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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY 100TH...Scouts from around Westfield marked the 100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America on February
8 with a ceremony in front of Westfield High School that included state and municipal officials. All Cub Scout packs, Boy
Scout troops, Centure Crews and Explorer Posts participated in the ceremomy.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DON’T FORGET THE FLOWERS...Kurt Christoffers, pictured left, of
Christoffers Flowers in Mountainside, prepares floral displays in time for
Valentine’s Day this Sunday, February 14.

S-1 HEARING…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, pictured center, with Wilda
Diaz, mayor of Perth Amboy, and Tom Arnone, mayor of the borough of Neptune
City, testified at the S-1 hearing, last Monday in Trenton in front of the Senate
Economic Growth Committee, which took comments on S-1.

Happy Valentine’s Day

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Area Officials Differ on Support
Of Legislation to Abolish COAH
By PAUL J. PEYTON and
MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Area elected officials have
differing views on whether or not
legislation introduced in Trenton to
abolish the state’s Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) and transfer
most of its powers to the state Plan-
ning Commission is the right ap-
proach. On Tuesday, Governor Chris
Christie signed an executive order
suspending COAH for 90 days while
a special task force of experts deter-
mines whether or not it should con-
tinue to operate.

In the five-page order, the governor
said the procedures established by
COAH have proven to be “exces-
sively complex and unworkable” and
that “new thinking on statewide plan-

ning is necessary due to the failure of
COAH to ensure that all constitu-
tional obligations with respect to the
provisions of affordable housing are
satisfied in a manner that is both fair
and reasonable to the already bur-
dened municipalities of our state.”

COAH was created following the
1975 state Supreme Court ruling in
South Burlington County NAACP vs.
Mount Laurel, which determined that
every municipality has a “constitu-
tional obligation” to provide “a fair
share of its region’s present and pro-
spective needs for housing for low-
and moderate- income families.” State
law defines low income as “house-
holds with a gross household income
equal to 50 percent or less of the
median gross household income” in
the region, with moderate-income

being households with a gross in-
come of “more than 50 but less than
80 percent” of the region.

The legislation before Trenton law-
makers, S-1, states that “the state can
maximize the number of low- and
moderate-income units provided in
New Jersey by allowing its munici-
palities to adopt appropriate phasing
schedules for meeting their fair share
(of affordable housing), so long as
the municipalities permit a timely
achievement of an appropriate fair
share of the regional need for low-
and moderate-income housing as re-
quired by the Mt. Laurel I and II
opinions and other relevant court de-
cisions.”

This bill also forgives unmet hous-
ing needs from prior rounds from
COAH or periods in time before the
effective date of the legislation.

The bill also would end Regional
Contribution Agreements (RCAs),
which permit municipalities to trans-
fer a certain portion of their fair share
housing obligation outside of the
municipal border. The bill says RCAs
are “no longer viable as a permanent
solution to creating affordable hous-
ing in municipalities,” and, instead, a
new program is needed “to foster the
rehabilitation of existing, but sub-
standard, housing.”

The most critical comments have
come from Steve Lonegan, a 2009
Republican gubernatorial candidate
who now heads the New Jersey chap-
ter of Americans for Prosperity. He
said the legislation, sponsored by
Senators Ray Lesniak (D-Union) and
Christopher Bateman (R-Somerville),
“would create an even more powerful
and destructive low-income housing
bureaucracy than currently exists.”

Mr. Lonegan, a former mayor of
Bogota, said the new entity would be
no more than “a hybrid super bureau-
cracy that combines the state Plan-
ning Commission, the Economic
Development Authority, the Home
Mortgage Finance Association and
the Commissioner of the Department
of Community Affairs into a super
bureaucracy that puts COAH on ste-
roids.” Mr. Lonegan favors a consti-
tutional amendment giving voters the
opportunity to overturn the 1975 New
Jersey Supreme Court Mount Laurel
decision.

In response, Senator Lesniak said,
“Lonegan must have slept through
the civil rights movement.”

“He believes municipalities should
be able to segregate themselves from
low- and moderate-income, mostly
minorities in New Jersey, families,”
Mr. Lesniak said.

Mr. Lesniak said his legislation does
not transfer all COAH powers to the
state Planning Commission, but rather
“only gives power to the state Plan-
ning Commission to regulate the
RCAs.” Mr. Lesniak said 115 RCAs
currently under consideration would
be allowed to proceed.

In reviewing the bill, Mr. Lonegan
said the state Planning Commission
would take over the planning and
zoning for the state and would now
have “teeth and power” it currently
does not have. In his opinion, the
commissioner of the Department of
Community Affairs (DCA) would,
through additional powers, become
“the czar of low-income housing.”

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, a
Republican, said lawmakers are “try-
ing to force affordable housing, and it
doesn’t make sense.”

“Is Trenton going to supply us with
money to provide housing? No. They
say ‘do this on your own dime.’ It will
lead to increased property taxes and
more wealthy people moving out of
the state. Then, you’ll have less of a
base to draw taxes from,” Mr.
Skibitsky said.

He said the way to provide better
housing is to improve people’s dis-
posable income, bring more jobs into
the state and lower taxes.

Cranford Mayor Mark Smith said
Cranford is “an example of what can
happen when you don’t have the right
certification from COAH. You end up
in a very uncomfortable situation.”

Mr. Smith said a report recom-
mended that Lehigh Acquisitions
Corp. be awarded a builder’s remedy
to construct 170 units at 555 South
Avenue, more than double the 80
units called for in a 2006 redevelop-
ment plan. The same report recom-
mended approving 419 units at 215
and 235 Birchwood Avenue (356
market-rate units and 63 units of low-
and moderate-income housing).

“My feeling has always been there
has to be a better way of enforcing.
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Garwood Hears RVSA
Billing Changes for Towns

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — It was announced
at Tuesday night’s Garwood Borough
Council meeting that the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
sent a letter to all of the member
towns asking if they are interested in
the RVSA commissioning a study to
review the way it bills municipalities.

Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
explained that the municipalities are
currently billed based on flow rate.
The changes being offered are for
bills based on water usage or bills
based on the number of households.
Also under consideration is continu-
ing to bill based on sewerage flow
rate, but that the sewage would no
longer be tested, which could save
costs on lab fees and manpower, ac-
cording to Mr. Guarriello.

Several members of the governing
body questioned whether or not any
of the options would net real cost
savings to all of the member munici-
palities. Concern was raised that if
the savings would not be across the
board and distributed evenly among
the towns that any measure to change
the billing would likely stall.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy asked the
borough engineer which method would
be the most accurate. Mr. Guarriello
responded that each of the potential
billing methods has its “own problem”
but that billing based on water con-
sumption would be the “fairest way.”

The council agreed to submit ques-
tions to the RVSA regarding how
much savings could be gained before
giving a green light to any study.

In other business, Councilman
Anthony Sytko questioned whether
or not the borough should move for-
ward with their Council On Afford-
able Housing (COAH) application

given that there is pending legislation
to abolish COAH — and Governor
Chris Christie signed an executive
order on Tuesday prohibiting COAH
from taking any action for the next 90
days.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
stated that the application has been
completed and that the borough has
nothing to lose by submitting it to
COAH.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
questioned the council’s approval of
the resignation of police officer
Gennaro Mirabella and a settlement
agreement that was reached in 2009.
Mr. Paterson insinuated that Officer
Mirabella received special consider-
ation by being allowed to “resign in
good standing” because he was a po-
lice officer and because he is the
brother of Union County Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella. He questioned
how the settlement was reached and
if the mayor and council were in-
volved in the negotiations.

Gennaro Mirabella was charged
with two disorderly persons offenses
for allegedly going through the locked
office and desk of the borough’s chief
financial officer and for allegedly tam-
pering with currency to coin chang-
ers at the Garwood Jumbo Wash. The
cases were transferred to the Westfield
Municipal Court, but were ultimately
dropped following his resignation.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
explained that discipline of police
officers is handled by the chief of
police, as required by state statute.
He said that the agreement was nego-
tiated through the police department
and that the mayor and council are
required to ratify any agreement or
resignation. Mr. Renaud also stated
that no township is permitted to sus-
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WNC Exotic-Car Show Approved;
DWC Scraps Plan, Lends Support

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Giving way to the
Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC), the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) said it will forego
its plans for a new-car show and in-
stead lend its support to the WNC.

With the DWC scrapping its ven-
ture and the town council offering its

approval on Tuesday, the WNC will
set in motion the first exotic-car show
in town.

The event will take place at the
northside train station, near the
Verizon store, on Sunday, May 2.
Originally, the WNC had suggested
Sunday, April 18.

WNC Chairperson Mary Withers
said, “The reason that we wanted to

do the exotic-car show is that we felt
it would add to the community, giv-
ing the young people and the commu-
nity a chance to see these high-end
cars that are usually not at these car
shows.”

A more serious reason for the show,
however, she added, is that, “The
Neighborhood Council is in [dire]
financial [condition].”

“What we’re trying to do is develop
programs, but programs cost money,”
Mrs. Withers said. “We’re no longer
funded by the United Fund. We’re
trying to raise money. The only way
we can is by using the facilities the
town has to offer...  As utilities go up,
it’s just not enough money to keep
our organization running. We will be
applying to the United Fund once
again because our programs are be-
coming very [unstable], but that would
take another year or two to become
reality.”

Mrs. Withers has asked her son,
George, to assist. Mr. Withers, who
runs G-Wiz in town, has been able to
procure some of the higher-end ve-
hicles for the event. The exotic-car
show will feature cars ranging from
$100,000 to $200,000. Mr. Withers
envisions having about 50 to 60 ve-
hicles on hand, and he said he would
prefer the northside train station lot
due to the stronger possibility of walk-
up traffic. As Third Ward Council-
man David Haas noted, the sched-
uled sidewalk sale that day “dovetails
nicely” with the car show.

The council also gave its blessing
to Peter McNamara, co-founder of
Liam’s Room, to hold the third an-
nual fundraiser for the organization.

Previously, a kids’ softball tourna-
ment and homerun derby took place
at Tamaques Park; through feedback,
Mr. McNamara said, “Liam’s Room
board [members] determined that a
‘mini-Olympics’ format will broaden
our reach to additional participants,
children and families of all ages.
Events will include a 30-yard dash

WF BOE OKs Anti-Bullying
Policy; Parent Asks to Wait

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) had ap-
proved unanimously on second read-
ing an updated version of its Harass-
ment, Intimidation and Bullying
Policy at Tuesday’s board meeting.

Prior to voting, parent Tom Lorenzo
had asked the board to hold off on
voting on the policy until it could
gather input from the community.

According to Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan, the state of
New Jersey has required school dis-
tricts to update the policy to reflect
certain wording as specified by the
state. The state had hired a consultant
from Rutgers University to conduct a
survey to ultimately come up with a
new policy. “The state was very pre-
scriptive,” she said.

The consultant had reviewed
Westfield’s policy, she said.

Mr. Lorenzo said he talked with a
representative from Rutgers Univer-
sity who told him that the “policy is
really a guideline…it’s a starting
point.”

“I think we need to question it (Ms.
Dolan’s statement that the state re-
quires the policy as it is written, unal-
tered),” he told the board.

Mr. Lorenzo said the state had not
specified a deadline for the district to
pass the policy, giving the board lee-
way to gather input and vote at a later
meeting. Board Vice-President Julia
Walker, acting as president Tuesday
night at the absence of Ginny Leiz,
said the policy had to be updated
annually.

“I commend you all,” Mr. Lorenzo
said, on the attention the board has
given to anti-bullying. But he said,
“We really have to do more.”

“The policy is not where it needs to
be,” he said.

He said he marked up the policy line
by line and said he would go over with
the board those changes he woud like
to see. He noted that parental involve-
ment was not a part of the policy.

He suggested the district survey
the community on the policy, saying
“a lot of districts across the country
have done a bullying survey.”

“I think the point of community
input is a good one,” said board mem-
ber Alice Hunnicutt. She suggested
passing the policy, then gather input
from the community, and then alter
the policy after.

“Policies are always fluid docu-
ments,” she said.

Ms. Dolan said the Rutgers con-
sultant who was hired by the state is
coming to the school district to train
staff on working with students in re-

gards to bullying and at that time she
said the district could follow up on
the wording specifics of the policy.

Before the discussion, Carol
Gerson, a counselor at Edison Inter-
mediate School, spoke before the
board on how counselors work with
students in ant-bullying efforts. Ex-
amples she cited included social skills
building, counseling sessions, con-
flict resolution lessons and assem-
blies for students and parents.

One of those assemblies was held
to discuss cyber bullying on Monday
night at Roosevelt Intermediate
School for parents, which Mr. Lorenzo
had attended, among over 130 par-
ents.

Ms. Gerson said an area for im-
provement was to intervene earlier
than what is happening currently.

Following the policy’s approval,
was the beginning of hearing prelimi-
nary departmental budgets. The Fine
Arts and Athletic departments were
presented.

Fine Arts Director Linda King pre-
sented a 2010-2011 budget for the
Fine Arts Department of $4,285,213,
which represents a 3.23-percent in-
crease over the current school year.
Salary and benefits make up
$3,946,988 of the total budget, and
co-curricular activities, $152,933. She
noted that there were eight positions

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Jeff Gruman for The Westfield Leader
WHITE OUT...Snow blizzard conditions blanket the area Wednesday closing
schools and many businesses.
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POLICE BLOTTER

“A NIGHT FOR DANNY MAGLIONE”
Danny Maglione is a veteran firefighter

with the Westfield Fire Department. He has
recently been diagnosed with cancer. Being

a devoted husband and a loving father of two
children, Danny is the kind of guy that is

always there if you need him. In addition to
his career as a firefighter he is also an

assistant coach for the Piscataway Chiefs
high school football team. This is a chance
for us to give back to a true friend. Please

help support and honor Danny by joining us
for an evening of food, drinks, and laughs.

Door Prizes, 50/50, and Silent Auction.

When: March 27, 2010
Where: Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad St., Westfield NJ
Time: 6:30PM - 11:00PM

Tickets: $50.00
Donations: GOLD-$500; SILVER-$250; BRONZE-$100
Contacts: Mike Sawicki (908) 578-3102

Tony Tiller: (908) 343-9470
Kevin McCormack (908) 370-5817

Sponsored By:
FMBA LOCAL 30

FOX and FOX LLP
TEMPLE EMANU-EL
FALCON PRINTING

Westfield
Tuesday, February 2, a resident of the

800 block of Grandview Avenue reported
the theft of a box containing various
articles of his clothing from the attic
shared by other residents. Two sweaters,
two pairs of shorts and one work-type
jacket, with a total value of $200, were
reported missing.

Tuesday, February 2, Sean Hanley,
42, of Garwood was arrested on out-
standing criminal warrants from Wayne
and Paterson, with bail amounts of $130
and $27, respectively, pursuant to a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 300 block of East
North Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 3, Rose Estella,
39, of Plainfield was arrested at Middlesex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant in the amount of $500. She
was released after posting bail, with a
future court date to be announced.

Thursday, February 4, Glen Clisham,
30, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), described
as less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The arrest was pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on the 1100 block of West
South Avenue. Clisham was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with summonses.

Thursday, February 4, Antonio Lopez,
Jr., 45, of Jersey City was arrested pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop at East South
Avenue and Cacciola Place and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly providing police with a false name
and date of birth. Lopez was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where
he subsequently was arrested on two
outstanding Jersey City warrants, along
with a no-bail Hudson County Sheriff’s
warrant. The Jersey City warrants in-
cluded one criminal warrant in the amount
of $750 and one traffic warrant in the
amount of $204. Bail was not set at that
time for the hindering apprehension
charge. Lopez was held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, February 4, Lillian W. Corsi,
62, of Mountainside was arrested in the
parking lot of the Westfield Municipal
Building on East Broad Street and
charged with driving under the influ-
ence, subsequent to the investigation of a
motor vehicle accident. No injuries were
reported, according to police. Corsi was
released to a responsible individual.

Friday, February 5, Harold Flatau, 43,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) and
possession of CDS, identified as cocaine,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at West
North Avenue and Clark Street. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with sum-
monses to a responsible individual.

Friday, February 5, Dionne Huggins,
42, of Englewood was arrested on mul-
tiple warrants pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at East Broad Street and Cen-
tral Avenue. They included a no-bail
Bergen County Sheriff’s Department
warrant, three outstanding South
Plainfield traffic warrants totaling $1,004
bail,and four outstanding Englewood
traffic warrants totaling $823 bail.
Huggins was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Bergen County
Sheriff’s Department. He was unable to
post bail on the South Plainfield and
Englewood warrants.

Saturday, February 6, a 17-year-old
female Garwood resident was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at Sy-
camore Street and Irving Avenue and
charged with underage possession of al-
cohol and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
turned over to a responsible individual.

Sunday, February 7, Ricardo Bishop,
50, of Irvington was arrested at South
Avenue and Sussex Street on an Irvington
criminal warrant for assault. He was turned
over to the Irvington Police Department on
this warrant, which was issued without
bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 1, Bilal Jones, 19,

of North Plainfield was arrested for sus-
pected possession of marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
when the officer pulled over Jones he
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana.
During a subsequent search, the sus-
pected controlled dangerous substance
was found in the suspect’s jacket pocket.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Tuesday, February 2, Kendall Bartley,
29, of Willingboro was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Wednesday, February 3, the manager
of a Westfield Avenue business reported
that someone fraudulently issued a busi-
ness check to a third party in the amount
of $843. The third party then cashed it.

Wednesday, February 3, an employee
of a Front Street business reported that
someone removed approximately $60
worth of copper wire from the front of
the business.

Wednesday, February 3, a resident of
Greenbrier Lane reported that someone

fraudulently opened a credit card in his
name and charged approximately $2,300
to the account.

Thursday, February 4, the owner of a
Route 22 business reported that the owner
of a competing business has been harass-
ing him by calling him multiple times
and yelling profanity at him.

Friday, February 5, Daniel Martinez,
39, and Ramon Cotto, 41, both of Jersey
City, were arrested and charged with
shoplifting at a Route 22 business. Ac-
cording to police, an officer responded to
the scene after the manager reported the
two men were seen shoplifting. The of-
ficer found the stolen merchandise in the
suspects’ possession and in their vehicle.
They were transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, February 3, Manuel V.

Yupa-Alvarez, 38, of Irvington was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Thursday, February 4, Ruth
Goicochea, 34, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for allegedly driving with a suspended
license. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Thursday, February 4, a commuter
who takes the NJ Transit bus from the
Borough Hall stop on Route 22 reported
that on three separate occasions, un-
known individuals had yelled a racial
slur at him from vehicles while he was
waiting for the bus. According to police,
the victim could not identify the first
vehicle, but the second time the incident
occurred, a white male yelled from a
black pick-up truck, and the third time a
white male described as being of high-
school age yelled from a grey Subaru
with white rocker skirts.

A second individual also came into
police headquarters to report that he was
the target of a similar incident at the
same bus stop on January 28. He said a
black pick-up truck with a roll bar near
where the bed meets the cab pulled onto
the shoulder by the footbridge, and a
white male of high-school age yelled
obscenities and racial slurs at him, au-
thorities reported.

Friday, February 5, Ward V. Seymore,
54, of North Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
on an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $500. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 6, Darrell A.
Turner, 43, of Plainfield was arrested at
the Plainfield Police Department on an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $350.

Saturday, February 6, an officer re-
sponded to a disorderly conduct dispute
in a restaurant parking lot on New Provi-
dence Road. According to police, a resi-
dent of New Providence Road whose
property is adjacent to the parking lot
was annoyed because someone had
plowed the lot and pushed all the snow
and debris against his property, making
it look unsightly. The victim pushed all
the snow and debris back into the park-
ing lot, away from his residence, and
walked across the parking lot to discuss
the incident with someone at the restau-
rant, authorities reported. The chef at the
restaurant came out of the establishment,
and a fight ensued between the victim
and the suspect over the snow and debris,
police reported.

According to police, the victim stated
that during the argument the suspect got
right up in his face and pushed him, with
several other employees having to re-
strain the suspect. The suspect stated that
the victim was yelling and screaming in
his face about the plowing and clenched
his fists, at which time he pushed the
victim to back him up, police said. The
suspect also told police that the incident
was caught on a video surveillance sys-
tem in the parking lot. The victim stated
that he did not want to press charges at
this time, police said.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 3, Diego

Valderrama, 21, of Perth Amboy was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue on an outstanding
warrant out of Perth Amboy. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, February 5, Bruce Gillespie,
40, of East Orange was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
on an outstanding warrant out of Mount
Laurel. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Monday, February 8, Oscar Melendez,
24, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with DWI and possession of
suspected marijuana. The arrest followed
a police investigation into a suspicious
motor vehicle parked with the engine
running at 2:53 a.m. on the 500 block of
North Avenue. According to police,
Melendez was found asleep behind the
wheel. Upon talking to him, the officer
smelled the strong odor of alcohol. He
failed multiple field sobriety tests and
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released to
a responsible adult, police reported.

A Night for Firefighter
Danny Maglione

WESTFIELD  – Temple Emanu-El,
located at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield, will host “A Night for
Firefighter Maglione,” a benefit for
Westfield Firefighter Daniel Maglione,
on Saturday, March 27. Three months
ago, Firefighter Maglione was diagnosed
with Cancer of Unknown Primary (CUP).
CUP is a rare diagnosis that approxi-
mately 2 to 4 percent of cancer patients
face. He currently is undergoing aggres-
sive chemotherapy through Robert Wood
Johnson Hospital.

Westfield FMBA Local 30 is organiz-
ing the event. All proceeds will go toward
Firefighter Maglione and his family to
support their battle with the disease.
Firefighter Maglione is a devoted hus-
band and father of two daughters, ages 13
and 11. He is and always has been a
dedicated member of the community.

He worked two years as a Westfield
police dispatcher, and he also served as a
Westfield Auxiliary Police Officer, as
well as a member of the Westfield Rescue
Squad. In addition, he has provided 11
years of service as a member of the
Westfield Fire Department. Firefighter
Maglione also has volunteered many years
as a coach of the Piscataway High School
Football team and as a coach to his
daughter’s soccer and softball teams.

Lauren Barr for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE OATH...Douglas Stoffer was sworn in as Garwood’s newest police
sergeant at Tuesday night’s Garwood Borough Council meeting. Mayor Dennis
McCarthy is pictured at right.

pend a police officer without pay
unless the officer is under indictment,
and that a speedy resolution to these
types of matters can save the town
money in pay and legal fees.

Due to the weather conditions over
the past several weeks, Mayor
McCarthy encouraged residents to
sign up for the borough’s reverse
911 system by going to
ucfirstalert.org. He said that text
messages are delivered to residents’
cell phones at no cost to them or the
borough to alert them of emergen-
cies.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW Council

reduced between 2008-2009 and
2009-2010.

Transportation costs remain un-
changed, she said, because the de-
partment “was trying to choose which
competitions to go to.”

The department has also received
donations. The Coalition for the Arts
gave $10,000 in grants this year. The
parents of the Marching Band raised
$29,000 for 154 new marching band
uniforms, as presented by Annmarie
Puleio, a band parent and former BOE
member.

Ed Tranchina, head of the Athletic
Department, presented a budget for
2010-2011 totaling $1,370,127,
which represents an increase of 2.38
percent over the current school year.
Salaries and benefits total $306,366
for a director, trainer and secretary,
while coaching staff totals $711,786.

Bob Berman, secretary to the board,
said the coaches are on a seven-step
salary guide.

Mr. Tranchina said there are 77
coaches and 1,593 athletes, though
some of the athletes are “repeat per-
formers,” with about 500 playing
more than one sport.

Gate receipts revenue totaled
$82,336 for this fall and winter.

Richard Solomon asked how ath-
letics would accommodate a growing
enrollment.

“You need to hire more coaches,”
responded Mr. Tranchina, who said
otherwise it would be unsafe.

During the public comment portion,
Barbara Strauss had asked for an up-
date on the Washington School PTO’s
earlier mention of a gift to install a pea
gravel track at the school. Ms. Hunnicutt
had noted at a January meeting that the
surface had to be wheelchair accessible
because the school is a Designated
Barrier Free school.

Ms. Hunnicutt said she is still work-
ing to find out what surface is appropri-
ate to meet the criteria. “It’s not an easy
yes or no answer,” she said. “It is much
more complicated than I imagined.”

School will be closed for Presi-
dents Day on Monday, February 15
and Tuesday, February 16.

The board’s next public meeting is
on Tuesday, February 23, at 8 p.m.

and a radar-tested baseball throw.”
The foundation’s namesake, Liam

McNamara, died at 1 year and four
months due to complications from
Lissencephaly (Miller-Dieker Syn-
drome). The illness caused his brain
to not develop properly, and all the
functions related to cognitive activity
were profoundly delayed. He died on
March 9, 2007 in Room 680 at Over-
look Hospital, which became known
as “Liam’s Room.”

Liam’s Room wishes to create in-
patient pediatric palliative care rooms
for families whose children are suf-
fering from chronic, potentially life-
limiting conditions. The group’s pur-
pose is to give children and their
families a “feeling of a home away
from home” during their periods of
care.

To raise funds for Liam’s Room,
Mr. McNamara (Liam’s father) an-
nounced the third annual Liam’s
Room Mini-Olympics and Home Run
Derby, scheduled for Saturday, April
10, from noon to 4 p.m. at Westfield’s
Gumbert Park. Some New York Jets
players will attend, and NJ 101.5 will
provide publicity for the event.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said, “What Peter, Lisa
(Liam’s mother) and Trevor (Liam’s
older brother) have done in Liam’s
name is truly remarkable.” He al-
luded to the fact that Liam’s Room’s
impact may one day be felt country-
wide, as hospitals around the United
States seek to emulate the efforts of
the McNamara family. “For such a
short life, he (Liam) had a huge im-
pact,” Mr. Ciarrocca said.

Adding to the point, Mr. McNamara
said, “It wouldn’t be possible without
the Town of Westfield.”

The council also approved, related
to the event, the closing of South
Chestnut Street from Fourth Avenue
to the Garwood border.

Separately, the town approved the
Westfield Baseball League’s request
to hold its opening-day parade on
Saturday, April 17.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
remarked that at least one bid has
arrived in relation to the improve-
ments at Memorial Park; the park
will undergo drainage and ballfield
repairs, as well as the refurbishing of
the tennis courts.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the recreation
commission’s original $1.9-million
“Cadillac” proposal has been pared
down significantly. The final num-
ber, once a favorable bidder has been
chosen, will be funded by prior Rec-

reation Trust Fund grants, and the
matching grants will come from user
fees.

In his Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee report, Chairman Jim
Foerst recommended that the town
take a “wait-and-see approach” on how
to continue complying with the Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)’s
mandate on affordable housing.

Governor Chris Christie has placed
a 90-day moratorium on all things
COAH after legislation was intro-
duced in the New Jersey Senate to
abolish COAH and vest its powers in
the State Planning Commission (see
articles on this page).

In a separate matter, the Code Re-
view Committee has recommended
not selling any town-owned property
and keeping assets “non-liquid.”

“In talking to the chairman of the
Finance Committee, the question was
asked: ‘If we were to divest ourselves
from this property and turn those as-
sets liquid, would we be forced to use
those [funds] as part of the [state]
budget process, which was instituted
by the prior governor, that calls for
capping out at 4 percent and digging
into our piggybank to pay our bills?”
Mr. Foerst asked. “The answer, of
course, is ‘yes.’”

In other business, there were two
additional cell-tower-site requests for
the southside fire station. Prior make-
ups of the town council have decided
against authorizing a cell tower on
that site, and Mr. Foerst said the cur-
rent council’s judgment has not
changed in this matter.

The council went into executive
session to discuss the collective bar-
gaining agreement with the firemen’s
union. In addition, the council was to
discuss a matter concerning the Reeve
House lease.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cranford Faces Potential
$1.8-Million Shortfall

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee continued its budget meetings
this week, and Mayor Mark Smith
said he hopes to receive 2010 state aid
figures by week’s end. At Tuesday’s
township committee meeting, the
mayor said if state aid is static at last
year’s $3.6-million level, it would still
leave a $1.8-million revenue shortfall
that committee members would have
to fill during their meetings that began
February 1 and continued after the
committee’s meeting that evening.

The committee is looking to pare a
proposed 8.4 percent municipal prop-
erty tax increase down below state
tax cap levels as it grapples with ways
to trim the $33.094 million in spend-
ing requests from municipal depart-
ments. Some $23.03 million of the
budget will be financed by property
taxes. The average assessed home in
Cranford of $181,000 would see a
municipal property tax increase of
$195 this year if the budget in its
present form was to be adopted.

“We have a lot of work to do,”
Mayor Smith said. And repeating “a
message I will continually try to get
out,” the mayor pointed out that about
27 percent of the local property tax
bill goes for municipal government
purposes, with 55 percent earmarked
for the board of education and 18
percent going to Union County.

In other business, the committee
adopted three ordinances. One in-
creases conservation center fees to
$65 for the first two vehicles in a
household and $55 for each addi-
tional vehicle. Another ordinance will
place a yield sign at the intersection
of Hampton Street and Berkeley Place
for those traveling west on Hampton
Street.

A third ordinance sets out regula-
tions for trash containers and
dumpsters. Deputy Mayor Martha
Garcia said containers and dumpsters
would need to be covered and would
not be allowed to leak anything into

municipal storm water sewers. Addi-
tionally, any containers located in a
public right-of-way would need to
have light reflectors affixed to them.

Six parking ordinances, affecting
Romore Place, Springfield Avenue,
Centennial Avenue and Lincoln Av-
enue, were introduced and will be
voted on at the committee’s Tuesday,
March 9, meeting.

The committee voted to renew its
animal control contract with Associ-
ated Humane Societies of Newark for
2010.

Mayor Smith appointed Mary
Sudiak to the township’s environmen-
tal commission. He also issued a proc-
lamation declaring February as Boy
Scouts of America Centennial Month.
The Boy Scouts marked their 100th
anniversary on Monday night.

The committee’s next regular meet-
ing will be on Tuesday, February 23.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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SP-F Libraries Seek
$26.5 Mil. for Merger

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — A proposal will
be presented tonight to merge the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood libraries and then
expand the present Scotch Plains library
on Bartle Avenue into a $26.5-million
state-of-the-art facility for both towns.

Tonight’s presentation, at Park Middle
School at 7 p.m., will be the culmination
of a two-year-long feasibility study.

“Together, we’ve had a lot of suc-
cesses that we couldn’t have had on our
own,” said Fanwood Library Director
Dan Weiss, who, with Scotch Plains Li-
brary Director Meg Kolaya, briefed re-
porters earlier this week on the merger
proposal. He said the two libraries are
“the victims of our own success,” while
Mrs. Kolaya noted that more than 200,000
people visited the two libraries last year,
a level she said meant “we’re all tripping
over each other” in what have become
increasingly cramped facilities.

Fanwood’s library, located at the cor-
ner of North Avenue and Tillotson Road,
is nearly 60 years old, while the larger
Scotch Plains facility is nearly four de-
cades old. Mr. Weiss said Scotch Plains
and Fanwood were among only four towns
in Union County that have not made sig-
nificant investments in their libraries in
the past 10 or 15 years.

At tonight’s public meeting, Mr. Weiss
said library officials from both towns “want
to hear what the public has to say” about
the proposal. “Do they like it? Do they not
like it?” There will be a short presentation
followed by an opportunity for residents to
comment and ask questions.

Based on the public reaction, both li-
brary boards will then decide whether to
move forward, with a November referen-
dum in both towns being the next major
step. The ballot question would ask Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents whether
they want to dissolve the two existing
libraries and form a new entity that would
be called the Joint Library of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Both towns would have to
approve the referendum.

Leaving both libraries as is, Mr. Weiss
said, would mean spending an estimated
$10 million over the next decade to main-
tain the aging facilities and to bring their
amenities up to code. He added that ac-
cess to emerging technologies would be
increasingly difficult at both buildings
due to the inadequate infrastructure.

Details of the merger proposal are avail-
able at thejointlibrary.org.
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Marylou Morano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SYSTEM ADMINISTRATORS...Zachary Mongold, pictured left, of Scotch
Plains and Nick Stetin, right, of Fanwood, both fifth grade students, create a
PowerPoint presentation of the solar system at an open house, on January 31,
hosted by St. Bartholomew’s Academy in honor of Catholic School’s week.

Tom  Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY 100TH BOY SCOUTS....Scotch Plains and Fanwood Scouts gathered Monday night to mark the 100th anniversary
of the Boy Scouts of America. David McIntyre, pictured left, cubmaster of Pack 4 and the Master of Ceremony, watches
on during the candlelighting ceremony attended by scouts, scouting alumni, as well as state, county and local officials.

Fanwood Council Discusses
Library Merger, Shared Services

Temple Sholom to Seek
Approval For New Location

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board will con-
sider next month an application by
Temple Sholom for approval of its
plan to construct a new house of wor-
ship at 1925 Lake Avenue.

Based in Plainfield until 2003, the
congregation has been using the fa-
cilities at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church on Martine Avenue. It pur-
chased the five-acre Lake Avenue
property, which is situated in a resi-
dential neighborhood, in 2007. The
temple will seek approval at the
board’s March 8 meeting for condi-
tional use and site plan.

At the board’s meeting on Monday
night, approval was given to Konstruct
Enterprises to convert two existing
lots at 2260 Morse Avenue in two
conforming lots by purchasing 12
feet of an adjoining property. Re-
sponding to a question from acting
chairman, Michael Michalisin, about
why the properties were cleared of all
trees, Konstruct’s president, Dominic
Verdic, told the board that all trees
had been removed because their inte-
riors were “entirely rotted.”

In other business, Mr. Michalisin
formally welcomed the board’s new
attorney, Phil Morin. And the board
approved a revised meeting schedule
for the year, returning to its second
and fourth Mondays format versus

the first and third Mondays schedule
it had followed in 2009.

The board is expected to further
discuss a multi-page letter it received
last month from township resident
Vincent DeLisi expressing concerns
about a home being constructed adja-
cent to the rear of his Cooper Road
property. In April 2008, the board
approved a major subdivision appli-
cation on Cooper Road despite oppo-
sition from Mr. DeLisi, who con-
tended that an approval would make
it difficult for him to subdivide and
develop his own property.

The board gave approval to An-
thony D’Amore to subdivide the rear
portions of the adjoining properties,
at 1240 and 1250 Cooper Road, and
convert those rear lots into two con-
forming lots that would front on an
extension of the Eton Row cul-de-
sac. Mr. D’Amore is presently build-
ing a house on one of the two new
lots.

In his January 22 letter, Mr. DeLisi
complained about excessive mud and
silt runoff from the new home’s con-
struction site onto his property, and
also said that Mr. D’Amore’s removal
of trees and vegetation had “radically
altered the existing terrain.” Mr.
DeLisi questioned whether or not
township zoning and other officials
should have been more alert to these
and other problems as the construc-
tion project moved forward.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr, at Tuesday night’s regular
monthly borough council meeting,
encouraged residents to attend a “very
important community meeting” to-
night on the issue of a potential merger
of the Fanwood and Scotch Plains
libraries.

The meeting, scheduled for 7 p.m.
tonight, Februray 11, at Park Middle
School will be a “community discus-
sion on whether to create a joint li-
brary,” the mayor said.

Currently, the libraries operate
separately, but coordinate on circula-
tion and certain other functions.

Mayor Mahr explained that a grant-
funded feasibility study has been com-
pleted, looking at the options for

merging both municipal libraries into
one “combined, state-of-the-art” fa-
cility.

However, the mayor emphasized
that no decisions have been made on
the issue.

“We are not here at this level to
make any judgment on [the issue],”
said Mayor Mahr regarding tonight’s
meeting, adding that time will be
reserved for questions and answers
from the public. There is also a
website, jointlibrary.org, which will
be updated to provide residents with
relevant information.

Regarding the recent creation of a
municipal purchasing agent position,
the mayor pointed out that it is not a
paid position.

“We have an existing employee
who will be taking on additional re-

sponsibilities with no additional pay,”
said Mayor Mahr.

The purchasing agent position, held
by Planning Board Secretary Pat
Hoynes, will “centralize all purchas-
ing in the borough to get the best
price,” according to the mayor.

Councilman Anthony Parenti said
the borough was able to save about
$2,000 on the recent purchase of a
copier, thanks to the new position.

“The bottom line is, we’re going to
operate a lot more efficiently and
save a lot of money,” the councilman
said.

Mayor Mahr also addressed down-
town redevelopment efforts.

She said the former Sovereign Bank
building on South Avenue “has been
reduced to a pile of rubble” following
demolition this week.

The borough sees this property as
complementary to ongoing efforts to
redevelop the adjacent borough-
owned Livingston-Wilbor site, which
is expected to be demolished within
the next several days.

“Redevelopment efforts are march-
ing on despite the recession,” said
Mayor Mahr. “There are still people
investing millions in Fanwood.”

But, the mayor said, once the prop-
erties are rebuilt and new businesses
hopefully open up, “It’s our responsi-
bility to use them and make sure they
flourish.”

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body opted to amend a
resolution that would authorize an
“amusement license” for the Sun Tav-
ern on South Avenue.

Borough officials said the Sun
Tavern’s previous license allows them
to operate two electronic games; the
new license would allow two addi-
tional games.

Councilman Anthony Parenti’s sug-
gested delaying the resolution pend-
ing review and approval by the police
department to determine “what type
of games” would be added and
whether there is any potential for
gambling.

During the meeting’s public com-
ment portion, Oakwood Court resi-
dent Joe Nagy asked for an update on
the borough’s Shared Services Study.

Mayor Mahr responded that the
borough’s shared services consultant
delivered the report in late-Decem-
ber, as promised, but “it is still in draft
form.”

The mayor said the report is “pretty
substantial,” and “we wanted to go
over it before it’s formally released.”

Mayor Mahr acknowledged that
the review “has taken a little bit
longer” than hoped; however, she
pointed out that a “transition advi-
sory committee” has been formed to
explore the potential for joint police
dispatching services between
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

The mayor said the panel consists
of the two municipalities’ police
chiefs, mayors, administrators and
chief financial officers.

