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COAH Continued
Editor’s Note: Last week, the follow-

ing ending to the front-page story on
COAH was inadvertently left out. We
regret the error.

Continuation: “I’ve always had a
problem with the [builder’s remedy] as
an enforcement mechanism. It’s a ruse
for a developer to basically ask for a
development that otherwise [would not
be permissible],” Cranford Mayor Mark
Smith said.

He described the [S1] legislation as
“a dagger pointed at the heart of a
municipality that doesn’t actually con-
form to the regulations.”

“[The legislation] still basically
leaves the hammer in the hands of the
developer, which I don’t think any
municipality takes comfort in… It just
seems to me that there’s a better way
than letting a developer enforce your
law [through builder’s remedy law-
suits],” Mayor Smith said.

Springfield Mayor Ziad Andrew
Shehady, a Republican, said he is in
support of the Lesniak-Bateman bill.

“I am glad the state Legislature is
finally realizing the burden of COAH
on municipalities and the state budget,”
Mayor Shehady said. “The current af-
fordable-housing laws are broken, and
we need reform… S-1 is a welcomed
step in the right direction.”

In testimony before the Senate Eco-
nomic Growth Committee on February
1, Democratic Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr said she supports the bill,
noting, “The state should be prevented
from calculating prospective need for
affordable housing, which has been
passed on to local governments.

“I believe the time is now to do the
right thing for towns and cities through-
out New Jersey [by bringing] about
manageable smart growth with an eye
towards providing a variety of housing
options,” Mayor Mahr said.

Also supporting the legislation is the
New Jersey League of Municipalities
(NJLOM). “To us, the key issue is the
formulation of the criteria for deter-
mining whether a municipality has com-
plied with their obligations under the
Fair Housing Act,” according to
NJLOM’s testimony. The league said it
is looking for “a simple solution to
affordable-housing issues and lessen-
ing the cost of compliance.”

GOP State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) told The
Westfield Leader he favors having the
state intervene in some Mount Laurel
affordable-housing cases brought by
builders that are currently pending in
the state courts by bringing these cases
before the New Jersey Supreme Court.

“This (Lesniak-Bateman bill) is not
the answer,” Mr. Bramnick said. “We
have to get back to the drawing board
and the courts.”

GOP Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (LD-21, Summit) said she also
favors turning the affordable-housing
issue back over to the courts.

“COAH is so unpopular. It is such a
huge bureaucracy,” Mrs. Munoz said.
“But the last thing I think we need is
another commission.”

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
MERGER TALK...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr welcomes about 100 residents
to the Scotch Plains Public Library last Thursday, when a proposal was unveiled
to merge the Scotch Plains and Fanwood libraries. The plan hinges on finding $26
million to expand the Scotch Plains Public Library.

County Appoints Andrew Moran
As Public Safety Director

brave new governor’s playbook,” Mr.
Arena said.

Likewise, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7), a former state lawmaker, said,
“Continued runaway spending is in-
appropriate given the state of our
economy both nationally and here in
New Jersey.”

Explaining his school aid cuts, the
governor said that, “many school
districts…have surpluses that were not
a part of their fiscal year 2010 bud-
gets,” which is labeled as “excess sur-
pluses” or were placed in a reserve
account.

“I am reducing school aid in a way
that ensures that no district will have
aid withheld in an amount that is greater
than its surpluses,” the governor said.

In response, New Jersey Education
Association (NJEA) President Bar-
bara Keshishian said many districts
“use the excess surplus funds from
one budget year as revenue to support
programs or property-tax reductions
the following year.”

“With this order, the burden is on the
governor to ensure that he has ad-
equate funding in his FY2011 budget
to fund the public schools of New
Jersey,” she said. “We are also dis-
tressed that the governor has an-
nounced his intention to continue the
destructive practice of not funding the
state’s pension funds. It is precisely
that failure by prior governors and
prior legislatures that has led to the
under-funding of the pension system.
Teachers and school employees have
contributed billions of dollars to that
system in the past 15 years, while the
state has consistently failed to contrib-
ute its fair share. It is outrageous that
our new governor would openly en-
courage the Legislature to continue
the fiscally irresponsible practices that
have brought us to this point.”

Of the $475 million withheld from
public school payments, $23.6 mil-
lion is withheld from Union County
school districts. Locally, Westfield will
lose $196,419;, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, $167,667; Garwood,
$28,011; Cranford, $139,834; Berke-
ley Heights, $700,000, and
Mountainside, $273,000.

