
Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 120th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 07-2010 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, February 18, 2010USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community..6-7, 16, 18

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9, 16
Sports ............ 11-14

Real Estate .... 11-17
Classifieds .... 17
A&E .............. 18-20

SUPER FROSTY…This nine-foot snowman was built by a Westfield resident
during the February 10 snowstorm that dropped 17.5 inches of snow on the
community.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ALL SMILES...Several dozen supporters of Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) are all smiles Tuesday afternoon at the Westfield
Train Station as he officially announces his campaign for re-election to New Jersey’s Seventh Congressional District.
Pictured, left to right, are: former Rep. Mike Ferguson, Mr. Lance with his wife, Heidi, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (LD-
21, Summit), a supporter and Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan.

Mountainside Owes $529,184
More In Tuition to GLHS

SNOW DAY...On February 9, when 17.5 inches of snow fell on Westfield,
Christina, William, Sara and Anna of Franklin Elementary School built a six-
foot-tall igloo in the backyard and flew the Franklin School pennant. It was fun
and a good life lesson on ingenuity due to necessity.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRATING HIS 100TH VICTORY…The Westfield High School girls
basketball team flocks around Joe Marino, who just reached his 100th win as head
coach with a 43-26 victory over Cranford in Cranford on Tuesday. See a complete
story of the game in The Westfield Leader’s February 25 sports section.

Garwood BOE Searches for
2010-2011 Budget Solutions

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of
education has been told it must make
up $529,184 in tuition undercharges
over the past three years to the Berke-
ley Heights Board of Education for
borough students attending Gover-
nor Livingston High School (GLHS).

During the Mountainside board’s
February 9 meeting, Chief School
Administrator Jeannette Baubles told
the board that the Berkeley Heights
Board of Education has determined
that Mountainside owes an additional
$807 per student for 266.7 students
sent to GLHS in 2006-2007, $164 for
each of the 248.9 students sent in
2007-2008, and $1,032 per student
for 246.5 students the district sent to
GLHS in 2008-2009.

The district paid $11,593 to Berke-
ley Heights in 2006-2007, and
$12,500 each year for 2007-2008 and
2008-2009.

“How are you off by $1,000 per
pupil?” Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg questioned in reference
to the 2008-2009 school year, when
per-pupil costs jumped from $12,500
to $13,532.

Other board members shared simi-
lar sentiments looking at the numbers
presented by Ms. Baubles.

“What are we, like the cash cow
(for Berkeley Heights)? Maybe there
are other competitive school districts
with other neighboring towns. There
are less students going to GLHS, but
(we are paying a) higher bill,” board
member Carmine Venes said.

Meanwhile, Ms. Baubles said for
the 2010-2011 school year, tuition
for 238 Mountainside students will
see another significant jump.

“Berkeley Heights has informed
Mountainside that it has estimated
the 2010-2011 per-pupil GLHS tu-
ition to be $13,500, an increase of
$900 or 7.1 percent more per pupil
than the current year’s tuition,” Ms.
Baubles said.

She said the 2010-2011 tuition of

$3,213,000 represents an increase of
$214,200 from last year, while the net
adjustment due to Berkeley Heights
for 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 tuition
totals $218,388. In addition, Berke-
ley Heights has informed
Mountainside that it intends to charge
Mountainside for a portion of its total
K-12 costs for resource room ser-
vices estimated at $233,350 for 2010-
2011. In sum, the total increase to
Berkeley Heights over 2009-2010
would be $665,938.

The New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDOE) has advised all
districts that after the fiscal year has
been completed and the per-pupil
costs have been audited, districts must
make adjustments for any variances
between the budgeted amounts and
the actual costs.

Instead of making these adjust-
ments every third year, districts must
now make them every other year,
which means that Mountainside must
make adjustments for 2007-2008 and
2008-2009 in the 2010-2011 budget,
according to NJDOE’s Office of
School Funding.

“What happened to (4-percent)
caps? In these recession times, these
are excessive,” Mr. Venes commented.

At the local level, officials said
Mountainside’s $3,100,467 special
education budget would include ser-
vices for 102 students between the
ages of 3 and 21 who are in-district,
with another 17 receiving out-of-dis-
trict services.

In other news, teachers are prepar-
ing students in grades 3 to 8 for the
NJASK test, which will be adminis-
tered in April and May. Parents can
work with their children by going to
studyisland.com. Study Island pro-
vides tests on mathematics, reading
and writing, and parents can chart
their child’s weekly progress.

“Study Island has helped our stu-
dents to be prepared for NJASK – a
good reference for parents to use
with their children,” Ms. Schaumberg
said.

LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday night’s
meeting, the board of education (BOE)
discussed the deficit in its proposed
budget for the 2010-2011 school year.
The board discussed balancing the
budget by re-opening salary negotia-
tions, laying off staff, closing Wash-
ington School and reducing supplies.

Finance Committee Chairwoman
Susan Groning said that Garwood
schools face a deficit of approximately
$380,000 in the proposed budget.
Regulations put forth by Governor
Chris Christie, cost increases and an
anticipated reduction in state aid were
cited among the reasons.

Mrs. Groning stated that last year
when the discussion arose of closing
Washington School, residents came
out and said they were willing to pay
extra tax dollars to keep it open. This
year, the board is considering asking
residents that question on the ballot
during school elections.

Board Secretary William Muzzio
said that Garwood currently receives
approximately $600,000 a year in
state aid and is required to keep its tax
levy within a 4-percent increase over
the previous year. He said he is hear-
ing that state aid may be cut by as
much as 20 percent and that school
districts may only be able to raise
their tax levies by 2 percent.

Board President Adele Lewis said
the board sent a letter to the Garwood
Education Association (GEA), the
teachers’ union, asking that it re-open
its contract negotiations to discuss
the rising costs of health benefits.

GEA President Dana Parkhill, a resi-
dent and a parent, addressed the letter,
saying that cutting staff is outside the
scope of contract negotiation talks.
“You’re going to cut staff no matter
what,” she said, adding that the GEA
was not willing to reopen its contract.

Ms. Parkhill told the board that over
40 percent of the district’s teachers are
Garwood residents and that they are
all aware of the current budget crisis.
She said that the GEA “may be being
used as a scapegoat” and that the union
is willing to work with the board in
areas that are not included in the con-
tract. She suggested that the board ask
for parent volunteers, raise activity
fees and charge for musical instru-
ment rentals.

Several residents asked what the
board could do to appeal to the state
to prevent further cuts. Mr. Muzzio
suggested that residents contact their
legislators, and said that he would
look into a joint resolution with the
borough council to urge the governor
not to cut the district’s funding.

The board will set dates for two
public meetings to discuss the pro-
posed budget. A workshop meeting
will be held in March for the entire
board to discuss the budget and then
a public hearing on the budget will be
held sometime between March 26
and April 3.

Garwood voters last year rejected
the $8.96-million school budget pro-
posed by the BOE that contained a
property tax levy of $6.3 million. The
matter was sent to the borough coun-
cil, which approved the school budget
reduced by $37,400 on May 12, 2009.

Christie Unveils Plan to Cut Deficit;
Districts Deny ‘Excess’ Surpluses

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Reaction has been swift
to Governor Chris Christie’s plan to
eliminate a $2.3-billion budget hole
by withholding $475 million in aid to
500 school districts, while slashing
$62 million in aid to state colleges
and universities and $32.7 million to
NJ Transit. In addition, $12.6 million
charity care payments to hospitals
has been cut by the government, who
also announced the elimination of the
Public Advocate’s Office, effective
April 1, to save another $600,000.

“The irresponsible budgeting of the
past, coupled with failed tax policies,
which lie like a heavy, wet blanket

suffocating tax revenues and job
growth, have required these extraor-
dinary steps,” the governor told a
joint session of the state Legislature
last Thursday.

Reaction to Governor Christie’s
plan was swift. Assembly Majority
Leader Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union)
said, “Many aspects of Governor
Christie’s proposal will lead to sharp
and sudden property-tax increases and
will hurt small businesses amid a
recession.”

Senate Majority Leader Stephen
Sweeney (D-Gloucester) said, “So
much for a handshake,” a reference to
the handshake gesture by Governor
Christie to Sen. Sweeney and Assem-

bly Speaker Sheila Oliver at last
month’s inauguration.

“Governing by executive order and
keeping plans secret until the last
minute is not bipartisanship. Sure,
these cuts will close the budget gap,
but they do so in an irresponsible
manner,” Mr. Sweeney said. “Voters
sent a clear message last November
that they want smaller, more respon-
sible government that is focused on
its core responsibilities. These cuts
don’t even begin that job.”

The Assembly Budget Committee,
chaired by Assemblyman Lou
Greenwald (D-Camden), was to have
convened yesterday at press deadline
to discuss what Mr. Greenwald la-
beled as Mr. Christie’s “ill-advised
plan” that he said would lead to “prop-
erty-tax increases, potential hospital
closures and the possibility of higher
tuition and transit fares.”

“It also kills job creation. On top of
all that, Governor Christie kept his
plan secret and executed it without
any public discussion. This is un-
democratic and an affront to resi-
dents and businesses alike,” Asm.
Greenwald said.