Officials Eye $26.5-Mil. Joint
Facility At Scotch Plains Library

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A proposal
will be presented tonight to merge the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood libraries
and then expand the present Scotch
Plains library on Bartle Avenue into a
$26.5-million state-of-the-art joint
facility that will serve both towns.

Tonight’s presentation, at Park
Middle School at 7 p.m., is the culmi-
nation of a more-than two-year-long
feasibility study on merging the two
library systems, which have under-
taken a number of cooperative efforts
in recent years.

“Together, we’ve had a lot of suc-
cesses that we couldn’t have had on
our own,” said Fanwood Library Di-
rector Dan Weiss, who, with Scotch
Plains Library Director Meg Kolaya,
briefed reporters earlier this week on
the merger proposal. He said the two
libraries are “the victims of our own
success,” while Mrs. Kolaya noted
that more than 200,000 people vis-
ited the two libraries last year, a level
she said meant “we’re all tripping
over each other” in what have be-
come increasingly cramped facilities.

Fanwood’s library, located at the
corner of North Avenue and Tillotson
Road, is nearly 60 years old, while
the larger Scotch Plains facility is
nearly four decades old. Mr. Weiss
said Scotch Plains and Fanwood were
among only four towns in Union
County that have not made signifi-
cant investments in their libraries in

the past 10 or 15 years.
At tonight’s public meeting, Mr.

Weiss said library officials from both
towns “want to hear what the public
has to say” about the proposal; “Do
they like it? Do they not like it?” There
will be a PowerPoint-presentation fol-
lowed by an opportunity for residents
to offer comments and ask questions.

Based on the public reaction, both
library boards of trustees will then
decide whether or not to move for-
ward, with a November referendum
in both towns being the next major
step. The ballot question would ask
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents
whether or not they want to dissolve
the two existing libraries and form a
new entity that would be called the
Joint Library of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Both towns would have to
approve the referendum for the pro-
cess to move forward.

After considering housing a new
joint library facility either in down-
town Fanwood at the former Dean
Oil site or at the Fanwood municipal
complex on Martine Avenue, it was
agreed that utilizing the present
Scotch Plains site would not only
cost less than the other two options
but also would hopefully allow a new
and expanded facility to serve as a
drawing card for the downtown com-
mercial district. “The structure of the
[existing] building is OK,” Mrs.
Kolaya said.

A conceptual plan was presented
showing the proposed new facility
from both the outside and the inside.
The existing library would remain,
according to the renderings, and a
new multi-story wing would be built
on the site of the existing parking in
front of the library. The new building
would be connected to the existing
library by a lobby at the entry level
and a new basement passage.

The existing library building would
house an expanded area for large and
smaller meetings in the present
children’s room, while the present
adult room would then house an ex-

panded children’s area. In the base-
ment would be room for additional
meeting rooms, as well as a computer
training room, archives room and
other technology support offices. The
newly constructed building would
house two floors of adult and teen
services along with administrative
offices, a business center and a café.
A new parking lot would be located
on the north side of the facility next to
Forest Road.

Mrs. Kolaya said a shared facility
would eliminate the duplication of a
number of services, naming newspa-
per and magazine subscriptions as
one expensive example. She also said
the new building would incorporate
various environmentally friendly
“green” technology that is being in-
cluded in most newly built libraries.

Both Mrs. Kolaya and Mr. Weiss
said funding for the project would be
found from enough outside sources
that Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dents would not have to fund a sig-
nificant amount via property taxes.
They listed several sources that will
be looked into, including the Union
County Improvement Authority, the
state Department of Community Af-
fairs, library construction bonds, fed-
eral funding, grant money and private
donations via a capital campaign —
something both library’s boards of
trustees are committed to doing.

Leaving both libraries as is, Mr.
Weiss said, would mean spending an
estimated $10 million over the next
decade to maintain the aging facili-
ties and to bring their amenities up to
code. He added that access to emerg-
ing technologies would be increas-
ingly difficult at both buildings due to
the inadequate infrastructure.

Details of the merger proposal —
including results from the various
focus groups that were convened, the
feasibility study itself, the concep-
tual plans for the new facility and
questions and answers about the pro-
posal — are available at a new website,
thejointlibrary.org.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

S-1 HEARING…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, pictured center, with Wilda
Diaz, mayor of Perth Amboy, and Tom Arnone, mayor of the borough of Neptune
City, testified at the S-1 hearing, last Monday in Trenton in front of the Senate
Economic Growth Committee, which took comments on S-1.

Officials Differ on Support of
Legislation to Abolish COAH

By PAUL J. PEYTON and
MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Area elected officials have
differing views on whether or not
legislation introduced in Trenton to
abolish the state’s Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) and transfer
most of its powers to the state Plan-
ning Commission is the right ap-
proach. On Tuesday, Governor Chris
Christie signed an executive order
suspending COAH for 90 days while
a special task force of experts deter-
mines whether or not it should con-
tinue to operate.

In the five-page order, the governor
said the procedures established by
COAH have proven to be “exces-
sively complex and unworkable” and
that “new thinking on statewide plan-
ning is necessary due to the failure of
COAH to ensure that all constitu-
tional obligations with respect to the
provisions of affordable housing are
satisfied in a manner that is both fair
and reasonable to the already bur-
dened municipalities of our state.”

COAH was created following the
1975 state Supreme Court ruling in
South Burlington County NAACP vs.
Mount Laurel, which determined that
every municipality has a “constitu-
tional obligation” to provide “a fair
share of its region’s present and pro-
spective needs for housing for low-
and moderate- income families.” State
law defines low income as “house-
holds with a gross household income
equal to 50 percent or less of the
median gross household income” in
the region, with moderate-income
being households with a gross in-
come of “more than 50 but less than
80 percent” of the region.

The legislation before Trenton
lawmakers, S-1, states that “the state

can maximize the number of low- and
moderate-income units provided in
New Jersey by allowing its munici-
palities to adopt appropriate phasing
schedules for meeting their fair share
(of affordable housing), so long as
the municipalities permit a timely
achievement of an appropriate fair
share of the regional need for low-
and moderate-income housing as re-
quired by the Mt. Laurel I and II
opinions and other relevant court de-
cisions.”

This bill also forgives unmet hous-
ing needs from prior rounds from
COAH or periods in time before the
effective date of the legislation.

The bill also would end Regional
Contribution Agreements (RCAs),
which permit municipalities to trans-
fer a certain portion of their fair share
housing obligation outside of the
municipal border. The bill says RCAs
are “no longer viable as a permanent
solution to creating affordable hous-
ing in municipalities,” and, instead, a
new program is needed “to foster the
rehabilitation of existing, but sub-
standard, housing.”

The most critical comments have
come from Steve Lonegan, a 2009
Republican gubernatorial candidate
who now heads the New Jersey chap-
ter of Americans for Prosperity. He
said the legislation, sponsored by
Senators Ray Lesniak (D-Union) and
Christopher Bateman (R-Somerville),
“would create an even more powerful
and destructive low-income housing
bureaucracy than currently exists.”

Mr. Lonegan, a former mayor of
Bogota, said the new entity would be
no more than “a hybrid super bureau-
cracy that combines the state Plan-
ning Commission, the Economic
Development Authority, the Home

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Happy Valentine’s Day

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHITE OUT...This snow plow is hard at work on Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains
during the blizzard on Wednesday. Snow is expected throughout the day.
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POLICE BLOTTER

“A NIGHT FOR DANNY MAGLIONE”
Danny Maglione is a veteran firefighter

with the Westfield Fire Department. He has
recently been diagnosed with cancer. Being

a devoted husband and a loving father of two
children, Danny is the kind of guy that is

always there if you need him. In addition to
his career as a firefighter he is also an

assistant coach for the Piscataway Chiefs
high school football team. This is a chance
for us to give back to a true friend. Please

help support and honor Danny by joining us
for an evening of food, drinks, and laughs.

Door Prizes, 50/50, and Silent Auction.

When: March 27, 2010
Where: Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad St., Westfield NJ
Time: 6:30PM - 11:00PM

Tickets: $50.00
Donations: GOLD-$500; SILVER-$250; BRONZE-$100
Contacts: Mike Sawicki (908) 578-3102

Tony Tiller: (908) 343-9470
Kevin McCormack (908) 370-5817

Sponsored By:
FMBA LOCAL 30

FOX and FOX LLP
TEMPLE EMANU-EL
FALCON PRINTING

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 1, Bilal Jones, 19,

of North Plainfield was arrested for sus-
pected possession of marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
when the officer pulled over Jones he
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana.
During a subsequent search, the suspected
controlled dangerous substance was found
in the suspect’s jacket pocket. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, February 2, Kendall Bartley,
29, of Willingboro was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Wednesday, February 3, the manager
of a Westfield Avenue business reported
that someone fraudulently issued a busi-
ness check to a third party in the amount
of $843. The third party then cashed it.

Wednesday, February 3, an employee
of a Front Street business reported that
someone removed approximately $60
worth of copper wire from the front of the
business.

Wednesday, February 3, a resident of
Greenbrier Lane reported that someone
fraudulently opened a credit card in his
name and charged approximately $2,300
to the account.

Thursday, February 4, the owner of a
Route 22 business reported that the owner
of a competing business has been harass-
ing him by calling him multiple times and
yelling profanity at him.

Friday, February 5, Daniel Martinez,
39, and Ramon Cotto, 41, both of Jersey
City, were arrested and charged with shop-
lifting at a Route 22 business. According
to police, an officer responded to the
scene after the manager reported the two
men were seen shoplifting. The officer
found the stolen merchandise in the sus-
pects’ possession and in their vehicle.
They were transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 3, Diego

Valderrama, 21, of Perth Amboy was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue on an outstanding
warrant out of Perth Amboy. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, February 5, Bruce Gillespie,
40, of East Orange was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
on an outstanding warrant out of Mount
Laurel. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Monday, February 8, Oscar Melendez,
24, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with DWI and possession of sus-
pected marijuana. The arrest followed a
police investigation into a suspicious
motor vehicle parked with the engine
running at 2:53 a.m. on the 500 block of
North Avenue. According to police,
Melendez was found asleep behind the
wheel. Upon talking to him, the officer
smelled the strong odor of alcohol. He
failed multiple field sobriety tests and
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released to a
responsible adult, police reported.

Westfield
Tuesday, February 2, a resident of the

800 block of Grandview Avenue reported
the theft of a box containing various ar-
ticles of his clothing from the attic shared
by other residents. Two sweaters, two
pairs of shorts and one work-type jacket,
with a total value of $200, were reported
missing.

Tuesday, February 2, Sean Hanley, 42,
of Garwood was arrested on outstanding
criminal warrants from Wayne and Pater-
son, with bail amounts of $130 and $27,
respectively, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on the 300 block of East North Av-
enue. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 3, Rose Estella,
39, of Plainfield was arrested at Middlesex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant in the amount of $500. She
was released after posting bail, with a
future court date to be announced.

Thursday, February 4, Glen Clisham,
30, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), described as
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The arrest was pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on the 1100 block of West
South Avenue. Clisham was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with summonses.

Thursday, February 4, Antonio Lopez,
Jr., 45, of Jersey City was arrested pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop at East South
Avenue and Cacciola Place and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly providing police with a false name
and date of birth. Lopez was transported

to Westfield police headquarters, where
he subsequently was arrested on two out-
standing Jersey City warrants, along with
a no-bail Hudson County Sheriff’s war-
rant. The Jersey City warrants included
one criminal warrant in the amount of
$750 and one traffic warrant in the amount
of $204. Bail was not set at that time for
the hindering apprehension charge. Lopez
was held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, February 4, Lillian W. Corsi,
62, of Mountainside was arrested in the
parking lot of the Westfield Municipal
Building on East Broad Street and charged
with driving under the influence, subse-
quent to the investigation of a motor ve-
hicle accident. No injuries were reported,
according to police. Corsi was released to
a responsible individual.

Friday, February 5, Harold Flatau, 43,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) and
possession of CDS, identified as cocaine,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at West
North Avenue and Clark Street. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with sum-
monses to a responsible individual.

Friday, February 5, Dionne Huggins,
42, of Englewood was arrested on mul-
tiple warrants pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at East Broad Street and Central
Avenue. They included a no-bail Bergen
County Sheriff’s Department warrant,
three outstanding South Plainfield traffic
warrants totaling $1,004 bail,and four
outstanding Englewood traffic warrants
totaling $823 bail. Huggins was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Bergen
County Sheriff’s Department. He was
unable to post bail on the South Plainfield
and Englewood warrants.

Saturday, February 6, a 17-year-old
female Garwood resident was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at Sy-
camore Street and Irving Avenue and
charged with underage possession of al-
cohol and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. She was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and turned
over to a responsible individual.

Sunday, February 7, Ricardo Bishop,
50, of Irvington was arrested at South
Avenue and Sussex Street on an Irvington
criminal warrant for assault. He was turned
over to the Irvington Police Department
on this warrant, which was issued without
bail.

Mountainside
Wednesday, February 3, Manuel V.

Yupa-Alvarez, 38, of Irvington was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, February 4, Ruth Goicochea,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Thursday, February 4, a commuter who
takes the NJ Transit bus from the Bor-
ough Hall stop on Route 22 reported that
on three separate occasions, unknown
individuals had yelled a racial slur at him
from vehicles while he was waiting for
the bus. According to police, the victim
could not identify the first vehicle, but the
second time the incident occurred, a white
male yelled from a black pick-up truck,
and the third time a white male described
as being of high-school age yelled from a
grey Subaru with white rocker skirts.

A second individual also came into
police headquarters to report that he was
the target of a similar incident at the same
bus stop on January 28. He said a black
pick-up truck with a roll bar near where
the bed meets the cab pulled onto the
shoulder by the footbridge, and a white
male of high-school age yelled obsceni-
ties and racial slurs at him, authorities
reported.

Friday, February 5, Ward V. Seymore,
54, of North Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
on an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $500. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 6, Darrell A. Turner,
43, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department on an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside in
the amount of $350.

Saturday, February 6, an officer re-
sponded to a disorderly conduct dispute
in a restaurant parking lot on New Provi-
dence Road. According to police, a resi-
dent of New Providence Road whose
property is adjacent to the parking lot
was annoyed because someone had
plowed the lot and pushed all the snow
and debris against his property, making
it look unsightly. The victim pushed all
the snow and debris back into the park-
ing lot, away from his residence, and
walked across the parking lot to discuss
the incident with someone at the restau-
rant, authorities reported. The chef at the
restaurant came out of the establish-
ment, and a fight ensued between the
victim and the suspect over the snow and
debris, police reported.

According to police, the victim stated
that during the argument the suspect got
right up in his face and pushed him, with
several other employees having to re-
strain the suspect. The suspect stated that
the victim was yelling and screaming in
his face about the plowing and clenched
his fists, at which time he pushed the
victim to back him up, police said. The
suspect also told police that the incident
was caught on a video surveillance sys-
tem in the parking lot. The victim stated
that he did not want to press charges at
this time, police said.

Mr. Nagy also asked about the role
of the Citizens’ Budget Committee in
the development of this year’s mu-
nicipal spending plan.

Mayor Mahr said she is talking
with the borough’s chief financial
officer “about how best to utilize” the
committee members this year, add-
ing that she would like to “feed them
some of the shared services stuff.”

The mayor noted that since the
borough only has local “control” over
20 percent of the budget, shared ser-
vices may offer the best potential for
cost-savings.

The mayor also said the governing
body has already started special bud-
get meetings and will continue until
the introduction of the new budget
this spring.

“We encourage [the public] to get
educated about the [budget items]
over which we have control,” she
said.

Mayor Mahr also spoke about the
recent change in leadership at the
borough’s police department; former
Chief Donald Domanoski retired at
the end of last year.

The mayor said she and the new
chief, Richard Trigo, will hold an
“open house” at borough hall during
business hours and remain open until
8 p.m. on Thursday, February 25, “as
part of the open-door policy that
[Chief Trigo] wants to institute.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Lauren Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE OATH...Douglas Stoffer is sworn in as Garwood’s newest police sergeant at
Tuesday night’s council meeting. Mayor Dennis McCarthy is pictured at right.

Mortgage Finance Association and
the Commissioner of the Department
of Community Affairs into a super
bureaucracy that puts COAH on ste-
roids.” Mr. Lonegan favors a consti-
tutional amendment giving voters the
opportunity to overturn the 1975 New
Jersey Supreme Court Mount Laurel
decision.

In response, Senator Lesniak said,
“Lonegan must have slept through
the civil rights movement.”

“He believes municipalities should
be able to segregate themselves from
low- and moderate-income families,
[which are] mostly minorities in New
Jersey,” Mr. Lesniak said.

Mr. Lesniak said his legislation does
not transfer all COAH powers to the
state Planning Commission, but rather
“only gives power to the state Plan-
ning Commission to regulate the
RCAs.” Mr. Lesniak said 115 RCAs
currently under consideration would
be allowed to proceed.

In reviewing the bill, Mr. Lonegan
said the state Planning Commission
would take over the planning and
zoning for the state and would now
have “teeth and power” it currently
does not have. In his opinion, the
commissioner of the Department of
Community Affairs (DCA) would,
through additional powers, become
“the czar of low-income housing.”

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, a
Republican, said lawmakers are “try-
ing to force affordable housing, and it
doesn’t make sense.”

“Is Trenton going to supply us with
money to provide housing? No. They
say ‘do this on your own dime.’ It will
lead to increased property taxes and
more wealthy people moving out of
the state. Then, you’ll have less of a
base to draw taxes from,” Mr.
Skibitsky said.

He said the way to provide better
housing is to improve people’s dis-
posable income, bring more jobs into
the state and lower taxes.

Cranford Mayor Mark Smith said
Cranford is “an example of what can
happen when you don’t have the right
certification from COAH. You end up
in a very uncomfortable situation.”

Mr. Smith said a report recom-
mended that Lehigh Acquisitions
Corp. be awarded a builder’s remedy
to construct 170 units at 555 South
Avenue, more than double the 80
units called for in a 2006 redevelop-
ment plan. The same report recom-
mended approving 419 units at 215
and 235 Birchwood Avenue (356
market-rate units and 63 units of low-
and moderate-income housing).

“My feeling has always been there
has to be a better way of enforcing.
I’ve always had a problem with the
[builder’s remedy] as an enforcement
mechanism. It’s a ruse for a devel-
oper to basically ask for a develop-
ment that otherwise [would not be
permissible],” Mayor Smith said.

He described the legislation as “a
dagger pointed at the heart of a mu-
nicipality that doesn’t actually con-
form to the regulations.”
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COAH Debate
“[The legislation] still basically

leaves the hammer in the hands of the
developer, which I don’t think any
municipality takes comfort in… It
just seems to me that there’s a better
way than letting a developer enforce
your law [through builders remedy
lawsuits],” Mayor Smith said.

Springfield Mayor Ziad Andrew
Shehady, a Republican, said he is in
support of the Lesniak-Bateman bill.

“I am glad the state Legislature is
finally realizing the burden of COAH
on municipalities and the state bud-
get,” Mayor Shehady said. “The cur-
rent affordable housing laws are bro-
ken and we need reform… S-1 is a
welcomed step in the right direction.”

In testimony before the Senate Eco-
nomic Growth Committee on February
1, Democratic Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr said she supports the bill,
noting, “The state should be prevented
from calculating prospective need for
affordable housing, which has been
passed on to local governments.”

“I believe the time is now to do the
right thing for towns and cities
throughout New Jersey [by bringing]
about manageable smart growth with
an eye towards providing a variety of
housing options,” Mayor Mahr said.

Also supporting the legislation is
the New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties (NJLOM). “To us, the key issue is
the formulation of the criteria for de-
termining whether a municipality has
complied with their obligations under
the Fair Housing Act,” according to
NJLOM’s testimony. The league said
it is looking for “a simple solution to
affordable housing issues and lessen-
ing the cost of compliance.”

GOP State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times he fa-
vors having the state intervene in some
Mount Laurel affordable housing cases
brought by builders that are currently
pending in the state courts by bringing
these cases before the New Jersey
Supreme Court.

“This (Lesniak-Bateman bill) is not
the answer,” Mr. Bramnick said. “We
have to get back to the drawing board
and the courts.”

GOP Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (LD-21, Summit) said she
also favors turning the affordable
housing issue back over to the courts.

“COAH is so unpopular. It is such
a huge bureaucracy,” Mrs. Munoz
said. “But the last thing I think we
need is another commission.”

Help Danny Maglione
WESTFIELD  – Temple Emanu-El  in

Westfield will host “A Night for
Firefighter Maglione,” a benefit for
Westfield Firefighter Daniel Maglione,
on Saturday, March 27. Three months
ago, Firefighter Maglione was diagnosed
with cancer. He currently is undergoing
aggressive chemotherapy.

Westfield FMBA Local 30 is organiz-
ing the event. All proceeds will go to Mr.
Maglione and his family. He is a devoted
husband and father of two daughters,
ages 13 and 11.

He worked as a Westfield police dis-
patcher, auxiliary officer, on the rescue
squad and 11 years with the fire depart-
ment. Mr. Maglione also has volunteered
many years as a coach of the Piscataway
High School Football team and for his
daughter’s soccer and softball teams.

Garwood Council Hears RVSA Billing
Changes Proposed for Area Towns

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — It was announced at
Tuesday night’s Garwood Borough Coun-
cil meeting that the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) sent a letter to
all of the member towns asking if they are
interested in a study to review the way it
bills municipalities.

Borough Engineer Don Guarriello said
that municipalities are currently billed
based on flow rate. The changes being
offered are for bills based on water usage
or bills based on the number of house-
holds. Also under consideration is con-
tinuing to bill based on sewerage flow
rate, but that the sewage would no longer
be tested, which could save costs on lab
fees and manpower.

Several members of the governing body
questioned whether or not any of the
options would net real cost savings to all
of the member municipalities.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy asked the
borough engineer which method would
be the most accurate. Mr. Guarriello re-
sponded that each of the potential billing
methods has its “own problem,” but that
billing based on water consumption would
be the “fairest way.”

The council agreed to submit questions
to the RVSA regarding how much sav-
ings could be gained before giving a green
light to any study.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned the council’s approval of the resigna-
tion of police officer Gennaro Mirabella
and a settlement agreement that was reached
in 2009. Mr. Paterson insinuated that Mr.
Mirabella received special consideration

by being allowed to “resign in good stand-
ing” because he was a police officer and
because he is the brother of Union County
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella.

Mr. Mirabella was charged with two
disorderly persons offenses for allegedly
going through the locked office and desk
of the borough’s chief financial officer
and for allegedly tampering with cur-
rency coin changers at the Garwood Jumbo
Wash. The cases were transferred to the
Westfield Municipal Court, but were ul-
timately dropped following his resigna-
tion.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud ex-
plained that discipline of police officers is
handled by the chief of police, as required
by state statute. He said that the agreement
was negotiated through the police depart-
ment and that the mayor and council are
required to ratify any agreement or resig-
nation. Mr. Renaud also stated that no
township is permitted to suspend a police
officer without pay unless the officer is
under indictment, and that a speedy resolu-
tion to these types of matters can save the
town money in pay and legal fees.

Cranford Is Looking
At $1.8-Mil. Shortfall
CRANFORD – Cranford Mayor Mark

Smith said he hopes to receive 2010 state
aid figures by week’s end. At Tuesday’s
township committee meeting, the mayor
said if state aid is static at last year’s $3.6-
million level, it would still leave a $1.8-
million revenue shortfall that committee
members would have to fill during their
upcoming meetings.
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Board of Ed. Candidates
Filing Deadline is March 1

AREA – The deadline for filing
for seats on local board of educa-
tions (BOE) for the Tuesday, April
20, School Election is 4 p.m. on
Monday, March 1.

Residents interested in becoming a
candidate can obtain petitions at their
board secretary’s office as follows:
302 Elm Street in Westfield; Scotch
Plains-Fanwood BOE offices at Ev-
ergreen School, located at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street;
Mountainside board offices at
Beechwood School, located at 1497
Woodacres Drive, and Garwood BOE
offices at 500 East Street.

BOE members are volunteers who
are elected by the public during the
annual school election. The term for
an elected board member is three
years.

Prospective school board candi-
dates can obtain a School Board Can-
didate Kit at their board offices. The
School Board Candidacy Kit includes
information about legal qualifications

for school board candidacy, campaign
procedures, and the role of the school
board member. Information about the
New Jersey School Ethics Act, impor-
tant dates in the school election pro-
cess, and briefing sessions for school
board candidates are also included in
the kit.

In Westfield, the terms of current
BOE President Ginny Leiz, Vice-Presi-
dent Julia Walker and board memebr
Richard Solomon are expiring.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the seats
of Nancy Bauer and David Gorbunoff,
Scotch Plains representatives; and Rob
O’Connor and Amy Winkler,
Fanwood representatives, are up for
election. Ms. Winkler’s seat is for the
remaining year on an unexpired term
of Sasha Slocum.

The seats of Garwood BOE incum-
bents, Sandro Villaraut, John Sullivan
and Lisa Marano expire this year,
while Gene Nagel, Raymond Haggar
Carmine Venes are up for re-election
in Mountainside.

SP Police Look to Cut
Mid-Day Crossing Guards

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Residents
and parents of school-age children
will get an opportunity at next
Tuesday’s township council meeting
to weigh in on a proposal to eliminate
mid-day crossing guards in the vicin-
ity of five schools in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney
briefed the council at its conference
meeting last week, saying the reduc-
tion was a “cost-saving measure” that
will eliminate eight crossing guard
posts during the mid-day period. The
elimination of the mid-day postings,
which are typically 90-minute shifts
centered around the noon hour, is
expected to save the township about
$44,000 annually. He emphasized that
the reduction in force only affects
mid-day hours during normal school
days, and said there will continue to
be a full complement of crossing
guards at their posts whenever schools
have an early dismissal at mid-day.

He said the police department, in
studying the idea during the past year,
concluded that “the volume [of pe-
destrian traffic] is not there” at that
time of day, and added that any stu-
dents who would leave school to go
home for lunch do not walk home on
their own and are usually picked up or
accompanied by a parent.

Chief Mahoney told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that five of
the posts slated for mid-day elimina-
tion are in the vicinity of Evergreen
School, one is on East Second Street
near Willow Avenue in the area of
School One, another is on Park Av-
enue in front of Park Middle School
and the eighth post is on Terrill Road
near Kevin Road in the vicinity of
Terrill Middle School and Coles
School.

Police officials have met with Su-
perintendent Margaret Hayes and the
PTAs of the schools to discuss the
proposal, which is set to take effect
on March 1. Mayor Nancy Malool
promised to allow residents and par-
ents to comment on the proposal at
the council’s February 16 meeting.
And Township Manager Christopher
Marion said he is available to speak
with any residents with questions or

concerns.
In other business, the council is

expected to soon finalize the details
of this year’s sewer utility billing,
including the particulars of how resi-
dents will be charged for their actual
usage of water versus the flat fee that
homeowners paid in 2009. Mr. Marion
told the council last week that town-
ship officials are waiting on data from
New Jersey American Water Co. be-
fore the details of the residential bill-
ing can be settled upon.

The council may also discuss the
possibility of multiple billing due
dates, either twice a year or every
quarter, as has been requested by some
bill payers, and whether or not it will
be possible for commercial businesses
to be apprised of their bills in advance
of the actual payment due date so
they can better plan for the year.

Lance Town Hall
Moved to Feb. 20

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has resched-
uled a Town Hall Meeting with con-
stituents to Saturday, February 20, at
Raritan Valley Community College
in Branchburg due to last Saturday’s
snow storm.

The meeting will begin at 11 a.m.
in the Edward Nash Theatre on cam-
pus, located at 18 Lamington Road.
Directions are available at
raritanval.edu/about/directions.html.
Call (908) 788-6900 for assistance.

Christie to Speak to
Legislature on Deficit
Governor Chris Christie will address

a special joint session of the Legislature
today,  February 11, regarding the state's
current year budget deficit.
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HAITI RELIEF…The Union Catholic High School Student Council hosted a
dress-down day fundraiser on January 29, raising $5,327 for the relief efforts in
Haiti. All funds collected have been directed to the Sisters of Mercy Aid Services
in Haiti and Catholic Relief Services through the Sisters of St. Joseph. An
additional fundraiser, sponsored by the French Club, was held on February 4 to
benefit Habitat for Humanity International/Haitian Relief Effort. Pictured, left
to right, are members of the Student Council Executive Board: Nick Malapit,
Jamie Ciocon and Gerianna Pinto.

Bd. Rejects Added Bedroom
In Southwick Village Unit

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Concerned
about setting a precedent that could
conceivably lead to numerous simi-
lar applications from owners at the
Southwick Village condominium de-
velopment, the zoning board of ad-
justment last Thursday denied a re-
quest by a condominium owner to
create a third bedroom in his unit by
splitting in half an existing bedroom.

Candido Rodriguez of 29 Yarmouth
Village told the board, at his initial
hearing in October, he needed the
additional bedroom because he had
recently gained custody of his two
children from a previous marriage,
who are living with him and his wife
and their own two children. At the
board’s earlier request, Mr. Rodriguez
had furnished a letter from the
Southwick Village condominium
board stating its acceptance of his
plan.

Board member Chris Abeel, how-
ever, immediately raised a concern
about others at Southwick Village
wanting to do as Mr. Rodriguez.

“I almost can see 300 more appli-
cations coming in with people want-
ing to make a two-bedroom into a
three-bedroom,” he said. That, he
said, would present density issues.

“One [applicant] is not tipping the
scale on density, but if it’s a hundred,
then we are,” Mr. Abeel said.

Mr. Abeel also said he was con-
cerned with the criteria under which
the board could grant relief, i.e., a
variance, for “hardship,” noting that
the hardship in the Rodriguez appli-

cation is not attached to the property
itself but to the people living at the
property. The board usually looks at
hardships related to a property, such
as when it grants variances for rear
yard decks that are close to property
lines. Board member Brian Doyle
agreed, saying, “There are no physi-
cal problems with the property.”

Board Attorney Vince Loughlin
said Southwick Village had originally
been approved as a planned, adults-
only community of 294 units, all with
two bedrooms. Mr. Abeel agreed, but
noted that once the adults-only de-
scription was dropped in more recent
years, property values, and the child
population, both rose.

Board member Susan Dinan, a real
estate professional, said the newly cre-
ated bedroom would not have a closet,
meaning that from a realtor’s point-of-
view, the unit would be considered as a
two-bedroom unit with a den.

Her colleague Jim Pate asked, “What
benefit comes from an approval” of the
application? “How does it advance the
township’s master plan?”

Near the end of the hearing that
lasted more than an hour, Mr. Doyle
asked his fellow board members to
put forth any positive benefits that
would come from an approval, a ques-
tion that was met with silence.

Instead, Mr. Doyle said an approval
would be “creating more living space,
more density and more activity.” In
making a motion to deny Mr.
Rodriguez’s application, which the
board denied on a 6-0 vote, Mr. Doyle
said a “personal hardship is not grounds
for relief in this situation.”

 Pre-Fund Loan, Fed
Tax Credit Ends Soon
TRENTON -- New Jersey’s pre-

fund program, offered by the New
Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance
Agency (NJHMFA) that grants inter-
est-free loans to assist first-time buy-
ers with closing costs or down pay-
ments, has been extended to compli-
ment the $8,000 federal tax credit
extension. The program  is available
for homes under contract for pur-
chase by April 30, 2010, with clos-
ings by June 30, 2010.

The prefund loan is available to
individuals who meet the require-
ments of the first-time homebuyer
mortgage program and who also
qualify for the homebuyers tax credit.
Eligible households can receive a loan
of up to $5,000. Prefund is now also
extended to households who are not
first-time buyers, but who are buying
a new principal residence in one of 42
Urban Target Areas in the state.

For further information, call (800)
NJHOUSE or go to nj-hmfa.com.

County Plans to Resurface
Roads in WF and SP

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – During the sum-
mer months, Union County roads are
to receive $5.6 million in cosmetic
repairs according to a resolution  con-
sidered by Union County Freehold-
ers last Thursday. Funding will come
from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation and a Force Account
Grant for Traffic Control, Signs and
Markings.

The county entered into an agree-
ment with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation to resurface
12 miles of county roads in Union
County including roads in Westfield
and Scotch Plains, said County Engi-
neer Tom Mineo.

“The roads were predetermined
based on a rating system. We selected
the worst, and also took into consid-
eration the last time the road was
resurfaced – roads on an average are
resurfaced once every 12 years,” Mr.
Mineo said.

Among the list of roads to be resur-
faced in Westfield is Mountain Av-
enue from Mount View Road to East
Broad Street. Terrill Road from King
Street to Raritan Road in Scotch Plains
is also included.

“Towns are notified and then pro-
posed roads are sent to the state for
approval. These are county roads.
Street signs, handicap ramps and

manholes are being upgraded, if nec-
essary. In addition, crosswalks and
street lines are going to be brighter,
safer and easier to read,” Mr. Mineo
added.

Other proposed resurfacing of
county roads locally include Brant
Avenue in Clark from the Garden
State Parkway Exit 135 circle to
Westfield Avenue and Oak Ridge Road
in Clark from Lake Avenue to the
county line.

In other business, Mr. Mineo said
the federal government’s American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act will
open for bidding this spring.

“This is part of the federal stimulus
package endorsed by Congress and
the North Jersey Transportation and
Planning Authority (NJTPA). It’s a
reimbursement account, which means
we spend our money and then get
reimbursed. The area in Scotch Plains
(which is eligible for funding reim-
bursement) is Lamberts Mill to West
Broad – Jacob’s Lane and Martine
Avenue,” Mr. Mineo said.

Information about these projects,
street detours and closures will be
posted on the county’s website at
ucnj.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Major renovations are underway!

Now’s the best time to join the JCC.
New!

New!

New!

New!

Join Now For 

the Lowest 

Available Rates!

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of

Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

226 North Avenue, West

Westfield, New Jersey

(908) 233-8811

Buy four beads
Get a silver bead

Free

Current New Jersey Mortgage Rates
New Jersey’s Oldest Mortgage Banker!

Speak With Us Immediately

1435 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083

908-686-7722

30 Year Fixed to 417K: 4.875% - 4.880% APR

30 Year Fixed to 729K: 5.125% - 5.280% APR

15 Year Fixed to 417K: 4.250% - 4.280% APR

15 Year Fixed to 729K: 4.375% - 4.380% APR

Prices Subject To Change Without Notice

Licensed Mortgage Banker Dept. of Banking

Fixed Rate Mortgages   •   Zero Points

Senators Lesniak and Bateman Introduce S-1
Legislation That Would ‘Abolish’ COAH

By MIKE  POLLACK AND PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – Following a cam-
paign season in which then-candi-
date for governor Chris Christie stated
his intention to “gut” COAH (the
Council on Affordable Housing),
State Senators Raymond Lesniak (D-
20, Union) and Christopher “Kip”
Bateman (R-16, Somerville) have
introduced Senate Bill S-1, which
abolishes COAH and reforms proce-
dures concerning the provision of
affordable housing.

The first sentence of S-1 states that
COAH – which was established by
the “Fair Housing Act” of 1985 – will
be “abolished,” and all of its powers,
functions and duties will be vested in
the state Planning Commission.

The New Jersey Supreme Court,
through its rulings in Mount Laurel 1
(1975) and Mount Laurel 2 (1983),
determined that every municipality
has a constitutional obligation to pro-
vide, through its land use regulations,
a “realistic opportunity” for a “fair
share” of low- and moderate-income
housing.

Low-income housing is reserved
for families with a gross income of 50
percent or less of the median gross
household income within the hous-
ing region. Moderate-income hous-
ing is meant for those who earn a
gross household income of more than
50 but less than 80 percent of the
median income in a region.

Senator Lesniak, speaking with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, said the bill
will help municipalities such as
Westfield and Cranford because there
will be more diverse options avail-
able to provide affordable housing.
Also, the bill will forgive unmet hous-
ing needs from prior years. For ex-
ample, Westfield and Cranford have
obligation figures of 360 and 531
units, respectively.

“We provide a lot of remedies [to
create housing] that don’t exist pres-
ently,” Senator Lesniak said.

S-1 makes it possible for a commu-
nity to achieve part of its “fair share”
by rehabilitating existing, but sub-
standard, housing. In addition, pro-
viding housing for the developmen-
tally disabled, which must be afford-
able to people of low and moderate
income, will be fully permitted and
count towards the fulfillment of a
municipality’s fair share.

Communities may now also provide
“workforce housing,” which refers to
housing designated for households
whose gross income is more than 80
percent but less than 120 percent of the
median income and in which at least
one member of the household works in
the residing municipality.

Overall, Senator Lesniak said he
sees S-1 as a “simple” solution to
comply with the New Jersey Supreme
Court case that established a need for
affordable housing.

“I think people are having prob-
lems with the bill because it’s so
simple, honestly,” he said.

In addition to providing a greater

wealth of housing options for a com-
munity to choose from, Senator
Lesniak promoted the fact that S-1
eliminates a 2.5-percent development
tax that had previously been charged
to office, commercial and industrial
real-estate developers.

Also, the Lesniak-Bateman bill
does away with the previous tie-ins
between jobs created and housing
needed. Earlier rules required mu-
nicipalities to approve a unit of af-
fordable housing for every eight mar-
ket-rate homes that were built, and an
affordable home for every 25 jobs
created.

Those ratios, Senator Lesniak said,
“made no sense.”

Though mayors in Cranford and
Westfield are hesitant about the bill,
Senator Bateman said some of the
mayors in his district, including
Bridgewater, support the effort.

Senator Bateman said the third
round of COAH regulations, which
were challenged in court by the New
Jersey League of Municipalities, were
“fatally flawed.”

“They were 50 percent higher than
they should be,” Senator Bateman
said. “Ball fields, municipal build-
ings and the median of the Parkway
[were considered as possible sites for
developable land], and they went into
the calculation of the number of units
needed by a municipality... Those
numbers are not realistic and have a
direct impact on taxpayers.”