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said the district is
determining “how this impacts our
budget this year and next year.”

“We receive less than 6 percent of
our budget from the state. Ninety per-
cent of the budget is paid for by
Westfield taxpayers,” Ms. Dolan said.
“Recognizing that we are not immune
from the downturn in the economy,
this year the Westfield Public Schools
has reduced spending on items such as
utilities and technology. Our adminis-
trators and non-aligned staff have made
voluntary givebacks to help the dis-
trict budget.”

She said the district has eliminated
24 full-time positions and over 40
after-school positions.

“We have no excess surplus, no
maintenance reserve and no emergency
reserve. The state recommends that
districts keep a fund balance of 2 per-
cent. We were not able to put aside that
much for this year’s budget,” Ms. Dolan
stated.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F)
Board of Education President Norman
“Trip” Whitehouse said the $167,000
cut by the governor to the district is
“not coming from excess surplus, but
from capital and maintenance re-
serves.”

“This past year, we did not generate
excess surplus above the 2 percent
allowable by the state. Since the money
being withheld from SP-F is from
expected capital spending, the impact
to the district will be seen from the
facilities side,” Mr. Whitehouse said.
“These reserves were set aside for
capital projects to be done this sum-
mer. We’ll be evaluating the district’s
capital priority list and, most likely,
will not get as far down the list as
originally planned. The projects that
are currently underway are not being
affected.

“Where we will see any additional
impacts will be dependent on what the
governor announces in his March 16
speech related to next year’s aid fig-
ures,” Mr. Whitehouse noted.

Mountainside Chief School Admin-
istrator Jeanette Baubles said in a state-
ment that Governor Christie is “clearly
transitioning at a very, very difficult
time.

“Given the anticipated reduction in
state aid, members of the Mountainside
schooldistrict’s Finance Committee
will be working extremely hard to
address this with the budget develop-
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The Governor’s Plan

COUNTY – Andrew Moran, a retired
Berkeley Heights Police Captain with 25
years of law enforcement experience, has
been appointed County Public Safety Di-
rector effective Tuesday by County Man-
ager George Devanney.

“Andy Moran brings ex-
perience and new energy to
the department as our direc-
tor,” Mr. Devanney said.
“Having worked on a strate-
gic plan about the depart-
ment for the past six months,
he will be able to hit the
ground running in his new
position.”

Mr. Moran, 45, had been
working with the county
since August on the strategic
plan addressing police de-
partment accreditation, a
shared radio services system,
a consolidated 9-1-1 dispatch
center and EMS system.

Mr. Moran said he was humbled by his
appointment, and grateful to be serving the
residents of Union County in his new
capacity.

“I look forward to leading a group of

determined and dedicated public servants
in providing for the safety and protection
of our citizens as well those who may work
or visit here,” Mr. Moran said. “I am
grateful to the county manager for his
support, and I look forward to working

with our Board of Chosen
Freeholders.”

Mr. Moran said that he
would emphasize the pursuit
of shared services, and
pointed to his report in part as
a blue print for his upcoming
initiatives.

“I am looking forward to
continuing the progress on
these items, as well as ex-
ploring continued savings
through shared services,” Mr.
Moran said.

“Public Safety is one of
our highest priorities, and we
have found someone who will

be able to lead the department into an era
with new challenges,” Freeholder Board
Chairman Dan Sullivan said. “We look
forward to working with Director Moran.”

Mr. Moran’s salary for the position is
$113,793 per year.

Andrew Moran

ment process now underway,” she said.
Reacting to the slashing of NJ

Transit’s budget, Tri-State Transpor-
tation Campaign Executive Director
Kate Slevin said the governor is “send-
ing the wrong message for the state’s
transportation priorities by penalizing
Transit riders, while refusing to con-
sider an increase in the gas tax or other
driver fees. Transit fare increases are
tax increases.”

State Assembly Transportation
Committee Chairman John
Wisniewski (D-Middlesex), the head
of the state’s Democratic Committee,
said the transportation panel will hear
testimony today, February 18, on the
potential impact of the budget cuts to
NJ Transit. The hearing is scheduled
for 10 a.m. in Committee Room 11 on
the fourth floor of the State House
Annex in Trenton.

“Governor Christie’s plan will have
a wide-ranging negative impact and
may well equate to a hefty tax increase
on lower- and middle-class New
Jerseyans who have no other choice
but to rely on NJ Transit to get to
work,” Mr. Wisniewski said.

