
While Westfield is not immune to economic challenges, Downtown Westfield 
continues to be an attractive place to open and maintain a business. There have 
been many business openings and even expansions of commercial space during 
the recession. Xocolatz, The Farmhouse Store, Sole Fine Italian Shoes, and
Westfield Sleep Center are notable examples of expansions and reinvestment,
while the Rialto Theatre re-opened after adding digital 3D screens, refurbished
restrooms and concessions.

The Economic Development Committee focuses its attention on attracting and 
retaining businesses and providing market and demographic data to prospective 
new businesses. 

The committee achieves this by providing information about operating a business 
in Westfield, and by conducting surveys and studies on issues such as parking, 
shopper preferences, vacancy data and rates as well as tenant mix in the district. 
The DWC works with downtown property owners to achieve their objectives.

Main Street New Jersey requires that periodic reporting be completed for 
Westfield's downtown. Since 2001, over $70 million of private investment has 
occurred downtown — a testament to the strength of our downtown as an 
attractive place to live, work and visit.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Strengthening the district’s economic base

Significant re-investment has occurred in
downtown. Some recent examples on E. Broad
Street include the historic Rialto Theatre, Sole
Fine Italian Shoes and The Farmhouse Store. 

Westfield’s crown jewel, the Rialto Theatre
(above), celebrated its 75th anniversary with a
grand re-opening. A major renovation occurred
including conversion to digital 3D technology.

Sole (owner Anna Mastroianni pictured far left)
and The Farmhouse Store (owner Ed Menapace
pictured right) are two of several businesses
who successfully expanded and relocated within
the district during the recent economic
downturn.

The Downtown Westfield Corporation is solely funded by more than 200 property owners in 
a designated district and is governed by a seven member Board of Directors. It has numerous
volunteers on the Design, Economic Development, Promotions and Organization committees.
Due to our revitalization success, Westfield won the 2004 Great American Main Street Award.
Current Board Members include: Dominick Verdic, Chair; Alan DeRose, Vice-Chair; Lee M.
Hale, Treasurer; Lisa Bertone-Marvin, Secretary; Diane Barabas, Jaime Chaves, Frank Arena,
Town Council Liaison; and Jim Gildea, Town Administrator. Contact us to volunteer!

ORGANIZATION
Creating a shared vision

Visit us online at
WestfieldToday.com

for the latest
news, events,

happenings and
volunteer

opportunities!

“Every dollar a community uses to support its local Main Street program leverages an
average of $25 in new investment, making the Main Street program one of the most
successful economic development strategies in America.”
National Trust for Historic Preservation National Main Street Center