Whereas he believed COAH was
“dictating” to municipalities what
they must provide in terms of hous-
ing, Mr. Bateman said the housing
commission will “work with the
towns” to plan how best to provide
adequate housing.

“Municipalities want to know the
rules of the game,” Senator Bateman
said. “They want to have a comfort
level, and this is a good first step.”

While stressing that the bill is not
perfect, he said COAH reforms are

vital to the recovery of the state’s
economic system.

“I’m part of a law firm that repre-
sents clients on both sides of the
current debate over affordable hous-
ing,” Senator Bateman said. “How-
ever, as a senator, I have to take a clear
stand for policies that best represent
the interests of my constituents.”

One of his concerns is that the
legislation, in its present construc-
tion, could allow someone to rent an
affordable workforce unit and then
resell it for a profit.

“Quite frankly, one of my concerns
– and it’s the last thing we want to do
– is having people make money on
affordable housing,” Senator Bateman
said. “We have to make sure it doesn’t
happen. It defeats the whole purpose.
No question, in my opinion, that is not
the initial intent of the bill,” he said.

Former Bogota mayor and candi-
date for the Republican nomination
for governor, Steve Lonegan, shares
Senator Bateman’s concern.

He said the proposed legislation
“puts COAH on steroids.” Specifi-
cally, he said that because the bill
lacks restrictions on the resell price
of workforce housing, it leaves the
system “open to rampant corruption.”

In an e-mail, Senator Lesniak re-
sponded, “Lonegan actually raised a
good point. [We are] looking at a civil
penalty, like three times the purchase
price, for sham transactions; although,
there may already be a law that ap-
plies.”

The affordable-housing debate has
sparked a war of words between Sena-
tor Lesniak and Mr. Lonegan, with
the senator referring to the former
mayor as a “segregationist” and “at-
tack dog” and Mr. Lonegan accusing
the senator of being a “Socialist” and
“playing the race card.”

“The senator’s accusations of ‘rac-
ism’ are as ridiculous as most of the
legislation he has introduced in the
decades he has festered in Trenton,”

Mr. Lonegan said. “Unlike Senator
Lesniak, I do not believe that there is
some kind of ‘right’ to housing, and
no one has a ‘right’ to live in Franklin
Lakes, Tewksbury or Stone Harbor.”

“Working hard to move up in the
world is what our free-market system
is all about,” he added. “That’s some-
thing Socialists like President
[Barack] Obama, Senator Lesniak and
most of the rest of his liberal allies
don’t understand.”

In response, Senator Lesniak told
The Leader and The Times,
“Lonegan’s off the wall. He wants
exclusionary zoning. He’s a segrega-
tionist and doesn’t believe towns
should have to provide a reasonable
opportunity for affordable housing.
He’s a Neanderthal, a throwback.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Weinberg Unveils Bills to
Sunshine, Records Acts

Senator Loretta Weinberg (D-
Bergen) has introduced a package of
bills expanding the state’s public
records law and updating the Open
Public Meetings Act.

Among the package is a prohibi-
tion for members of a public body
“from communicating privately with
other members or agency staff via
electronic means during the course of
a public meeting.” Also, the Sunshine
Law would be expanded to include
all state boards, independent authori-
ties, redevelopment entities and quasi-
governmental organizations. Also, the
bills would prohibit public agencies
and organizations from denying the
public the right to a record, video-
tape, photograph or broadcast of any
public meeting. Meeting minutes,
agendas and schedules would have to
be posted on the Internet when a
public body has an Internet website.

Also, documents containing infor-
mation on criminal investigations
would have to be available within 24
hours. Copying fees would be changed
to 10 cents per letter-size page and 15
cents for legal-size paper.

Lawmakers Unveil Bills to
Reform Pensions, Benefits

Trenton legislators this week intro-
duced a four-bill package to reform
pensions and benefits of state, county,
municipal and school employees. The
bills would cap sick leave payouts at
$15,000 for all new public employ-
ees, “require workers and retirees at
all levels of government and local
school districts to contribute to their

own health care costs, ban part-time
workers at the state and local levels
from participating in the underfunded
state pension system, cap sick leave
payouts for all public employees and
constitutionally require the state to
fully fund its pension obligations each
year,” according to a Star-Ledger report.

The bills would also eliminate mul-
tiple pensions and change how pen-
sions are calculated.

Christie Vetoes Approval of
Funds for Hillside UEZ

Governor Chris Christie continued
to wield his veto power to reign-in
spending of Boards and Authorities by
partially rejecting the minutes of the
January 13 New Jersey Urban Enter-
prise Zone (UEZ) meeting concerning
the awarding of $415,608 in zone assis-
tance funds for the Hillside Clean Team
VIII project. Mr. Christie has asked for
justification on the expenditure, saying
$399,608 was to be allocated for salary
and benefits of only four employees.
The governor also vetoed the Dela-
ware River and Bay Authority’s au-
thorization of expenditures to 98 ven-
dors in unspecified amounts in ex-
cess of $25,000 for 2010, as well as
the authority’s minutes regarding the
adoption of a 2010 operating budget
that represents a 3.04-percent increase
over the 2009 operating budget.
Some Towns Have Passed Laws
Prohibiting Under-Age Drinking

The Partnership for a Drug-Free New
Jersey (PDFNJ) said this week that 305
municipalities have adopted local ordi-
nances prohibiting possession and con-
sumption of alcoholic beverages by un-
der-aged persons on private property.

President’s Weekend
Events at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center will hold a
series of special adult, family and
children’s programs during the Presi-
dents’ Day vacation.

Included will be “When Artwork
Speaks: Eyewitness Images from the
American Revolution” presented by
historian Arthur Lefkowitz on Febru-
ary 12. “Journey of Sap to Syrup”
will be offered February 13, 15  and
16. “A Walk In Winter” will be pre-
sented February 13 and February 15,
with “Resident Reptiles” available
on February 16. “A Touch of Nature”
will be presented on February 15.

For information call Trailside at (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside.
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sakeen – A wild goat of the

Himalayas
2. Tentation – Experimental adjust-

ment
3. Temulentive – Somewhat intoxi-

cated
4. Miff – To take offense or quarrel

SURPHUL
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Out of use
3. Harsh in taste, acrid
4. To bathe with medicated water

PECCADILLO
1. An expert on social behavior among

ethnic groups
2. A petty fault or minor offense
3. A vagabond
4. A burrowing animal of South

America related to the armadillo but
smaller

IDONEOUS
1. Self-absorbed
2. Producing a slight glow
3. Suitable; proper
4. Peaceful; friendly

TORMINA
1. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt
2. Turmoil
3. Severe gripping pains in the bowels
4. Extreme doubt, disbelief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Supreme Court Free
Speech Ruling Was

‘Proper’  Per 1st Amend.
The U.S. Supreme Court recently struck

down parts of a law which infringed upon
free-speech rights. This was proper, as
the First Amendment of the U.S. Consti-
tution reads in part: “Congress shall make
no law... abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press...”

In response to this most welcome Su-
preme Court ruling, many Democratic
politicians have openly expressed their
contempt for free speech. Some of the
most thoroughly awful politicians – such
as Senator Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.),
Senator John Kerry (D-Mass.) and Con-
gressman John Conyers (D-Mich.) – have
gone so far as to propose amending the
Constitution so that free-speech rights
can be legally violated by the federal
government.

The best response to these anti-free
speech hysterics is provided by political
commentator, and TIA Daily editor, Rob-
ert Tracinski: “What part of ‘no’ do the
Democrats not understand?”

Mark Kalinowski
Clifton

Business-Sponsored
Signs Are ‘Out of Class’

Around August 2009, St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield erected
three new church name signs at entrances
to their property. Attached to the three
signs are commercial advertisements,
“contributed by Johnson Funeral Home.”

If I owned a business and paid for St.
Helen’s signs, would I be allowed to
advertise my business? I have never seen
other places of worship do this. Now St.
Helen’s wants to apply for a “variance” to
allow these advertisements to remain since
I brought it to the attention of the Westfield
Zoning Board. St. Helen’s had no permits
for the church name signs and advertise-
ments issued; they just erected them with-
out approval from the Town of Westfield.

This is really “tacky” and out of class
for St. Helen’s and Westfield.

Marion Monteverdi Roberts
Scotch Plains

Westfield-Y Employees Show
‘Concern For a Fellow Citizen’

‘What About Volunteerism’
To Fill SID Manager Job?

Municipal Mergers: Is it
A Case of ‘Boroughitis”?

Local Government Does Work in
Westfield - ‘The Quiet Zone’

Goose Advocates Muse With Satire
On ‘Another Pest Problem’ – Children

I wish to express my sincere thanks to
everyone, especially the town officials –
past and present- who contributed to the
success of the “Quiet Zone” instituted in
Westfield.

This endeavor began for me back in
1995 when I approached than Assembly-
man Richard Bagger about the distress-
ing train whistle in our community. He
started the ball rolling, as did our town
council – and the long process has finally
come to fruition, expedited by the support
and determination of our current Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, the town council and
Councilman Jim Foerst.

Many uninformed people have com-
mented on the reasons why the town
would spend so many years working on

this project. This “Quiet Zone” not only
benefits the residents of Westfield, but
neighboring Clark and Scotch Plains too.
It improves the quality of our lives, and it
certainly improves all of our property
values. But most importantly, according
to the Federal Railroad Administration
research, it has increased the safety of the
railroad crossing dramatically.

In these times when people have lost
faith in government, it is refreshing to
know our small town still cares enough to
listen and help its residents. It should be a
priority to improve what we can in our
communities.

In short, it was worth the wait.

Gary Strano
Westfield

Kudos to Mayor [Nancy] Malool for
opposing the Scotch Plains Management
Corp. (SPMC) in reference to the $44,000
being spent on salaries and fees, etc.

Hiring Lisa Schiller [as co-manager of
the Special Improvement District] con-
stitutes a conflict of interest since her
husband is an SPMC board member.
Westfield’s SID (Special Improvement
District) program is successful under Mr.
[Dominic] Verdic alone.

What about volunteerism for Lisa
Schiller’s position to give back to your
community!

I have been a volunteer in Scotch Plains
for over 25 years serving both as chair-
man of the Construction Board of Ap-
peals and Fire Sub Code official. All of
the board members, including myself,
serve the people of Scotch Plains gratis as
well as many other  too numerous to
mention.

Wake up people of Scotch Plains! Don’t
complain about your taxes when you stand
mute and allow these practices to con-
tinue.

Bob Roberts
Scotch Plains

Over the February 7 weekend, Gina
Genovese, former mayor of Long Hill,
had an interesting piece in the Home
News Tribune. She thought that we lim-
ited ourselves in thinking about munici-
pal mergers to two towns at a time. In
many cases we end up with one, still,
small town that can’t take advantage of
size. She proposed trying a mindset of
five towns as a model.

This got me thinking with other issues
rambling around the public debate over
the last year. We always have the issue
with the relevancy of the counties (add in
the archaic title of Chosen Freeholder),
the Census with the forthcoming con-
gressional (CD) and legislative (LD) re-
apportionment, issues with the winner-
take-all set up of county government and
all the scandals from having so many
officials in this complex, home-rule sys-
tem with supra-municipal agencies.

Let us face it — many of our bound-
aries are legacies of the founding of the
colony/state with a large infusion around
the turn of the 20th century with
boroughitis. How many can even remem-
ber the sewage issues that created some
boroughs?

I might be blue-skying here. Yet, do we
really have an opportunity here with the
2010 census and through coming reap-
portionments? Most likely, we will be cut
to 12 House seats. Adjust our Legislative
districts to three per (36 instead of 40) CD
and abolish counties!

The reason that I bring this up is Union
County, itself. Probably only political
junkies (geeks?) realize that we have four
CD’s and four LD’s in the county. None
coincide perfectly with each other. Lin-
den has three CD’s with Union Township
and Elizabeth having two each! Plainfield
is the only town in the sixth CD and
Hillside the only one in the 29th LD. The
only district of the eight is the 20th LD,
which is totally in Union County yet
shares three CD’s. Neighboring counties
such as Middlesex, Morris and Essex,
also have a few towns placed in our sphere.

The stars are aligned. Let us have 12
districts that match the CD’s instead of 21
counties. We center merger activities in
these rather arbitrary districts. We can
throw out the various historic (archaic?)
objections to 18th century-based home
rule by setting up new parameters. Every-
body starts off equally.

The political parties will no longer
have their safe districts, which have caused
entrenchment. Actually, campaigning will
be easier since there won’t be the cross
town/county issues to deal with. Since we
are on the bubble for a reduction to 12
CD’s, future censuses will not be a major
factor for decades and only cause minor
adjustments. And it reduces long-stand-
ing parochial suburban versus urban ri-
valries.

Roger Stryeski
Roselle

Apparently, this Canada goose prob-
lem has ruffled a few feathers. But I’m
glad that Ms. [Kitty] Branton (Letter to
the Editor, February 4, 2010) raised these
concerns because there is another pest
problem in Westfield. Children.

They’re everywhere. You can’t order a
Taylor ham, egg and cheese at the Bagel
Chateau without knocking one over. Not
to mention the double strollers, which
makes walking on the sidewalk all but an
impossibility. (Talk about an irksome situ-
ation!) With their incessant crying, whin-
ing and innocence, no wonder our town is
becoming a regular romp-a-room. Some-
one has to put an end to this growing
population before our town is over-
whelmed by these cute and playful crea-
tures.

Which is why we should heed Ms.
[Kimberly] Gurlavich — the USDA ex-
pert sent to rescue our town — and her
smart advice, and stop feeding these crit-
ters immediately. Children, like geese,
quickly become dependent on our good
nature, and if we cut off their food supply
they’ll eventually look for a new place to
live. And who wouldn’t agree that most
of our kids could do with a little less food
these days anyway?

But, starvation is of course, a drawn-
out process, which could take up to a
month in some cases. And as Ms. Branton
points out, we don’t have time for “scien-
tific evidence to get rid of these pests – we
need a quick, and not a long-term, solu-
tion.” Which is why, as she points out, the
solution is to obviously gas them. Talk
about efficiency. In an increasingly bu-
reaucratic society sometimes, we forget
that the easiest solution is often the most
simple. We don’t have the time for sci-
ence and nature to do its work and allow
these children to grow into adults, so let’s
just wipe ’em out.

Just kidding! What a terrible thought!
Gassing children, a living thing! Awful!
But seriously folks, lets round them up,
say we’re headed to Saturday soccer and
dump them all in Newark. Then we can
drive home and wipe our hands clean of

these smelly, loud, obnoxious, destruc-
tive, lovable creatures that had the audac-
ity to call Westfield home.

Gavin Shulman
Mary Snauffer

Goose Advocates; New York, NY

What started out as a routine day on my
way to workout at the Westfield Area
YCMA was interrupted by a serious bump
on the head. As I exited my car (which
was parked in front of the “Y”), I hit my
head very hard on a metal box located on
a pole. Unbeknownst to me, a concerned
citizen was watching as I held my head in
excruciating pain. This kind-hearted per-
son escorted me into the “Y,” sat me
down and then recruited two more people
to help.

I must thank these three people, all
employees of the “Y,” for their kindness,
care and total professionalism. Cathy
Dawson, Mary Kay Snodgrass and Patti
Casseba all exhibited the best part of
human nature. Their kindness, care and
compassion really made me feel safe and

much better. Patti applied an ice pack,
Mary Kay followed me home in her car
and Cathy called that evening to check
up.

I realized how grateful I am to live here
in Westfield. The “Y” should be very
proud of their employees; these wonder-
ful people acted in a very professional
way. But more than their professional-
ism, they showed a real concern for a
fellow citizen. I always knew the “Y” was
a warm, inviting and special place. This
experience only confirmed what I already
knew. A heartfelt thank you to Cathy,
Mary Kay and Patti — I will always
remember your kindness and I will pass it
forward.

JoAnn Neylan
Westfield

Spending Cuts: More
Harm Than Good?

There is much to feel encouraged about
regarding the President’s State of the
Union address, but the President and
Congress have their work cut out for
them. Millions of older Americans face
enormous challenges, many of whom
work very hard to build nest eggs only to
see them crack due to soaring health care
costs.

Too many older Americans lack access
to quality, affordable heath care. Many
are falling further behind financially while
dealing with the enormous responsibili-
ties of providing care for their parents and
children. They face an insurance industry
that uses discriminatory practices to deny,
limit, or charge too much for coverage.
Millions fall into the costly Medicare
prescription drug coverage gap. In 2007,
32 percent of the Medicare beneficiaries
in New Jersey fell into this Part D “dough-
nut hole.”

AARP is committed to putting the
country’s fiscal house in order — because
our members care deeply about the legacy
they’re leaving for their kids and grandkids
— but we must be certain that any efforts
to cut spending don’t do more harm than
good. We stand ready to work with the
President and leaders from both political
parties to find solutions that make sense
for older Americans today and tomorrow.

Kenneth Lindhorst
AARP Council, Summit

Washington School
Show Gives Thanks

The producers of Believe!, the 62nd
Annual Washington School Show, would
like to publicly thank our advertisers,
parents, teachers and administrators for
your extraordinary support. Your com-
bined efforts resulted in a show that was
enjoyed by almost 1,000 attendees in our
community, raising important funds for
our classrooms and our kids.

The strong sense of community at
Washington School is a reflection of the
greater bond that unites us in Westfield.
We thank each and every one of you who
directly, or indirectly, assisted us in our
annual endeavor.

Many thanks to our playbill advertis-
ers. Full-page ads: Ascione and Wilson;
Klinger-Keuter Music Studio; M&R
Landscape; Ironshore Insurance Co.; KBK
Interior Design; Ferraro’s; INFA Energy
Brokers; Westfield Knights of Colum-
bus; Manhattan Bagel; D. Villane Con-
struction; Top Line Appliance Center;
Silvia Stark of Coldwell Banker; Keenan
Building and Remodeling, and Joseph
Pink and Co. Half-page ads: Rockn’ Joe;
Jersey Mike’s; Vincentsen Assoc.; Jeni-
Fit; Susan Cook Photography; Clark Den-
tal Assoc.; Galaxy Building Contractors;
Eugene Wisniewski of Century 21; An-
thony James Master Builders; Castle
Bootery; Kenneth W. Arida, D.D.S.;
Cosimo’s; Sharon E. Rabbitt, life coach;
Patrician Floors; Curves; Scott Gleason
of Re/Max, Gersch Orthodontics; Law
office of Matthew Albano; Emily
Miranda-Thompson personal trainer; Paul
Nazzaro Music Studio; McCormack Con-
tracting; Scientific Graffiti; Satsang Yoga;
Hye-Young Choi of Coldwell Banker;
Burgdorff Realtors/ERA; Paul Arfanis,
D.D.S.; Berkshire Furniture and Peluso
Construction.

Producers, Washington School Show

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

It’s Football, Dang It; Man-up
And Play Outdoors in the Cold!

Those who watched the Super Bowl surely noticed
advertisement after advertisement chiding emasculated
males for an apparent loss of vim and vigor. One such ad,
for Dockers, featured men strutting in their underwear to
the tune of “I Wear No Pants.” Perhaps these ads were a
clarion call to onlookers of the Super Bowl to man-up and
be like their favorite gladiators of the gridiron.

We’re starting to question, however, how gladiator-like
the NFL’s decision makers are exactly.

While the NFL, undoubtedly the behemoth of the four
professional sports played in America, has created an
image of manliness, it refuses to allow Super Bowls to be
decided in anywhere but tropical, neutral locations. We’ve
heard that this is done so that, a year in advance, TV and
radio crews can plan their schedules easier and prepare to
broadcast two weeks of nonsense prior to game day. For
as great as the game itself always is, the Super Bowl sadly
has been corrupted to become a quasi-Corporate Bowl,
filled with unnecessary pre-game and in-game tomfool-
ery that sometimes supercedes the action on the field.

However, we all know the real reason games will never
be played north of the Mason-Dixon line: Weather in most
northern cities could be unmanageable as compared to
their southern counterparts.

First of all, why should the southern portion of the
country get all the fun and reap the economic benefits of
hosting Super Bowls? Last I checked, many of the league’s
staple franchises call northern cities home: New York,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Chicago, New England, Buf-
falo, Cleveland, Green Bay and even the lowly Lions of
Detroit. When we think of football, these bastions of the
ballfield come to mind first. (Sorry, Dallas and Miami.
The Jets and Giants fans who occupy the newspaper office
don’t aspire to give you any more credit than you already
get). Not surprisingly, these are some of the league’s top
TV markets as well. However, none of them will seem-
ingly ever have the opportunity to host the big game.

It doesn’t hurt to try however.
State Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. intro-

duced a Senate resolution earlier this month urging the
NFL to select New Jersey as the location for Super Bowl
XLVIII in 2014. The NFL owners’ Super Bowl Advisory
Committee allowed the Meadowlands Stadium Co. to
place a bid, waiving the traditional requirement that host
stadiums have a minimum outdoor temperature of 50
degrees or an indoor stadium.

“New Jersey offers the best venue for the Super Bowl,
period,” Mr. Kean said. “We have the image, logistics and
ambiance that is unparalleled in the world and the mil-
lions of diehard fans in this region would do everything in
their power to make Super Bowl XLVIII the biggest,
most-talked-about game in the history of the NFL.”

The strangest element in the NFL’s game plan about
hosting Super Bowls is twofold. One, the NFL has seem-
ingly celebrated the guttural nature of the game for a long
time. Watch an old NFL Films (RIP Harry Calas) produc-
tion or a re-broadcast of a Steel Curtain Super Bowl and
notice how many times the blood and sacrifice of the
players, let alone the harsh and unpleasant winter condi-
tions, are mentioned. People turn on the NFL to see

brutality and physicality play itself out. They want to see
contact and impact, and they want to feel it, uncensored,
in the natural element it exists for most of the latter half of
the schedule. Yet, the NFL is shunning this to cater to
corporate sponsors.

To see Peyton Manning sporting a suntan from the
Miami shore on the sidelines of the Super Bowl seems
about as anachronistic as a wind-burned Derek Jeter
putting a parka over his pinstripes.

The other element is this: The NFL is a sport that also
celebrates the chaos, debauchery and madness that is the
home team’s fan base. Each stadium has its hooligans, but
in one voice, these 80,000 madmen cheer their teams on
to victory and distract the ever-loving heck out of the
opposing team. It makes another compelling storyline
and sideshow during the games. Tailgaters begin cooking
up the energy in the parking lot and then bring it inside to
the game.

What we had at the Super Bowl this year, again, was a
milquetoast crowd in a neutral site. This should come as
no surprise. The Super Bowl will always have a slightly
elitist crowd due to the cost of a ticket. That kills some of
the crowd’s edge instantly because the average fan is
priced out. Sadly, the NFL compounds this by welcoming
the game in neutral sites, where most in the crowd cheer
on other teams during the other 18 weeks of the season and
are not going to go wild over either team. It’s just another
spectacle to them.

Easy solution: Play the game where it should be played
– in one of the respective participating cities. Can you
imagine this game being played in the Super Dome in
New Orleans? Is there any good reason why that couldn’t
have been a reality? Next year, the AFC city (whomever
that would be) could host the game. If you know that you
have the opportunity to provide an economic boon to your
city and allow your fans to have another home game,
wouldn’t this add just another layer of competition to an
already-competitive sport?

If this were to happen, when the Jets or Giants make it
to the Super Bowl, there would be a chance that the new
Meadowlands stadium could host the game. How cool
would that be? Why should we need a state senator to file
a request to have the Super Bowl in New Jersey? How
asinine does that seem?

In one of the greatest moves the sport has ever made, the
NHL has decided to host a Winter Classic hockey game
each and every January 1 – outdoors in the elements.
Players wear vintage uniforms as well as toques and
scarves to brave the elements. This year saw the Philadel-
phia Flyers and Boston Bruins slug it out on the ice in front
of a sold-out Fenway Park. This has turned into a large
success for hockey, and it is no surprise. The game is being
brought back to its roots, its elements. Why is it such a
foreign concept to move the Super Bowl to its roots as well
– non-neutral sites where the fans will add an element to
the greatest show on turf?

One downside we forgot to consider: cheerleaders. If
played in a northern city, ladies might have to don fur
coats over their skimpy outfits. Everyone has to make
sacrifices though. Man-up.
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ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, February 25th, 2010 at Ferraro’s South in Westfield, New Jersey and 
Saturday, February 27th, 2010 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New Jersey. 
Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 3 7   years, and his 
group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 
process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation,
divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 
domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child
related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2010
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2010
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
570 Springfield Ave. 
Summit, New Jersey 07901
908-273-3000
www.grandsummit.com

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Council Should Not Act
Hastily on SPMC Concerns

Editorial

It’s probably good that two
weeks’ time will have elapsed by
the time the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council meets next week with
representatives from the Scotch
Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) to discuss proposed
changes to the ordinance that cre-
ated the special improvement dis-
trict two years ago and also to hear
about the SPMC’s hiring of two
managers to oversee efforts to re-
vitalize the moribund commercial
district.

It’s that second agenda item,
especially, that has the potential to
make next Tuesday’s meeting po-
tentially inflammatory — and we
hope time will allow tempers and
frustrations to cool off a bit. At last
week’s council session where the
hirings were first discussed, coun-
cil members expressed much frus-
tration over what they felt was a
disproportionately large portion
of the SPMC’s budget being spent
on salaries and administrative
costs for the two managers.

Mayor Nancy Malool called it
“irresponsible” that more than
two-thirds of the SPMC’s $64,000
budget will be earmarked for ad-
ministrative costs and salaries for
the two managers —
FirsTEAManagement of
Plainfield and township resident
Lisa Schiller. Other council mem-
bers were equally vehement, criti-
cizing both the twin hirings and

the hiring in particular of Mrs.
Schiller, whose husband sits on
the SPMC’s board of directors.
Councilwoman Mary DePaola
said Mrs. Schiller’s hiring
smacked of “favoritism.”

SPMC officials defended the
hirings, saying
FirsTEAManagement will help
with professional management
and administrative issues, while
Mrs. Schiller will be the group’s
“face on the street” in interacting
directly with local business and
commercial property owners.

What’s important at next
Tuesday’s get-together is that both
sides conduct themselves ratio-
nally. We like the advice offered
by Councilman Jeff Strauss last
week when he urged his colleagues
to “find out the facts before we
act.” Council members owe it to
SPMC officials to hear their rea-
sons for the dual hirings and for
why Mrs. Schiller’s hiring does
not present a conflict of interest.
SPMC representatives should be
aware of the council’s displeasure
with the amount of money being
expended on the managers and be
prepared to defend the decision,
not only to the governing body but
also to the local businesses that
pay the assessments that fund the
SPMC.

The SPMC is still in its infancy,
so it’s important that the council
not act hastily and angrily in this
instance. Given the level of oppo-
sition to its creation two years
ago, it’s important that the fragile
support for the organization be
maintained among the business
community. An all-out assault by
council members on the SPMC
will not be helpful in nursing along
the new entity as it enters its sec-
ond full year of existence. And the
council needs to be careful not to
give the appearance of meddling
too deeply in the SPMC’s busi-
ness.

In return, the SPMC needs to
step it up as well. Besides the
wildly successful Memorial Day
music festival last May, there was
not much else in the way of visible
progress to persuade people that
things are moving along. The
group this year needs successes
and accomplishments so that prop-
erty owners can see visible signs
of progress and be assured that
their money is being well spent.
It’d be a shame to have this most
recent effort to improve the com-
mercial district founder while sur-
rounding towns continue to up-
grade their own downtowns.

Action-packed day & travel summer 
camp for kids ages 21/2 to 14...

Check out Camp Yachad before summer 
begins at one of our OPEN HOUSES:

Sun, Feb 21  1 – 3 pm or Thurs, Mar  25  6 – 8 pm

at the JCC of Central NJ, 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

All the latest & greatest camp activities

amusement parks, overnights & more

Visit www.jccnj.org
for more information & summer 2010 registration.
* $100 savings/child offer based on 8-wk registration. $50 savings/child

applied to 4-wk registration. Offer expires March 25, 2010.

Come see

what we’re

all about!

Sign up at 
one of our 

Open Houses 
& save $100 
per child!*

Berkeley Heights is Getting a
Cell Tower at Runnells Hospital

When I attend freeholder meetings, I
find the information that is missing at
them to be the most interesting. The infor-
mation that is readily offered is suspect
and tainted in my mind. They should refer
to these gatherings as performances rather
than meetings. Information is so scarce;
Open Public Records Act (OPRA) re-
quests are the only way to get a glimpse
into how the people’s money is being
spent.

On the contrary, when there is an item
on the agenda that will be revenue pro-
ducing the freeholders are sure to make a
scene about it. So, when a resolution that
could produce $324,000 in revenue was
quietly passed with no fanfare, I knew
they were trying to keep this secret.
$324,000 in revenue? I would expect
balloons and confetti to fall from the
ceiling with the county’s extensive office
of public information snapping photos of
freeholders who are up for re-election.

But, people don’t like cell towers.
The following resolution was quietly

and unanimously approved at the Decem-
ber 17, 2009, freeholder meeting: Office
of County Counsel: New Cingular Wire-

less PCS, LLC, Morristown, New Jersey,
to lease the rooftop portion of Runnells
Specialized Hospital for cellular struc-
tural usage for 60 months (with three 60
month extension options) to produce rev-
enue in the amount of $324,000.

There were no press releases issued by
the county and to date no documentation
is being made available to the public.

[The Office of the County Manager
sent the following letter to Ms. Renna.]
This e-mail constitutes a formal and com-
plete response to your January 25, 2010,
OPRA request for “all contracts, agree-
ments and all correspondence between
County agents and New Cingular Wire-
less regarding the resolution to lease the
rooftop portion of Runnells Specialized
Hospital for cellular structural usage for
60 months (with three 60 month exten-
sion options) to produce revenue in the
amount of $324,000.” Please be advised
that the contract is still being negotiated
and is not yet available, pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Letters to the Editor

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Leonard
Lance, (R-7th) issued the following re-
garding President Barack Obama’s $3.8-
trillion budget proposal for fiscal year 2011.

“The President’s budget of proposed
tax increases and huge projected deficits
shows (that) this Administration is not
serious about getting our nation’s fiscal
house in order,” Mr. Lance said. “Instead
of putting forth a budget plan that re-
strains federal spending and reduces debt,
the President has sent Congress more of
the same reckless economic policies of
2009.”

Last week Lance sent a letter to the
President outlining his plan to strengthen
the economy and put people back to work.
On the issues of taxes and debt reduction,
Mr. Lance called on the President to,
“reconsider your call for higher taxes for
families making more than $250,000 a

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

Mr. President,
Reconsider Your $3.8

Trillion Budget

HEARTS FOR HAITI…On January 31, McKinley Elementary School fifth
graders held a hot cocoa and bake sale in the freezing temperatures as they raised
$150 for the “Hearts for Haiti” fundraiser. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Yuliana De los Rios, Gabriella Landaeta, Miranda Landaeta, Lizzie Brown-
Cordero, Uma Lakshman and unnamed friend.

year,” saying, “In New Jersey, this policy
would have a disastrous effect on our
fragile economy.” And concerning spend-
ing and debt, the Seventh District Con-
gressman called on President Obama to
embrace Mr. Lance’s “fiscally-respon-
sible debt reduction package to control
runaway federal spending and limit our
nation’s ever-growing debt and deficits.”

“Just three days after addressing the
Republican Conference about the impor-
tance of fiscal responsibility, President
Obama has sent to Congress a budget plan
of more spending, higher taxes and more
borrowing and debt. In these tough eco-
nomic times I believe we need to keep a
lid on taxes, control government spend-
ing and borrow less. This proposed bud-
get takes a diametrically opposite ap-
proach and should be thoroughly rejected
by Congress,” Mr. Lance said.

Medical Advisory Issued for
Haitians Entering the Country

WESTFIELD - The Union County
LINCS Agency, Office of Health Man-
agement this week distributed “Public
Health Advisory: Interim Recommenda-
tions for Initial Domestic Medical Screen-
ing of Haitians Entering New Jersey” to
medical and government officials.

A summary of the advisory includes
the following medical screening.

On arrival: 1. Perform history and physi-
cal: Complete history, review of systems,
and physical assessment with a focus on
infectious diseases of public health sig-
nificance. 2. Evaluate for tuberculosis:
Perform a chest radiograph and other
diagnostic studies to rule out active dis-
ease. Perform a test for latent tuberculosis
infection (TST or IGRA). 3. Assess im-
munization status: Assess and update
immunizations for each individual and
administer age appropriate vaccines if

records are not available.
Within 30 Days: 1. Screen for hepatitis

b infection: Perform HBsAg, HBsAb and
HBcAb. Immunize if appropriate. Can
initiate vaccine series if follow-up not
guaranteed or serology is not practical. 2.
Screen for intestinal parasites: Screen
asymptomatic and symptomatic individu-
als. Consider presumptive treatment if
not previously provided. Assess for Eosi-
nophilia. 3. Screen for malaria: Screen all
symptomatic individuals for malaria with
a blood smear. 4. Screen for HIV and
STIs: Screen all individuals for HIV and
syphilis. Consider testing for other STIs
as appropriate. 5. Other: Perform other
screening as appropriate including lead
testing, mental health evaluation, hearing
and vision screening.

For more information, contact Roberta
Milano at rmilano@ucnj.org.Charities Fundraiser

And State Settle
NEWARK – An Ocean-County based

independent paid fundraiser that solic-
ited donations for charitable organiza-
tions has agreed to pay a civil penalty
and to comply with applicable state
laws and regulations, under a Consent
Order reached with the Division of Con-
sumer Affairs.

New Liberty Promotions, Inc., of
Brick, which also does business as Do-
nation Processing Center of New Jer-
sey; Police Defense Foundation; and
Public Awareness Center and its owner,
Glenn Nowland, will pay $7,500 as a
civil penalty for violating the state’s
Charities Registration and Investiga-
tions Act and Regulations Governing
Charitable Fundraising. An additional
$7,500 penalty is suspended, but will
be enforced if the respondents violate
any terms of the Consent Order within
the next three years.

Additionally, Nowland agreed to
comply with the state’s applicable laws
and regulations in operating a new in-
dependent fundraiser that he is estab-
lishing – Capital Assistance, LLC,
which will do business as Community
Awareness Center.

Deputy Attorney General Jennifer
Dougherty represented the state in this
matter.
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Minister to Discuss Efforts
At Mideast Peace Building

WESTFIELD – The Reverend Joan
Deming, a United Methodist pastor
from Madison, Wis., will speak about
peace building in Palestine and Israel
on Thursday, February 18, at 10 a.m.
in the Christian Lounge of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Reverend Deming serves as devel-
opment director for Pilgrims of Ibillin,
an American non-profit that supports
peace in the area. Her presentation
will highlight the story of Archbishop
Elias Chacour and the Mar Elias Edu-
cational Institutions he founded while
he was the parish priest in Ibillin, to
“Build Peace on Desktops.”

The schools accept students of all
races and religions who study side by
side. Nominated three times for the
Nobel Peace Prize, Archbishop
Chacour is the author of “Blood Broth-
ers” and “We Belong to the Land.”
Currently, he and Reverend Deming
are on a speaking tour in the Midwest.
Reverend Deming will return to Ibillin
in March on another mission endeavor.

The Reverend Robert “Bob” Pryor
will introduce the program and add his
own expertise to the presentation with
his first-hand knowledge of working
with Archbishop Chacour. Reverend
Pryor served as an interim minister at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
prior to serving as the pastor of The
First Presbyterian Church of Santa
Barbara, Calif. for 19 years. Earlier, he
and his wife were missionaries in Iran
for 21 years. Now retired in Caldwell,

he serves on the board of directors of
the Pilgrims of Ibillin.

This program is open to the public.
Presbyterian Women, who contribute
to the Pilgrims of Ibillin as an ongo-
ing mission project, encourage mem-
bers of the community to attend. Cof-
fee will be served at 9:30 a.m. prior to
the speakers’ presentation.

For more information on the Pil-
grims of Ibillin, visit
pilgrimsofibillin.org. The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield is located at
140 Mountain Avenue. Further infor-
mation on this or any other events
held at the church is available by
calling the church office at (908) 233-
0301 or visiting the church website:
westfieldpc.org.

PILGRIMS FOR PEACE…The Rev-
erend Joan Deming, pictured with
Archbishop Elias Chacour, will dis-
cuss Mideast peace-building efforts
with which they are involved on Thurs-
day, February 18, at 10 a.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. The
public is invited to attend.

Classical Guitarist to Visit
Local Library Next Week

Robert Dopira

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present clas-
sical guitarist Robert Dopira on
Wednesday, February 17, at 7:30 p.m.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Mr. Dopira teaches
guitar and music in the
Philadelphia area. His
repertoire consists of
the foremost guitar lit-
erature across centuries
and periods of music. It
includes Bach suites
and chaconnes,
Scarlatti sonatas,
Albéniz’s Suite
Espagnole, Moreno-
Torroba’s Castles of
Spain and Castelnuovo-
Tedesco’s Sonatina.

The evening’s program also will
cover Broadway show tune hits,
movie themes and Latin numbers.
Mr. Dopira’s special interest is

searching for unusual guitar tran-
scriptions of works by famous com-
posers.

Mr. Dopira has performed for au-
diences at libraries, schools, colleges,

churches and commu-
nity groups for the past
25 years. He studied gui-
tar with Anna
Kotsarenko at Coombs
College of Music,
Temple and Rutgers Uni-
versities, and with Albert
Valdes-Blain, a profes-
sor at Mannes College
of Music in New York
City, and a protégé of
international  concert/re-
cording star guitar vir-
tuoso Andrés Segovia.

The Rome Festival Or-
chestra in Italy awarded Mr. Dopira
a scholarship to participate in its
summer performance program. Mr.
Dopira holds a bachelor’s degree in
performance and has completed his
master’s degree courses.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, visit
wmlnj.org and click on Online Cal-
endar, or call (908) 789-4090, exten-
sion no. 4140.