New Jersey Taxpayers Association
President Jerry Cantrell said the
governor’s plan has been a long time
coming.

“Let’s accept the pain necessitated
by past failures to act prudently and
understand that we are all in for a
prolonged period of sacrifice,” Mr.
Cantrell said.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, February 9, Archeley Prophete,
24, of Linden was arrested on outstanding
warrants after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Crossway Place, including two
warrants from Roselle with a total of $254
bail and a Carteret warrant with $79 bail. He
was released after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 9, Robert Blescia, 28,
of West Chester, Pa. was arrested in the area
of East North Avenue and South Chestnut
Street on an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and released
after posting $250 bail.

Tuesday, February 9, James Heck, 57, of
Scotch Plains was arrested in the area of
West North Avenue and Tuttle Parkway
and charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI), after police responded to a motor
vehicle accident. No injuries were reported
as a result of the accident. Heck was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and held until being turned over
to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, February 9, Tyshon Jordan, 22,
of Piscataway was arrested on a Westfield
warrant pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
near the intersection of East North and
South Euclid Avenues. Jordan was pro-
cessed and released after posting $300 bail.

Tuesday, February 9, John Bohlinger,
18, of Westfield was arrested at Topping
Hill Road and Garfield Avenue and charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS), identified as less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, pursuant to
an investigation. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance with
a summons.

Tuesday, February 9, a business located
on the 200 block of Elmer Street reported
the theft of a snowblower, valued at ap-
proximately $680, from in front of the es-
tablishment.

Tuesday, February 9, Lauren DeCosimo,
24, of Warren was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue and Tuttle Parkway. She was
turned over to a responsible adult.

Friday, February 12, a resident of the 600
block of West Broad Street reported that her
apartment was burglarized sometime be-
tween 4:30 and 11:46 p.m. The resident’s
bedroom was ransacked and a spare bed-
room also was entered. A Sony Playstation
3, a Wii console, a gold wedding band, a
diamond wedding band, a gold ring and a
key safe were reported missing.

Saturday, February 13, a resident of the
800 block of West North Avenue reported
that his home was burglarized during the
overnight hours. Multiple rooms were en-
tered, according to police. A DVD player
and a computer monitor were reported miss-
ing.

Saturday, February 13, Ronald R.
Dismuke, Jr., 22, of Easton, Pa. was ar-
rested at the New Jersey State Police
Perryville Barracks on a Westfield con-
tempt of court warrant. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting $196 bail.

Saturday, February 13, Takiba Jackson,
29, of Garwood was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $99 after being
stopped by New Jersey State Police, who
turned Jackson over to Westfield authori-
ties.

Saturday, February 13, Kevin Morrison,
48, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with DWI pursuant to a motor vehicle in-
vestigation at Lamberts Mill and Raritan
Roads. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and released
on his own recognizance with summonses.
However, he remained in police custody
after being unable to arrange for transporta-
tion home.

Saturday, February 13, an attempted bur-
glary was reported at a residence on the 800
block of West North Avenue. The home-
owner heard a loud noise at the front door
and, upon investigating the cause of it,
observed signs of force. The incident oc-
curred around 7:42 p.m. Entry was not
gained and the matter is under investiga-
tion.

Sunday, February 14, Lynde Jules, 20, of
Westfield was arrested during a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of West North Avenue
and Tuttle Parkway. She was charged with
possession of CDS (marijuana); possession
of drug paraphernalia; possession of CDS
with intent to distribute, and possession of
CDS with intent to distribute in a school
zone. Jules was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and released
without bail. She is to appear in Union
County Superior Court on the charges.

Sunday, February 14, Li Martinez, 39, of
Cranford was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop at East Grove Street and
Boynton Avenue on an outstanding Linden
warrant. Martinez was released after post-
ing $140 bail.

Monday, February 15, Angellica Will-
iams, 25, and April Williams, 18, both of
Rahway, were arrested in the area of East
South and Windsor Avenues during a mo-
tor vehicle stop. Each was charged with
hindering apprehension of self for allegedly
providing police with false names during
the investigation. Both were transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released without bail. The driver,
Angellica Williams, also was issued a traf-
fic summons for operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended driver’s license.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 9, an officer responded

to a bank on Mountain Avenue on a report
of disorderly conduct. According to au-
thorities, the bank manager told police that

SPMC Board, SP Council Clash Over
Manager Hirings, Expenditures

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Board members
from the Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) on Tuesday night defended their
hiring of two managers to oversee commer-
cial district revitalization. Mayor Nancy
Malool and township council members
questioned the hirings and, specifically, the
hiring of a board member’s spouse, as well
as the amount of money being paid to the
two managers.

