
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 11, 2010 Page 11

  

Raider Cagers Shock Blue Devil Boys, 57-54
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

BRADY DEFEATS TROUTMAN, MARKOVITCH TECHS

Ravenous Cougar Wrestlers
Feast on N.P. Pioneers, 53-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Boasting a 10-1 record and a third
seed for the upcoming Group 1 sec-
tional tournament, the New Provi-
dence Pioneers were still quite aware
that everything had to go their way if
they wanted to pull off an upset of the
Cranford High School wrestling team
on Senior Night in Cranford on Feb-
ruary 3. Instead, the ravenous Cougar
matmen feasted on the Pioneers, rip-
ping off 12 victories in the 14 weight
classes to seize a 53-9 win.

Although the nibbling began in the
145-lb class with Cougar Eric Knight
notching a double-leg takedown and
a pair of tilts to claim a 6-2 decision
over Dan Umana, the biggest feasting
came in the heavyweight class. Cou-
gar Joe Brady had a score to settle
with Zach Troutman, who pulled off

a shocking, four-overtime, tiebreaker
upset of him for the Union County
Tournament (UCT) title.

“It woke me up,” said Brady, who
was ranked seventh in the state prior
to that bout. “It put a little fire in my
belly for the season. The same thing
happened last year, when I lost (in the
NJSIAA tournament). I kept practic-

ing and thinking about it. I was like a
madman in the room.”

In the UCT, Brady, known for his
furious double-leg tackle takedown,
had no luck getting under the cautious
Troutman, so a new strategy was
needed. Brady kept jostling Troutman
from side to side to throw him out of
his stance. Trailing 1-0 entering the
third period, Brady escaped and fol-
lowed with a semi throw-by takedown.
Troutman escaped but Brady added an
alert spin-behind takedown then let
Troutman escape with seconds remain-
ing to grab a 5-3 victory.

“It was going out there and wres-
tling my match. I knew I couldn’t tie
up with him, because that’s how he got
me in the county finals. He stalled his
way through it,” Brady said. “I said [to
myself], ‘live in the moment! Being
our last [home] match! Big crowd!

Get pumped up and get it going!’ I kept
taking more shots. Kept working, kept
going, and it worked out. I am back in
the chase for regions. Hopefully, I will
get ranked again.”

“We changed the strategy, because
we knew last time he was just hang-
ing on him and stalling. That was part
of the strategy, was taking him out of

his stance,” Cougar Head Coach
Darren Torsone explained. “He’s got
good balance and a good stance, so
we had to take him out of that and
score.”

Brady’s road to get back in the top-
eight ranking, however, would be a
rough one.

“Saturday [February 6] he has the
West Orange kid [Emil Betancor],
who is ranked third in the state. He is
looking forward to that match, but
this match, in particular, he was look-
ing forward to,” coach Torsone said.

At 152 lbs, Cougar Connor
Londregan scored his second
takedown with five seconds remain-
ing to claim a 4-2 decision over Hans
Dassen, then J.P. Christiano scored a
takedown, a reversal and a penalty
point to beat Max Sidoli, 5-0, to
make the team score, 9-0. Jon

D’Amico got the Pioneers on the
scoreboard when he pinned Chris
Keim with an arm bar, walkover ma-
neuver in 3:08.

A wild and confusing bout came at
189 lbs when Errol Petgrave got a
much-needed two-point cradle
nearfall and squeaked a 6-5 victory

they don’t think the other guys can
score, Patrick sank those threes, got
them right out of it,” coach Doherty
said.

Nelson, who finished with 18 points,
including two 3-pointers, came on
strong in the second and third quarters,
hitting 7 points in each quarter.

“That was his best game of the
year. His senior year is coming to a
close,” coach Doherty said of Nelson.
“Once he hit the first one [3-pointer],
I said, ‘No problem! Once you are
feeling it, take it easy.’ He did a good
job defensively, rebounding and he
hit a couple of jumpers.”

Oliver, who finished with 11 points,
including a 3-pointer, and three re-
bounds, became the primary dish man
with six assists. Raider Matt Jegede
finished with 6 points, seven rebounds
and a blocked shot, and Alfredo Pawid
contributed three rebounds and 2
points.

The 5-12 Raiders concentrated on
harnessing the offensive drive of Blue
Devil junior forward Ryan Hess and
the ominous presence of senior cen-
ter Pat Sabatino. Hess bucketed six of
his 20 points in the first quarter, and
finished with six rebounds, a steal
and four assists. Sabatino pulled seven
boards, scored six of his 14 points in

the fourth quarter, made two blocked
shots and committed an act of theft.
Senior guard Max Fusaro contrib-
uted two points and an assist.

Due to Nelson’s strong shooting,
the Raiders held an 11-4 lead in the
second quarter until Blue Devil Joe
Kasmarsky (5 points) banged a 3-
pointer to make the score 23-21 Raid-
ers at the half. Blue Devil Hugo
Nolasco (2 assists) sank all five of his
points and Kasmarsky hit his second
3-pointer, but the Raiders kept one
step ahead and won the third quarter,
19-17.