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Wells Fargo Advisors and Stewart Ritter
Host Seminar on Social Security

WESTFIELD  – Stewart A. Ritter,
Senior Vice President - Investments
for the Westfield office of Wells Fargo
Advisor, on February 9 hosted a
seminar on Social Security at The
Westwood in Garwood. The semi-
nar proved to be both popular and
extremely informative. The guest
speaker was Jack Root, Regional
Vice President of Prudential Annu-
ities. Mr. Ritter spoke for approxi-
mately 15 minutes, and then intro-
duced Mr. Root, who spoke for ap-
proximately 25 minutes on Social
Security. A question-and-answer pe-
riod followed, and most attendees
left satisfied that they had learned
something new about Social Secu-
rity and general investing. A number
of guests received raffle prizes, and
a generous dessert spread rounded
out the evening. Transcripts of the
seminar are available upon request.

Stewart A. Ritter is Senior Vice
President - Investments with Wells
Fargo Advisors in Westfield, N.J. He
conducts informational seminars and
presentations for the general public,
as well as local civic groups, clubs
and organizations. He also writes a
monthly investment newsletter,
which is available free upon request.
For more information, and to re-
ceive a transcript of the seminar or
Stewart Ritter’s free investment
newsletter, please call Mr. Ritter’s
office at Wells Fargo Advisors, at
(908) 789-7802.

--

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. With
nearly $1 trillion in client assets as of
June 30, 2009, Wells Fargo’s broker-
age businesses have 15,500 full-ser-
vice financial advisors and 6,100 li-
censed financial specialists. This vast
network of advisors, one of the
nation’s largest, serves clients
through offices in all 50 states, the
District of Columbia and in Latin
America. Wells Fargo Advisors is
the trade name used by three sepa-
rate registered broker-dealers and
non-bank affiliates of Wells Fargo &
Company: Wells Fargo Advisors,
LLC, Wells Fargo Advisors Finan-
cial Network, LLC, and Wells Fargo
Investments, LLC (members SIPC).
Statistics include First Clearing, LLC,
and affiliate broker-dealer of Wells
Fargo & Company,
www.wellsfargoadvisors.com.

Wells Fargo & Company is a diver-
sified financial services company with
$1.3 trillion in assets, providing bank-
ing, insurance, investments, mortgage
and consumer finance through more
than 10,000 stores, over 12,000 ATMs
and the Internet (wellsfargo.com)
across North America and interna-
tionally. Investment products and ser-
vices are offered through Wells Fargo
Advisors, LLC. Investments and in-
surance products are not FDIC in-
sured, have no bank guarantee, and
may lose value.

Paid Bulletin Board
www.goleader.com/express

www.goleader.com

Library Friends Accepting
Donations Through Feb. 28

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
(FSPPL) will continue to accept do-
nations through Sunday, February 28,
for their upcoming annual book sale.
Donations may be brought to the li-
brary, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The organization is seeking clean,
salable books with no torn or marked
pages. Both hardcover books and pa-
perbacks will be accepted, as well as
books on tape, music CDs and DVDs.
Older or time-sensitive materials such
as videotapes, magazines and text-
books cannot be accepted. Volunteers
will be available to help carry in dona-
tions on Saturday, February 20, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sundays, February
14, 21 and 28, from noon to 3 p.m.

The sale will begin with a children’s
sale on Saturday and Sunday, March
13 and 14, continue with a members’
preview night on Wednesday, March

Rosary Altar Society
To Gather Today

GARWOOD – The next monthly
meeting of St. Anne’s Rosary Altar
Society will be held today, Thursday,
February 11, in the Lower Church
hall after recitation of the rosary at
7:30 p.m. St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church is located at 325 Second Av-
enue in Garwood.

President Christine Guerriero will
welcome all members and call for
committee reports. Treasurer Lina
Delmonaco will accept annual dues
at this meeting. Program Chairman
Eleanor Senus has planned a video on
Our Lady of Lourdes to be viewed. A
report on the group’s annual Christ-
mas Party in December will be given.

Refreshments will be served dur-
ing the meeting. Members are re-
minded to continue to save pennies
for Raphael’s Life House in Eliza-
beth.

C.H.I.L.D. to Address
Sensory Integration

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
C.H.I.L.D. Organization will present
a workshop entitled “Understanding
Sensory Integration” on Wednesday,
February 17, at 7:15 p.m. It will take
place on the downstairs level of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
located at 430 Park Avenue.

Sensory integration is how all of a
person’s senses take in and process
information from all around. This
workshop will address the difficul-
ties some children experience with
sensory integration, causing them to
struggle at school, in social situations
and even at home.

Alisa Beth Olin, supervisor of Spe-
cial Services for the Elizabeth Public
Schools and formerly the occupa-
tional therapist for the Cranford
school system, will be the presenter.

Ms. Olin is an adjunct professor at
Kean University and maintains a pri-
vate practice within Union County.
Joining her will be Kathy Morris,
who is with the Cranford school sys-
tem. She has developed workshops
for professionals that focus on learn-
ing styles and differentiated instruc-
tion.

This free program is part of the
regular monthly programming spon-
sored by The C.H.I.L.D. Organiza-
tion of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. To
guarantee a seat and materials, or if in
need of Professional Development
Hours for CEUs, call (908) 322-4020.
Interested persons also may access
childorgspf.org.

Library Reveals Date
For Folk Music Cafe
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Public Library will
present its February Folk Music Cafe
on Thursday, February 18, from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Live music, fresh coffee
and desserts will be included.

Slide blues guitarist Robert Hill
and the Robert Hill Band, with Mark
Murphy on upright bass, will be fea-
tured at this month’s program. At-
tendees will have an opportunity to
request or lead songs during the song-
share segment of the evening. An
informal live jam session also will
take place.

Individuals are invited to bring
their instruments, and a piano is avail-
able. Admission will be free. The
Folk Music Café is sponsored by a
grant from the Watts-Mountainside
Community Foundation.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located on Constitution Plaza. For
more information or directions, visit
the library’s website,
mountainsidelibrary.org, or call
(908) 233-0115.

Anne Hale Speaker Series
Expands to Four Programs

WESTFIELD – The Anne Hale
Speaker Series, named for a late
Westfield woman who was active in
community events, will expand from
one talk to four events this year.

Financed through a grant from the
Thomas Glasser Foundation and by
the Anne and Lee Hale Fund, this
series is hosted by the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Jon Bramnick, a Westfield resi-
dent and the New Jersey Assembly
conference leader, will launch the
series on Thursday, April 8, with a
talk on varied topics of interest to the
legislature and the public.

Ex-major league baseball player Jeff
Torborg, a Westfield native, will talk
about the national pastime in a Thurs-
day, June 3 lecture.

These events are scheduled to take
place in the Community Room of the

Westfield Municipal Building, located
at 425 East Broad Street.

Dr. Thomas Farley, the New York
City health commissioner who grew up
in Westfield, will discuss the “Prescrip-
tion for a Healthy Nation” in his Thurs-
day, September 30 talk at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

The final speaker will be researcher
and author Arthur Lefkowitz of
Piscataway, a featured speaker last year
in the Anne Hale Series. His talk, also to
be held at the library, will be on the
“indispensable men” who helped
George Washington in the fight for
American independence. It will take
place on Wednesday, November 17.

Anne Hale, who died in 2007, was a
trustee of the Westfield Area “Y” and
active with other local organizations,
in addition to being a library patron.

17, and conclude with the adult book
sale Thursday through Saturday, March
18 to 20.

Additionally, adult and middle/high
school student volunteers are being
sought to help with pre-sorting materi-
als for the sale during those weekend
dates. Tasks will include transferring
donations from the main floor of the
library to the downstairs meeting room
using carts and a lift, sorting and boxing
books by category, and transferring
books to the storeroom. Volunteers look-
ing to obtain service hours, such as for
school clubs or religious organizations,
are particularly welcome.

For more information, contact FSPPL
President Joe Quarto at
joequarto@gmail.com. A sign-up book
for volunteers is available at the library
main desk. To join the Friends or learn
more about how to support the library,
visit scotlib.org for the Friends page.

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

New Patients Welcome

www.kidsandsmiles.com

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908) 232-1231

Philip P. Graye, Jr. D.D.S.

Dr. Julianne Kane D.M.D.

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Julie Jong D.M.D.

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.

Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Celebrate Children’s
Dental Health Month

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Laser Dentistry
Dr. Bryan Graye, D.M.D., MS

IHM Youth Ministry Plans
Youth Fest Trip For Feb. 28
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Youth

Ministry of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish in Scotch Plains,
under the direction of Matt Butler,
will sponsor a trip to the  Youth Fest
to be held on Sunday, February 28.
It will take place at the Youth Retreat
Center of the Archdiocese of New-
ark in Kearny. Youth Fest is a cel-
ebration of prayer and fellowship
comprised of high school students
(grades 9 to 12) from throughout
the archdiocese.

In addition to workshops on teen
topics, prayer, music and Mass, this
year’s festival will feature two
speaker/performers. One is singer,
songwriter and storyteller Steve
Angrisano, recognized as one of the
most dynamic and effective com-
municators with Christian youth in
the country.

Also appearing will be Tony
Melendez, a popular speaker and
performer who has performed for
popes and for presidents and who
has appeared at past World Youth
Days and national conferences
around the country. Born without
arms due to a drug his mother was
prescribed during pregnancy, Mr.
Melendez learned through faith and
persistence to play guitar with his
feet. His band will join him onstage.

The trip will leave at 9 a.m. from
the Nazareth Center of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church, located at 1571 South

Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains,
with an anticipated return of ap-
proximately 7 p.m. The cost will be
$20 per student and $10 for adults
who might wish to accompany.
Lunch will be provided.

The deadline to reserve a spot is
Tuesday, February 23. To reserve a
spot or obtain more information,
call Matt Butler through the parish
office at (908) 889-2100, or e-mail
him at mihmyouthgroup@aol.com.

SERVICE DAY…Girl Scout Troop No. 40914 of Fanwood-Scotch Plains partici-
pated in the first annual Martin Luther King Day of Service in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood January 18. Six Juniors, one Cadette and three adult members donated
their time to projects benefiting U.S. troops, cancer patients, senior citizens and
autistic children. Pictured, troop members and leader Michelle Tropper display their
completed wheelchair bags that were donated to local nursing homes and Children’s
Specialized Hospital.
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Jewish Literature Series Set
To Begin at Local Libraries
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library and the Scotch Plains
Public Library will host a free, four-
part discussion series entitled “Let’s
Talk About It: Jewish Literature –
Identity and Imagination.”

This series will explore Jewish
literature and culture through
scholar-led discussion of contem-
porary and classic books on a com-
mon theme. The theme of the up-
coming sessions will be “Demons,
Golems, and Dybbuks: Monsters of
the Jewish Imagination.” All dis-
cussions will take place on Thurs-
days from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Eileen
Toplansky will be the discussion
leader.

The first book, “Satan In Goray”
by I.B. Singer, will be discussed
March 11 at the Fanwood Library.
“The Dybbuk” by S. Ansky will be
discussed April 8 at the Scotch
Plains Library. “The Puttermesser
Papers” by Cynthia Ozick will fol-
low on May 6 at the Fanwood Li-
brary, and the last discussion will
feature “Angels In America” by
Tony Kushner on June 3 at the
Scotch Plains Library.

“We are delighted, once again, to
bring the ‘Let’s Talk About It’ se-
ries to the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary, and to share this project with
the Scotch Plains Public Library,”
said Dan Weiss, director of the
Fanwood Library.

“With the success of the LTAI
program Modern Marvels: Jewish
Adventures in the Graphic Novel

last year, we realize the importance
of scholar-led book discussion in
our libraries, and how together, we
can offer this type of programming
to our patrons,” added Mr. Weiss.

Registration for “Demons,
Golems and Dybbuks: Monsters of
the Jewish Imagination” will begin
on Tuesday, February 16, at both
libraries. The Fanwood Memorial
Library is located at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue.

For more details about the dis-
cussion series or to register, visit
either library or call the Fanwood
Library at (908) 322-6400 or the
Scotch Plains Library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204. Informa-
tion and online registration also is
available at scotlib.org. Copies of
the books will be distributed on a
first-come, first-served basis, and
seating is limited.

CELEBRATE MARDI GRAS…The Willow Grove Presbyterian Church, lo-
cated at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, invites the community to its fourth
annual Mardi Gras Jazz Worship Service and Brunch beginning at 10 a.m. this
Sunday, February 14. The Dixie Mix Jazz Band will be featured. Band members,
pictured left to right, are: Doug Rollender on trombone, Hank D’Angelo on tenor
sax, Rod Anderson on clarinet and Alex Duane on bass. Reservations are
requested and may be made by calling (908) 232-5678 or by e-mail at
info@willowgrovechurch.org.

St. Paul’s Church to Present
Lenten Services and Events
WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Epis-

copal Church, located at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield, has an-
nounced its calendar of special
Lenten services and events. All are
welcome to each of these activities.

Stations of the Cross, a 15-minute
walk within the church’s nave, will
be conducted every Friday at noon
during Lent from February 19
through March 26. Morning Prayer
will continue to be said Monday
through Saturday at 9 a.m. in the
Chapel. Weekday Eucharists in-
clude a Wednesday 7 a.m. service

and a Thursday Healing Service and
Eucharist at 9:30 a.m., both of which
also will continue.

A special series of four Wednes-
day evening events during Lent will
include 6 p.m. Eucharists followed
by potluck suppers at 6:30 p.m. and
then special topics featured at 7
p.m. The theme for Lent 2010 will
be “God the Holy Spirit – Compas-
sion, Prayer, Wonder and Gift.”

Topics will include “Compassion:
An Evening with Haiti” on Febru-
ary 24; “Prayer – The Spirit Inter-
cedes” on March 3; “Wonder: Youth
Dinner and Special Magic Show”
on March 17 and “Gift: Evensong
in Celebration of the Annunciation”
on March 24, featuring the St. Paul’s
Choir performing in the church un-
der the direction of Charles M.
Banks. The Reverend Andrew C.
Hamersley, rector, will be the cel-
ebrant.

The March 17 supper also will
honor St. Patrick’s Day. The cost
for the special dinner and magic
show will be $5 per person or $20
per family. There will be no charge
for the other three programs. Regis-
tration is not required. For more
information on any of these events,
call (908) 232-8506, extension no.
10, or access stpaulswestfield.org.

St. Paul’s Lists Services
For Ash Wednesday

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church invites the public to wor-
ship at one of four Ash Wednesday
services that will begin the Lenten
season on February 17. The Imposi-
tion of Ashes will be included at all
four services.

Eucharists, at 7 a.m. and 12:10
p.m., will be held in the Chapel of
the Holy Spirit. A children’s service
will be featured at 3:30 p.m. The
fourth Eucharist will be celebrated
at 8 p.m. in the church with the St.
Paul’s Choir.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. For more information, call
(908) 232-8506 or visit
stpaulswestfield.org.

IHM Church Invites Public
To Series of Lenten Talks

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church will offer a series
of weekly Lenten talks on four suc-
cessive Thursday evenings begin-
ning February 25. They will take
place at 7:30 p.m. in the Main
Church, located at 1571 South
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Monsignor Sean Cunneen, pas-
tor, has assembled a group of local
scholars who will reflect on the
aspects of prayer, penance and sac-
rifice normally associated with the
Lenten journey toward Easter. All
of the presentations will last about
one hour and will be followed by
fellowship and light refreshments
in the downstairs auditorium.

Monsignor Cunneen will lead off
the series on February 25 with a medi-
tation on the “Jesus Prayer,” focusing
on its roots within the Eastern Ortho-
dox tradition and highlighting the
life-transforming aspects to be found
in one simple repetitive prayer.

Dr. Mary Beth Walsh, an adjunct
professor at Caldwell College, will
touch upon the practical relevance
of sainthood on March 4 as she
speaks on “Walking with the Saints
through Lent: Finding Meaning in
the Communion of Saints for Adult
Catholics Today.”

In his talk entitled “The Sacri-
fices We Make” on March 11, Seton
Hall Professor of Theology Rever-

end Lawrence Porter will take up
the tradition of Lenten sacrifice and
service throughout Church history,
the concept of the “priesthood of
the laity” and how an understand-
ing of “right sacrifice for the right
motives” can result in a religious
experience more constructive than
simply donating change and giving
up ice cream.

The series will conclude on March
18 with a presentation by the Rever-
end Stanley Gomes, spiritual direc-
tor of the College Seminary of Se-
ton Hall University and himself a
native of Bangladesh. His talk on
“Eastern Spirituality” will explore
the cross-influences that occurred
when the inward focus associated
with many Eastern faiths such as
Buddhism and Hinduism came into
contact with Portuguese missionar-
ies centuries ago.

These presentations are free and
open to all under the auspices of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Adult
Faith Formation Program. Ample
onsite parking is available. For ad-
ditional information, call the parish
office at (908) 889-2100 or visit the
parish website, ihmparish.net.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Pre-K-Gr. 2 Sunday School,
Communion Service to Start
WESTFIELD – The First United

Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street in Westfield, will offer
Sunday school for pre-kindergar-
ten through grade 2 during its 10:30
a.m. traditional worship service
starting on Sunday, February 21.

Additionally, a new weekly com-
munion service called “The Cup
Overflows” will coincide with Sun-
day school for grades 3 to 12 and for
adults at 9:15 a.m. beginning that
Sunday.

All children will begin worship
in the sanctuary with their families
at the 10:30 a.m. traditional ser-
vice. After the children’s sermon,
youngsters in pre-kindergarten
through second grade will leave for
Sunday school. Children and youth
in grades 3 to 12 are invited to stay

with their families for the remain-
der of the worship time.

Childcare for infants through sec-
ond grade will be available during the
9:15 a.m. service and childcare for
infants to three-year-olds will be pro-
vided during the 10:30 a.m. service.

The new 9:15 a.m. communion
service is being offered as a regular
remembrance of Jesus Christ’s first
feast and a reminder to attendees of
the connection they share with fol-
lowers of Jesus throughout the
world. The liturgies will focus on
global perspectives and awareness.

Coffee and fellowship time is
available from 10 to 10:30 a.m. on
Sundays. For further information,
call the First United Methodist
Church at (908) 233-4211 or visit
fumcwestfield.org.

Temple Invites Families
To Pray ’N Play Event
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of

Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites
families with children ages 4 and
under to an interactive Shabbat Pray
’N Play event on Saturday, Febru-
ary 20, featuring music, maracas,
puppets and parachutes.

The 30-minute service, led by Stu-
dent Cantor Vicky Glikin, will be-
gin at 10 a.m. and will be followed
by a free bagel brunch in the temple
playroom. Older siblings are wel-
come.

“This isn’t your ordinary
children’s service,” said Temple
Sholom Director of Education
Michelle Shapiro Abraham, who
came up with the idea for an inter-
active Shabbat program when her
own children were in pre-school.

“It’s like where Shabbat meets
Gymboree. The kids are encour-
aged to jump up, dance, sing and
play along,” she continued. “After-
wards, everyone gets a chance to
nosh and get to know one another
over bagels.”

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, at
the corner of Martine and LaGrande
Avenues in Fanwood. Its chapel is
around the corner off Marian Av-
enue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian Avenue
marked Temple Sholom. For more
information, call (908) 889-4900,
e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org or
visit sholomnj.org.

FRIENDLY DINNER…Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains held a Progressive
Dinner for its members on January 23. Sponsored jointly by the synagogue’s
Sisterhood and Member Relations Committee, the event brought together people in
both large and intimate settings, so that congregants could get to know one another
better. Congregants gathered at the synagogue for hors d’oeuvres and wine, split into
smaller groups for dinner at one of six randomly assigned homes, then reunited for
dessert at the home of hosts Ilyse and Len Garber. Pictured, left to right, are: Ilyse
Garber, Susan Menaker, Member Relations chairman; Rob Menaker, Sharon
Goldner and Rita Geller, Sisterhood Progressive Dinner co-chairmen.

Knights Blood Drive
Set For February 15

WESTFIELD – The Knights of
Columbus will hold their Winter
Blood Drive on Monday, February
15, from 1:30 to 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at the council hall, located at
2400 North Avenue on the Scotch
Plains/Westfield border.

Participants are asked to bring iden-
tification. For questions about eligi-
bility, call (800) 933-2566 or access
nybloodcenter.org.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Advantages Aren’t Just Academic… 
At the Rabbi Barry H. Greene Early Childhood Center we focus on each 
child — stimulating his or her natural sense of wonder to discover the  

joy of learning in a warm and supportive atmosphere.  Our individualized 
approach is achieved by regulating all activities to match the skill level  

of each child, increasing the level of complexity as each child  
gains competence, confidence and understanding. 

Programs for children, birth through Kindergarten are available. 
The enrollment process for the 2010-2011 school year has begun. 

Space is limited.    

To schedule a tour, contact Karen Blau  
973-379-3177 or kblau@tbj.org 

Winter, Summer, Spring & Fall, TBJ Has It All! 

It’s Easy to See... 
Camp TBJ is The Place to Be! 

We Specialize in Campers Ages 2, 3, 4 & 5! 
Our Equipment & Programming are Just the Right Size! 
Catch the TBJ Spirit at a Camp You Can 100% Trust! 
Skip the Bus!  Your Precious Cargo Belongs with Us! 

Situated on 22 Beautiful Acres  
Dynamic Programming For Children 14 Months — Kindergarten  

Staffed by Early Childhood Educators 
Child-Friendly Nutritious & Delicious Lunch Served Daily  

For information contact Camp Director Michele Feingold 
973-379-3177 or mfeingold@tbj.org 

Registered Nurse on Premises 
We Strive to be a Peanut & Tree Nut Free Environment 

The Rabbi Barry H. Greene Early Childhood Center 
1025 South Orange Avenue, Short Hills, NJ  07078  WWW.TBJ.ORG

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

St. Agnes School Reveals
Open House Event Dates

CLARK – Saint Agnes School, lo-
cated at 342 Madison Hill Road in
Clark, will hold Your First Choice
Open House events from 7 to 9 p.m. on
Wednesdays, February 17 and 24.

Enrolling students in pre-kinder-
garten through grade 8, St. Agnes
School is Middle States Accredited
and has been educating students for
almost 50 years. The school fea-
tures 30 brand-new computers with
Internet access for research; seven
Interactive Smart Boards; a large,
brand-new music and art classroom;
a new middle school wing with new
lockers; a foreign language program
for kindergarten through grade 8,
and a large, brand-new gymnasium
slated for construction in late spring
of this year.

Additionally, the school provides

more than one acre of land for rec-
reation; new playground equipment;
a very active Home and School As-
sociation; before- and aftercare; a
hot lunch program and competitive
tuition rates. For more information,
call (732) 381-0850.

Soles4Souls
TM

is making a real difference by providing  for those in need and you can help!

Donate shoes for a good cause
SHOE DRIVE FEBRUARY 8th - FEBRUARY 26th 2010

Visit the Westfield branch of Capital One Bank®
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section

 Pages 9-12

DOUGHER BANGS IN 20, HESS SCORES 20, NELSON 18

Raider Basketballers Shock
Blue Devil Hoop Boys, 57-54

MARKOWSKI HITS CAREER-HIGH 23 PTS, 11 BOARDS

Lady Blue Devils Settle Score;
Beat Raider Hoopsters, 45-36

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Blackout Day” may have had an
effect, but one thing was for sure, the
shooting of Pat Dougher and Doran
Nelson did, as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team shocked the visiting
Westfield Blue Devils, 57-54, on Feb-
ruary 4.

Donning black shirts, a large and
spirited Raider fan base roared and
chanted throughout the contest, per-
haps throwing the Blue Devils off
their game slightly.

“It helps a lot. They give us a lot of
energy to start the game,” Dougher
said of his fans in black shirts.

“That was a tremendous win. That
was by far the best game we played
this year. We played as a team,” Raider
Head Coach Dan Doherty said.

Another factor could have been
the Blue Devils’ defensive concen-
tration on Raider Chuck Oliver, who
had been an offensive terror the past
few games. The result was Dougher

and Nelson being given extra space
to exercise their outside shooting
prowess. Although the Blue Devils
controlled the boards, beginning with
a 6-0 run and winning the first quar-
ter, 14-12, Dougher, who finished
with a team-high 20 points, kept the
Raiders close by pumping in a pair
of 3-pointers and a pair of 2-point

jumpers.
“We were down 6-0 with a box in

one. Chuck did a fabulous job. Some
guys sulk and go, ‘I’m not going to be
able to score.’ He didn’t. He said,
‘OK! We got to get somebody hot.’
We got Patrick hot. That’s what beats
a box in one. If they go box in one, and

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sweet revenge came twice in a row
for the Westfield High School girls
basketball team. Just three days after
a 43-39 victory over the Linden Ti-
gers, who had defeated them earlier
in the season, the Blue Devils settled
another score by topping Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 45-36, in Westfield
on February 2.

Blue Devil senior guard Amanda
Markowski saw to it that the 4-10
Raiders had little comfort offensively
or defensively. Markowski pumped
in a career-high 23 points, which in-
cluded sinking seven of eight from
the free throw line.

Without a doubt, the 8-7 Blue Dev-
ils out-rebounded the Raiders. Senior
Diana Venezia, who finished with 13
points, including a 3-pointer, pulled
eight rebounds, junior Katie Ponce (2
points, 2 steals) had six rebounds and
Charlotte Lorentzen (1 point) grabbed
seven, but none matched Markowski,

who grabbed 11, including four of-
fensive.

“That’s because the other girls were
boxing out, and the little girls were
getting to the ball, especially when
they were covering Diana all over the
floor. They were trying to blanket her,
so we knew we had Amanda wide
open,” Blue Devil Head Coach Joe
Marino explained. “In the beginning,
we came out flat. We controlled them
in the second half. We knew we had to
do that. If we didn’t do that, we were
going to be in trouble.”

Freshman Taylor Sebolao (3 as-
sists) led the Raiders with 17 points,
including four 3-pointers, while pull-
ing eight rebounds. Junior point guard
Evie Klotz bucketed 8 points, includ-

ing a pair of 3-pointers, and added
four rebounds and two assists. Fresh-
man center Renee Oliver (2 steals)
scored 6 points, was 4-for-4 from the
line and had eight rebounds. Junior
guard Becca Kreyer had two assists,
two rebounds and hit a free throw.
Freshman Tara Sweeney sank 4 points
and had four rebounds.

While Markowski frustrated the
Raiders near mid court with five steals,
Venezia, who had two steals, frus-
trated them under the boards with
five blocked shots.

“Before I tore my ACL [anterior
cruciate ligament], I used to love
blocking. Right after I tore it, I didn’t
have the knack for it. This year, I feel
like it’s coming back a little bit. It’s
fun when you block,” Venezia said.

However, the Raiders caught the
Blue Devils’ defense on its heels in
the first quarter and banged in four 3-
pointers and a free throw to take a 13-
7 lead, but the tide changed drasti-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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WESTFIELD - Luxury custom built 3,800 SF home with many designer 
features is just 2 years young! This 4BR/3½BA home on 77x125 lot is loaded 
with ameni�es & elegance. Rear 2-car a�ached garage too!     $1,249,000

ONENE OOF TTHEHE TTOPOP 10 A10 AGENTSGENTS

IN CCOLDWELLOLDWELL BBANKERANKER

RESIDENTIAL BBROKERAGEROKERAGE’S
#1 O#1 OFFICEFFICE IIN TTHEHE

METROETRO NNEWEW YYORKORK AAREAREA!

WESTFIELD - New construc�on by Gialluisi Custom Homes! 3,600 SF of 
living space with 4BR/3½BA & finished basement on 75x145 lot. Conveniently 
situated to schools & downtown.        $799,000

WESTFIELD - CH colonial with 4BR/2½BA & finished basement on 
166x100 lot. New roof & windows, built-in pool & Home Warranty included. 
Walking distance to schools & park.         $789,000

WESTFIELD - New construc�on by Gialluisi Custom Homes! 5BR/3½BA 
with finished basement on 50x150 lot.  Total of 4 finished floors of living 
space on beau�ful, wide street.        $869,000

Probitas Verus Honos

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/SPF Girls Hoops
SPF/Westfield Boys Hoops

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO CUT HIM OFF AT THE PASS…Blue Devil Jaraad Rogers, No. 3, attempts to prevent Raider Chuck Oliver,
No. 11, from getting a good position for a shot.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A CRAMPED SITUATION…Blue Devil Diana Venezia, with ball, finds herself in a cramped situation under the basket
between Raider Becca Kreyer, No. 21, and Blue Devil Charlotte Lorentzen, No. 20.

Who DAT? – New Orleans Saints
2010 Super Bowl Champions
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Boys, Raider Girls
Get 2-3 in Sectional Track

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
placed third in the North Jersey (NJ),
Group 3, Section 2 meet, and the
Westfield High School boys placed
second in the NJ Group 4, Section2
meet at the Bennett Center in Toms
River on February 3 and 4, respec-
tively. The Raider boys placed sev-
enth with a total of 17 points and the
Blue Devil girls took eighth with an
8.5 total.

The Raider girls totaled 28 points,
behind Mendham with 67 points and
Morristown with 66 points. Raider
Kim Wenson took top honors in the
shot put with a shove of 34’10” and
teammate Osa Ebose placed fourth
with a push of 32’5”. Sarah Canfield
cleared 5’0” to win the high jump and
Erin Pierce crossed fourth in the
1,600-meters with a time of 5:26.49.

The Blue Devil boys had a total of
56.5, behind Franklin that finished
with 59 points. Dave Fishman cleared
12’6” to win the pole vault, and Rob
McKeon cleared 5’10” to win the
high jump, while Nick Polak tied for
fourth in the high jump with a height
of 5’6”. Senior Ryan Scrudato crossed
second in the 3,200 meters with a
time of 9:31.68 and Andrew Kirna
finished sixth with a time of 9:51.1.

Tyler Cusick finished second in the
800 meters with a time of 2:00.92,
and Zach Helfand crossed fourth in
the 55-meter hurdles with a time of
8.08. Jonathan Henry finished fourth
in the 400 meters at 51.83. Jhakyse
Williams took fifth in the 55-meter
dash at 6.73. Jack Leahy crossed sixth
in the 1,600 meters with a time of

4:34.28. The Blue Devils also placed
third in the 4x400 with a time of
3:30.54.

Lamar Parkes gave the Raider boys
a fourth placed in the 55-meter hurdles
with a time of 8.17. He also finished
sixth in the high jump with a height of
5’4”.Dave Kreps took fifth in the shot
put with a shove of 43’6”. Brandon
Wheeler crossed sixth in the 3,200
with a time of 9:52.42. The Raiders
also placed sixth in the 4x400 with a
time of 3:37.31.

Blue Devil Clair Stevens-Haas
took second in the pole vault with a
height of 9’0”, and Alex Hawkins
tied for sixth in the high jump with a
height of 4’8”.

Blue Devil JVs Win
UCT Mat Crown

The Westfield High School jun-
ior varsity wrestling team won the
Union County JV Championship
held at David Brearley High School
in Kenilworth on January 31. Ellis
Opoku won the 140-lb. title, Brian
Bulger won the 145-lb. title, Kieran
Cline won the 171-lbs. crown and
Tom Snyder won the 215-lb. crown.

Kevin Castillo placed second at
130 lbs., as did Mike DeLouisa at
152 lbs. and Ross Workman at 160
lbs. Austin Slifer placed third at
103 lbs., Pat Currie took third at
112 lbs. and Kyle Kania placed
third at heavyweight. Jey Yingling
took fourth at 135 lbs. and Luke
Gibbons took fourth at 189 lbs.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

COLONIAL

Westfield. Architectural Integrity & Detailed Craftsmanship! This 4,000 sq. ft. CHC
to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano is located in Westfield’s “Indian Forest”.
Offering 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths. Amenities include: oak hardwood floors, Formal LR,
banquet size DR, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kit that opens to the
Great Room w/fireplace & custom built-ins. The spacious MBR Suite w/fireplace, walk-
in closets & luxurious bath along w/Finished Basement & walk-up attic.

CUSTOM COLONIAL BUILT BY D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

Westfield. New 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Energy Star constructed Custom Colonial
featuring inviting mahogany front porch and beautiful architectural details throughout.
Gourmet Eat-In-Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite with
fireplace, Master Bath with jetted tub and stall shower, 2nd floor laundry room, Central
Air and 2 car built-in garage are just some of the amenities of this home.

Scotch Plains. Unique, custom contemporary. Quality-built w/attention to detail;
gourmet kitchen; 2-story stone dual gas FP; custom lighting throughout; Great Room w/
BI entertainment system w/surround sound. Panoramic views. Private MBR suite;
Custom wine cellar, workshop, 1,800 sq ft deck w/gas grill. Professionally landscaped with
exterior illumination. Located in the Watchung Mountain Reservation. Vista views of
New York in winter months. Perfect for entertaining.

CONTEMPORARY

Scotch Plains. This 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Ranch, on .9 acre of beautifully landscaped
property, is situated on a cul de sac. Drive up the circular driveway and walk into the entry
foyer with a skylight. Large living room with cathedral ceiling & fireplace, Formal Dining
Room and Family Room with wood burning fireplace which steps down to a sunroom with
2 skylights and many windows. The updated kitchen leads to the patio and heated in
ground pool and a park-like backyard.

RANCH CUSTOM COLONIAL AT ROLLING HILLS ESTATE

Scotch Plains. Wonderful 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Custom built Colonial on a cul-de-sac.
Eat-In-Kitchen with Center Island Granite counters, Central Air Conditioning - 2 Zone,
Jacuzzi tub and shower in Master bath, solid oak hardwood floors, gas fireplaces in Family
Room and Master Bedroom, In-Law Suite with a Bedroom and Full Bath, open staircase
to attic, built-in 3 car garage, sits on 1.1 acres.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very
deep properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder
and customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths prestigious
Center Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa
like retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few
of the many appointments included in this gem.

MEMORY LANE…The 1960-1961 Westfield High School wrestling team. Pic-
tured, from left to right, are: Doug Wight, Joe Petrucione, Ken Cornell, Art
Jennings, Charles Mannino, capt. Ron Viglianti, Jay Benedetti, Bob Adelaar,
Dave Morash and Pete Braun. Missing from the photo: Steve Petrucione, Chuck
Stiefken and Pat Kennedy. See “What ever happened to ... ?”

Courtesy of Charlie Mannino for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mudturtles Reported
In Vicinity of Houlihan

Devil of the Week
Amanda Markowski

Basketball

If rugby ever becomes a varsity sport
in New Jersey high schools, Westfield
would likely be among the first schools
to pick up the sport.

The Union County Mudturtles –
comprised of under-19, under-15 and
under-13 teams in both boys and girls,
with a majority of its players coming
from in-town – are currently practic-
ing three times a week at Houilhan
Field: Sunday afternoons at 1, and
Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 6.

“Even in this cold weather we’ve
had over 50 boys and girls out there
pretty consistently,” said Paul
Harbaugh (WHS, ’80), one of the
team’s coaches and organizers. “It’s
really becoming more mainstream.”

The Mudturtles will be hosting
“Rugby in Westfield” again this year,
on April 11, with teams from around
the area participating in a full day of
matches at Kehler Stadium.

The Mudturtles are also much in-
volved in helping charities, having
contributed quite a bit to the Wil Kehler
Fund, and recently purchasing their
second wheelchair for the Children’s
Specialized Hospital in Mountainside.

“The new one is a racer. We call it
‘Mudturtle 1,’ ” Harbaugh said.

While there are kids from many
surrounding towns, about three-quar-
ters of the players on the U19 boys and
U19 girls teams are from Westfield,
including:

Boys: Pat Bergin, Danny Bigelow,
Rusty Browning, Jorge Cuisana, Brett
DeNicola, Nick DePalma, Brandon
Dietz, Thomas Edwards, Chris Fantini,
Chris Jimenez, Willie Johnson, Bryan
Jung, Peter Lovito, Joe Ondi, Jerry
Schuman, Geoffrey Scognamiglio,
Mike Sheehan, Malcolm Spurlock,
Matt Weissglass, and Mitch Young.

Girls: Jane Braun, Hannah
deKoning-Teasdale, Brittany
DeNicola, Catherine Filipkowski,
Caroline Frankola, Brittany Graham,
Allison and Rachel Harth, Brianna
Hurtt, Barrie Knapp, Zoe Korunow,
Colleen McCabe, Amelia Morabito,
Megan Mulrooney, Kayla Nies, Fallon
O’Connor, Tara Sciortino, Elisabeth
Sulmont, and Micky Tropcana.

“Things are going well,” said
Harbaugh, who recommends anyone
interested in more information about
the team go to its website,
www.mudturtlerugby.net, or contact
U19 coach Lex Maccubbin at
lexmaccubbin@yahoo.com.

WRESTLING UPDATE
The WHS wrestlers captured the

Union County Junior Varsity Tourna-
ment two weeks ago, with 11 wres-
tlers reaching the semifinals, seven

competing in the finals and four tak-
ing home gold medals.

Finishing first: Ellis Opoku (140),
Brian Bulger (145), Kieran Cline (171)
and Tom Snyder (215).

Finishing second: Kevin Castillo
(130), Mike DeLouisa (152) and Ross
Workman (160).

Finishing third: Pat Currie (112),
Luke Gibbons (189) and heavyweight
Kyle Kania.

Finishing fourth: Jey Yengling (135).
With the corps of this year’s squad

returning – only Ryan Jennings and
Brian Henry are seniors – the future is
bright.

The wrestlers posted a 49-18 win
over Piscataway last week, the same
team that got into the sectional tourna-
ment as the sixth seed, ahead of WHS.
Best of all, WHS filled all 14 weights,
and won 10 of them. In the highlight
bout, Christian Barber took on the
Chiefs’ tough David Powell at 140 and
won a 2-1 decision. Pins by Ellis
Opuku, Brian Henry and Kyle Kania
were highlights.