The bulk of Tuesday evening’s three-
hour public council meeting consisted of
the council’s rationale for, and the public’s
reaction to, a resolution, voted by the coun-
cil 3-1 to approve, urging the SPMC to halt
further expenditures pending a council re-
view of the ordinance that created it two
years ago. Most of those sentiments were
previewed during a contentious meeting
prior to the public session in which Deputy
Mayor Dominick Bratti engaged in argu-
ments with SPMC officials over its hiring
last month of Lisa Schiller as co-manager.

At the conference meeting, attended by
more than half the SPMC board members
and Mrs. Schiller, Mr. Bratti said Mrs.
Schiller’s hiring created a conflict of inter-
est, given that her husband, Ted Schiller, is
a board member and the group’s treasurer.

“You should have seen the conflict,” Mr.
Bratti said, “but you chose to ignore it.” The
deputy mayor said, “perception is very im-
portant to the business community,” noting
that a large number of business and property
owners had opposed the creation of the
special improvement district in 2008.

At the outset of the meeting, SPMC
Board Chairman Jim Watson implored
council members to “be cautious” in their
remarks about the SPMC, pointing to some
negative comments about the hirings that
appeared in local news outlets two weeks
ago. “Don’t make comments until you have
all the information,” Mr. Watson said, add-
ing that the salary figures that had been put
forth by council members regarding Mrs.
Schiller and the other manager,
FirsTEAManagement of Plainfield, were
“just not true.”

In first speaking about the resolution
asking the SPMC to cease expenditures,
Mayor Nancy Malool, who is also a board
member, told Mr. Watson that during the
process to hire a manager, “everything I’ve
said has fallen on deaf ears. It’s been me
versus you.”

Mr. Watson said during the council’s
consideration of the SPMC’s 2009 budget
last summer, about $44,000 had been ear-
marked to pay a manager and for related
administrative costs. He said on Tuesday
that Mrs. Schiller’s annual salary will be
$20,800 and FirsTEAManagement will be
paid $15,000 annually. Adding in just under
$4,000 for office space and other adminis-
trative expenses, the total cost adds up to
slightly more than $38,600. Another $4,800
is budgeted for workers compensation cov-
erage and taxes for Mrs. Schiller. Mr. Watson
said the board was spending what it had
budgeted for last year. “I don’t understand
why all of a sudden these are bad numbers,”
he said.

Mayor Malool said
FirsTEAManagement had proposed acting
as the sole manager for $22,000 per year,
and repeated her assertion from two weeks
ago that the board was spending too high a
percentage of its $64,000 budget on salaries
and administrative costs.

Board member Tom Cusamano said hav-
ing both FirsTEAManagement and Mrs.
Schiller as managers meant getting “the
best of both worlds,” given
FirsTEAManagement’s management and
administrative experience and Mrs.
Schiller’s status as a township resident who
would be a visible day-to-day presence in
the commercial district.

When the relationship between the
Schillers was raised, Mr. Schiller said he
would resign from the board if it would
clear up any perceived conflicts. When Mr.
Bratti questioned why Mrs. Schiller was
being hired as an employee instead of an
independent contractor, Board Vice-Chair-
man Jeff Kowalczyk asked, “What is your
problem with us?” and accused Mr. Bratti
of being “very confrontational.”

Mr. Bratti responded that the board had
exercised “poor business judgment” in hir-
ing Mrs. Schiller. “I don’t want to see
money going down a rat hole,” he added.

Later, after Mr. Bratti criticized the
method in which Mrs. Schiller was paid a
small fee for her efforts last year, Mr. Schiller
called him “misinformed and uninformed”
and then loudly accused the mayor of taking
actions against the SPMC board because
“you’re not getting what you want.” Mr.
Schiller said the mayor seemed to believe
the board was “not capable of making these
decisions, so you need to make them for us.”

In response, Mayor Malool accused Mr.
Schiller of “threatening me” regarding his
wife’s hiring. That led to another loud back-
and-forth between Mr. Schiller and Mr.
Bratti before the meeting wound down with
an agreement on further meetings between
the two sides in the coming weeks.

