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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

BRADY DEFEATS TROUTMAN, MARKOVITCH TECHS

Ravenous Cougar Wrestlers
Feast on N. P. Pioneers, 53-9

MILLER SINKS 20 PTS.; WEBB NETS 13 PTS., 8 ASSISTS

Athletic Ram Hoopsters Butt
Cranford Lady Cougars, 60-48

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control of the offensive boards, a
multitude of steals and the red-hot
shooting of senior guard Jakota
Duggans pushed the Roselle High
School Rams girls basketball team
past the hosting Cranford Cougars,
60-48, on February 5.

Duggans pumped in 17 of her game-
high 25 points in the first half, includ-
ing all three of her 3-pointers, to steer
the 15-4 Rams to a 32-24 lead at the
break. With 2:06 left in the third quar-
ter, she sank her 21st point, which
gave her 1,000 points for her varsity
career.

“She’s very good! That’s what hurt
us the first time we played them.

They were wide open for threes, and
when they are wide open, you give
them a second of being open, they are

going to hit them,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Huber said. “It doesn’t
surprise me when she shoots them
they go in.”

Sophomore guard Morgan Miller
led the 11-4 Cougars with 20 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers. Miller,
who also had two assists and four
rebounds, was especially on the mark
in the second quarter when she bagged
a 3-pointer and three, 2-pointers.

Senior point guard Jamie Webb’s
biggest contributions came in the way
of assists and rebounds. Webb dished
out eight assists, mostly to Miller and
Jess McCoy (6 points, 3 assists), and
grabbed eight rebounds, but she also
scored 13 points, including a 3-
pointer, and added two blocks and a

steal.
“That’s another thing we have been

practicing on, because we struggle a

little bit getting the ball inside. So we
are concentrating more on making
ourselves an inside team as well,”
coach Huber noted.

But the real Cougar killers came
from the Rams’ ability to grab the
offensive rebounds, allowing them to
take three to four shots at a clip.

“We missed a lot of boxing out
today, and that’s something that we
struggled with throughout the sea-
son. Right now, it’s been a big prob-
lem for us, so it’s something we are
going to concentrate on in practice,”
coach Huber said. “There is a differ-
ence for going for the rebound and
then boxing out. We need to under-
stand that in boxing out, you are get-
ting low, and you are putting your

butt in their gut. Pushing them out of
the way, not just reaching for the ball!
Because if you are just reaching for it,
they will out-jump you and they are
going to get it, and they did.”

“They had two losses before they
got here, so they all came out fired up.
They wanted it more than we did,”
Webb said.

Throughout the game, the Rams’
defensive strategy was to cling very
close to the Cougars, which resulted
in a multitude of steals, several which
led to lay-ups. Ram guard Bianca
Partlow was responsible for the ma-
jority of those teals.

“That is how they play defense.
They are right on top of you. They

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Boasting a 10-1 record and a third
seed for the upcoming Group 1 sec-
tional tournament, the New Provi-
dence Pioneers were still quite aware
that everything had to go their way if
they wanted to pull off an upset of the
Cranford High School wrestling team
on Senior Night in Cranford on Feb-
ruary 3. Instead, the ravenous Cougar
matmen feasted on the Pioneers, rip-
ping off 12 victories in the 14 weight
classes to seize a 53-9 win.

Although the nibbling began in the
145 lb class with Cougar Eric Knight
notching a double-leg takedown and
a pair of tilts to claim a 6-2 decision
over Dan Umana, the biggest feasting
came in the heavyweight class. Cou-
gar Joe Brady had a score to settle
with Zach Troutman, who pulled off
a shocking, four-overtime, tiebreaker
upset of him for the Union County

Tournament (UCT) title.
“It woke me up,” said Brady, who

was ranked seventh in the state prior
to that bout. “It put a little fire in my
belly for the season. The same thing
happened last year, when I lost (in the
NJSIAA tournament). I kept practic-
ing and thinking about it. I was like a
madman in the room.”

In the UCT, Brady, known for his
furious double-leg tackle takedown,
had no luck getting under the cau-
tious Troutman, so a new strategy
was needed. Brady kept jostling
Troutman from side to side to throw
him out of his stance. Trailing 1-0
entering the third period, Brady es-
caped and followed with a semi throw-
by takedown. Troutman escaped but
Brady added an alert spin-behind
takedown then let Troutman escape

with seconds remaining to grab a 5-3
victory.

“It was going out there and wres-
tling my match. I knew I couldn’t tie
up with him, because that’s how he
got me in the county finals. He stalled
his way through it,” Brady said. “I
said [to myself], ‘live in the moment!
Being our last [home] match! Big
crowd! Get pumped up and get it
going!’ I kept taking more shots. Kept
working, kept going, and it worked
out. I am back in the chase for re-
gions. Hopefully, I will get ranked
again.”

“We changed the strategy, because
we knew last time he was just hang-
ing on him and stalling. That was part
of the strategy, was taking him out of
his stance,” Cougar Head Coach
Darren Torsone explained. “He’s got
good balance and a good stance, so
we had to take him out of that and
score.”

Brady’s road to get back in the top-
eight ranking, however, would be a
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TOWARD THE BASKET…Cranford Cougar tri-captain Taylor D’Antico, No. 23, gets around a Ram defender
and drives toward the basket. D’Antico scored four points, including a 3-pointer.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A SCORE TO SETTLE…Cranford Cougar heavyweight Joe Brady, right, works on escaping from Pioneer Zach
Toutman, who upset him in a four-overtime tiebreaker for the Union County crown. Brady got even with a 5-3 victory.
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ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, February 25th, 2010 at Ferraro’s South in Westfield, New Jersey and 
Saturday, February 27th, 2010 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New Jersey. 
Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 3 7   years, and his 
group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 
process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation,
divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 
domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child
related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2010
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2010
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
570 Springfield Ave. 
Summit, New Jersey 07901
908-273-3000
www.grandsummit.com

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

226 North Avenue, West

Westfield, New Jersey

(908) 233-8811

Buy four beads
Get a silver bead

Free

Soles4Souls
TM

is making a real difference by providing  for those in need and you can help!

Donate shoes for a good cause
SHOE DRIVE FEBRUARY 8th - FEBRUARY 26th 2010

Visit the Westfield branch of Capital One Bank®