SWIM UPDATE
The Union County Junior Varsity

meet was held last week at Plainfield,
and WHS did quite well.

Winning individual races for the
girls were: Em Smith (200 free),
Lauren Hughes (200 IM, 500 free),
Becky Zhang (50 free, 100 free),
Catherine Kerr (100 fly, 100 breast),
and Michaela Cavanaugh (100 back).
WHS also won two relays with Zhang,
Mady Cannone, Alex Kapadia and
Cavanaugh taking the medley, and
Smith, Kyla Gargiulo, Hughes and
Leslie Holt capturing the 200 free.

For the boys, individual winners
were sophomores Ryan Hobson (200
free, 500 free) and Matt Trinkle (100
fly).

The WHS swim teams will be in
action today as the State Team Tour-
nament kicks off. The two-time de-
fending (and 22-time overall) state
champion boys team will host South
Brunswick . The girls, who have won
11 state crowns, will face East
Brunswick.

The sectional semifinals are Mon-
day, Feb. 15 … with the sectional
finals – and a likely Westfield vs.
Bridgewater-Raritan doubleheader –
next Thursday, February 18, at the
new Raritan Bay YMCA facility in
Perth Amboy.

The state semifinals are Tuesday,
February 23, at a site to be determined,
and the state finals Sunday, Feb. 28, at
the College of New Jersey.

North 2 Public A boys is arguably
the toughest section in the state, with

No. 4 Westfield, No. 7 Bridgewater-
Raritan, No. 10 Montgomery and No.
12 Hunterdon Central the top four
Public A teams in the state rankings.
And unranked Hillsborough, also in
the section, would be a probable win-
ner in any of the other three sections.

Public A is also tough on the girls
side, with No. 2 WHS, No. 3 (and
defending state champion) West
Windsor-Plainsboro South and No. 4
Bridgewater-Raritan all in the mix.

The SP-F boys, seeking their first
state title, open in North 2 Public B
against West Morris. The Raider girls
will face Gov. Livingston in their
opener.
WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO …

… the 1961 wrestling team?
The team went 11-1 under coach

Gary Kehler, losing to 23-21 to
Plainfield and defeating SP-F 31-18.
It finished second in the District 7
Tournament, with Doug Wight and
Ken Cornell capturing district titles.

Team members included Doug
Wight (14-1 at 98), Joe Petrucione (9-
3-2, 106), Steve Petrucione (6-5-2,
115), Ken Cornell (14-3, 123), Chuck
Stiefken (4-3, 130), Art Jennings (6-1,
136), Pat Kennedy (2-5, 136), Charles
Mannino (3-8-1, 141), capt. Ron
Viglianti (10-2-1, 148), Jay Benedetti
(10-2-1, 157), Bob Adelaar (13-2, 168),
Dave Morash (3-8-1, 178) and Pete
Braun (6-4, heavyweight). Other var-
sity wrestlers that year were: Barry
Fritz (1-2-1, 130), Frank Mancuso (0-
3, 130), Bruce Sargent (0-3, heavy-
weight) and Bill Tomlinson (0-1, 178).

Here’s what we were able to find, as
far as “What ever happened to … ”:

98, Doug Wight: unknown
106, Joe Petrucione, owner, Thor-

oughbred Enterprises; lives in Fort
Lee.

115, Steve Petrucione, semi-retired
English teacher; lives in Kobe, Japan.

123, Ken Cornell: unknown
130, Chuck Stiefken, vice-president,

California Pacific Casualty Adjusters;
lives in San Bernardino, Calif.

136, Pat Kennedy, retired lieuten-
ant, Scotch Plains Police; lives in
Fanwood.

136, Art Jennings: unknown
141, Charles Mannino, retired

owner, Action Tire Specials, Lodi; lives
in Westfield and Jupiter, Fla.

148, captain Ron Viglianti, dis-
patcher, Mountainside Police; lives in
Westfield.

157, Jay Benedetti: Retired Cap-
tain, United Airlines; lives in Naples,
Fla.

168, Bob Adelaar, MD, chairman of
Orthopedic Surgery, Medical College

of Virginia; lives in Richmond, Va.
178, Dave Morash: CFO ISE Corp.,

San Diego, Calif.; lives in Del Mar,
Calif.

Hvy Pete Braun, part-time consult-
ant and retired stockbroker, Bear
Stearns, Inc.; lives in New York City.

IN THE GENES
Matt Meusel had 16 points – includ-

ing an amazing 12 of 12 from the foul
line – recently to help the Westfield
Blue A travel basketball team to a 48-
28 victory over Ridge.

Meusel, a fourth grader, is the son of
Bob Meusel and WHS graduate Kim
Dickey (’91) Schumacher. While at
WHS, Kim was a member of the track
team (shot, discus, javelin) and was
the “Blue Devil” at football games
during her junior and senior years.

The Blue A’s are coached by town
resident Gary Knapp, a four-year
letterman at Princeton University and
co-captain of the Tigers’ 1983 Ivy
League champions.

CHANGING OF THE GUARD
New Governor Chris Christie has

turned to some former Westfield ath-
letes to help his administration get off
on the correct foot. All-state football
player Bret Schundler (WHS, ’77) will
be his commissioner of education,
standout swimmer Rich Bagger (’78)
is Christie’s choice for chief of staff,
and wrestler Daryl Brewster (’75)
served on Christie’s transition com-
mittee for “Growth and Economic
Development.”

Christie, by the way, played catcher
at Livingston High School under coach
Tony Hope, who played his high school
ball in the ’40s at Newark Central with
Bob Brewster Sr.

Also named to a position in the
Christie cabinet was Glenn Rieth, the
Adjutant General of New Jersey. Rieth
was an all-state quarterback for
Livingston in 1975. And, to complete
the irony, his father, Ken, replaced
Brewster as Newark Central’s half-
back in the late ’40s.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Westfield Subs (261 South Av-
enue East) is Amanda Markowski. The
senior had 23 points and a no-look,
bounce-pass assist that was the play of
the game in a 45-36 basketball victory
over SP-F. She followed that with a
13-point, 10-steal effort in a victory
over Rahway.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!
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Raider Cagers Shock Blue Devil Boys, 57-54
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

BRADY DEFEATS TROUTMAN, MARKOVITCH TECHS

Ravenous Cougar Wrestlers
Feast on N.P. Pioneers, 53-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Boasting a 10-1 record and a third
seed for the upcoming Group 1 sec-
tional tournament, the New Provi-
dence Pioneers were still quite aware
that everything had to go their way if
they wanted to pull off an upset of the
Cranford High School wrestling team
on Senior Night in Cranford on Feb-
ruary 3. Instead, the ravenous Cougar
matmen feasted on the Pioneers, rip-
ping off 12 victories in the 14 weight
classes to seize a 53-9 win.

Although the nibbling began in the
145-lb class with Cougar Eric Knight
notching a double-leg takedown and
a pair of tilts to claim a 6-2 decision
over Dan Umana, the biggest feasting
came in the heavyweight class. Cou-
gar Joe Brady had a score to settle
with Zach Troutman, who pulled off

a shocking, four-overtime, tiebreaker
upset of him for the Union County
Tournament (UCT) title.

“It woke me up,” said Brady, who
was ranked seventh in the state prior
to that bout. “It put a little fire in my
belly for the season. The same thing
happened last year, when I lost (in the
NJSIAA tournament). I kept practic-

ing and thinking about it. I was like a
madman in the room.”

In the UCT, Brady, known for his
furious double-leg tackle takedown,
had no luck getting under the cautious
Troutman, so a new strategy was
needed. Brady kept jostling Troutman
from side to side to throw him out of
his stance. Trailing 1-0 entering the
third period, Brady escaped and fol-
lowed with a semi throw-by takedown.
Troutman escaped but Brady added an
alert spin-behind takedown then let
Troutman escape with seconds remain-
ing to grab a 5-3 victory.

“It was going out there and wres-
tling my match. I knew I couldn’t tie
up with him, because that’s how he got
me in the county finals. He stalled his
way through it,” Brady said. “I said [to
myself], ‘live in the moment! Being
our last [home] match! Big crowd!

Get pumped up and get it going!’ I kept
taking more shots. Kept working, kept
going, and it worked out. I am back in
the chase for regions. Hopefully, I will
get ranked again.”

“We changed the strategy, because
we knew last time he was just hang-
ing on him and stalling. That was part
of the strategy, was taking him out of

his stance,” Cougar Head Coach
Darren Torsone explained. “He’s got
good balance and a good stance, so
we had to take him out of that and
score.”

Brady’s road to get back in the top-
eight ranking, however, would be a
rough one.

“Saturday [February 6] he has the
West Orange kid [Emil Betancor],
who is ranked third in the state. He is
looking forward to that match, but
this match, in particular, he was look-
ing forward to,” coach Torsone said.

At 152 lbs, Cougar Connor
Londregan scored his second
takedown with five seconds remain-
ing to claim a 4-2 decision over Hans
Dassen, then J.P. Christiano scored a
takedown, a reversal and a penalty
point to beat Max Sidoli, 5-0, to
make the team score, 9-0. Jon

D’Amico got the Pioneers on the
scoreboard when he pinned Chris
Keim with an arm bar, walkover ma-
neuver in 3:08.

A wild and confusing bout came at
189 lbs when Errol Petgrave got a
much-needed two-point cradle
nearfall and squeaked a 6-5 victory

they don’t think the other guys can
score, Patrick sank those threes, got
them right out of it,” coach Doherty
said.

Nelson, who finished with 18 points,
including two 3-pointers, came on
strong in the second and third quarters,
hitting 7 points in each quarter.

“That was his best game of the
year. His senior year is coming to a
close,” coach Doherty said of Nelson.
“Once he hit the first one [3-pointer],
I said, ‘No problem! Once you are
feeling it, take it easy.’ He did a good
job defensively, rebounding and he
hit a couple of jumpers.”

Oliver, who finished with 11 points,
including a 3-pointer, and three re-
bounds, became the primary dish man
with six assists. Raider Matt Jegede
finished with 6 points, seven rebounds
and a blocked shot, and Alfredo Pawid
contributed three rebounds and 2
points.

The 5-12 Raiders concentrated on
harnessing the offensive drive of Blue
Devil junior forward Ryan Hess and
the ominous presence of senior cen-
ter Pat Sabatino. Hess bucketed six of
his 20 points in the first quarter, and
finished with six rebounds, a steal
and four assists. Sabatino pulled seven
boards, scored six of his 14 points in

the fourth quarter, made two blocked
shots and committed an act of theft.
Senior guard Max Fusaro contrib-
uted two points and an assist.

Due to Nelson’s strong shooting,
the Raiders held an 11-4 lead in the
second quarter until Blue Devil Joe
Kasmarsky (5 points) banged a 3-
pointer to make the score 23-21 Raid-
ers at the half. Blue Devil Hugo
Nolasco (2 assists) sank all five of his
points and Kasmarsky hit his second
3-pointer, but the Raiders kept one
step ahead and won the third quarter,
19-17.

Dougher’s third 3-pointer, Nelson’s
jumper and Oliver’s 3-pointer out-
shown Sabatino’s two lay-ups early
in the fourth quarter to stretch the
Raiders’ lead to 50-42. Hess and
Jaraad Rogers (4 assists, 3 rebounds,
5 points) brought the Raiders’ lead
back to four with 3:45 remaining.
With 1:09 remaining, the Blue Devils
had a chance to pinch the Raiders’

lead to two, but Hess missed his short
jumper, the ball was tipped out of
bounds, and the Raiders got posses-
sion. With 2.7 seconds left, Hess hit a
pair of free throws, and the Blue Dev-
ils quickly fouled Dougher, who went
to the line and hit one of two free
throws to end the game.

“We were getting good possessions
every time. When we got the lead, we
didn’t want to come up and pressure
them, so we backed off and let them
run their stuff,” coach Doherty said.
“Down here we wanted to get the ball
into the hands of Chuck and Pat.”

“It was very big for us to get the
threes [3-point shots], because we
have been struggling lately, and to
come out there and start hitting them
was very important,” Dougher said.
“It’s the greatest feeling. The energy.
Everyone in this stadium is pumped
up. We just love this game.”
Westfield 14   7 17 16 54
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 12 11 19 15 57

Rahway Cagers Beat
Raider Boys, 55-48

The Rahway High School boys bas-
ketball team defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 55-48, in the opening show-
down of the John “Butch” Kowal
Games in Rahway on February 6.
Charles Oliver sank 21 points, in-
cluding four 3-pointers, to lead the 5-
13 Raiders.

Raider Pat Dougher bucketed 13
points, including three 3-pointers,
while Matt Jegede and Doran Nelson
each scored 5 points. Jamal LaDuna,
Giovanni Smith and Hakeem
Kornegay each put in 11 points for
the 8-8 Indians.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15   7 15 11 48
Rahway 12   9 17 17 55

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Card. McCarrick Nips
Devil Cagers, 52-50

The Cardinal McCarrick High
School boys basketball team nipped
Westfield, 52-52, when Jeremy Cruz
buried a 3-pointer with seconds re-
maining in overtime at the John
“Butch” Kowal Games in Rahway on
February 6.

Ryan Hess led the 7-9 Blue Devils
with 17 points. Pat Sabatino put up 12
points and Jaraad Rogers sank 10
points. Joe Kasmarsky put in 5 points,
including a 3-pointer. Dana Raynor
had 22 points, including four 3-point-
ers, for Cardinal McCarrick.
C. McCarrick   9 18 14   5 6 52
Westfield   8 13 18   7 4 50

Discover the meaning of "Home Sweet Home" when you enter the front door of this warm 
and inviting four bedroom, two and one half bath Scotch Plains Colonial. Relax in the sun-
filled living room or entertain graciously in the formal dining room with French doors that 
open to a fabulous deck. The updated eat-in kitchen flows into the adjoining family room 
where you’ll be charmed by the wood-burning fireplace and built-ins. The master bedroom  
boasts a private bath and a walk-in closet. Three additional bedrooms, along with the 
main bath provide ample space for all and complete the second floor. Other highlights in-
clude a first floor laundry, basement rec room, sizable deck and a beautiful park-like prop-
erty that is close to town, train, and schools.  Presented for $650,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

   

 Mary Ellen O’Boyle                        Kathy Gouldey
Broker Associate                                   Sales Associate 
 908-233-5347, Direct                                     908-518-3774, Direct 
GUCAR President 2003—2004                              908-963-3363, Cellular

     Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

   908-233-6417, Direct  
     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

803 Cedar Terrace                      Westfield, NJ 
Located in the The Gardens, this Center Hall Colonial charms you with hardwood floors, 
French doors, two staircases, and an endearing laundry chute. The foyer grants entrée to 
the sumptuous living room and the formal dining room. Abundant sunshine warms the of-
fice/den and the family room which opens to the kitchen. Updated, the eat-in kitchen has 
stainless steel appliances, and access to the patio. The master bedroom with updated bath, 
three more bedrooms, and another updated bath welcomes all. The 3rd  floor has two more 
bedrooms and a third full bath. A lovely property and an unsurpassed location enhance the 
allure of this rare treasure. Presented for $1,795,000.  Dir: Hillside to Cedar Terrace

Westfield Office ·600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Public Open House Sunday, February 14th 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THE NEARFALL COUNT…Cranford Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, top, looks at the ref’s fingers to see if he
is going to get a three-point nearfall count on Pioneer Harry Laplanche in the 140-lb bout on February 3. DiGiovanni pinned
Laplanche with a front double grapevine in 4:34.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE…Blue Devil guard Max Fusaro, right, tries to figure out a way to get around
Raider Denzel Clark, No. 20, on February 4.

Patricia O’Connor
• Greater Union County Association of Realtors, Director

• Westfield, Scotch Plains and Cranford Specialist

• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses

• Short Sale, Foreclosure & Seniors Real Estate Specialist

If you are interested in a complimentary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / (908) 654-6560, x 120
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
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Patricia O’Connor
2009 Top Producer

Invite Patty in, and she’ll bring results!
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Ravenous Cougar Wrestlers
Feast on N.P. Pioneers, 53-9

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Lady Blue Devils Settle Score;
Beat Raider Hoopsters, 45-36

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

cally in the second quarter and for the
remainder of the game when
Markowski, Ponce and Danielle
Miller (4 points, 2 rebounds, steal)
found success dishing out the assists.
Markowski and Ponce each finished
with four assists.

“When one person has a tough time,
everybody picks it up. If I am having
an off day, there’s Amanda, Ponce.
Everybody steps it up. It’s nice to
have that feeling that your team steps
up,” Venezia said. “It’s a lot of fun
playing with them. Now that it’s fur-
ther into the season, we are getting
more comfortable with each other.
That makes us more smooth.”

Not only did Markowski have suc-
cess from the charity line, but also as
a team the Blue Devils finished 14-
for-18 (78 percent) from the line.

Venezia went 6-for-8.
“We shot very well from the line,

for sure,” commented coach Marino.
The victory extended the Blue Dev-

ils’ streak to six wins in the last eight
games and it became the first time
they climbed over the .500 mark this
season.

“It’s nice that we now have a win-
ning record. We have just been build-
ing. In the beginning, obviously, it
was frustrating, but we had to refo-
cus. We worked on our defense, and
the past few games we came out stron-
ger,” Venezia said.

“We are 8-7 now. We have Rahway
on Thursday. We got Elizabeth on
Saturday. We are chipping away,”
coach Marino said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13   2 11 10 36
Westfield   7 13 15 10 45

WF ‘Y’ Swim Girls Defeat
Raritan Valley ‘Y’, 113-95

The Westfield “Y” Girls A swim
team defeated the Raritan Valley “Y”
team, 113-95, on January 23 to finish
its season, 4-1. Five seniors com-
peted in their final “Y” dual meet.
Meredith Smith, a 10-season mem-
ber, will attend the College of Charles-
ton next fall. Suzanne Lemberg will
attend Emory University. Elaine
Anderson, Emily Budnick and Kelsey
Wilson have been with the team for
10, seven and six years, respectively.

8U – Jenna Daniel won the 25-
breast and 25-fly. Amanda Pyle
touched first in the 25-back and third
in the 25-breast. Jillian Hitzel fin-
ished second in the 50-free and 25-
back, while Jillian DeBenedetto
touched third in the 25-fly. Amy
Hitzel, Daniel, Pyle and DeBenedetto
won the 100-medley relay.

9-10 – Shannon Pyle won the 50-
breast and the 50-back. Muriel
Maloney (100-free) and Jessica
Trinkle (50-fly) touched first. Emily
Oster placed second in the 100-free
and 50-back, while Devin Tibbals

(100IM) and Emma Reilly (100-free)
took third. Reilly, Pyle, Trinkle and
Oster won the 200-medley relay.

11-12 – Courtney Day finished sec-
ond in the 50-fly and 200-IM, while
Caroline Basil placed first in the 100-
free and third in the 50-fly. Emma
Phillips touched second in the 50-
back. Meredith Bagger (50-back),
Gwyn Devin (50-breast) and Audrey
Picut (100-free) took third. Katherine
Duffy, Elise Morano, Day and Basil
won the 200-medley relay.

13-14 – Caitlin Carroll (200-free)
and Erika Daniel (100-back) touched
first. Becky Zhang (200-free) and
Catherine Kerr (100-breast) placed
second. Audrey Bangs, Daniel, Carly
Whitmer and Carroll won the 200-
medley relay.

15-18 – Suzanne Lemberg won the
200-free. Meredith Smith won the
100-back and took second in the 200-
free. Summer Thomas placed second
in the 200-IM. Smith, Abby Pires,
Lemberg and Thomas won the 200-
medley relay.

over Pioneer Ben Carroll. There was
not doubt about the outcome of the
215-lb bout, however, when Cougar
Julian Campo clamped Andrew Tullo
with a cradle in 3:50.

Cougar Diego Castro amassed four
takedowns, one was a throw to a three-
point nearfall, to defeat Adiel Lazaro,
12-7, at 103 lbs. At 112 lbs, Pioneer
Tim Terrezza racked up four
takedowns and a penalty point to claim
a 9-4 decision over Ian Henry. After
Joe Giaccio received a forfeit at 119
lbs, a pumped up Brian Buontempo
took Pioneer Dan Smith to the mat
and settled him with a cradle in 41
seconds at 125 lbs.

Next came Cougar Kyle
Markovitch, who was competing in
his fifth straight bout after spending
the first portion of the season healing
from a broken wrist. After getting a
backdoor takedown, he added a grape-
vine, arm pulled three-point tilt in the
first period of his bout with Steve
Sharpe at 130 lbs. In the second pe-
riod, Markovitch performed a shoul-
der roll elevator reversal and added
another grapevine, arm pull tilt. In
the third period, he had a takedown
and added a pair of two-on-one tilts to
seize a 16-0, technical fall in 5:51.

“He was a little tough to pin, but I
racked up the points before I attempted
to pin,” explained Markovitch. “I am
a little bit rusty, but I feel that I have
the wind to go six minutes.”

“Kyle is great on top. He’s got
some great tilts, and he is great with
legs. Once he gets on top, he is tough
to beat,” coach Torsone said. “Kyle
has been looking better in every prac-
tice and every match. He has been
working hard, not only in the wres-
tling room, but on his own to get back,
because he knows he’s got to do some
extra to get back in shape. We are
happy with where he is at right now.”

“The whole time I was out, I have
been running and trying to stay in as
good shape as I could, so I feel like
I’m doing good,” Markovitch said.

Cougar Carmine Pellino took his
135-lb bout with Vin Sidoli seriously
when he took him to the mat with a
barrel roll and pinned him with a half
nelson in 1:13 to give the 16-4 Cou-
gars a 47-9 lead. Matt DiGiovanni
added a heap of icing when he used a
switch reversal and a pair of tilts be-
fore pinning Pioneer Harry Laplanche
with a front double grapevine in 4:34.
145: Knight (C) d Umana, 6-2
152: Londregan (C) d Dassen, 4-2
160: Christiano (C) d Sidoli, 5-0
171: D’Amico (NP) p Keim, 3:08
189: Petgrave (C) d Carroll, 6-5
215: Campo (C) p Tullo, 3:50
285: Brady (C) d Troutman, 5-3
103: Castro (C) d Lazaro, 12-7
112: Terrezza (NP) d Henry, 9-4
119: Giaccio (C) won forfeit
125: Buontempo (C) p Smith, :41
130: Markovitch (C) tf Sharpe, 16-0, 5:51
135: Pellino (C) p Sidoli, 1:13
140: DiGiovanni (C) p Laplanche, 4:34

Little Raiders Defeat
Linden, Westfield

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Park/
Terrill Middle School wrestling team
defeated Linden, 23-18, on February
2 and Westfield, 27-12, on February 4
to improve to 11-0.
SPF 23, LINDEN 18
Jawan Jones (L) d JT Bierne, 7-4
Brian Lapham (S) tf Gabriel Magalhaes,
17-0
Mike Lettieri (S) p Erick Coronal, :24
Tyler Kovacs (S) p Tomas Clemente, 3:01
Dom Natale (S) p Maslin Pierre, 1:46
Diego Ataca (L) p Matt Ridge, 2:59
Bryan Valencia (L) d Alex Mirabella, 6-0
Derrick Hendricks (L) p Sam McQuoid, 1:10

SPF 27, WESTFIELD 12
Steve Bonsall (W) p Will Hochman, 2:20
Vince DiFilippo (W) d Bierne, 7-6
Lapham (S) d Nick Valez, 8-1
Lettieri (S) p John Fuller, 1:25
Natale (S) p Matt Barber, :46
Ridge (S) p Kevin Frego, 1:30
Colin Studwell (W) d Mirabella, 7-2
McQuoid (S) p Cotter Spurlock, :38

Niki Fry
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market analysis or just in knowing market
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Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUARDING A HOT SHOOTER…Raider Evie Klotz, center, tries to guard Blue
Devil Amanda Markowski, No. 22, who finished with a game-high 23 points.

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield-West • 600 North Avenue • 908-233-0065

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 866-835-4557

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for more information

Homebuyer Tax Credit
Opportunity is Knocking

*Certain income, purchase price limits, and primary resident rules may apply.

• Extended until April 30, 2010,

 close by June 30, 2010.

• Expanded to include buyers

 who have owned their current 

 home at least 5 years;  

 eligible for tax credit of up to

$6,500*.

• Continues to apply to fi rst-

time homebuyers or anyone

 who hasn’t owned a home in

 the last three years; eligible

 for tax credit of up to

 $8,000*.

Follow us on Twitter @ cbwestfield
Become a fan on Facebook @ Coldwell Banker Westfield NJ

CRANFORD $445,000
NEW LISTING! Great Locn! Ranch w/easy one-flr living
w/lots of space. 4BR 2 full BA on quiet street in desirable
neighborhood. Close to all.
MLS: 2743464 908-233-0065

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,330,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION! Custom Colonial in new 10-
lot subdivision on cul-de-sac, 6BR 5.1BA 3-car garages and
3-car width driveway. Convenient location.
MLS: 2500277 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $639,000
NEW PRICE! Spacious 4BR 3.1BA Colonial nestled on
nearly an acre of parklike prop. Path to covered footbridge
leads to historical Frazee House.
MLS: 2697897 908-233-0065

CRANFORD $529,000
NEW LISTING! Spac. Split w/entry foyer, oak flrs under
carpet, excellent storage & closets; MBR w/fullBA. Nearly
1/4 acre lot. DIR: Springfield to Princeton.
MLS: 2744073 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $599,000
NEW LISTING! Beautiful & spac. Parkwood Split. For-
mal LR w/raised hearth fplc, updt Eat-in Kit, 4 lrg BR. Home
is great for formal entertaining Close to all.
MLS: 2743344 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $819,900
Classic 4BR 3.1BA CH Col. on quiet cul-de-sac. Spac rms
thruout. Lrg Kit w/center island & eat-in area. Great flow
for entertaining. Exceptionally lrg MBR w/sitting area.
MLS: 2713497 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $649,900
Totally renovated 4BR 2.1BA home within 1 mile of schls.
New kit & baths, wndws, siding, CAC, elec, plumb & much
more. Lrg Master w/wi-closet & fBA.
MLS: 2744008 908-233-0065

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 2/14 1-4PM  16 Princeton Road

Raider Boys, Girls Top
Ridgewood Swimmers
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys and girls swim team
defeated Ridgewood with respective,
107-63, 93-77, scores on February 4.
Boys: SPF 107, Ridgewood 63
200 medley relay: S (Dan Pesin, Greg
Baliko, Mike Napolitano, Joe Dunn)
1:44.32
200 free: M. Napolitano (S) 1:53.91
200 IM: Baliko (S) 2:06.05
50 free: Mike Henkels (S) 24.05
100 fly: Austin Taylor (R) 54.8
100 free: Dan Napolitano (S) 51.01
500 free: Tim Healy (R) 5:00.94
200 free relay: S (D. Napolitano, Mike
Rizzo, Jason Schaub, Baliko) 1:37.21
100 back: Taylor (R) 56.8
100 breast: Baliko (S) 1:04.84
400 free relay: R (Healy, Ed Kim, Evan
Fischer, Taylor) 3:39.4

Girls: SPF 93, Ridgewood 77
200 medley relay: R (Tori Holzberg,
Corinna Bertelsen, Siobhan Goodman,
Rachel Cortright) 1:56.74
200 free: Caitlin English (S) 2:04.37
200 IM: Bertelsen (R) 2:15.44
50 free: Kelsey Rossi (S) 25.62
100 fly: Cortright (R) 1:01.44
100 free: Rossi (S) 56.79
500 free: Bertelsen (R) 5:23.38
200 free relay: S (Steph Baliko, English,
Maggie O’Brien, Rossi) 1:46.59
100 back: Nicole Depaola (S) 1:07.85
100 breast: Baliko (S) 1:12.67
400 free relay: R (Holzberg, Bertelsen,
Goodman, Cortright) 3:58.48

PL Tsunami Named
Relay Team of Year

The Plainfield Tsunami Track Club’s
Bantam Boys U11 4x400 relay team
was recently honored by USA Track
and Field as the Relay Team of the
Year at the annual awards dinner held
at the Pines Manor in Edison.

The team of Kevin Brennan, Javin
Scott, Samuel Darrell and Burrell Neal
earned gold medals for their first place
finish in the New Jersey Sectional and
the Northeast Regional meets. They
went on to compete in the National
Junior Olympics in Des Moines, Iowa,
where they placed fourth nationally.
In addition to their Junior Olympic
achievements, the team broke a 10-
year meet record at the Russell Blunt
Eastern Invitational Relays held at
Duke University in Durham, N.C.
Brennan is a student at Washington
School in Westfield, and earned gold
medals in the long jump for getting
first in both the New Jersey Sectional
and Northeast Regional meets.

RELAY TEAM OF YEAR…The Plainfield Tsunami Track Club’s U11 4x400
team was recently named Relay Team of the Year by USA Track and Field.
Pictured, left to right, are: Burrell Neal, Samuel Darrell, Coach Claudia Ruffin,
Javin Scott and Kevin Brennan of Westfield.

Blue Devil Icemen Tie
Bridgewater, 3-3

The 12-4-4 Westfield High School
ice hockey team tied 11-8-1
Bridgewater-Raritan, 3-3, when Nick
Attanasio, on an assist from C.J. Meyer
and Joe Kramkowski, rippled the net
in the waning seconds of the game at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle on Febru-
ary 8. Kramkowski and Henry O’Brien
also fired in goals. Tanner McWain
scored twice and Dave Monahan
scored once for the Panthers.

Lady Blue Devils Jolt
Rahway Cagers, 45-24
Senior Diana Venezia sank 17

points and pulled 10 rebounds to lead
the Westfield High School girls bas-
ketball team to a 45-24 triumph over
Rahway in Westfield on February 4.
The 9-7 Blue Devils featured a theft-
fest of 28 steals. Senior guard Amanda
Markowski, who finished with 13
points, three rebounds and an assist,
was the chief thief with 10 steals.

Venezia, who also had four assists
and three blocks, had six swipes.
Danielle Miller had four steals and an
assist. Katie Ponce finished with 6
points, three steals and three assists.
Charlotte Lorentzen had three steals
and three rebounds. Gabby Cerami
had 4 points and an assist, while Nikki
Aronson had 4 points, a steal, an
assist, a block and two rebounds. Sara
Nelson (4 points, assist), Krista
Embrett, Christina Scaglione and
Nicole Bilica (1 point) had one re-
bound apiece, and Jessica Mondon
had a steal. Asia Huey led the Indians
with 13 points.
Rahway   3 10   6   5 24
Westfield 15   7 16   7 45

EXTRAORDINARY AGENTS

WESTFIELD-WEST OFFICE
908-233-0065

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence - 1987 - 2009

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 Ext. 169

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE:

Heather Glen adult complex. 3 BR, 2 ½ BTH Carnegie model on
cul-de-sac. Entrance Foyer, granite Kit w/ SS appliances, 2 story
GREAT RM off Kit, 1st flr MBR w/whirpl BTH & WI Closet, 2nd flr
media rm, 2 BR & BTH, HWFLRS, 2 ZN HT/CAC, 1 car garage.Near
clubhouse, heated pool. $525,000. DIR: Prospect, Madison, left
on Fanwood Ave to complex or Jerusalem Rd to Fanwood Ave.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Sunday, February 14th • 1-4PM
323 Coldstream Court, Scotch Plains
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

BRADY DEFEATS TROUTMAN, MARKOVITCH TECHS

Ravenous Cougar Wrestlers
Feast on N. P. Pioneers, 53-9

MILLER SINKS 20 PTS.; WEBB NETS 13 PTS., 8 ASSISTS

Athletic Ram Hoopsters Butt
Cranford Lady Cougars, 60-48

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control of the offensive boards, a
multitude of steals and the red-hot
shooting of senior guard Jakota
Duggans pushed the Roselle High
School Rams girls basketball team
past the hosting Cranford Cougars,
60-48, on February 5.

Duggans pumped in 17 of her game-
high 25 points in the first half, includ-
ing all three of her 3-pointers, to steer
the 15-4 Rams to a 32-24 lead at the
break. With 2:06 left in the third quar-
ter, she sank her 21st point, which
gave her 1,000 points for her varsity
career.

“She’s very good! That’s what hurt
us the first time we played them.

They were wide open for threes, and
when they are wide open, you give
them a second of being open, they are

going to hit them,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Huber said. “It doesn’t
surprise me when she shoots them
they go in.”

Sophomore guard Morgan Miller
led the 11-4 Cougars with 20 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers. Miller,
who also had two assists and four
rebounds, was especially on the mark
in the second quarter when she bagged
a 3-pointer and three, 2-pointers.

Senior point guard Jamie Webb’s
biggest contributions came in the way
of assists and rebounds. Webb dished
out eight assists, mostly to Miller and
Jess McCoy (6 points, 3 assists), and
grabbed eight rebounds, but she also
scored 13 points, including a 3-
pointer, and added two blocks and a

steal.
“That’s another thing we have been

practicing on, because we struggle a

little bit getting the ball inside. So we
are concentrating more on making
ourselves an inside team as well,”
coach Huber noted.

But the real Cougar killers came
from the Rams’ ability to grab the
offensive rebounds, allowing them to
take three to four shots at a clip.

“We missed a lot of boxing out
today, and that’s something that we
struggled with throughout the sea-
son. Right now, it’s been a big prob-
lem for us, so it’s something we are
going to concentrate on in practice,”
coach Huber said. “There is a differ-
ence for going for the rebound and
then boxing out. We need to under-
stand that in boxing out, you are get-
ting low, and you are putting your

butt in their gut. Pushing them out of
the way, not just reaching for the ball!
Because if you are just reaching for it,
they will out-jump you and they are
going to get it, and they did.”

“They had two losses before they
got here, so they all came out fired up.
They wanted it more than we did,”
Webb said.

Throughout the game, the Rams’
defensive strategy was to cling very
close to the Cougars, which resulted
in a multitude of steals, several which
led to lay-ups. Ram guard Bianca
Partlow was responsible for the ma-
jority of those teals.

“That is how they play defense.
They are right on top of you. They

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Boasting a 10-1 record and a third
seed for the upcoming Group 1 sec-
tional tournament, the New Provi-
dence Pioneers were still quite aware
that everything had to go their way if
they wanted to pull off an upset of the
Cranford High School wrestling team
on Senior Night in Cranford on Feb-
ruary 3. Instead, the ravenous Cougar
matmen feasted on the Pioneers, rip-
ping off 12 victories in the 14 weight
classes to seize a 53-9 win.

Although the nibbling began in the
145 lb class with Cougar Eric Knight
notching a double-leg takedown and
a pair of tilts to claim a 6-2 decision
over Dan Umana, the biggest feasting
came in the heavyweight class. Cou-
gar Joe Brady had a score to settle
with Zach Troutman, who pulled off
a shocking, four-overtime, tiebreaker
upset of him for the Union County

Tournament (UCT) title.
“It woke me up,” said Brady, who

was ranked seventh in the state prior
to that bout. “It put a little fire in my
belly for the season. The same thing
happened last year, when I lost (in the
NJSIAA tournament). I kept practic-
ing and thinking about it. I was like a
madman in the room.”

In the UCT, Brady, known for his
furious double-leg tackle takedown,
had no luck getting under the cau-
tious Troutman, so a new strategy
was needed. Brady kept jostling
Troutman from side to side to throw
him out of his stance. Trailing 1-0
entering the third period, Brady es-
caped and followed with a semi throw-
by takedown. Troutman escaped but
Brady added an alert spin-behind
takedown then let Troutman escape

with seconds remaining to grab a 5-3
victory.

“It was going out there and wres-
tling my match. I knew I couldn’t tie
up with him, because that’s how he
got me in the county finals. He stalled
his way through it,” Brady said. “I
said [to myself], ‘live in the moment!
Being our last [home] match! Big
crowd! Get pumped up and get it
going!’ I kept taking more shots. Kept
working, kept going, and it worked
out. I am back in the chase for re-
gions. Hopefully, I will get ranked
again.”

“We changed the strategy, because
we knew last time he was just hang-
ing on him and stalling. That was part
of the strategy, was taking him out of
his stance,” Cougar Head Coach
Darren Torsone explained. “He’s got
good balance and a good stance, so
we had to take him out of that and
score.”

Brady’s road to get back in the top-
eight ranking, however, would be a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

This Story is also on
the printed portion of
The Westfield LeaderProbitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TOWARD THE BASKET…Cranford Cougar tri-captain Taylor D’Antico, No. 23, gets around a Ram defender
and drives toward the basket. D’Antico scored four points, including a 3-pointer.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A SCORE TO SETTLE…Cranford Cougar heavyweight Joe Brady, right, works on escaping from Pioneer Zach
Toutman, who upset him in a four-overtime tiebreaker for the Union County crown. Brady got even with a 5-3 victory.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, February 25th, 2010 at Ferraro’s South in Westfield, New Jersey and 
Saturday, February 27th, 2010 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New Jersey. 
Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 3 7   years, and his 
group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 
process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation,
divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 
domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child
related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2010
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2010
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
570 Springfield Ave. 
Summit, New Jersey 07901
908-273-3000
www.grandsummit.com

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

226 North Avenue, West

Westfield, New Jersey

(908) 233-8811

Buy four beads
Get a silver bead

Free

Soles4Souls
TM

is making a real difference by providing  for those in need and you can help!

Donate shoes for a good cause
SHOE DRIVE FEBRUARY 8th - FEBRUARY 26th 2010

Visit the Westfield branch of Capital One Bank®
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Athletic Ram Cagers Butt Lady Cougars, 60-48
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GOODE CAREER-HIGH (CH) 16 PTS, GROSS CH 6 BLKS

Cougar Cagers Nip Metuchen,
Fall to Vikings, Roselle Rams
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two overtime games and a bit of a
wipeout game spelled one victory
and two defeats for the Cranford High
School boys basketball team this past
week. First, the Cougars took it to the
limit, beating Metuchen, 61-58, in
overtime on January 30. Next, the
Cougars got a dose of their own medi-
cine and had their eight-game win-
ning streak snapped by the Vikings of
Union Catholic with an identical,
overtime score of 61-58 on February
2. Finally, the Roselle Rams got an
early lead and kept it to grab a 70-58
victory on February 4.