Later, at the regular meeting, the council
was considering a resolution “strongly urg-
ing” the SPMC board to cease expenditures
“for the time being,” as Mr. Bratti put it. He
again said Mrs. Schiller’s hiring “creates an
appearance of impropriety,” and said the
council needs “to fix the problem before it
becomes a bigger problem.” He repeated
his earlier assertion that “something doesn’t

smell right” regarding the hiring.
Councilman Jeff Strauss opposed the

resolution, stating the council was “en-
croaching upon authority” given to the
SPMC. He criticized his colleagues for
“sticking our nose in” to the management
corporation’s business. “When we criticize
them, we demean them,” he said. “And we
do ourselves a tremendous disservice.” Mr.
Strauss said “scolding” the board in the
press instead of “talking to them” would
lead to a destruction of morale and a loss of
volunteers.

Councilman Kevin Glover, who during
the earlier session had urged both sides “to
work together to make this work,” said the
council “has an inherent responsibility” to
make the SPMC work. He said much of the
problems between the council and the SPMC
was due to “a failure to communicate,” and
said he was voting for the resolution “to get
that communication started.”

Mayor Malool said the special improve-
ment district “is not going in the direction
we want,” and repeated her assertion from
earlier that the two sides need to work
together as partners. She said spending about
two-thirds of the SPMC budget on salaries
and administration “just seems like too
much.”

After the council voted 3-1 to approve
the resolution, a dozen residents, business
owners and SPMC board members came
forth to publicly praise Mrs. Schiller’s ef-
forts over the past year, specifically her
work in putting together last year’s Memo-
rial Day Music Festival that was attended
by several thousand people.

Board member Steve Goldberg said he
was concerned the resolution will put a stop
to the SPMC’s efforts and that it will be
“difficult to get the momentum back.”

Mr. Watson, the board chairman, ex-
pressed similar sentiments, saying that if
the SPMC fails, “you’re dooming Scotch
Plains business for a generation.”

Near the end of the meeting, Mayor
Malool asked property and business own-
ers to contact council members with their
input on the hirings and the council’s ac-
tions. She also said, with some frustration in
her voice, that the conflict had “turned into
Nancy Malool vs. Lisa Schiller, and that’s
not what this is all about.”

And during the telephone call-in seg-
ment prior to adjournment, board member
Tom Britt called to express his frustration at
the council’s move. Bill Mariani of Rossi
Funeral Home telephoned to say he was
“very disappointed in everything I watched”
during the televised meeting, and accused
the council of wanting to “micromanage”
the SPMC’s activities.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
VALENTINE VETS...Several dozen Scotch Plains veterans were feted last
Friday evening at the second annual “Valentine’s Day With A Veteran” at
Evangel Church. The dinner was coordinated by the mayor’s Community
Relations Committee. Twenty-four local businesses donated goods for the event.

a male suspect became unruly when he was
given information about his bank account.
The manager asked the suspect to leave the
premises, at which time he threatened her,
authorities reported.

Saturday, February 13, Antoinne R.
Christ, 33, of Plainfield was picked up at the
Somerset County jail and charged with an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside.

Sunday, February 14, Adelio Martinez-
Velazq, 32, of Elizabeth was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
allegedly driving without a license. He was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Sunday, February 14, a resident of Creek
Bed Road reported that her former husband
had been making harassing phone calls and
had sent her harassing text messages earlier
in the day.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 8, Kashira Slaughter,

24, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, the suspect was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation, at which time the officer
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana. Slaugh-
ter was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Monday, February 8, a resident of Rhoda
Place reported that someone entered her
residence through a rear window and, once
inside, removed approximately $4,000
worth of jewelry.

Wednesday, February 10, Stacy
Reidinger, 27, of Gillette was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Wednesday, February 10, the manager
of a Park Avenue store reported that an
unidentified male left the store with a pair of
gloves, valued at $15, without paying for
the merchandise.

Wednesday, February 10, a resident of
Nicole Court reported that she has been
receiving harassing text messages from an
unknown suspect.

Friday, February 12, Malcolm Shell, 22,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, the suspect was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation, at which time the officer
smelled the odor of marijuana. Shell was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Saturday, February 13, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
smashed his mailbox, valued at approxi-
mately $100.

Saturday, February 13, a resident of Route
22 reported that someone broke the window
of her motor vehicle while it was parked in
the lot of her apartment building.