On the other side of the aisle, Sen-
ate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
of Westfield, said the governor’s plan
is absent of “tax increases, furloughs
or disruption of our state’s schools.”

“It’s also worth noting that his plan
for balancing the budget, unlike pro-
posals by other governors over the
last eight years (under Democrats),
contains no unconstitutional borrow-
ing, tax increases or irresponsible
accounting gimmicks,” Senator Kean
said. “No other governor over the last
eight years has proposed such a re-
sponsible and fiscally sound plan for
closing a deficit.”

“The governor’s critics should ei-
ther come forward with a real, honest
plan for cutting this budget, or stop
with the transparently partisan at-
tacks and join with our governor in
making New Jersey the kind of state
its residents deserve,” Senator Kean
said.

Westfield Councilman Frank
Arena, a Republican, said for too
long New Jersey was on an “unsus-
tainable path.”

“Bravo to Governor Christie for
these actions. And let’s all hope Presi-
dent Obama steals this page from our
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Lance Kicks Off Re-election Bid,
Faces Challenge from WF’s Baker

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) kicked off his re-elec-
tion campaign Tuesday for a second
term representing the Seventh Con-
gressional District, which includes
parts of Union County including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Cranford, Mountainside and
Garwood.

Mr. Lance, a former 18-year state
lawmaker, faces a Primary Election
challenge from Oldwick businessman
David Larsen and Westfield resident
and businessman Bruce Baker. Demo-
crat Ed Potosnak, a former staffer for
Rep. Mike Honda (D-Calif.) and an
ex-high school chemistry teacher, has
also announced his candidacy.

“I run on my record of fiscal re-
sponsibility and of fiscal conserva-
tism,” Mr. Lance said. “A lot of people

in America talk the talk [but do not
walk the walk] – this is both Repub-
licans and Democrats… I think that’s
why we (GOP) lost our way and lost
the majority in 2006.”

The Congressman said he predicts
the GOP will gain the 40 necessary
seats to take the majority in the House
of Representatives come November,
noting that his party is now again
focused “on returning [the country]
to fiscal responsibility.”

He said he is running for re-elec-
tion “because Congress needs more
fiscal conservatives in both the House
and the Senate.” Mr. Lance touted his
legislation, while a state lawmaker,
that requires the state to gain voter
approval before borrowing money.

Mr. Lance said the annual federal
deficit was $1.4 trillion in 2009, “the
highest annual deficit of the percent-
age of Gross Domestic Product since
1945.” He added that Congress has
raised the debt ceiling to $14 trillion
“over my strong objections.”

Mr. Baker, in a press release issued
Tuesday, criticized Mr. Lance for his
vote in support of the cap-and-trade
bill last summer.

“It took Lance less than six months
as a member of Congress to pile more
debt on his constituents by voting for
the cap-and-trade bill. This bill will
be one of the most punitive and costly
tax hikes in U.S. history,” Mr. Baker
said.

The congressman said he would no
longer support the bill because Presi-
dent Barack Obama has been unable
to get China and India to support cap-
and-trade.

“We cannot engage in this alone,”
Mr. Lance said. “We need an energy

strategy in this country,” to include
alternative energy sources such as
clean nuclear energy, clean coal as
well as wind and solar power, he said.

Mr. Potosnak ripped Mr. Lance for
his vote against the healthcare bill in
Congress. “I am hopeful that Leonard
Lance did not intend for insurance
companies to rake in these record
profits when he voted against the
healthcare bill,” Mr. Potosnak stated.
“However, he has not introduced one
piece of legislation in Congress to
stop the excess of insurance compa-
nies, Wall Street and big bankers after
taxpayers bailed them out while tak-
ing in tens of thousands of special-
interest campaign contributions.”

Rep. Lance said it is not that he and
other Republicans are against
healthcare reform, “but the question
is what kind of healthcare reform.”
He is opposed to a federal govern-
ment takeover of the nation’s
healthcare system. Mr. Lance said the
House Republican plan, of which he
is a sponsor, includes medical mal-
practice insurance reform, the pur-
chase of insurance policies across state
lines, and the non-denial of health
insurance due to pre-existing condi-
tions.

Among the supporters turning out
for Mr. Lance’s campaign kickoff was
former Rep. Mike Ferguson. “When
it comes to the taxpayers of New
Jersey we could have no better cham-
pion in Washington, D.C. than
Leonard Lance,” Mr. Ferguson said.
He also said Mr. Lance has “done an
extraordinary job of building a repu-
tation of someone who listens, as
someone who is connected to the
people of our district.”