Against 10-5 Metuchen, the Cou-
gars let a 37-33, third-quarter lead
slip past them to force overtime. With
the score tied, 45-45, the Cougars
outlasted Metuchen, 16-13, in the
extra period.

Senior center Will Green led the
Cougars in scoring with 22 points,
which included hitting 10 of 17 from
the field and 2-for-4 from the line. He
also had nine rebounds (4 offensive)
and a steal. Sophomore forward Chris
Gross hit 8-for-14 from the field and
a free throw for 17 points. He had four
offensive rebounds, four blocks and
three steals.

Junior point guard Sean Trotter
nailed the only two 3-pointers of the
game and hit all six of his free throws
to total 12 points. He also had two
assists and a rebound. Senior guard
Kendall Grier had eight points, three
assists and two rebounds. Greg Goode
had two points, three rebounds (1
offensive), a steal and a blocked shot.
Nick Pace dished out five assists,

while adding two rebounds, two steals
and a pair of blocks.

The 8-8 Union Catholic Vikings
nursed a five-point lead in the fourth
quarter, but they ran out of serum and
allowed the Cougars to tie the game
and send it to overtime. However, the
Vikings recovered to win the period,
13-10.

Gross led the Cougars offensively
this time with 20 points, which in-
cluded hitting nine of 19 from the
field. He grabbed nine boards (2 of-
fensive), had a career-high six blocks
and added an assist. Green bucketed
17 points (8-for-17 from the field),
pulled down 14 rebounds (2 offen-
sive), snatched four balls and had two
blocks. Pace got on track with eight
points, six assists, two rebounds and
a theft.

Grier sank two of six from the field
and two of three from the charity line
for six points, while adding eight
rebounds to tie his career high, five
assists and three steals. Goode scored
four points, and added three rebounds,
an assist, a block and a theft. Trotter
had three points, a rebound and a
block, and took two charges.

Goode had the hot hand against the
Rams, hitting a career-high 16 points,

which included three 3-pointers. He
also had two rebounds and an assist.
Grier hit half of his shots from the
field, including a 3-pointer, and sank
two from the line for 11 points, while
adding five rebounds and three assists.
Pace put up a career-high 10 points,
including a 3-pointer, and had four
assists, three steals and two rebounds.
Green had nine points, hitting six of
nine from the line, nine rebounds, an
assist and a steal. Trotter banged two
3-pointers and a free throw for seven
points, and added an assist. Gross had
five points, seven rebounds, three
blocks and two assists.

Terrence Childs nailed five 3-point-
ers and finished with 19 points for the
5-13 Rams, while Dwight Bostic put
in 18 points, including a 3-pointer.
Satiir Stevenson bucketed four 3-
pointers and finished with 14 points.
The Cougars slipped to 10-5.
Cranford 14 12 11   8 16 61
Metuchen 14   7 12 12 13 58

Cranford   9   7 10 22 10 58
Union Cath   7 10 14 17 13 61

Cranford   7   9 17 25 58
Roselle 13 14 15 28 70

Phil Engel contributed all the stats
to the article.

are very aggressive. They trap. They
steal. They are very quick, and they
are a good defensive team,” coach
Huber said.

The opportunity to take more shots
due to control of their offensive boards
and Duggans’ nine points, hitting from
the outside, gave the Rams a 16-11,
first-quarter lead. Cougar Jenna Goeller
hit a 3-pointer just before the buzzer.
The Rams added a 10-2 run early in the
second quarter to grab a 26-13 lead, but
Webb and Miller began feeding each
other for a seven-point run. By half-
time, the Rams led 32-24.

Webb scored seven of her points in
the third quarter, and freshman center
Kate McGovern (4 rebounds, assist)
rolled in a lay-up, but with the shoot-
ing of Felica Claiborne, who finished
with 10 points, and Shan-Tasia
Padgett, who finished with 15 points,
the Rams stretched their lead to 45-
35 entering the final quarter.

Webb and Miller went to work again
with effective inside passing to cut
the Rams’ lead to four points with
3:00 remaining, but Duggans and
Partlow (7 points) sank 2-pointers to
push the lead to eight points. Cougar

forward Taylor D’Antico (4 points)
got into the act with a 3-pointer, but as
time was running out, Cranford was
forced to foul, and the Rams were
successful at the charity line.

“After losses like this, no one likes
to lose, but it happens,” coach Huber
said. “It’s a game, and no team is
perfect. It would be nice to be perfect,
but you just move on. You learn from
your mistakes from one game and
make sure it doesn’t happen for the
next.”
Roselle 16 16 13 15 60
Cranford 11 13 11 13 48

Cougar Cagers Level
Hilltopper Boys, 50-37
Sophomore Chris Gross was nearly

perfect from the field, bagging eight
of nine shots for 16 points, to lead the
11-5 Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team past the 7-9 Summit
Hilltoppers, 50-37, in Summit on
February 5.

Gross finished with five rebounds
and a blocked shot, and senior center
Will Green, who finished with 10
points, four steals and three assists,
pulled down 10 rebounds, including
four offensive boards. Guard Greg
Goode banged a pair of 3-pointers
and a free throw to total seven points.
He also added two rebounds. Senior
guard Nick Pace led the Cougars with
seven assists, while scoring six points,
grabbing four rebounds and snatch-
ing three steals. Junior guard Sean
Trotter had six points, four rebounds,
three steals, two assists, took a charge
and added a block. Senior Kendall
Grier had five points, including a 3-
pointer, four steals, two assists and
two rebounds.
Cranford   9 18 10 13 50
Summit   8   9 10 10 37

Cougar Snacks:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A DEFINITE SCORING THREAT…Cougar sophomore Morgan Miller drives toward the basket in the game against the
Roselle Rams. Miller bucketed 20 points, including a pair of 3-pointers

Viking Cagers Stun
Lady Cougars, 38-28
Dogged defense played the major

role as the Union Catholic High
School girls basketball team stunned
the Cranford Cougar girls, 38-28, in
Scotch Plains on February 4. Jasmine
Serano and Colleen Mulkern led the
8-8 Vikings with 18 points and 10
points, respectively.

The Vikings outscored the 11-3
Cougars, 10-2, in the first quarter and
10-6 in the second to carry a 20-8 lead
into the locker room. Senior tri-cap-
tain Danielle Gross and Jess McCoy
each bucketed six points.
Cranford   2   6 14   6 28
Union Cath. 10 10   8 10

Cougar Icemen Ice
Dayton Icemen, 8-0

The Cranford High School ice
hockey team elevated its record to
11-8-1 with a 6-0 blanketing of
Jonathan Dayton at the Union Sports
Arena on February 6. Eric Pawlick
and Billy Davitt each netted the hat
trick. Jake Zimmerman and James
Nicoll flicked in a goal each, while
Pat Hartnett and Sean Feeney each
had two assists.

Cougar Icemen Whip
Middletown N., 5-1

Eric Pawlick flicked in two goals
and added an assist in the third period
to lead the Cranford High School var-
sity ice hockey team to a 5-1 victory
over Middletown North at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle on February 3.

Vince Fitzgerald and Alex Plick
each scored a goal for the 10-8-1
Cougars, and Billy Davitt scored the
third-period goal off Pawlick’s assist.
Mike Williams was credited with 29
saves.

Online Cougar Exclusive;
Union County Wrestling:

For Cranford High School sports,
check out the Online Exclusive Cou-
gar pages at – www.goleader.com –
Go to bottom of main page – Click
Cougar Pages. Union County
Wrestling results will be on the
following page.

Online Exclusive Cougar pages
can also be accessed by clicking
on “Archives”.

Additional photos of events cov-
ered by Dave Corbin and Fred
Lecomte can be seen by clicking
“photo library” on upper right –
then click “photos” on top.

Scroll to appropriate list. Probitas Verus Honos

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Free

E-File

Westfield Home News Service
Serving the community since 1964

 Your Local Dependable
“““““AMAMAMAMAM” ” ” ” ” Newspaper Service

YYYYYour Nour Nour Nour Nour Newspaper Dewspaper Dewspaper Dewspaper Dewspaper Delivelivelivelivelivererererered Dred Dred Dred Dred Dryyyyy, O, O, O, O, On-Tn-Tn-Tn-Tn-Time & FREE!ime & FREE!ime & FREE!ime & FREE!ime & FREE!

24 Hour Phone Service

We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,We Deliver to Westfield, Cranford,

 Gar Gar Gar Gar Garwood, Clark, Rahwaywood, Clark, Rahwaywood, Clark, Rahwaywood, Clark, Rahwaywood, Clark, Rahway,,,,,

Linden & MountainsideLinden & MountainsideLinden & MountainsideLinden & MountainsideLinden & Mountainside

SUNDAY DELIVERY AT YOUR DOORSUNDAY DELIVERY AT YOUR DOORSUNDAY DELIVERY AT YOUR DOORSUNDAY DELIVERY AT YOUR DOORSUNDAY DELIVERY AT YOUR DOOR

908-233-0339

Westfield Leader
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Star Ledger
NY Times (NJ Edition)
Wall Street Journal
Daily News
NY Post and Many More...

Current New Jersey Mortgage Rates
New Jersey’s Oldest Mortgage Banker!

Speak With Us Immediately

1435 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083

908-686-7722

30 Year Fixed to 417K: 4.875% - 4.880% APR

30 Year Fixed to 729K: 5.125% - 5.280% APR

15 Year Fixed to 417K: 4.250% - 4.280% APR

15 Year Fixed to 729K: 4.375% - 4.380% APR

Prices Subject To Change Without Notice

Licensed Mortgage Banker Dept. of Banking

Fixed Rate Mortgages   •   Zero Points

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…The Cranford Cougar varsity coed swim team finished with an undefeated, 17-0 record and won its first-ever conference title. The
Cougar boys finished fourth at the Union County Tournament and broke two Cranford High School records. The Lady Cougars finished seventh in the Union County
Tournament.
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Ravenous Cranford Cougar Wrestlers Feast on New Providence Pioneers, 53-9
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

No Goalie to Watch your Back! No Pads to Soften your Fall! No Helmets, No Bats, No Sticks! So How is a Winner Determined?

We Wrestle!

What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us

rough one.
“Saturday [February 6] he has the

West Orange kid [Emil Betancor],
who is ranked third in the state. He is
looking forward to that match, but
this match, in particular, he was look-
ing forward to,” coach Torsone said.

At 152 lbs, Cougar Connor
Londregan scored his second

takedown with five seconds remain-
ing to claim a 4-2 decision over Hans
Dassen, then J.P. Christiano scored a
takedown, a reversal and a penalty
point to beat Max Sidoli, 5-0, to make
the team score, 9-0. Jon D’Amico got
the Pioneers on the scoreboard when
he pinned Chris Keim with an arm
bar, walkover maneuver in 3:08.

A wild and confusing bout came at
189 lbs when Errol Petgrave got a
much-needed two-point cradle
nearfall and squeaked a 6-5 victory
over Pioneer Ben Carroll. There was
not doubt about the outcome of the

215 lb bout, however, when Cougar
Julian Campo clamped Andrew Tullo
with a cradle in 3:50.

Cougar Diego Castro amassed four
takedowns, one a throw to a three-
point nearfall, to defeat Adiel Lazaro,
12-7, at 103 lbs. At 112 lbs, Pioneer
Tim Terrezza racked up four
takedowns and a penalty point to claim
a 9-4 decision over Ian Henry. After

Joe Giaccio received a forfeit at 119
lbs, a pumped up Brian Buontempo
took Pioneer Dan Smith to the mat
and settled him with a cradle in 41
seconds at 125 lbs.

Next came Cougar Kyle
Markovitch, who was competing in
his fifth straight bout after spending
the first portion of the season healing
from a broken wrist. After getting a

backdoor takedown, he added a grape-
vine, arm pull three-point tilt in the
first period of his bout with Steve
Sharpe at 130 lbs. In the second pe-
riod, Markovitch performed a shoul-
der roll elevator reversal and added
another grapevine, arm pull tilt. In
the third period, he had a takedown
and added a pair of two-on-one tilts to
seize a 16-0, technical fall in 5:51.

“He was a little tough to pin, but I
racked up the points before I attempted
to pin,” explained Markovitch. “I am
a little bit rusty, but I feel that I have
the wind to go six minutes.”

“Kyle is great on top. He’s got
some great tilts, and he is great with
legs. Once he gets on top, he is tough
to beat,” coach Torsone said. “Kyle
has been looking better in every prac-
tice and every match. He has been
working hard, not only in the wres-
tling room, but on his own to get back,
because he knows he’s got to do some
extra to get back in shape. We are
happy with where he is at right now.”

“The whole time I was out, I have
been running and trying to stay in as
good shape as I could, so I feel like
I’m doing good,” Markovitch said.

Cougar Carmine Pellino took his
135-lb bout with Vin Sidoli seriously
when he took him to the mat with a
barrel roll and pinned his with a half
nelson in 1:13 to give the 16-4 Cou-
gars a 47-9 lead. Matt DiGiovanni
added a heap of icing when he used a
switch reversal and a pair of tilts
before pinning Pioneer Harry
Laplanche with a front double grape-
vine in 4:34.
145: Knight (C) d Umana, 6-2
152: Londregan (C) d Dassen, 4-2
160: Christiano (C) d Sidoli, 5-0
171: D’Amico (NP) p Keim, 3:08
189: Petgrave (C) d Carroll, 6-5
215: Campo (C) p Tullo, 3:50
285: Brady (C) d Troutman, 5-3
103: Castro (C) d Lazaro, 12-7
112: Terrezza (NP) d Henry, 9-4
119: Giaccio (C) won forfeit
125: Buontempo (C) p Smith, :41
130: Markovitch (C) tf Sharpe, 16-0, 5:51
135: Pellino (C) p Sidoli, 1:13
140: DiGiovanni (C) p Laplanche, 4:34

No. 19 P-burg Stuns
No. 6 Brearley, 31-30
The Pit in Phillipsburg turned out

to be bad news for the visiting No. 6,
21-2 Brearley Bears as the 18-7 State
Liners pulled off a stunning 31-30
victory on February 4.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
119: — Anthony Rice (B) p Matt Silva,
1:16
125: — Ryan Watson (P) p Andrew
Scarillo, 2:45
130: — Matt Lane (P) d Allen Phillips, 4-
2
135: — Adam Simon (P) d Nick
Lospinoso, 3-0
140: — Dan Ries (B) d John Horak, 8-4
145: — Devin Geoghegan (B) d Dan
Brockerhoff, 6-0
152: — John Balboni (B) d VJ Delmonico,
6-3
160: — Oliver Brukardt (P) md Anthony
Tancs, 14-4
171: — Dillon Geoghegan (B) tf An-
thony Pare, 15-0, 6:00
189: — Brandon Hull (P) d Anthony
Rice, 7-4
215: — Khusen Taramov (B) p Sam
Tintle, :57
Hwt: — Ryan Fazzi (P) p Rob Schielke,
3:21
103: — Andrew Kaluzny (P) p Dylan
Oliva, :46
112: — Anthony Madonia (B) md Mike
Barna, 8-0

Roselle Park Clocks
Minutemen, 69-3

ROSELLE PARK, 69, ELIZABETH 3
189: — Connor Gabriel (R) p Jeremy
Portillo, 1:14
215: — Frank Yuro (R) p Ahmed Khalil,
1:28
Hwt: —Carlos Cardenas (E) d Lou
Medina, 1-0
103: — John Devito (R) d James
Thevenin, 12-5
112: — Brendan Leary (R) d Carlos
Herrera, 5-1
119: — Giovanni Ramirez (R) p Mateo
Perez, 1:30
125: — Dan Pisauro (R) md Ralph
Stadler, 10-2
130: — Nick Longo (R) p Ray Louis, 5:47
135: — Jon Acosta (R) won forfeit
140: — Matt Krynicki (R) tf Jose Arias,
16-1, 4:32
145: — Rich Weslock (R) p Nayib
Dunbar, 2:28
152: — Russ Benner (R) p Erick Ventura,
1:02
160: — Dennis Carroll (R) p Cofe Manza,
1:31
171: — Vic Pozsonyi (R) p Ezekiel
Villafana, 1:41

Linden Tigers Rout
ALJ Crusaders, 55-15

LINDEN 55, JOHNSON 15:
103: — Josh Sheehy (L) p Tom Mercurio,
3:30
112: — Tim Scherer (J) p Donell McMillan
119: — Dan Tibere (L) md Tauylor
Kobryn, 12-2
125: — Adrian Betancourt (L) won forfeit
130: — Lamar Cooper (L) won forfeit
135: — Felipe Ramirez (L) won forfeit
140: — Brandon Santos (J) p Lou Rotola,
3:51
145: — Carl Holley (L) d Kyle Mogensen,
7-1
152: — Jason Dent (J) d Danny Castro,
8-2
160: — Travis Foster (L) p Mark Vinegra,
1:12
171: — Rob Clark (L) d Dennis Funk, 9-6
189: — Jaylen Johnson (L) p Lou Bove,
2:36
215: — Nick Currea (L) d Matt Golias, 6-3
Hwt: — Austin Frank (L) p Ed Olenick,
3:06

NJ SEC 2, GROUP 2
Governor Livingston 35

Voorhees Matmen 30
BOUT SEQUENCE:

145: — Pat Eichner (G) tf Jon Zehnbauer,
16-0, 2:54
152: — Jadaen Bernstein (V) d Shane
Haddad, 3-2
160: — Rick Quant (G) p Nick Bonavito,
3:36
171: — Mike Hafke (V) md Zach Hessler,
15-1
189: — Frank Colder (G) p Bob Burd, 3:50
215: — Dan Brereton (V) p Matt
O’Sullivan, 2:52
Hwt: — Brian Guevera (V) d Tony
Manganiello, 5-2
103: — Jon Mele (G) d Tyler Yarnell, 5-2
112: — Anthony Defranco (G) p Walter
Gonsiewski, 3:38
119: — Mike Busch (V) p Ryan Morrison,
4:45
125: — Chris Davis (V) tf John Bohrer,
21-6, 5:24
130: — Mike Stepien (G) p Ron Honickel,
3:07
135: — Vin Peoni (V) d Joe Hoy, 8-7
140: — Victor Orozco (G) d Steve Baker,
8-2

Cougar Matmen Stop
Morristown, 41-22

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team, 41-22, on February 8.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
135: — Carmine Pellino (C) p Sam
Bensley, 1:02
140: — Matt DiGiovanni (C) d Desmond
Townes, 5-4
145: — Aaron Velasquez (M) md Eric
Knight, 13-5
152: — Bryan Hernandez (M) d Connor
Londregan, 8-4
160: — JP Christiano (C) d Pat Murphy,
4-0
171: — Ryan Flynn (M) d A. Petrowski,
5-2
189: — Darren Dungee (M) p Errol
Petgrave, :54
215: — Julian Campo (C) won forfeit
Hwt: — Joe Brady (C) md Doug Goss, 9-
0
103: — Frank Crippen (M) p Diego
Castro, 4:23
112: — Joe Giaccio (C) p Chris Forte,
1:51
119: — Ian Henry (C) md Chris Navarro,
8-0
125: — Brian Buontempo (C) p Charles
Sanderson, 1:49
130: — Kyle Markovitch (C) d C.J. Forte,
5-2

NJ SEC 2, GROUP 1
New Providence Rips

Rutherford, 43-24
BOUT SEQUENCE:

103: — Adriel Lazaro (N) won forfeit
112: — Dave Dinerman (N) p Elias Elias,
1:07
119: — Tim Terrezza (N) d Dan Geraldi,
8-2
125: — Mike Carey (R) d Dan Smith, 7-1
130: — Kevin Torres (R) d Steve Sharpe,
13-6
135: — John Boyle (R) p Vin Sidoli, 1:29
140: — Mike Pascas (R) p Harry
Laplanche, 5:48
145: — Dan Umana (N) p Pat Landrigan,
4:45
152: — Hans Dassen (N) p Anthony
Appolito, 3:22
160: — Jake Regina (R) d Max Sidoli, 8-
2
171: — Jon D’Amico (N) p Chris Soto,
:52
189: — Dave Zurla (R) d Ben Carroll, 5-
0
215: — Andrew Tullo (N) md Mike
Gerbasio, 11-1
Hwt: — Zach Troutman (N) p Adam
Ortiz, 3:40

NJ SEC 2, GROUP 4
Elizabeth 23, Perth
Amboy Matmen 28

BOUT SEQUENCE:
171: — Maurice McCullers (E) p Brian
Herrera, 3:22
189: — Jeramey Mendez (P) p Ezekiel
Villafana, 2:43
215: — Jeremy Portillo (E) d Ariel
Guzman, 4-1
Hwt: — Ryan Moska (P) d Carlos
Cardenas, 4-3
103: — James Thevenin (E) d Yasel
Corporan, 6-3
112: — Luis Nunez (P) md Steve Rosario,
12-2
119: — Carlos Herrera (E) d Anthony
Fernandez, 7-2
125: — Martin Arroyo (P) d Ralph Stadler,
7-4
130: — Herberto Quintana (P) won for-
feit
135: — Corey Lorentzan (P) d Jah
Guillermo, 4-0
140: — D’ondre Floyd (E) p Christian
Cottazo, :41
145: — Mark Torres (P) d George
Travinsky, 4-0
152: — Erick Ventura (E) p Josh Batista,
3:09
160: — Kofi Mensah (E) p Dan Angeles,
3:02

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THE NEARFALL COUNT…Cranford Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, top, looks at the ref’s fingers to see if he
is going to get a three-point nearfall count on Pioneer Harry Laplanche in the 140-lb bout. DiGiovanni pinned Laplanche
with a front double grapevine in 4:34.

Rahway Matmen Rap
J.P. Stevens, 46-26

RAHWAY 46, J.P. STEVENS 26:
160: — Chris Miehe (S) p Carlos Daza,
1:48
171: — TJ Disney (R) won forfeit
189: — Bob DelMonaco (S) d Hanif
Denny, 9-2
215: — Urayoan Garcia (R) p Anthony
Chen, 1:55
Hwt: — Laziek Jones (R) d Ryan Amaral
103: — Darshit Mehta (S) won forfeit
112: — Chris Campione (S) tf Isaac
Valentin, 17-2,5:58
119: — Jabari Shults (R) md Peter Byun,
11-1
125: — Quinton Anderson (R) d Luis
Fabionar, 12-7
130: — Justin Becker (R) p Ethan
Jeffries, 1:59
135: — Mike Giocobbe (S) p Frank
Whitfield, :24
140: — Danny Walsh (R) p Anthony
Rovito, 1:54
145: — Diego Chavez (R) p Rick Mitra,
1:20
152: — Brian Pyrus (R) p Anthony
Rienzo, 5:28

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING OUT THE BACK DOOR…Cougar Kyle Markovitch works his way around Pioneer Steve Shapre to get a
takedown in his 130-lb bout. Markovitch added a grapevine, arm pull three-point tilt, a shoulder roll elevator reversal,
another grapevine tilt, a takedown and a pair of two-on-one tilts to seize a 16-0, technical fall in 5:51.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INVOLVED IN A WILD BOUT…Cougar Errol Petgrave, background, has Pioneeer Ben Carroll in a much-needed two-
point cradle in the 189-lb bout. Petgrave beat Carroll, 6-5.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Jefferson Organizes Winter
Fundraiser at Westwood

WESTFIELD – The Parent
Teacher Organization (PTO) of
Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield is organizing a fashion
show to take place at the Westwood
in Garwood on Thursday, February
25.

The PTO at this time is asking the
public to support the winter
fundraiser by donating goods or ser-
vices to be used in the raffle portion
of the fashion show.

All proceeds from this event will
be used to fund various programs
and projects sponsored by the
Jefferson PTO.

Specifically, the raised funds are
used toward supplementing the edu-
cational experiences of Jefferson
students by providing extracurricu-
lar and recreational programs, which

would not be possible without these
contributions.

The PTO also supports the fac-
ulty and school with donations of
classroom equipment, supplies and
teacher materials.

All contributions, which are tax-
deductible, will be acknowledged
in the program distributed to each
guest, and all are welcome to pro-
vide a business card, brochure or
pamphlet to be included in the
goodie bag as well.

Further, all company names will
be included in the Jefferson Jour-
nal, the weekly newsletter that is
distributed to Jefferson families.

Send all donations to Kara Rever’s
attention to 164 Harrow Road in
Westfield. To learn more, call (908)
337-5131 or (908) 420-0924.

Courtesy of James Sheerin Photography for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RETURNING TO PRACTICE…Olympic gold medalist Cullen Jones, alumnus
of the Jersey Gators swim team, returns to practice with Coach Lou Petrozziello
and current Gators. A member of the world-record breaking men’s 4x100-
fresstyle relay in the 2008 summer games in Beijing, China, Cullen Jones is also
known for his outstanding efforts with USA Swimming Foundation’s Make a
Splash Program, dedicated to helping minorities learn how to swim and possibly
saving many young lives. The Jersey Gators are based in the Centennial Avenue
Pool in Cranford.

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence - 1987 - 2009

Westfield...Wychwood Gem. Spacious 10RM, 4BR, 3.5 BTHS custom home filled  w/character & charm.
Exceptional  living space & striking appointments. Renovated KIT,  1st flr  MBR suite w/lux BTH, frplc, wlk/in clst,
SUNRM, large REC RM,  Quality BI”S , embellished millwork, HWFLRS, 3 frplcs, 2 zn CAC, 2 car attached garage
fenced yrd. Close to elem school. A must see.  $1,125,000.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

AARP Tax Assistance
Is Available at SAGE
SUMMIT – The AARP free income

tax assistance and preparation service
will be available at SAGE Eldercare,
located at 290 Broad Street in Sum-
mit.

Trained volunteer counselors will
be available Thursdays from 9 a.m. to
noon from February 18 through April
15. This service is provided to taxpay-
ers with low and moderate incomes,
and gives special attention to people
age 60 and older.

Participants need to bring their real
estate tax bill, W-2 forms, Social Secu-
rity Statement SSA – 1099, and all
1099 forms from banks, former em-
ployers, stock brokerages and any other
financial firms, etc. They also should
bring last year’s tax returns. Those with
complex returns are advised to seek
paid professional tax assistance. For an
appointment, call (908) 598-5509.

Author Shobhan Bantwal
To Address Book Group

GARWOOD – Author Shobhan
Bantwal will discuss her books at the
Monday, February 22, meeting of the
Garwood Public Library book discus-
sion group beginning at 1 p.m. The
public is invited to attend.

Ms. Bantwal’s specialty is women’s
fiction. Her latest book is “The Sari
Shop Widow;” her other novels are
“The Forbidden Daughter” and “The
Dowry Bride.” She takes her readers
on exotic adventures where they see
different places and experience differ-
ent cultures through her characters,
but also share their thrills, joys, sor-
rows and triumphs. Her books deal
with social-moral issues and offer a
peek into a side of Indian culture that

has rarely been dealt with in fiction
books. While arranged marriage and
women’s issues often are discussed in
Indian fiction, the darker side of dowry,
gender-based abortions and domestic
violence, and their effects on certain
women in India and the country as a
whole, are barely skimmed. Ms.
Bantwal will sign copies of “The Sari
Shop Widow.”

Registration is required. Individu-
als may register at the Garwood Public
Library, by calling (908) 789-1670 or
visiting the interactive calendar at the
Garwood Library website,
youseemore.com/garwood. The li-
brary is located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue.

Best Friend Shop Sale
To Aid Needy Animals
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend

Dog and Animal Adoption will hold
its 50-percent-off sale at its thrift store
tomorrow, Friday, February 12, and
Saturday, February 13. The store is
located at 1750 East Second Street in
Scotch Plains and is open from 10:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every day except
Sunday and Monday.

The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Its store offers one-of-
a-kind items, small furniture, jew-
elry, collectibles, books and knick-
knacks, and currently is featuring a
collection of dolls. New cosmetics,
perfumes for women and colognes
for men also are available.

The store also is accepting dona-
tions of dog food and very much needed
cat/kitten food and clumping litter for
the organization’s foster animals.

Volunteers are always needed in
the store, and Best Friend desperately
needs foster homes for its cats. For
more information, call (732) 388-
8930 or visit bestfriend.petfinder.org.

Tax deductible donations are ur-
gently needed and much appreciated
by the group. They may be sent to:
Best Friend, P.O. Box 335, Cranford,
N.J. 07016.

“You Gotta Have Faith”

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue •  908 233-5555

Set at the end of a quiet street on Garwood’s Southside, this cream puff is just a half mile to
the NYC Train. Decorated with a “Pottery Barn” flair, this cream puff boasts three sizable
bedrooms, a spacious eat-in kitchen and 1.5 updated bathrooms. The backyard is private
and beautifully landscaped. With taxes under $7,000, this is an affordable option. Call Faith
today for a personal tour. Offered at: $379,000.

Open House Sunday February 14th 1 to 4 pm
668 Myrtle Avenue, Garwood

Presenting in Westfield a new Premiere Medical / Professional Arts Building with 2 full floors of office
space subdivided to suit your Sq. footage needs and a full finished basement for storage. This building
has ample parking and is conveniently located. The offices will be available as of this summer 2010.

For more information, please contact Ralph Rapuano @ 908-377-8655

Premiere Medical / Professional Arts Building

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE is hereby given by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
that an auction for the leasing of a portion
of Borough Property for overnight parking
of a single trailer cab and attached trailer
or similar type truck (“Portion”) shall be
conducted. The location of the property is
identified as a portion of Block 64, Lot 4 in
the Borough of Fanwood, and more fully
described in Ordinance 09-17-R. The lease
shall be entered into by the Borough with
the highest responsible bidder, based upon
the submission of sealed bids. The Portion
can be leased for parking of a single trailer
cab and attached trailer only, (“Truck”) for
overnight parking of the Truck, i.e. 6 p.m.
to 8 a.m.

The Mayor and Council has fixed as the
minimum monthly rental $150.00 and has
reserved the right to reject all bids where
the highest bid is not accepted.

The Mayor and Council sets out the
following restrictions, conditions and limi-
tations upon the tenancy (“restrictions”):
Tenant is prohibited from littering, making
repairs to the Truck, changing fluids, spills,
hazardous or explosive materials, having
more than one cab and trailer, etc.

The auction will be held on March 2,
2010 at 7:30 pm, Fanwood Borough Hall,
Mayor and Council Chambers (in the back
of the Municipal Building), 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey. In order
to be eligible to bid, you must submit with
your sealed bid a certified or bank check
made payable to the Borough in the amount
of the aggregate of the first month’s rent
proposed by the bidder and the amount of
the security deposit representing one
month’s rent as well. All sealed bids are to
be submitted on or before Noon, Thurs-
day, February 25, 2010 at the following
address:

Fanwood Borough Hall
Attention Eleanor McGovern, Borough Clerk

75 North Martine Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

The bids must be enclosed in a sealed
envelope bearing the name and address
of the bidder, addressed to the Borough
Clerk of Fanwood, with the words “BID
FOR THE LEASE OF A PORTION OF
BOROUGH PROPERTY” placed on the
outside of the envelope in the lower left-
hand corner. No fax or e-mail responses
will be accepted.

The right is reserved by Fanwood to
reject any or all bids if deemed to be in the
interest of Fanwood to do so, to waive any
informalities in the bids received and to
accept the highest responsible bid.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

Borough of Fanwood
2 T - 2/11 & 2/18/10, TimesFee: $109.14

Lost in Yonkers Opens
February 17 at Paper Mill

MILLBURN – Paper Mill Play-
house announced casting for Lost in
Yonkers. Directed by Michael Bloom,
Lost in Yonkers will run at the Millbum
theater from February 17 through
March 14.

Lost in Yonkers was selected by the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
as part of the American Masterpieces
Series in New Jersey. American Mas-
terpieces is a program of the National
Endowment for the Arts

Lost in Yonkers will play the fol-
lowing performance schedule:
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.; Thursdays
at 1:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Fridays at
8 p.m.; Saturdays at 1:30 p.m. and 8
p.m.; and Sundays at 1:30 p.m. and 7
p.m. Single tickets are now on sale
and range in price from $25 to $92.
Student rush tickets are $20 and are
available the day of performance in
person with current student ID.

Lost in Yonkers, often proclaimed
as Neil Simon’s best work, is a funny
and touching portrayal of acceptance,

survival and family dynamics.
Set during World War II, brothers

Arty and Jay are sent to live with their
frightfully intimidating Grandma and
sweet – but mentally slow – Aunt
Bella, punctuated by visits from their
“gangster” Uncle Louie. This mas-
terwork is an unsentimental exami-
nation of lives in an oppressive house-
hold, climaxing with dramatic con-
frontation between the bitter mother
and lonely daughter.

Lost in Yonkers brings an experi-
enced cast to the Paper Mill stage,
including: Rosemary Prinz
(Grandma). Ms. Prinz has performed
on Broadway in Tribute, Prisoner of
Second Avenue, Three Men on a
Horse, Tonight in Samarkand and
Grey-Eyed People. Ms. Prinz was
Penny Hughes for 12 years on the
television show “As the World Turns.”

J. Anthony Crane (Louis) has per-
formed on Broadway in Sight Unseen
and Butley. Sara Surrey (Bella) per-
formed at Lincoln Center in A Free
Man of Color. John Plumpis (Eddie)
was in the national tours of The Lion
King and Laughter on the 23rd Floor.

Michael Bloom, artistic director of
the Cleveland Play House, will direct
Lost in Yonkers. Michael
Schweikhardt will serve as the scenic
designer. Costume design is by David
Kay Mickelsen. Lighting design is by
Paul Miller. Sound design is by Keith
Kohrs. The production stage man-
ager is Nicole Bouclier. Casting is by
Paul Fouquet.

Tickets may be purchased by call-
ing (973) 376-4343 or at the Paper
Mill Box Office on Brookside Drive
in Miliburn or online at papermill.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Musicales Announce
Feb, March Schedules
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield an-
nounced its schedule of concerts for
this year’s winter Musicales.

The concerts for this season are:
February 24, Diana Cohen, violin;
Stanislav Khristenko, piano; March
3, Barbara Thomson, organ; March
10, Allison Brewster Franzetti, pi-
ano; March 17, The Jersey Jazz Trio
(Bill Shadel clarinet; Ron Naspo, bass;
Bob DeBenedette, piano); March 24,
The Westfield High School Chorale
(William Mathews and Sharon
Reynolds, directors).

Bramnick to Perform
Benefit Comedy Shows

 AREA — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) will per-
form comedy on Thursday, February
18, in Roselle Park and on March 18 in
New Brunswick.

Mr. Bramnick, who is also the Con-
ference Leader, will be the comic auc-
tioneer at the Lincoln Day Buffet Din-
ner to benefit the Union County Repub-
lican Committee on February 18. The
event will be held at Solar do Minho at
147 West Westfield Avenue in Roselle
Park, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

The assemblyman will also do stand-
up comedy to benefit Elijah’s Promise
on March 18 at the Crossroads Theater
in New Brunswick. The show starts at
7 p.m. Elijah’s Promise runs a soup
kitchen that serves meals to  the needy.

FCC Welcomes Mozart
Master Kern to Musicales

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, opens its winter
series of Mid-Day Musicales with a
program by pianist George Kern at
noon on February 17. This free half-
hour concert will include works by
Brahms and Chopin, and be followed
by an optional $7 soup-and-sandwich
luncheon in the church’s social hall.

Mr. Kern has performed as soloist,
accompanist and in chamber music
ensembles in the United States,
Canada, Mexico, Central America,
China, Taiwan, Korea, Japan and
throughout Europe.

Appearances in North America
have included concerts for many of
the Mozart Societies (Atlanta, New
York, Toronto, etc.).

Mr. Kern was awarded the
Paumgartner Medal from the Stiftumg
Mozarteum “for outstanding inter-
pretations of the works of Mozart.”

In addition, Mr. Kern has lectured,
performed and held master classes in
leading colleges and universities, in-
cluding San Francisco State, San Fran-
cisco Conservatory, Eastman School

of Music, University of Illinois, Indi-
ana University, University of Miami
and Rutgers University.

For further information or to make
lunch reservations, call (908) 233-
2494.
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Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Rosemarie & Martha in,
and they’ll bring results!

Rosemarie
Hughes

Call For
More Information!

CUSTOM COLONIAL - NEW CONSTRUCTION

Martha
Schilling

Westfield. Quality construction! This beautiful 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Colonial is nestled close
to Tamaques Park. Amenities include hardwood floors, gas fireplace in FR, EIK, 3 full Baths
on 2nd floor, sliders from kitchen to paver patio, Master Bath w/dbl vanity and jetted tub, full
basement, 2 car garage.