Sunday, February 14, a patron of a Lam-
berts Mill Road office reported that he left
his jacket on a bench at the office and
someone removed it.

County to Add Bunkers
At Galloping Hill Course

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day introduced an ordinance authorizing
the construction of additional bunkers at
Galloping Hill Golf Course in the amount
of $200,000.

The county has already built a driving
range and an education center at Gallop-
ing Hill in an effort to attract younger
players and increase revenue.

Cranford resident Jim Buettner ques-
tioned the board on the expenditure, stat-
ing, “You closed Oak Ridge Golf Course,
but you’re spending $200,000 to build a
bunker at Galloping Hill?”

The 169-acre, 18-hole golf range in
Clark was closed last year over what the
county claimed was a $400,000 operating
deficit at the 80-year-old course.

The county has instead focused on mak-
ing Galloping Hill in Kenilworth and
Ashbrook Golf Course in Scotch Plains
profitable. KemperSports was hired to
run the clubhouse operations at these fa-
cilities.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, com-
mented that, “There needs to be more
transparency on your website about the
golf course, contracts listed and projects.”

“You should be proud of what you’re
doing, but it seems more shady. I shouldn’t
have to go fishing to find things about the
golf course on your website,” Mrs. Renna
said.

In other business, the board approved
an agreement with First Tee of America’s
Raritan Valley Chapter of New Brunswick
to develop community-outreach programs
for Union County’s youth at no cost to the
county.

“It’s nice to see something going back
to the community for our youth and the
First Tee is a good start,” said James
Poland of Plainfield.

The board also approved a resolution
to enter into a $55,000 contract with Ken
Tesler, Mad Dog Presents, LLC of Jersey
City “to plan, promote and produce the
2010 Union Summer Arts Festival,” which
will run from June 30 through August 25
at the alternating locations of Oak Ridge
and Echo Lake parks.

On another matter, Joseph Graziano, di-
rector of engineering and public works, said
the county had 80 snow plows on its road-
ways during last week’s snow storm. He
said the crews plowed 177 miles of road-
ways over the course of the 27-hour storm.

SP Replaces Attorneys
Levine and Woodruff

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township Attor-
ney Brian Levine and Assistant Attorney
Lawrence Woodruff were replaced this
week in a move by the township council to,
according to Mayor Nancy Malool, “re-
structure our legal department this year.”

The new township attorney is Jeffrey
Lehrer, who was most recently the town-
ship planning board attorney and is a mem-
ber of the Warren-based law firm of
DiFrancesco, Bateman, which is headed by
former Scotch Plains resident and state
Senate President Donald DiFrancesco, who
served as township attorney in the 1980s
and 1990s and was acting governor in 2001.
Mr. DiFrancesco’s 2001 gubernatorial cam-
paign was derailed by allegations regarding
his involvement as township attorney in
real estate transactions in Scotch Plains that
involved his brother.

The move, Mayor Malool told The
Westfield Leader after Tuesday’s meeting,
“is no reflection on the quality of Brian’s
work.” She did not give a reason for the
change other than to say that “a majority of
the council was in favor” of bringing in Mr.
Lehrer.

Councilman Kevin Glover told The Leader
on Tuesday that the mayor is entitled to bring
in her own team and that it was time for “fresh
blood” in the legal department.

During the council’s public session on
Tuesday, Mayor Malool called Mr. Levine,
who was named to his position four years
ago this week, a “hard-working, dedicated,
reliable attorney,” and also praised Mr.
Woodruff, who has been in his position
since 2002. She called the council’s action
“one of the hardest decisions” the govern-
ing body has had to make.

Councilman Jeff Strauss told Mr.
Levine he “will be very sorely missed.”
Former township manager, Thomas
Atkins, who retired in late 2008 after a
28-year tenure, called Mr. Levine “the
best township attorney I ever worked
with” and lauded Mr. Woodruff for his
work, pointing especially to his earlier
work as planning board attorney.

Attorney Eric Harrison, who was co-
counsel with Mr. Levine in a recent litiga-
tion filed by a township employee, lauded
Mr. Levine’s “dedication to the case even
when his status [with the township] was in
limbo” in late 2009 and early this year.

Mr. Levine assumed the attorney’s po-
sition in early 2006 after the sudden death
in late 2005 of former township attorney,
Douglas Hansen. He was recently hired
by the Mount Olive municipal council as
the town’s municipal judge.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