Dougher’s third 3-pointer, Nelson’s
jumper and Oliver’s 3-pointer out-
shown Sabatino’s two lay-ups early
in the fourth quarter to stretch the
Raiders’ lead to 50-42. Hess and
Jaraad Rogers (4 assists, 3 rebounds,
5 points) brought the Raiders’ lead
back to four with 3:45 remaining.
With 1:09 remaining, the Blue Devils
had a chance to pinch the Raiders’

lead to two, but Hess missed his short
jumper, the ball was tipped out of
bounds, and the Raiders got posses-
sion. With 2.7 seconds left, Hess hit a
pair of free throws, and the Blue Dev-
ils quickly fouled Dougher, who went
to the line and hit one of two free
throws to end the game.

“We were getting good possessions
every time. When we got the lead, we
didn’t want to come up and pressure
them, so we backed off and let them
run their stuff,” coach Doherty said.
“Down here we wanted to get the ball
into the hands of Chuck and Pat.”

“It was very big for us to get the
threes [3-point shots], because we
have been struggling lately, and to
come out there and start hitting them
was very important,” Dougher said.
“It’s the greatest feeling. The energy.
Everyone in this stadium is pumped
up. We just love this game.”
Westfield 14   7 17 16 54
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 12 11 19 15 57

Rahway Cagers Beat
Raider Boys, 55-48

The Rahway High School boys bas-
ketball team defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 55-48, in the opening show-
down of the John “Butch” Kowal
Games in Rahway on February 6.
Charles Oliver sank 21 points, in-
cluding four 3-pointers, to lead the 5-
13 Raiders.

Raider Pat Dougher bucketed 13
points, including three 3-pointers,
while Matt Jegede and Doran Nelson
each scored 5 points. Jamal LaDuna,
Giovanni Smith and Hakeem
Kornegay each put in 11 points for
the 8-8 Indians.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15   7 15 11 48
Rahway 12   9 17 17 55
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Card. McCarrick Nips
Devil Cagers, 52-50

The Cardinal McCarrick High
School boys basketball team nipped
Westfield, 52-52, when Jeremy Cruz
buried a 3-pointer with seconds re-
maining in overtime at the John
“Butch” Kowal Games in Rahway on
February 6.

Ryan Hess led the 7-9 Blue Devils
with 17 points. Pat Sabatino put up 12
points and Jaraad Rogers sank 10
points. Joe Kasmarsky put in 5 points,
including a 3-pointer. Dana Raynor
had 22 points, including four 3-point-
ers, for Cardinal McCarrick.
C. McCarrick   9 18 14   5 6 52
Westfield   8 13 18   7 4 50

Discover the meaning of "Home Sweet Home" when you enter the front door of this warm 
and inviting four bedroom, two and one half bath Scotch Plains Colonial. Relax in the sun-
filled living room or entertain graciously in the formal dining room with French doors that 
open to a fabulous deck. The updated eat-in kitchen flows into the adjoining family room 
where you’ll be charmed by the wood-burning fireplace and built-ins. The master bedroom  
boasts a private bath and a walk-in closet. Three additional bedrooms, along with the 
main bath provide ample space for all and complete the second floor. Other highlights in-
clude a first floor laundry, basement rec room, sizable deck and a beautiful park-like prop-
erty that is close to town, train, and schools.  Presented for $650,000. 
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803 Cedar Terrace                      Westfield, NJ 
Located in the The Gardens, this Center Hall Colonial charms you with hardwood floors, 
French doors, two staircases, and an endearing laundry chute. The foyer grants entrée to 
the sumptuous living room and the formal dining room. Abundant sunshine warms the of-
fice/den and the family room which opens to the kitchen. Updated, the eat-in kitchen has 
stainless steel appliances, and access to the patio. The master bedroom with updated bath, 
three more bedrooms, and another updated bath welcomes all. The 3rd  floor has two more 
bedrooms and a third full bath. A lovely property and an unsurpassed location enhance the 
allure of this rare treasure. Presented for $1,795,000.  Dir: Hillside to Cedar Terrace

Westfield Office ·600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Public Open House Sunday, February 14th 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THE NEARFALL COUNT…Cranford Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, top, looks at the ref’s fingers to see if he
is going to get a three-point nearfall count on Pioneer Harry Laplanche in the 140-lb bout on February 3. DiGiovanni pinned
Laplanche with a front double grapevine in 4:34.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE…Blue Devil guard Max Fusaro, right, tries to figure out a way to get around
Raider Denzel Clark, No. 20, on February 4.

Patricia O’Connor
• Greater Union County Association of Realtors, Director

• Westfield, Scotch Plains and Cranford Specialist

• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses

• Short Sale, Foreclosure & Seniors Real Estate Specialist

If you are interested in a complimentary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / (908) 654-6560, x 120
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Patricia O’Connor
2009 Top Producer

Invite Patty in, and she’ll bring results!