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 14th 1-4PM
420 Roanoke Road, Westfield

This luxury residence, set on approximately a half acre of professionally manicured property, is exquisitely appointed
by custom craftsmanship throughout. The two-story foyer, sweeping staircase and grand proportioned rooms are just
a few of the captivating amenities. An impressive living room features a dramatic, boxed beamed ceiling, two-story
fireplace and floor to ceiling windows/French doors. Banquet sized dining room accented by applied moldings and
lighted, dimensional ceiling. Handsome library, located just off the foyer, with double French door entry. Five bedrooms,
including an expansive master suite with gas fireplace, luxurious spa-like bath, dressing room and private office. Six
full and one half baths. Gourmet kitchen, boasting a 20’ ceiling, hosts stainless steel appliances, oversized center
island, granite counters, pantry and separate dining area accessing the outdoor deck. Just off the kitchen, the sunny
family room comprises an abundance of windows/French doors overlooking the backyard. Finished lower level is a
setting for entertaining with a media room, wet bar, exercise gym and walk-in steam sauna. Security system, three car
garage, two laundry rooms, three zone HVAC and a Home Logic System complete this exceptional home.  $2,399,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains has deter-
mined that it is in the best interest of the
taxpayers to utilize the services of a con-
sulting systems administrator for the pur-
pose of continuity and security of the
Township’s computer systems which in-
clude, but are not limited to, Administra-
tion, Public Works, Police, and Fire; and

WHEREAS, due to the security of the
Township’s integrated computer system,
which includes the Police and other re-
lated higher law enforcement agencies
which include, but are not limited to, State
and Federal agencies, as well as provid-
ing security and service to the Township’s
Financial systems in addition to the sys-
tem associated with tax collection; and

WHEREAS, this system needs to be
maintained and upgraded so as to provide
a state-of-the-art secure environment, as
well as to keep up with innovative and
industry standards for providing the high-
est and best security and maintenance to
the Township; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires
a Resolution authorizing the award of con-
tracts for professional services without
competitive bids must be advertised; and

WHEREAS, this Contract is awarded
without competitive bidding as a “profes-
sional service” under the provisions of the
Local Public Contracts Law aforesaid be-
cause said services are of such a qualita-
tive nature as will not permit the receipt of
competitive bids due to the subjective dif-
ference in the work product of such per-
sons, and the fact that the ethical require-
ments and security of such profession will
not permit such bidding; and

WHEREAS, Orion System Integrators
have proven in the past to be the most
responsible in providing these services for
the Township, and have been highly rec-
ommended by the various Township de-
partments who use Orion for integration
and support.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains that Orion Sys-
tem Integrators, P.O. Box 155, Kendall
Park, New Jersey 08824 be hired to pro-
vide these services to the Township at a
cost as follows:

Department of Inspections $10,000
Administration
Department of Public Property 7,5000
Fire Department 5,000
Police Department 10,000
Recreation 7,500
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that cop-

ies of this Resolution be forwarded to
Orion System Integrators, Police Chief
Brian Mahoney; David Luce, Police De-
partment; Lori Majeski, Director of Finance;
Jonathan P. Ellis, Fire Chief; Raymond
Poerio, Director of Parks and Recreation;
and Robert LaCosta, Construction Official
& Zoning Officer, and Kevin Ward, Direc-
tor of Public Property

Dated: February 2, 2010
Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk

1 T - 2/11/10, The Times Fee: $62.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: RBA Group Inc., One
Evergreen Place, Morristown, New Jer-
sey 07962

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide professional on call traffic safety
and engineering consultant services to
assist the Town as necessary.

DURATION: February 2, 2010 through
December 31, 2010

AMOUNT: not to exceed $14,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 2/11/10, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B11-03 HEALTH AND TRAINER SUPPLIES
FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 10, 2010 AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of theWestfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/11/10, The Leader Fee: $70.38

WESTFIELD  – Harold “Hal” Benz, a
trusted and admired real estate sales
professional, has joined Keller Williams
Realty Premier Properties.
Hal has been a Realtor for the past

seven years and a licensed real estate
broker since 2006. He has served on the
board of directors for both the Mercer
County Association of
Realtors and the New
Jersey Association of
Realtors between 2008-
2010. Most recently, Hal
managed the Princeton
Junction office of
Weichert, Realtors.  As
a sales agent, he
consistently ranked in
the top 2 percent of the
Weichert sales force.
“The real estate market

has changed
dramatically over the
past few years, and I feel
that the ‘traditional’ real
estate brokerages just
aren’t keeping pace.  At KW, I have
access to the best technology in the
industry and the support to grow my
personal brand… all under the umbrella
of America’s third largest real estate
company.  It’s just the fit I was looking
for,” said Mr. Benz.  To keep buyers and
sellers up to date on local issues and real
estate trends, Mr. Benz writes a real
estate blog which can be accessed at
TheTownBroker.com.
“The blog should go live by mid-

February, but we’re already writing
some good content,” he said. Hal lives
with his wife, Joyce, and daughter,
Emily, and has been a resident of

Westfield, N.J. for the past 10 years.
 “Hal is an amazing addition to our
Keller Williams team here in Westfield.
His professionalism and deep
understanding of the needs of New
Jersey buyers and sellers are sure to
catapult him to the list of top area
realtors,” said Team Leader Amy Tenny.

“We know Hal will be a
great fit, and our
customers will benefit
greatly from his real
estate expertise.”

Keller Williams Premier
Properties, located at 488
Springfield Avenue in
Summit, was established
in 2005 and has 138
associates.  This office
has grown into the
number two Real Estate
Agency in Production
Volume in the entire
Garden State MLS, in
only four years.  “Our
success can be directly

attributed to the hard work and
perseverance of our associates and the
soundness of our economic and
organizational models.  While others
might be looking at this market and seeing
fear and uncertainty, we see it as our
opportunity to shine and grow.  That
mindset has paid off for our agents,” said
Howard Bunn, Operating Partner.  Keller
Williams is scheduled to open a new
office in Westfield in spring of 2010.
To learn more about Keller Williams

Realty, call Amy Tenny at (908) 656-
2102 or visit www.kw.com.

Harold “Hal” Benz

Paid Bulletin Board
www.goleader.com/express

Hal Benz Joins Westfield Office
Of Keller Williams Realty

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on February 4, 2010, the following
decisions of the Board were memorial-
ized:

Approved, Louis Novello, for a vari-
ance to construct a two-car garage at
property located at 2059 Westfield Av-
enue, Block 2601, Lot 19.

Approved, Luisa Bianco,  for a rear-
yard setback variance to construct a cov-
ered rear patio at property located at 407
Stout Avenue, Block 2103, Lot 19.

All files pertaining to these applications
are in the Office of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor,
Scotch Plains and is available for public
inspection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/11/10, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its February 8, 2010 meeting for the
following applications heard at its January
11, 2010 meeting.

Joseph Buotempo, 1016-1018 & 1020
South Avenue West, Applicant sought
an extension of preliminary and final major
site plan approval with variances. Original
approval granted January 14, 2008; ex-
tended to January 14, 2010. Six- month
extension granted.

Paul and Marie Coulter, 200 Embree
Court, Applicant sought permission to re-
place a six foot board on board wooden
fence with a six foot fence contrary to
Section 12.07C of the Land Use Ordi-
nance which allows a maximum height of
four feet for a fence in the street side yard
of a corner property. Approved with condi-
tions.

Martin Gelinas, 168 Madison Avenue,
Applicant sought permission to retain a six
foot fence with a 7.5 feet pillar post in the
side yard contrary to Section 12.07C of the
Land Use Ordinance which allows a maxi-
mum height of 4 feet for a fence located in
a street side yard. Application approved
with conditions.

Clarissa O’Hern, 809 Lenape Trail,
Applicant sought permission to construct
a pool enclosure that is a six foot open slat
aluminum type fence contrary to Section
13.02D5 of the Land Use Ordinance which
requires a pool enclosure to be a six foot
solid fence. Application approved with
conditions.

Michael & Meghan Ryan, 549 Fairmont
Avenue, Applicant sought variance relief
from Sections 11.07E6 and 12.04F1 of the
Land Use Ordinance to construct a two
story addition with a side yard setback of
7.8 feet where 10 feet is required and with
a building coverage of 24% where a maxi-
mum of 20% is allowed. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

John & Sherri Dewey, 115 Harrison
Avenue, Applicant sought permission to
construct a one story addition contrary to
Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a side yard setback of 6 feet
where 10 feet is required. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Jong Hoon Park & Eun Sook Park,
215 Golf Edge, Applicant sought permis-
sion to retain a deck contrary to Section
11.06E7 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a minimum rear yard setback of 24.3
feet where 35 feet is required. Application
denied.

Jeff & Tracey Diamond, 4 Manchester
Drive, Applicant sought permission to con-
struct a second story addition and a two
story rear addition contrary to Section
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance allow-
ing a side yard setback of 12.8 feet where
15 feet is required. Application approved
with conditions.

Leo and Rosann Livolsi, 221 Sylvania
Place, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a front porch contrary to Section
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires an established front yard
setback of 38.33 feet. Proposed is 36.40
feet. Application denied.

C. F. G. R., LLC, 214 East Grove Street,
Applicant sought preliminary and final site
plan approval to alter and enlarge the
existing office building on the property for
use as an office building for medical pro-
fessionals. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/11/10, The Leader Fee: $74.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

SPECIAL MEETING

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will hold a special
meeting on February 24, 2010 in the Coun-
cil Chambers in the Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 7:30 pm to hear and consider the
following appeal for preliminary and final
major site plan approval and for variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance. Formal action may
be taken at that meeting.

MetroPCS New York, LLC, 900 South
Avenue, West, Applicant seeks prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval with c and
d variances to place six (6) telecommuni-
cation antennas and one GPS antenna on
the roof of the existing building and to also
place its related equipment in the base-
ment of the building. The applicant is seek-
ing variance relief from the following Sec-
tions of the Land Use Ordinance:  18.19(A)
- Ordinance allows cellular communica-
tion antennas to be mounted on the roof of
buildings that are at least 45 feet in height.
Present and proposed building height is
40 feet. 18.19(F)  - Ordinance requires
screening of antennas.  No screening is
proposed.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

The application and plans are on file in
the office of the Secretary of the Board of
Adjustment, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.

Kathleen Nemeth
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/11/10, The Leader Fee: $37.74

NANNY WANTED

Seeking experienced nanny for
kids 5,7&9. Must have valid NJ
driver’s license, clean record, own
car. Will attend to all of kids’ needs
(driving,cooking,shopping, etc).
40-50+ hrs/wk. Must have strong
references. Call (917) 854-3796.

WANTED: NJ RECORD ALBUMS

Cash paid for unusual, vanity, local
LPs like SPFHS “Winter’s Too
Cold For Sneakers” (1970).

Please write
douglas@yogarecords.com

or call (323) 488 9032

WAREHOUSE HELP WANTED

Springfield Fastener Dist. hiring
FT General WH Shipping/Rec’ing.
Exper a+. Rm for advancm’t.
Full bnfts pkg incl 401K.
Resume: Fax (973) 376-7130 or
email ezsockets@juno.com or

call (973) 376- 9452
for appt’ment

CLEANING SERVICE

Loyal, Honest, Hard Working
woman willing to clean houses,

offices and apartments.
25 yrs cleaning exp. trans. & refs.

Have any questions?
Call her hotline (908) 380-1721

WESTFIELD CO-OP FOR SALE

Westfield - Wychwood Gardens:
1BR, 1BA, LR, DR, Kitchen,
Garage. Refinished H/W floors.
$159,000. Call (732) 770-5246

HELP WANTED

FT/PT delivery driver needed for
gourmet food place in Garwood.

Please call (917) 502-4948.

BAY HEAD SUMMER RENTAL

Renovated with 6 beds, 4 baths. 3
houses from beach. Ideally seek-
ing full summer (14 wks) tenant
$75K. Will consider monthly.

Call (908) 768-1707

PT CUSTODIAN

P.T. experienced custodian eves.
& Sat., 19 hrs wk, $17/hr. Pd sick-
vac. Must be very handy, have
driver’s license, sufficient physical
strength to perform job duties,
including show shoveling, ice
removal from sidewalks. Must
read & write English to a sufficient
degree to read-understand labels
on cleaning solvents and
chemicals, and understand
assembly instructions. Knowledge
of plumbing & electric helpful.
Send resume to Kathy Muhm,
Westfield Memorial Library, 550
E Broad St, Westfield, NJ 07090,
no phone calls, no fax. EOE.

FARM WORKERS

Diversified Crop II workers needed
3/22/2010 through 11/13/2010 in
Rush, New York (15 miles south
of Rochester). Job includes hand
harvest of fruits & vegetables,
transplanting, hoeing and other
general farm hand labor.
Guaranteed opportunity to work
¾ of total workdays in contract
period. Free housing for out-of-
area workers. Work tools provided
without cost. One-time
transportation and subsistence
expense reimbursement before
completion of 50% of contract to
workers who reside outside of
area. Two temporary positions
available. Pay rate is $9.70/hour.
Interested workers should contact:
Orleans Center For Workforce
Development, 458 West Ave.,
Suite 3, Albion, NY 14411. William
Schumacker (585) 589-5335. Job
Listing #NY0930950.

FOR SALE

Kitchen cabinets, light finish, good
condition. Available Feb. 27.
Best Offer. Cash and carry.

(908) 389-0850
HOME HEALTH AID NEEDED

Scotch Plains - Help with watching,
bathing elderly couple. 2 Hours,
3-4 Days a week. Salary
negotiable. Call Marie Oveissi at:

(908) 392-4444

SUMMER RENTAL-SEASIDE PK

3BR, 2Bath, Kitchen, LR,
outdoor shower, Central Air

1 blk to beach
beach badges & more!

Contact: (908) 654-0919

RETAIL / OFFICE SPACE

3700 sq ft with additional 800 sq ft
storage. 1st floor with parking.
Great Westfield location. Asking
$19ft net. Call (908) 447-2472

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what I
like to do. 5 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

PROFESSIONAL OFFICES

Westfield
400 sq. ft., $750

500 sq. ft., 3 days $600
Contact Dr. Parsons

(908) 233-2626

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside - Lovely
2 BR Townhouse close to town
and trans. Includes Garage, CAC,
DW, W/D, Hardwood Flrs.
$1700 per month. NO FEE.

Call (908) 568-1217

HOUSE FOR RENT

Franklin School Area
3 Bedroom, 1 and 1/2 Baths

$2,300 Per Month plus Utilities
Short Term or Long Term

Immediate Occupancy
(908) 313-3962

SUMMER RENTAL

LBI, Beach Haven
Ocean front, 2 BR, 2 Bath
condo for weekly rental.

Walk to stores & Fantasy Island.
Call (908) 232-3269 or

(212) 868-2511

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Susan Boyle Is Testament
To Self-Esteem and Talent

An Angry Reader Writes: My hus-
band and I argue, of all things, over
the popularity of Susan Boyle, the
woman who, against all odds, be-
came an international singing sen-
sation. My husband said this is a
fluke, a 15-minutes-of-fame situa-
tion, and that Ms. Boyle will even-
tually disappear. He feels people
feel sorry for her and so they root
for the underdog. I think my hus-
band is too harsh and is a jerk for his
criticism. Your thoughts, please.

Answer: In regard to Susan Boyle,
your husband is too judgmental and
short sighted. Ms. Boyle is a 47-
year-old woman from a small Scot-
tish town who had enough self-se-
curity and determination to com-
pete in a popular British talent show.
With a panel of judges, and an audi-
ence that showed initial disdain and
contempt, she dazzled the world
with her song from Les Miserables,
“I Dreamed a Dream.” Following
millions of hits on YouTube and a
short stay in a London hospital due
to anxiety and exhaustion, she re-
emerged into a dynamic artist, and
her first CD had the biggest open-
ing sales of any female artist in the
recording industry. One should not
feel sorry for her; one should take
pride and joy in her ambition, deter-
mination and self-assurance to at-
tain the success that she deserves.
To me, she has a golden voice and a
seemingly golden soul.

A Confused Reader Writes: My
husband feels that I do not have
many friends because I have high
expectations of everyone. I feel a
true friend should be supportive of
you when a problem occurs, or when
you feel lonely and need to talk to
someone. I do expect a lot from
people. I got this way from my
mother, who always was under-
standing and patient. She never said
a harsh word to me and made me
feel special.

Answer: A friend is not a mother
substitute. Two friends can disagree

and get angry sometimes without it
necessarily jeopardizing the rela-
tionship. You may want to take heed
regarding your husband’s comments
that you have high expectations that
may discourage some from getting
close to you. Of all the definitions
of friendship, one of my favorites
comes from a Chinese fortune
cookie that makes a lot of sense: “A
true friend is someone who is there
for you when he/she would rather
be anywhere else.”

A Bride-to-be Writes: I plan to
marry this spring. My mother re-
fuses to come to my wedding be-
cause I am pregnant, and she is
ashamed of me. She wants me to
hide this fact by wearing a padded
wedding dress; also she wants me
to wear a slightly off-colored wed-
ding gown since I am not a virgin
and white signifies purity.

My dad is more accepting of the
situation and is close to his future
son-in-law. He asked me what I
wanted to do, and said he would
support me. I told him I waited 18
years to get married; I am proud of
my fiancé. I am not advertising to
the world that I am pregnant (six
weeks), I am not showing, and I
want to wear a white wedding dress.
I have spent half of my life trying to
please my mother, and I am deter-
mined not to let her ruin my big day.
I know I risk the possibility that she
may not come to my wedding. Most
of my friends support me. Do you?

Answer: Yes, I do. You write that
you have spent half of your life
trying to please mother. I encour-
age healthy parent-child relations;
this is not a healthy situation. You
run the risk of mother not coming to
the wedding, but it is about time
you stand firm and not let her in-
timidate or make you feel guilty.
This is your affair, supported by
dad and friends, something you
should cherish forever. Be in con-
trol and, as Frank Sinatra’s song
says, “Do it my way (your way)”!

– Obituaries –

Photo by David Samsky
Frank Zack

Emma Townsend, 92
Emma Townsend died peacefully

on Wednesday, February 3, at home
in Cedar Crest Village in Pompton
Plains. She was 92.

Born Emma Louise Hopler in
Newark, she had lived in
Mountainside for 54 years.

As a young woman, she had
worked in many clerical and secre-
tarial positions, including a job with
the Eastern Aircraft Division of Gen-
eral Motors.

She was a Cub Scout leader and a
volunteer at the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library and Children’s Special-
ized Hospital in Mountainside.

Her husband, Frederick W.
Townsend, and her son, Frederick
“Ricky” Townsend, predeceased her.

Surviving are her son, Robert S.
Townsend and his wife, Terry, and her
granddaughter, Rebecca Townsend.

A memorial service was conducted
on Sunday, February 7, at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

February 11, 2010

Frank Zack, 79, Was Popular Teacher,
Painting Business Owner and Investor
Frank Zack, 79, of Westfield

passed away with his family by his
side on Thursday, January 28, at
Morristown Memorial Hospital.

Frank was born on
September 7, 1930 in
Bayway Elizabeth to
John Zakanych and
Katherine Honeymar.
He was a proud gradu-
ate of Roosevelt Junior
High School in Eliza-
beth, Class of 1944, and
Jonathan Dayton Re-
gional High School in
Springfield, Class of
1948. Frank graduated
from Montclair State
Teachers College in 1953 with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Social
Studies and a minor in biology. He
was a member of the Phi Lambda Pi
fraternity.

During his high school and col-
lege years, Frank worked at
Chanterwood, formerly Camp
Morse, in Lee, Mass., and had many
fond memories of his time there.
Following college, he was a member
of the Air National Guard for six
years. He later went on to earn a
master’s degree in administration
from Seton Hall University in 1966.

Frank began his teaching career in
Elizabeth and Clark and spent 36
years teaching at Abraham Clark
High School in Roselle, where he
served as chairman of the Social
Studies Department for many years
and was beloved by generations of
students. During the 1960’s riots,

Frank was an advocate for civil rights
and often was at odds with the board
of education and the superintendent
of schools.

When not teaching,
Frank owned his own
painting business and
invested in real estate
throughout northern
and central New Jer-
sey.

In 1978 he married
Lisa Richlin. The
couple lived in
Cranford before mov-
ing in 1983 to
Westfield, where they
raised their two daugh-

ters, Kate Richlin-Zack and Jorie
Richlin-Zack, amidst a pack of Irish
Wolfhounds and one Old English
Sheepdog.

Frank is survived by his wife, Lisa,
and his daughters, Kate and Jorie. A
brother, Michael, predeceased him.

Services were held on Monday,
February 1, at Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield, followed by burial at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made in
Frank’s memory. Checks can be
made out to Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. Please specify the John M. Free-
man Pediatric Epilepsy Center. Do-
nations can be sent to: John M. Free-
man Pediatric Epilepsy Center, 100
North Charles Street, Suite 401,
Baltimore, Md. 21201.

February 11, 2010
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10000028

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-9564-08

Plaintiff: AURORA LOAN SERVICES, LLC
VS.
Defendant: DANIEL U. OVIEDO, MRS.

OVIEDO, WIFE OF DANIEL U. OVIEDO, MERS
FOR FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION

Sale Date: 02/17/2010
Writ of Execution: 11/18/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Eighty
Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Seventeen and
97/100*** $688,717.97.

MUNICIPALITY: Mountainside Borough,
COUNTY: Union, STATE OF New Jersey

STREET AND STREET NO: 1413 Wipporwill
Way, TAX BLOCK AND LOT: Block 3.F, Lot 4

DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 122.71 feet x 6 feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: New Providence

Road
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Sixty Four

Thousand Two Hundred Seventy Five and 29/
100*** $764,275.29 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 1/21, 1/28, 2/4
& 2/11/10 Fee: $157.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10000163

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-31107-07

Plaintiff: ROMA BANK
VS.
Defendant: 218 PARK AVENUE ASSOCI-

ATES, LLC, ET ALS
Sale Date: 02/17/2010
Writ of Execution: 09/09/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty Five Thousand Three Hundred Eighty
One and 81/100*** $625,381.81.

219park.roma
Property
Schedule A
County of Union
State of New Jersey
Township of Scotch Plains
BLOCK 1802 LOT 13
219 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
Lot Size: 63 x 164
Nearest Cross Street: Sunset Place
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Ninety Three

Thousand Two Hundred Sixty Eight and 25/
100*** $693,268.25 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
RUDOLPH A. PALOMBI, JR., ESQUIRE
1300 KUSER ROAD, 2ND FLOOR
HAMILTON, NEW JERSEY 08619
(609) 581-1721
4 T - 1/21, 1/28, 2/4
& 2/11/10 Fee: $157.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10000199

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-42939-08

Plaintiff: LSF6 MERCURY REO INVEST-
MENTS, LLC

VS.
Defendant: ANTHONY T DAVIS AND NICOLE

DAVIS, HIS WIFE; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; BURLINGTON
COUNTY WELFARE BOARD; CHARLOTTE
SEDITA; CARE ONE AT MERCER L; SYN-
ERGY BANK F/K/A FIRST BANK OF CENTRAL
NEW JERSEY; WORLDWIDE ASSET
PURCHASHING LLC, ASSIGNEE OF DIRECT
MERCHANT BANK NA; NU SUN FINANCIAL
SERVICES LLC

Sale Date: 02/24/2010
Writ of Execution: 12/02/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
One Thousand Thirty Six and 32/100***
$401,036.32.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Tax LOT 73 BLOCK 116
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 15 TRENTON AV-

ENUE, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
REFER TO SCHEDULE A
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seventy Thou-

sand One Hundred Twenty Nine and 97/100***
$470,129.53 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursu-
ant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & PEREZ, LLP - ATTORNEYS
14000COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 1/28, 2/4, 2/11
& 2/18/10 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10000189

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-47425-08

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR GSAMP
2006-FM1

VS.
Defendant: EDUARDO ZUNIGA; CAROLINA

ZUNIGA; BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
Sale Date: 02/24/2010
Writ of Execution: 12/10/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty Seven Thousand Three Hundred Eighty
Eight and 45/100*** $367,388.45.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 2089 LYDE
PLACE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076

BEING KNOWN as LOT 20, BLOCK 2703, on
the official Tax Map of the Township of Scotch
Plains

Dimensions: 125.00 feet x 50.00 feet x 125.00
feet x 50.00 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Cook Avenue
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Six Thousand

One Hundred Sixteen and 97/100*** $406,116.97
together with lawful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 1/28, 2/4, 2/11
& 2/18/10 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10000493

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-47370-08

Plaintiff: INDYMAC BANK, FSB
VS.
Defendant: ROBIN V BROWN
Sale Date: 03/03/2010
Writ of Execution: 12/17/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty Nine Thousand Five Hundred Five and
74/100*** $489,505.74.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch plains, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 516 Rolling Peaks Way,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 12 in Block No. 6001.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: .310 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Madison Avenue
Being known and designated as lot 23 in block

157 as shown on map entitled, “Map of Rolling
Peaks” duly filed in Union County Clerk’s Office
on September 23, 1969 as Filed Map No. 851-A.

Prior Liens/Encumbrances
Taxes $2,311.22, Sewer + Penalty $250.00
Total as of January 4, 2010: $2,561.222
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Forty Five Thou-

sand Nine Nundred Ninety One and 68/100***
$545,991.68 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 2/4, 2/11, 2/18
& 2/25/10 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10000644

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-33313-07

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF
CITIGROUP MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST INC.
ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES SEIES 2007-AHL2

VS.
Defendant: KENNETH J. WICHOCKI; BAR-

BARA A. WICHOSKI
Sale Date: 03/10/2010
Writ of Execution: 12/07/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty Two Thousand Five Hundred Forty Two
and 35/100*** $482,542.35.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 532 Cumberland Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No.: 19 in Block 2706
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately)
Nearest Cross Street:
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and Prior lien info: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able. You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

The plaintiff has obtained a letter of indemnifi-
cation which will insure the successful bidder at
sale in respect to: Mortgage recorded 04/27/
2006, in the amount of $125,000.00

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifty Five Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Seventy and 53/100***
$555,870.53 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FileNo.: XCZ-94879
4 T - 2/11, 2/18, 2/25
& 3/4/10 Fee: $189.72

Elsie L. Vail, 87
Elsie L. Vail (née Lomp), 87,

passed away on Friday, February 5,
at Center for Hope Hospice in
Scotch Plains.

Born in Remscheid, Germany, she
came to the United States as a young
girl. She grew up in Newark, lived
with her husband in Cranford for
almost 30 years, and resided in
Westfield for another 30.

A graduate of Drake Business
College, Mrs. Vail worked for The
Mutual Life Insurance Company as
a young woman. She later worked
for 15 years as a secretary in the
Cranford Public School System.

Her husband of 57 years, Arthur
H. Vail, predeceased her in 2006.

She leaves behind a daughter,
Linda of North Plainfield; a son,
Art of Churchville, Pa. and his wife,
Barbara, and three grandchildren,
Andrew, Garrett and Emma.

Private funeral arrangements are
under the direction of the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue,
West, in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Heart As-
sociation.

February 11, 2010

Bernard J. Mondi

Bernard J. Mondi, 87, Businessman;
Active In IHM, Knights and UNICO

Bernard J. “Ben” Mondi, 87, of
Somerset died on Thursday, Febru-
ary 4.

Born in the Bronx, N.Y., he had
lived in Scotch Plains for 30 years
before moving to Somerset in 1990.

Mr. Mondi was a veteran of World
War II, having served in the United
States Army as a staff sergeant in both
the European and Asian
Theaters of Operation.

After his discharge from
the Army, he was a super-
visor for Igo Brothers in
Newark and then embarked
on an entrepreneurial busi-
ness career that included
Republic Wire, Universal
Warehouse, Eastern Fire
Sprinkler, Snark Products
and Mondi-Rand Farms.

Mr. Mondi was a mem-
ber of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains, serving as a trustee for over 40
years. He also was a Past Grand
Knight of the John S. Neligan Coun-
cil of the Knights of Columbus; a
member of UNICO and founding
member of the Kidney Fund of New
Jersey. Additionally, Mr. Mondi
served as a trustee for the Union
County College Board of Higher Edu-
cation and was a past chairman of the
Scotch Plains Planning Board.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Theodora, in 1981, and by his broth-
ers, Anthony and Vincent Mondi.

Surviving are his daughters,
Catherine Mondi, Joan Mondi and
her husband, Rocco, Barbara Roselli
and her husband, Frank, and Linda
DeGaetano and her husband, Joe, and
his sons, Freddy and his wife, Mary,

and Scott and his wife,
Elena. Mr. Mondi also is
survived by his sister, Liz
Longo, and Sophie
Stanton, who was his friend
and companion for 25
years. He also has 13 be-
loved grandchildren.

The funeral was held on
Tuesday, February 9, from
the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue
in Fanwood. A Funeral

Mass followed at the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church. Interment took place
at St. Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Thomas Glasser Schol-
arship Fund, P.O. Box 143, Summit,
N.J. 07902 or to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of New Jersey, 1034 Sa-
lem Road, Union, N.J. 07083.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 11, 2010

Ethel O. Dimmick, Was Beloved Teacher;
Active In Various Civic Organizations

Ethel Olga Dimmick passed away
peacefully on Monday, January 18, at
her home in Easton, Pa., one year after
the death of her devoted sister, Martha.

In 1957, Ethel arrived in Scotch
Plains to teach first grade in the same
district in which her sister, Martha,
already was teaching.

For the next 33 years, the Dimmick
sisters brought their special passion
to education and teaching children
until their retirement in 1990.

Ethel became active in many Scotch
Plains organizations, such as the Col-
lege Club of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
the Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood and the Republican Club.

After leaving teaching, she contin-
ued this civic involvement along with
her sister in Easton, Pa.

A private graveside service was
held on Saturday, January 30, in
Riegelsville, Pa.

February 11, 2010

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.G.

Barbara Lecomte, 65, Kean Professor;
Was Beloved Wife, Mother and Sister

Barbara Jane Lecomte, 65, of Ber-
keley Heights, N.J. passed away at
home on Monday, February 8, 2010,
after a long, courageous battle with
cancer.

Mrs. Lecomte was born in
Rockaway, N.J. After she married in
1979, she moved to West Orange with
her husband, Fred. In 1986 they moved
to Berkeley Heights, where she raised
her family.

Barbara graduated from Morris Hills
High School and went on to earn her
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
Kean University and her Doctorate
from New York University. She served
as a professor at Kean University for
42 years, where she also was the Un-
dergraduate Coordinator of Speech-
Language-Hearing Sciences.

She loved writing and had authored
several publications on speech disor-
ders, aphasia, autism and Alzheimer’s
Disease, as well as motivational read-
ings for cancer survivors. Addition-
ally, she helped children coping with
autism and speech disorders and re-
covering stroke patients.

Barbara enjoyed time spent with her
family, especially as a spectator of her
sons’ sporting events. She also loved
animals and time spent outdoors.

She is survived by her beloved hus-

band of 31 years, Fred; her loving
sons, Kristopher of Old Bridge and
Erik of Shelton, Conn., and her dear
sister, Saundra Fahring of Arizona.

Visitation will be held today, Thurs-
day, February 11, from 7 to 9 p.m. and
tomorrow, Friday, February 12, from 2
to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. at the Paul Ippolito
Berkeley Memorial, 646 Springfield
Avenue in Berkeley Heights.

The funeral will be held on Satur-
day, February 13, at 8 a.m. at the
funeral home, followed by the fu-
neral service at 9 a.m. in Long Hill
Chapel, 525 Shunpike Road in
Chatham. Interment will take place at
Locust Hill Cemetery in Dover.

In lieu of flowers, please make do-
nations in her memory to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, P.O. Box 22718,
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73123.

For more information, please visit
www.ippolitofuneralhomes.com.

February 11, 2010

Edna De Mott, 98, Was Legal Secretary;
Active Church and Auxiliary Member

Edna Scofield De Mott, 98, of
Fanwood, a retired legal secretary,
died on Monday, February 1, at Cen-
ter for Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.

A native of Rochester, N.H., she
had lived in Elizabeth and then in
Chatham before moving to

Elizabethtown, Ky. She moved back
to New Jersey three years ago and
resided at The Chelsea at Fanwood.

Mrs. De Mott was a member of
the First United Methodist Church
of Westfield. Over the years, she
also had been an active member of
St. James United Methodist Church
in Elizabeth, the Chatham United
Methodist Church in Chatham and
the Memorial United Methodist
Church of Elizabethtown, Ky., serv-
ing in various leadership positions.
In Kentucky, she additionally was a
member of the Hardin Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary, volunteering in
the gift shop for more than 35 years.
She received a 23,000-hour service
pin.

Her husband, Elmer G. De Mott;
two brothers, William A. Scofield and
Elmer A. Scofield, and a sister, Adeline
Scofield Fritz, predeceased her.

Surviving are two daughters, Gloria
J. Brodersen and her husband, Gary, of
Fanwood and Norma J. Doyle and her
husband, Michael, of Walden, N.Y.;
three grandchildren, Amy Brodersen
of Fanwood, Bonnie Doyle Ham of
Walden, N.Y. and Daniel Doyle of
Middletown, N.Y., and two great-grand-
children, Benjamin and Molly Doyle.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, February 5, at the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment took place at
Hardin Memorial Cemetery in
Elizabethtown, Ky.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the First United Methodist
Church, 1 East Broad Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090 or to Center for Hope Hos-
pice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076. For additional informa-
tion or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 11, 2010
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INDUCTED…Forty-three seniors
were inducted to the McNally-Sinnott
chapter of the National Honor Society
(NHS) at St. Peter’s Prep during a
ceremony on November 12. The NHS
chapter recognizes upperclassmen who
set an example for their fellow students
by their scholarship, character, lead-
ership and service. Pictured is Scotch
Plains resident Benjamin
Stracquatanio, class of 2010.

SP-F Foundation Announces
Availability of Applications

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) Scholarship
Foundation announced that scholar-
ship booklets and applications are
now available for all Scotch Plains
and Fanwood residents who will
graduate from high school in 2010 or
who will be undergraduate students
in college during the 2010–2011 aca-
demic year.

The booklets and applications are

available to be picked up from the
Counseling Services Office at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

In accordance with the instruc-
tions to be found in the booklet, by
March 1, the foundation president,
Ellie Kramps, must receive all appli-
cations.

Many of the scholarships are not
based on financial need but are avail-
able to students who demonstrate high
moral character, have a strong desire
to succeed academically and who are
motivated by self help. Applicants
should follow the instructions pre-
sented in the scholarship booklet and
submit their application, as well as
accompanying materials by the re-
quested deadline and to the address
as indicated.

Any questions may be directed to
the president of the foundation at
(908) 322-2337.

Over the past 43 years, the board of
trustees of the SP-F Scholarship Foun-
dation has administered scholarships
through the many generous gifts given
by current and former members of
our two communities.

At the present time, it manages
scholarships from 23 established
funds and from 21 individuals and
organizations that give it money on
an annual basis. As of this time, the
total planned to be awarded by the
foundation for the 2010–2011 aca-
demic year will be $147,706.

If any members of the community
would like to contribute to the Dol-
lars for Students Fund, they may do
so by sending their gift to the SP-F
Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box
123, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

A GOOD JUDGE OF CHARACTER…Character counts at Franklin School in
Westfield, where students have pledged to instill positive traits. The “Kids for
Character” program builds upon six “pillars,” which are respect, trustworthiness,
responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship. Franklin’s hallways recently have
been renamed with street signs reflecting the “pillars” (such as Respect Road and
Trustworthiness Trail). During assemblies throughout the year, each grade takes
a turn demonstrating real-life situations in which a pillar can be applied success-
fully. Whenever a student displays good character, a fellow student makes note of
it and places a slip of paper in a classroom bucket. Principal Eileen Cambria collects
the buckets and often reads the notations during morning announcements to
commend the students involved. Pictured, left to right, are: fourth grader Jessica
Ripperger, second grader Eddy Saintil and third grader Emma Downer.

Sister Percylee Hart
To Be Honored in April

By PAMELA STAEUDLE
Technical Resource Coordinator, UCESC

SCOTCH PLAINS – On April 29,
Sister Percylee Hart, principal of
Union Catholic High School, will be
honored at the 15th annual Awards
Reception  at the Primavera Regency
in Stirling given by the Union County
Educational Services Foundation.

As principal of Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains since
1980, Sister Percylee has brought
innovation and technology to the stu-
dents and staff at her school.

“I’m a futurist, always looking out
to see what’s next and finding where
we can move the boundaries,” she
said.

When manual typewriters needed
to be replaced, they were replaced
not with an electric typewriter but
with a computer desktop. When the
desktops became outdated, they were
upgraded to laptops.

Science lab rooms were trans-
formed into computer labs with a
virtual library that now contains,
among other things, weather probes
that independently collect science
data.

“Empowering the teachers and stu-
dents with more sophisticated tech-
nology produces brighter and more
engaged learners,” Sister Percylee
said.

In 1980, Sister Percylee joined
Union Catholic as principal and led
the way for the school to become a
co-ed institution. Soon after, she was
invited to a technology conference
by Bill Gates, then-CEO of Microsoft
Corp, and decided the future of Union
Catholic lay in integrating technol-

ogy into every corner of learning.
She herself enrolled in computer

programming courses at Union
County Vo-Tech and brought what
she learned back to the school.

In 1997, Sister Percylee began a
pilot program with students in the
Union Catholic accelerated pro-
grams. With a small amount of seed
money and contributions from par-
ents, Sister Percylee had those stu-
dents and their teachers receive pro-
gramming training in Microsoft ap-
plications on new laptops and began
to infuse technology into the cur-
riculum.

The program quickly became a
success, and a $1-million technol-
ogy plan was put in place. There are
now seven separate computer labs,
“learning strands” as Sister calls
them, in addition to interactive
SmartBoards installed in many of
the classrooms.

Sister Percylee has been conferred
as a Trustee Emeriti at Georgian
Court University after serving on its
board; she is president of the Re-
gional Principals Association for the
Arch Diocese of Newark; has served
as past president of the Middle States
Association of Colleges and Schools,
and received the Union County
Women of Excellence Award in 2001
by the Union County Commission
on the Status of Women, among other
honors.

For more information on how to at-
tend the awards reception or for infor-
mation regarding sponsorships, adver-
tising in the ad journal and raffle tick-
ets, call Marlene Boyea at (908) 233-
9317, extension 66, or go to ucesc.org.

Union Catholic Seniors Named Scholars

Bigelow Makes
College Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Muhlenberg Col-
lege has announced its dean’s list for
the fall 2009 semester. Students must
earn a minimum of a 3.5 grade point
average (4.0-scale) to attain dean’s
list status.

Westfield’s Steven Bigelow, a mem-
ber of the class of 2011, is an Ac-
counting and Finance major. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bigelow
and a graduate of Westfield High
School.

Motorcyclists Assist Evangel
Mission to Help Needy

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD…Operation Christmas Child boxes, which
are full of school supplies, toiletries and toys that are sent to needy children
throughout the world, are loaded on a truck. Standing in the truck, from the
Christian Motorcyclists Association (CMA), pictured from left to right, are:
Chuck Pirao, Howie Lasky and Joe Genna. In front of the truck, left to right, are
CMA members: Dave Kravitz, Mike Wilson and Michael Costa, as well as Dan
Ramella, Scotch Plains Evangel Church collection center coordinator.

