hansen.

Mr. Marks noted that Mr. Levine
had been recently hired by the Mount
Olive municipal council as the town’s
municipal judge and said he “com-
mended [that council’s] wisdom be-
fore concluding by wishing the Scotch
Plains council “profound comfort in
your restructured legal department.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Reaction has been swift
to Governor Chris Christie’s plan to
eliminate a $2.3-billion budget hole
by withholding $475 million in aid to
500 school districts, while slashing
$62 million in aid to state colleges
and universities and $32.7 million to
NJ Transit.

 In addition, $12.6 million char-
ity care payments to hospitals has
been cut by the governor, who also
announced the elimination of the
Public Advocate’s Office, effective
April 1, in an effort to save another
$600,000.

“The irresponsible budgeting of the
past, coupled with failed tax policies,
which lie like a heavy, wet blanket
suffocating tax revenues and job
growth, have required these extraor-
dinary steps,” the governor told a
joint session of the state Legislature
last Thursday.

Reaction to Governor Christie’s
plan was swift. Assembly Majority
Leader Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union)
said, “Many aspects of Governor
Christie’s proposal will lead to sharp
and sudden property-tax increases and
will hurt small businesses amid a
recession.”

Senate Majority Leader Stephen
Sweeney (D-Gloucester) said, “So
much for a handshake,” a reference to
the handshake gesture by Governor
Christie to Mr. Sweeney and Assem-
bly Speaker Sheila Oliver at last
month’s inauguration.

“Governing by executive order and
keeping plans secret until the last
minute is not bipartisanship. Sure,
these cuts will close the budget gap,
but they do so in an irresponsible

manner,” Mr. Sweeney said. “Voters
sent a clear message last November
that they want smaller, more respon-
sible government that is focused on
its core responsibilities. These cuts
don’t even begin that job.”

The Assembly Budget Committee,
chaired by Assemblyman Lou
Greenwald (D-Camden), was to have
convened yesterday at press deadline
to discuss what Mr. Greenwald la-
beled as Mr. Christie’s “ill-advised
plan” that he said would lead to “prop-
erty-tax increases, potential hospital
closures and the possibility of higher
tuition and transit fares.”

“It also kills job creation. On top of
all that, Governor Christie kept his
plan secret and executed it without
any public discussion. This is un-
democratic and an affront to resi-
dents and businesses alike,” Asm.
Greenwald said.

On the other side of the aisle,
Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield, said the
governor’s plan is absent of “tax
increases, furloughs or disruption of
our state’s schools.”

“It’s also worth noting that his plan
for balancing the budget, unlike pro-
posals by other governors over the
last eight years (under Democrats),
contains no unconstitutional borrow-
ing, tax increases or irresponsible ac-
counting gimmicks,” Senator Kean
said. “No other governor over the last
eight years has proposed such a re-
sponsible and fiscally sound plan for
closing a deficit.”

“The governor’s critics should ei-
ther come forward with a real, honest
plan for cutting this budget, or stop
with the transparently partisan at-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Concerns
about adequate parking dominated
the question-and-answer segment of
last Thursday’s formal presentation
of a proposal to merge the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood libraries and then
expand the present Scotch Plains Li-
brary on Bartle Avenue into a $26.5-
million state-of-the-art joint facility
that would serve both towns.

During a 90-minute session that
was attended by nearly 100 residents,
members of the boards of trustees
from both libraries, Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool and Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, council mem-
bers and Scotch Plains business own-
ers, details of the proposed merger
and new facility were presented by
consultant Leslie Burger and archi-
tect Joseph Rizzo.

Ms. Burger, who led a series of focus
groups and then the feasibility study
resulting from those groups, said the
proposals being presented “reflect a lot
of listening” over the past 18 months
from members of both towns. She noted
that one of the themes heard in focus
groups during the past 18 months was a
belief that the library “should be a
community gathering place.” Ms.
Burger emphasized that the proposed
new facility is “not a done deal,” but
rather a concept design.

Plans call for the existing library to
house additional meeting rooms and
an expanded children’s section, with

a new 37,368-sq. ft. multi-story wing
to be built on the site of the existing
parking lot in front of the library. The
newly constructed building would
house two floors of adult and teen
services, along with administrative
offices, a business center and a café.

While some attendees last week
asked questions about how the project
would be financed, most of the ques-
tions and comments concerned the
proposed new parking lot, which
would be located on the north side of
the facility and have about 20 percent
fewer parking spaces than the exist-

ing lot. With Ms. Burger projecting a
20- to 30-percent increase in visitors
to the a  larger library, concerns were
raised not only about the adequacy of
the new lot for the library, but also
about how downtown shoppers would
be affected. “To double the size of
this facility and think we can reduce
parking is just not acceptable,” Scotch
Plains Councilman Kevin Glover said.

A Park Avenue business owner said
he was concerned about where down-
town shoppers would park if a new
parking lot was filled with library
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) kicked off his re-elec-
tion campaign Tuesday for a second
term representing the Seventh Con-
gressional District, which includes
parts of Union County including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Cranford, Mountainside and
Garwood.

Mr. Lance, a former 18-year state
lawmaker, faces a Primary Election
challenge from Oldwick businessman
David Larsen and Westfield resident
and businessman Bruce Baker. Demo-
crat Ed Potosnak, a former staffer for
Rep. Mike Honda (D-Calif.) and an
ex-high school chemistry teacher, has
also announced his candidacy.

“I run on my record of fiscal re-
sponsibility and of fiscal conserva-
tism,” Mr. Lance said. “A lot of people
in America talk the talk [but do not
walk the walk] – this is both Repub-
licans and Democrats… I think that’s
why we (GOP) lost our way and lost
the majority in 2006.”

The Congressman said he predicts
the GOP will gain the 40 necessary
seats to take the majority in the House
of Representatives come November,
noting that his party is now again
focused “on returning [the country]
to fiscal responsibility.”

He said he is running for re-elec-
tion “because Congress needs more
fiscal conservatives in both the House
and the Senate.” Mr. Lance touted his
legislation, while a state lawmaker,
that requires the state to gain voter
approval before borrowing money.

Mr. Lance said the annual federal
deficit was $1.4 trillion in 2009, “the
highest annual deficit of the percent-
age of Gross Domestic Product since
1945.” He added that Congress has
raised the debt ceiling to $14 trillion
“over my strong objections.”

Mr. Baker, in a press release issued
Tuesday, criticized Mr. Lance for his
vote in support of the cap-and-trade
bill last summer.

“It took Lance less than six months
as a member of Congress to pile more
debt on his constituents by voting for
the cap-and-trade bill. This bill will
be one of the most punitive and costly
tax hikes in U.S. history,” Mr. Baker
said.

The congressman said he would no
longer support the bill because Presi-
dent Barack Obama has been unable
to get China and India to support cap-
and-trade.

“We cannot engage in this alone,”
Mr. Lance said. “We need an energy
strategy in this country,” to include
alternative energy sources such as
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