SCOTCH PLAINS – For more than
10 years, The Evangel Church, lo-
cated at 1251 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains, has participated in Operation
Christmas Child – the largest, non-
denominational, outreach to children
in the world, and this year, one of the
many groups to help them was the
Christian Motorcycle Association.

Since 1993, Operation Christmas
Child, an International Christian re-
lief and evangical organization led by
Franklin Graham (son of Billy Gra-
ham), has collected and shipped more
than 61 million shoeboxes full of
school supplies, toiletries and toys to
desperate and needy children through-
out the world.

The Evangel Church became one
of the collection sites five years ago.
Now with the help of many volun-
teers and Operation Christmas Child
Collection Center Coordinator Dan
Ramella, The Evangel Church has
become a major area collection site,
collecting boxes from all around cen-
tral New Jersey, including commu-
nity groups, clubs, organizations and
other churches, and sending the boxes

to the main distribution site in North
Carolina.

The local Operation Christmas
Child ministry has grown every year.
This year, central New Jersey, which
includes Union, Somerset, Middlesex,
Hunterdon and Monmouth Counties,
collected 11,700 gift-filled
shoeboxes.

This was an increase of 2,200
shoeboxes from last year. At last count,
Operation Christmas Child collected
close to 5,195,000 shoeboxes for
2009.

For more information regarding
Operation Christmas Child, go to
samaritanspurse.org and click on
Operation Christmas Child.

Operation Christmas Child is build-
ing an “Area Team” of volunteers in
central New Jersey that will work all
year long to promote Operation
Christmas Child to community
groups, clubs, organizations and
churches that do not yet participate.

For more information on how to
become a part of the Operation Christ-
mas Child team, contact Starr Ramella
at starrcentralnjocc@comcast.net.

DISTINGUISHED…Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains announced its
Edward J. Bloustein Distinguished Scholars. Pictured, left to right, are: Greg
Gedman, Union; David Herren, Colonia; Stephanie Leso, Scotch Plains; Daniel
Chapman, Scotch Plains; Jaclyn Ferrie, Colonia; Alex Bricki, Linden; Samantha
Marques, Rahway; John Cierpial, Linden; Jamie Ciocon, Edison; Robert Magella,
Carteret; Megan Furlong, Maplewood; Alexander Tran, Colonia, and Thomas
Kaluzny, Elizabeth.

Holy Trinity Announces
Honor Roll Honorees
WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity Prin-

cipal Sister Maureen Fichner has an-
nounced that the following students
have attained Honor Roll status for
the first trimester of the 2009-2010
school year:

Grade 8: High Honors – Caroline
Kelly and Jamie Siburn.

Grade 8: Honors – Marc Cavallo,
Kirstyn Frank, Daisy Hanna, Andrew
Jordan, Ryan Kelly, Savannah
Llewellyn, Noah Penders, Madeleine
Pfeifer and Diana Riazi.

Grade 7: High Honors – Kristine
Aguinaldo, Clark Burnett, Sarah
DiIorio, Caitlyn Glynn, Peter Herbert,
Caroline Knapp, Bridget McAllister,
Patricia Ann Salazar, John Skinner
and Emily Wieszczek.

Grade 7: Honors – Olivia Anys-
Anderson, Michaela Brennan, Sara
Hughes, Catherine Massa, Nicole
Notar, Marilyn Rodrigez and Caroline
Verdic.

Grade 6: High Honors – Julia
McDonald.

Grade 6: Honors – Tara Coffey,
William Fitzpatrick, Peter Hunziker,
Mitchell Kelly, Alexandra Liebowitz,
Christina Mastrocola, Rionach
McEwan, Grace Pfeifer, Anthony
Scalia and Patrice Sosinski. Killeen Makes

College Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Muhlenberg

College has announced its dean’s list
for the fall 2009 semester. Students
must earn a minimum of a 3.5 grade
point average (out of a 4.0 scale) to
attain dean’s list status.

Allison Killeen, a member of the
class of 2013, is from Scotch Plains.
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John Killeen and a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Hone Written Skills
Through UCC Course

CRANFORD – People can enhance
their career marketability by improv-
ing their interpersonal and written
communication skills. A first step is
to take a non-credit professional de-
velopment course, “Effective Com-
munications in Business” for eight
weeks, starting in March, at Union
County College’s Cranford campus.

The course will address verbal, non-
verbal and written communication
skills, dealing with such important
areas as managing conflict in the
workplace, active listening, choosing
the right words to convey a message,
interpreting body language and other
non-verbal communication.

It will also cover group problem
solving, and writing effective letters,
memos, e-mail and short reports.
Grammatical questions will be con-
sistently addressed.

Students will walk away from the
course with a more insightful under-
standing of the inner workings of the
communication process and how each
aspect plays an integral role in the
total communication effort.

A textbook and worksheets will be
used, along with relevant handouts,
exercises and writing assignments to
correspond with each class topic.

The course is highly interactive, fo-
cusing heavily on individual student
concerns through practical exercises as
well as full-class discussions and
partnering to emphasize issues that face
individuals in their workplace settings.

“Effective Communications in
Business” will be presented from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, March 2
through April 27, at the college’s
Cranford campus. No class will be
held on March 16 due to the college’s
closing for Spring Break.

For further information or to regis-
ter, call the College’s Division of
Economic Development and Continu-
ing Education at (908) 709-7600.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL STIMULUS PROJECT FUNDED BY ARRA

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 3/9/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Route 22 Liberty Ave & Conrail Bridge, From East to Bloy St to West of Harding

Terrace, Contract No. 057009080, Bridge Replacement, Paving, Grading and
Drainage, Hillside Township, Union County

Federal Project No: FS-0040(168) UPC NO: 009080, DP No: 09154
This is American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (AARA) Funded Project Subject to

Legislative Approval.
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27. For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/11/10, 2/18/10 and 2/25/10, The Leader Fee: $189.72

WHS Reveals Nationally
Commended Students
WESTFIELD – Twenty-one

Westfield High School students have
been named Commended Students in
the 2010 National Merit Scholarship
Program. Commended students
placed among the top 2.3 percent of
more than 1.5 million students who
entered the competition by taking the
Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test critical
reading, mathematics and writing
skills.

In congratulating the students,
Westfield High School Principal Pe-
ter Renwick, noted that their perfor-
mances “speaks volumes about their
abilities and commitment to their
education.”

The Commended Students from
Westfield High School include:

Zachary Bakhtin, Andrew
Cordeiro, Tyler Cusick, Michael
Eilbacher, Benjamin Fine, Zachary
Helfand, Miles Hsu, Michael
Kaufhold, Daniel Krack, Zachary
LaPorta, Dalton Mack, Jessica
Mondon, Samuel Mumford, Joshua
Perlman, Megan Ramage, Adam
Reich, Megan Reilly, Michal Sagal,
Kenneth Sipe, Graeme Stahl and Siyu
Xiao.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/4/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Underground Electrical Structures North 2010; Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 10413

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/11/10, 2/18/10 and 2/25/10, The Leader Fee: $195.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on February 24,
2010 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 30 Montrose Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 19 Lot 6,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Michal and Maria Marko.

The applicant requests to expand a front
porch which is in violation of:

Section 184-115(8) of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Maxi-
mum building coverage; Permitted: 24%;
Present: 23.25%; Proposed: 25.59%.

Section 184-115(9) of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Maxi-
mum improvement coverage; Permitted:
35%; Present: 41.2%; Proposed: 43.52%.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
M. Marko

30 Montrose Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023

1 T - 2/11/10, The Times Fee: $36.21

SWAP TILL YOU DROP…Washington Elementary School, located in Westfield,
held its first Book Swap. Students were able to recycle and reuse, as well as give to
others when they donated their old books to swap. All leftover books were donated
to children at St Josephs in Elizabeth. Parents Debbie Worms and Lori Feinberg,
as part of Washington School’s Green Team Committee, worked with librarian
Sally Heyder to put the swap together. Above, students, pictured from left to right,
Devin Caherly, Mathew Cafiero and Ava Luzzi show off their new “used” books to
Green Team Committee members Lori Feinberg, left, and Debbie Worms.

UW Recognizes
FW, WF Students

AREA – The University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison has recognized students
named to the dean’s list for the fall
semester of the 2009-2010 academic
year. The dean, at the close of each
semester, recognizes students who
achieve at a high level academically.

Locally, Fanwood’s Cara Levinson,
School of Human Ecology,
Westfield’s Rachel Barrett, College
of Letters and Science, and Carly
Oliff, College of Agricultural and Life
Sciences, made the dean’s list.

To be eligible for the dean’s list,
students must complete a minimum
of 12 graded degree credits in that
semester. Schools or colleges typi-
cally require students to rank in the
top 10 percent of their class or achieve
a grade point average of 3.75 or higher
in order to receive this honor.

Women’s Cornerstone
Accepts Retreat Apps.
WESTFIELD — The St. Helen’s

Women’s Cornerstone team is
accepting registrations for its annual
retreat, which takes place on March 5
and 6. The 26-hour retreat takes place
in the church’s parish center.

The aim of Cornerstone is to
provide a space to explore and
reawaken faith and provide a fresh
perspective on life. The overnight
retreat offers a low-key, no-pressure
setting for participants to experience
a spiritual and faith-centered renewal.

Registration forms for St. Helen’s
Cornerstone’s 21st annual women’s
retreat are available at the church,
located at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield, or online at
cornerstonexp.org.

Those interested can also contact
Ellen Murphy at (908) 322-3411 for
more information.

WF Resident Booth
Earns Kaplan Degree
WESTFIELD – Irena Booth of

Westfield has been awarded a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Manage-
ment from Kaplan University. Ms.
Booth’s accomplishment was cel-
ebrated during a live graduation cer-
emony on January 30 in Miami.

General Colin Powell, the 65th
Secretary of State and former chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, served
as the commencement speaker.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains an-
nounced that 13 students from the class
of 2010 have been named Edward J.
Bloustein Distinguished Scholars.

They are Greg Gedman, David
Herren, Stephanie Leso of Scotch
Plains, Daniel Chapman of Scotch
Plains, Jaclyn Ferrie, Alex Bricki,
Samantha Marques, John Cierpial,
Jamie Ciocon, Robert Magella,
Megan Furlong, Alexander Tran and
Thomas Kaluzny.

Distinguished Scholars are offered
an annual award of $1,000 to be used
at a New Jersey university or college
without regard to financial need.

The Higher Education Student As-
sistance Authority, an independent

agency of the State of New Jersey,
administers the Garden State Schol-
arship Program, which includes the
Edward J. Bloustein Distinguished
Scholar and Urban Scholar awards.

Each year, more than 7,000 stu-
dents statewide receive scholarships
in recognition of their high level of
academic achievement. Students may
use these awards to continue their
education at New Jersey institutions
of higher education.
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Renowned Tango Masters
To Join Westfield Symphony

Tango masters Carolina Jaurena and
Diego Blanco will present Tango at its
fiery best in late February.

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 20, at 8 p.m., at Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway,
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) presents Variations on a Latin
Beat, a display of partnerships pre-
senting virtuoso performances, se-
ductive melodies and dance rhythms
from the Spanish Diaspora and be-
yond.

Audiences will discover the pas-
sion of the authentic Tango, as WSO
is joined by the precision of
Argentinean tango masters Carolina
Jaurena and Diego Blanco.

Ms Jaurena’s career includes mul-
tiple performances
at Lincoln Center,
on Broadway and
at music festivals
throughout the
United States, as
well as with re-
nowned orchestras
such as the Nash-
ville Chamber Or-
chestra in Tennes-
see and the Louisi-
ana Philharmonic
Orchestra.

A first-prize win-
ner on the popular
program “Sábado
Gigante” on
Univision, Ms.
Jaurena is also a
sought-after per-
former in television
and film, having
featured on such
shows as Fox 5
“Good Day New
York” with Penny
Crone and “Today in NY” on NBC. In
2006, she was the primary dancer in the
feature film, Random Hearts, directed
by Sidney Pollack and starring Harrison
Ford.

Ms. Jaurena’s partner, award-win-
ning Argentina Tango dancer, Mr.
Blanco, is one of the top performing
tango dancers in the world today. His
tango style is energetic, rhythmical and
innovative, and through fluid move-
ment, he works seamlessly with Ms.
Jaurena to fuse nuevo tango with the
close embrace of traditional tango.

An original cast member of both the
company Argentine Tango and The New
York Tango Dance Company, he re-

11-Year-Old Lets Readers
Peek into ‘Invisible World’

North Plainfield’s Milan
Begins ‘Battling’ Soon

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Many bands work
for years touring, recording and gen-
erally working hard before they can
come within even a glimpse of their
idols. For North Plainfield’s reggae-
rock band Milan (pronounced My-
Lin), however, they got a chance to not
only meet an idol, but open for them.

“We were playing at the Surf Club,
opening for [Bob Marley’s] Wailers,”
recalled bassist David Sloyan. “It was a
huge crowd, and not only did we open,
we got to hang out backstage with them
afterwards. I got to meet [bassist] Ashton
Barrett on my birthday!”

Such a momentous occasion is just
one of the accom-
plishments that
Milan has
achieved. In addi-
tion to the Wailers,
the band has
opened for punk
legends the Off-
spring at a sold-out
Starland Ballroom
show.

“That really was
a huge thing for us,”
said singer/guitar-
ist Milan Lazistan
III. “The Offspring
didn’t even want an
opener until the last
minute, so we were
lucky we had con-
nections with the
Starland owner.
Plus, everybody
loved our set, and
we sold a ton of CDs, and signed about
90 percent of them.”

While opening for such bands is
tremendous, Milan, which also includes
drummer Edwin Estevez Jr., did get a
chance to shine on its own when it won
a spot on the Warped Tour, a summer
tradition that blends various types of
music. But it wasn’t easy to play on.

“We had to get to Oceanside at 8

[a.m.] in the morning, so we got up at
like 5 a.m.,” Mr. Sloyan said. “But
our set wasn’t until 2 p.m., so we
basically conked out until we had to
start setting up. But it was a great
experience,” he said.

More recently, Milan took on a
slightly different project – recording a
theme song for Mav (Maverick) TV’s
“Body Shots,” a show which exam-
ines several bars across the country.

This was another “legend-meeting
event,” as the band was able to work
with Marshall Goodman and Michael
Happoldt, the former DJ and producer,
respectively, for Sublime, another huge
influence on the band. The song has
been released as an official single.

Currently, Milan
is working on its
new EP, “I’ll be
Your Huckle-
berry,” and promot-
ing the current al-
bum “Cheesesteak
in a Glass.”

A coup for the
group, it won a spot
on the Bamboozle
tour, a festival so
large it has east and
west coast editions.
Weezer and
Paramore are ex-
pected to headline
this year.

“We start ‘bat-
tling’ other bands
soon,” Milan said.

If their current
streak is any indi-
cation, there will be
plenty of Milan

fans at Bamboozle, ready for the
“roots-rock-reggae with that east coast
sound.”

Further information on the band
and upcoming shows can be found at
http://milannj.com/index.html. Al-
bums are available at itunes.com and
amazon.com, as well as the Westfield
Sound Station.

North Plainfield’s Milan (pronounced
My-Lin)

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Eleven-
year-old Morasha Winokur has come
to terms with having a brother with
special needs by writing a book for
other young people who are experi-
encing similar family dynamics.

“My Invisible World: Life With
My Brother, His Disability and His
Service Dog” is being hailed by pro-
fessionals and lay persons alike as a
first of its kind.

“Until ‘My Invisible World’ was
released, there was no book written
specifically for siblings of a child
with disabilities,” said Morasha’s
mother, Donnie Kanter Winokur, a
former resident of Berkeley Heights.

Morasha’s brother, Iyal, suffers
from Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disor-
ders (FASD), a host of nonreversible
conditions, including brain damage,
which occur when a fetus is exposed
to maternal alcohol consumption.

Born in Astrakhan, Russia just two
days apart, the siblings were
adoptedwhen they were babies by
Donnie and Rabbi Harvey Winokur.
Iyal was diagnosed with FASD shortly
thereafter. The condition affects his
intelligence, memory and ability to
express his emotions.

The demands of caring for an FASD
child can be overwhelming, and to
help her deal with all the extra atten-
tion her brother was receiving,
Morasha began journaling when she
was 8.

“My Invisible World” was created
from Morasha’s journals.

In a sensitive – yet heartfelt – way,
“My Invisible World” addresses the
needs of the non-disabled sibling,
and how those needs of the disabled
sibling often overshadow those of the
other child.

“People don’t see what I live with,”
Morasha writes. “[Iyal] gets so much
attention that there are times I feel
like no one even realizes I am there.
This is when my invisible world gets
really big, and I feel really small.”

In the book, Morasha compares her
life, which she calls “very creative

and fun,” with that of her brother,
who suffers from nervousness, tan-
trums and rage.

Morasha, who will spend her ninth
year at Camp Riverbend in Warren
this summer, writes how keeping ev-
eryday life predictable is good for
Iyal, but boring for her. It also sad-
dens her to realize that although they
are the same chronological age, emo-
tionally and intelligence-wise, she and
Iyal grow further apart every day.

In addition to describing day-to-
day life with Iyal, Morasha also talks
about the family’s service dog, a 90-
pound golden retriever named
Chancer, who was trained specifi-
cally for Iyal.

Chancer’s joining the family has
had a positive impact on Iyal.

The dog has learned to obey com-
mands like “nuzzle” (when Iyal needs
extra attention) or “over” (when Iyal
needs to calm down).

The Winokur family currently lives
in Roswell, Ga., although their local
ties extend to Berkeley Heights, War-
ren and Gillette.

Speaking with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times by phone, Morasha was clear
about the message she would like her
book to convey.

“I want people to know it’s okay to
be different and work with what you
have,” she said.

Morasha, who was just honored as
the 2010 Gold recipient for Outstand-
ing Young Contributor for the Mom’s
Choice Award, received help writing
“My Invisible World” from Jodee
Kulp, a child advocate and award-
winning author.

“Morasha’s bold new work…shouts
clearly the voice of many sisters and
brothers of children with invisible dis-
abilities,” said Ms. Kulp.

“Her honest expression provides
opportunity for discussion families
have needed for generations,” she con-
tinued.

“My Invisible World” is published
by Better Endings New Beginnings,
and is available at the
chancerchronicles.com.

Local Student to Perform
‘Side-By-Side’ with NJSO

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local student
William Shore of Scotch Plains will
perform in the Greater Newark Youth
Orchestra’s (GNYO) annual side-by-
side concert with the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra (NJSO) at the
NJSO’s Family concert, Peter and
the Wolf.

The event – to be held on Saturday,
February 13, at New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark –
features the GNYO performing along-
side the NJSO for Grieg’s In the Hall
of the Mountain King and
Humperdink’s Evening Prayer and
Witch’s Ride. Education and Com-
munity Engagement Conductor Jef-
frey Grogan conducts.

William performs violin in GNYO,
the celebrated student orchestra of
the NJSO.

“It’s always a thrill for members of
GNYO to perform with musicians of

the caliber of the NJSO,” Mr. Grogan
said. “Each student gets to sit next to
a member of the NJSO, and that is an
experience that elevates us all above
where we – as a student orchestra –
would normally go on our own.”

On the same program, NJSO pre-
sents Prokofiev’s rendering of the
classic tale Peter and the Wolf. The
concert – the second annual Gretchen
Lochner Gonzales Memorial Con-
cert – is the second in the NJSO’s
three-concert 2009-10 Family series.
A fitting pre-concert adventure brings
Atka, a male wolf from New York’s
Wolf Conservation Center, to NJPAC
for concertgoers to see.

The performance takes place at 2
p.m. in Prudential Hall at NJPAC. The
pre-concert begins in the lobby at 1
p.m. Tickets are $12 and are available
for purchase by phone at (800) ALLE-
GRO (255-3476) or at njsymphony.org.

INVISIBLE NO LONGER...11-year-old Morasha Winokur writes in her book
about how the demands of caring for a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum child can be
overwhelming. To help her deal with all the extra attention her brother was
receiving, she wrote “My Invisible World” at age 8. Sitting obediently beside her
is the family’s service dog, a 90-pound golden retriever named Chancer, who
was trained specifically to work with Iyal, Morasha’s brother.
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cently performed in the Off-Broadway
show Gardel The Musical, and at
Repertorio Espanol where he choreo-
graphed, danced and acted. He also
toured Asia in 2008 with The Four
Seasons tango show.

Their team of professional Tango
dance masters, including Colombian
stage Tango world championship final-
ists Adriana Neira and Orlando Ibarra
and Argentinian bandoneon star Hec-
tor del Curto, will partner with Maestro
David Wroe and WSO in a visual and
musical collaboration.

Continuing the Latin beat, WSO will
also perform De Falla’s The Three-

Cornered Hat, a
lighthearted tale of
attempted seduc-
tion that contains
some of the most
colorful music
coming out of
Spain. WSO will
also be joined by
soloist Elena
Baksht to present
more flowing melo-
dies and dance
rhythms with a
lively performance
of Gershwin’s Con-
certo in F.

This concert will
also feature a pre-
sentation of These
Worlds in Us by
Missy Mazzoli, the
Music Alive: New
Partnerships Com-
poser in Residence
with Westfield
Symphony Orches-

tra. Ms. Mazzoli was recently deemed
“one of the more consistently inven-
tive, surprising composers now work-
ing in New York” by The New York
Times.

A grant awarded to WSO by the
League of American Orchestras and
Meet the Composer has allowed Ms
Mazzoli to establish a residency with
WSO.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office (224 E. Broad
Street) or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets (purchased
with cash or check) are also available at
the Town Book Store in Westfield and
Martin Jewelers in Cranford. For fur-
ther information, call (908) 232 9400,
e-mail wso@westfieldsymphony.org or
go to westfieldsymphony.org or
teatrosi.com.

All ticket holders are invited to at-
tend an informative pre-concert lecture
and discussion led by Barbara Thomson,
which will take place prior to the con-
cert at 7 p.m. in the main hall.

Dr. Thomson has taught in the Mu-
sic Departments of a number of col-
leges and universities, including the
Peabody Conservatory, Johns
Hopkins University, Goucher Col-
lege and Rutgers University.

She has taught adult music-appre-
ciation courses in a number of venues
and is noted for her ability to commu-
nicate, both as a performer and a lec-
turer. She also appeared this season as
the organ soloist in the St.-Saens Or-
gan Symphony with the WSO.

‘Murder’ Takes Place
At Summit Playhouse
SUMMIT – There is going to be a

murder at The Summit Playhouse with
each performance of Murder In Green
Meadows by Douglas Post.

This psychological thriller, which
concerns two quirky couples whose
friendship quickly morphs into a laby-
rinth of surprising twists and turns,
runs Friday, February 19, through
March 6. There is a signed perfor-
mance on Sunday, February 28, at 2
p.m. Sherrie Ahlin directs.

Tickets are $20 for adults and $15
for students. For more information
on the playhouse, located at 10 New
England Avenue in Summit, call (908)
273-2192 or visit
summitplayhouse.org.
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Restaurant Week Set for Feb. 21-27
WESTFIELD – Enjoy lunch or din-

ner at downtown Westfield restau-
rants during Restaurant Week, Feb-
ruary 21 through the 27.

Downtown Westfield will continue
its tradition of Restaurant Week after
the popular success of its fall pre-
miere. From Sunday, February 21,
through Saturday, February 27, din-
ers can eat at their favorite restaurant

for a reduced price. Any two-course
dinner is offered for $20, and any
two-course lunch is available for $10.
Beverages, tax and gratuities are not
included in any Westfield Restaurant
Week price-fixed menu.

Some of the participating restau-
rants include: Limani Seafood Grill,
16 Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro,
Aquaviva delle fonti, Mojave Grille,

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Theresa’s, Isabella’s American Bis-
tro, The Brick Oven, Splash of Thai,
Jeffrey’s of Westfield, Cosimo’s,
Gabi’s Sushi and Noodles, The Of-
fice Beer Bar and Grill, Clyne and
Murphy, and Tinga Taqueria.

Reservations in advance are rec-
ommended by calling the restaurant
directly.

A drawing for a $20 gift certificate to
a restaurant, sponsored by the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, will be
held for each participating restaurant,
as well as a bonus drawing for a $10
Westfield parking card. There will be
two drawings per restaurant. The draw-
ings will take place at the end of Res-
taurant Week. Entry forms will be avail-
able at each participating restaurant
and all diners who complete the form
are eligible to win. An e-mail address is
required for the bonus parking card
eligibility.

Also, CoolVines will offer wine pair-
ings for each bring-your-own restau-
rant, as well as a 10-percent discount to
anyone who mentions Westfield Res-
taurant Week during Restaurant Week.

To view the list of participating res-
taurants and for more details, visit
westfieldtoday.com or call the Down-
town Westfield Corporation at (908)
789-9444.

Percussionists Will Perform
Saturday at SP-F High School

SCOTCH PLAINS  — World-re-
nowned percussionists will take center
stage, performing and teaching their
various techniques for the community
and music students from New Jersey at
the annual Day of Percussion this Sat-
urday, February 13, at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. The event,
which had been scheduled for the pre-
vious Saturday, was rescheduled due to
the snow.

High school and college percussion
ensembles from Randolph, Metuchen,
Rahway, North Brunswick and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood will perform from 10
a.m. until noon. Professional clinics
begin at noon with Rolando Morales-
Matos, an acclaimed world percussion-
ist for Broadway’s Lion King. Tommy
Igoe, described by Modern Drummer

Magazine as “a new drumming power,
breathtaking, inventive and disarmingly
strong,” plays at 1:30 p.m.

Greg Giannascoli, a concert percus-
sionist and coordinator of percussion at
Jersey City University, takes the stage
at 3:30 p.m., followed at 4:30 p.m. by
Thom Hannum, a Drum Corp. Interna-
tional Hall of Fame honoree and re-
nowned percussion educator and ar-
ranger.

Prizes, giveaways, raffles, vendor
merchandise and refreshments will be
available throughout the day. The event
starts at 10 a.m. and ends at 6 p.m.
Admission is $3 for children under 12
and $5 for everyone aged 12 and older.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School is
located at 667 Westfield Road in Scotch
Plains.

DINING DEALS…Diners enjoy Fall 2009 Restaurant Week at Acquaviva delle
fonti, just one of the many restaurants that will welcome diners during the upcoming
Westfield Restaurant Week to be held February 21 through February 27.

UCPAC Garden State Film Fest’s
Short Flicks Make Big Impact

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Earlier in January, the
Union County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) gave a special showing of
nine of the best short films of the Gar-
den State Film Festival. Though the
longest film was 10 minutes, the mini-
movies managed to expertly grasp
drama, comedy, or a combination of
both, during their runs.

The evening began with a brief intro-
duction from Diane Raver, a represen-
tative of the film festival, who com-
mented on how short films function as
a springboard for many emerging di-
rectors and are filmed out of love, with
little thought of profit.

The evening then began with the
Irish film New Boy, which chronicled
the first day of school for Joseph, a
young African boy in Ireland (many of
the films were billed from overseas).
Often, the film jumped between
Joseph’s experience at his former Afri-
can school and his new European digs,
showing the difference between the
unified African students and the tor-
ment caused by a rowdy Irish bully.

The most meaningful scene, how-

ever, was when the bully’s snowball
attack on Joseph paralleled the shoot-
ing of Joseph’s father, a teacher at the
same school, by guerillas.

After Joseph and the bully get into a
fight, a teacher pulls them into the
hallway and tries to ascertain what hap-
pened. Of course, she does not get an
explanation, as neither child speaks.
When the teacher leaves momentarily,
the bully begins mocking her, causing

Joseph – who, heretofore, had remained
mute – to begin joining in and joking
around. He and his former tormenter
are able to laugh at their common en-
emy – the teacher.

The following films, Snowtime and
The Heart is a Hidden Camera, took
two completely different views. The
first was a short cartoon about a dog
that hits his master with a mallet for
complaining endlessly about the cold,
then lights him on fire à la a disturbed
Wile E. Coyote short. The second was
a fantasy-type piece about a man whose
heart literally takes photos of his life
and changes his mood to fit the image.

Two further films dealt with how to

share loss with a hurt person (The
Reader, about a blind woman whose
friend lies about a death notice in the
mail) and taking chances (Vagabond
Shoes, about a homeless man who
finds a pressed suit outside a fancy
dinner party).

After a short intermission, the films
resumed with Sebastian’s Voodoo,
where a voodoo doll comes to life and
must save its fellow doll from the pins
of the voodoo doctor.

The following film, The Kiddush
Man, was perhaps the only weak point
of the night. The film concerned a
young Israeli boy, constantly bored at
the Sabbath prayer service, who always
leaves early to play, which rouses the
ire of an older man, who constantly
drags the boy around by his ear for
causing trouble.

However, when the man fails to at-
tend one day, the boy finds him mourn-
ing the loss of a friend or relative who
was killed in Israel’s Six Day War.
While the goal of the film may be to

show the boy becoming more respect-
ful of his culture or the old man, it
simply took too long to make its point
and does not explain the significance of
the war to those ignorant of it.

But the evening surged forward with
The Wednesdays, which followed an

elderly Irish couple who take the drug,
ecstasy, on Wednesdays to regain their
feelings of youth and excitement.

However, they are caught by the po-
lice and are risking jail time. Despite
the topic, the film had many poignant
moments, as the old, lonely couple was
able to rediscover their joy in one an-
other. The film also ends well, as the
couple escapes jail and is still able to
enjoy each other without drugs.

The last film, Final Sale, was a farce
in which two friends stage an epic
karate battle over a dress for a wedding;
pricing guns, hangers and poles be-
come dangerous weapons in this fea-
ture. And in true comedic fashion, nei-
ther girl obtains the dress. When they
leave, empty-handed, the clerks put out
an identical dress.

While each of the films was different,
all showed what a director with enough
skill and a good enough story could do,
even with a few minutes of time. With
any luck, some of the patrons who left
UCPAC that night were already think-
ing of ideas for their own films.

FW Arts Council Sponsors
‘Sweetheart Night’ Poetry

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts
Council and the Carriage House Po-
etry Series invite the public to attend
a free concert and poetry reading on
Tuesday, February 16, at 8 p.m. in the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center on Watson

Road, off North Martine Avenue, ad-
jacent to Fanwood Borough Hall.

The event, in observance of
Valentine’s Day, will begin with a
concert by the group “Slight Imper-
fection” featuring distinguished harp-
ist Odarka Stockert and songwriter/
musician Red Jimenez.

Ms. Stockert was a longtime stu-
dent of celebrated concert harpist, the
late Leone Paulson, with whom she
performed as a member of the Paulson
Harp Ensemble.

Mr. Jimenez was born in the Philip-
pines and immigrated to New Jersey
when he was 10 years old. A prolific
songwriter and musician, he has been
composing and playing guitar for more
than 20 years. He fronts the original
New Jersey-based band, “Red Reyne.”

Following the concert, audience
members are invited to join in an
open mic venue to read a love poem
by a famous poet or a love poem of
their own. The event is free and open
to the public. For more information,
call (908) 889-7223 or (908) 889-
5298. For online directions and infor-
mation, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

WF Student Plans
Concert for Haiti

WESTFIELD – Andres Chang, a
freshman at Westfield High School,
is organizing a benefit concert –
SONGS FOR SUPPORT – for Hai-
tian earthquake relief. The concert
will be on Friday, February 12, from
5 to 8 p.m. at The Crossroads in
Garwood.

The entrance fee is $7, and all
proceeds will be donated to the
International Rescue Committee to
help the victims of the earthquake.
Bands that will play include: The
Octagon, The Barstool Romantics,
Disposable Soul, The Curbwalkers,
Blue Side Down, The Marauders
and Please Throw Tomatoes.

Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre’s
Light in the Piazza Dazzles

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Stamp off the snow
on your boots and step into sunny Italy
in Cranford Dramatic Club’s (CDC)
The Light in the Piazza, one of the finest
productions ever offered at the play-
house that is now celebrating its 90th
season.

With vigor and professionalism, pro-
ducer Elizabeth Howard, musical di-
rector Clifford Parrish and director Jef-
frey Fiorello have mounted this ambi-
tious selection and placed themselves
and the cast on a pinnacle equal to few
in local or regional theaters.

It’s the summer of 1953, and Marga-
ret Johnson (Gabrielle Visser Trumbull),
the wife of a successful American busi-
nessman, is touring the Tuscan coun-
tryside with her only child, Clara (Lara
Hayhurst).

In a piazza in Florence, naïve Clara
has a chance meeting with a local young
man, 20-year-old Fabrizio Naccarelli
(Jeff Price), who is immediately smit-
ten by her sweet face, figure and de-
meanor. Likewise, her attraction to him
is instantaneous.  Ironically, the piazza
is the spot where Clara’s latent sexual-
ity starts to blossom, and also the locale
of Margaret’s honeymoon years earlier

with her husband Roy (Paul Rivers).
As the story of The Light in the

Piazza unfolds like the petals of a fra-
grant gardenia on a warm summer day,
a secret is revealed: Clara’s beauty be-
lies her emotional and mental immatu-
rity. Due to a childhood accident, she is
a 12-year-old housed in the body of a
young woman.

The first act flies by with songs some-
times in English and sometimes in Ital-
ian. “Say It Somehow (I Will Always
Understand),” a powerful duet by Clara,
who speaks little Italian, and Fabrizio,
who speaks little English, is charged
with sexual energy.

Body language and sporadic re-
sponses in English fill in the language
gaps for the audience. Unforgettable,
passionate songs include a wonder-
fully explosive, “The Joy You Feel”
sung by Fabrizio’s sister-in-law Franca
(Andrea Brooks) and a heart-wrench-
ing “Dividing Day” sung by Margaret
(Ms. Trumbull), who ponders when the
excitement and love left her marriage.

During the show’s intermission, di-
rector Jeff Fiorello explained in a pri-
vate interview the challenge he faced in
casting Lara Hayhurst as Clara.

“Lara is so inherently lovely, beauti-
ful and natural on stage; we needed
something physical to remind the audi-
ence that she was, indeed, different,” he
said.

Together, the director and actor dis-
covered a physical positioning of Clara’s
hands that plays well in making her
look awkward. That awkwardness jux-
taposes with amazingly gorgeous vo-
cals that emanate effortlessly from Ms.
Hayhurst.

The entire cast, including the en-
semble, is composed of first-rate sing-
ers and actors. Fabrizio’s brother
Giuseppe (John Secrist), in a short dance
interlude, displays his mastery of dance,
as well.

As an upper-middle-class Southern
mother, Ms. Trumbull’s Margaret is the
Hope Diamond in this gem-encrusted
musical. The jewels that complement
Ms. Trumbull’s sparkling voice are pro-
vided by Clara and Fabrizio, Ken Magos
as Signor Naccarelli, Karen Cantor as
the wife, John Sechrist as Giuseppe and
Andrea Brooks as Franca.

Composer Adam Guettel reportedly
found this sweet story that was first

published as a novella by Elizabeth
Spencer. It was made into a movie a few
years later and swept up for musical
theater by Guettel, who has been com-
pared to Steven Sondheim. Craig
Lucas’s libretto supports Guettel’s
strength as a composer.

The music lays down the romantic,
auditory track while authentic, smart
physical settings designed by Marc
Chandler complete the scenes in muse-
ums, a town square, a hotel bedroom,
the Naccarellis’ apartment and a men’s
shop.

The show’s pace hums along like a
finely-tuned engine of a 1950s Cadillac
when the varied and large set pieces are
moved unobtrusively and with split-
second timing by the expert stage crew.
Mr. Fiorello’s The Light in the Piazza,
a period piece, pays attention to detail –
from the well-appointed antique desk
of Mr. Johnson’s library to the 1950s
hats, gloves and matching purses and
shoes worn by the females.

Ladies’ dresses and suits of taffeta,
organza, lace and shantung are results
of brilliant costume designs by Cathy
Cohane, Elizabeth Howard and Mr.
Fiorello.

Mr. Parrish guides seven professional
musicians, including outstanding per-
cussionist Eric Borghi and memorable
harpist Patricia Turse, superbly.

“A fable of love that will last forever”
is what Mrs. Johnson hopes for her
daughter in this musical. It’s the poi-
gnancy of a fairy tale that begs for a
happy ending that will remain in the
hearts of anyone who sees this stellar
production.

Rahway Celebrates
Arrival of Grand Piano

RAHWAY – A ceremony to cel-
ebrate the arrival of the City of Rahway’s
new Fazioli Grand Piano for the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) will take place at the theatre,
located at 1601 Irving Street, on Sun-
day, February 21, at 4 p.m.

James Kennedy, mayor of Rahway,
Richard Stender, UCPAC board of trust-
ees president, Sandy Erwin, UCPAC
executive director, and Vassily
Primakov, Russian-born pianist, will
participate.

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
Beauty in the Breakup

Bon Iver’s Snowy Debut is Perfectly Melancholy

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Proving once again that bad break-
ups lead to creative genius, Bon Iver’s
“For Emma, Forever Ago” is a snowy
indie album of meditations on love
and the lack thereof.

After an end to a relationship,
singer-songwriter Justin Vernon re-
treated to a cabin in the Wisconsin
woods to lick his wounds the best
way a musician knows how – with a
guitar. The result is a mellow set that
feels like a snowy woodland cabin,
the perfect album to spin on a wintry
day.

The guitar strums and the layered,
gentle falsetto of the opener,
“Flume,” set the tone for the music
ahead. “For Emma, Forever Ago”
isn’t an album of stylistic surprises;
at its essence, it’s an intimate, gui-
tar-and-vocal-driven collection of
lovely, thoughtful songs.

The delight of Bon Iver is in a
different kind of surprise – a particu-
larly lush swell of vocal harmonies,
a piercing lyrical truism, a thought-
ful melody. The beauty is in the
subtleties.

“Lump Sum” slowly builds, gath-
ering instrumental lines like a winter
wind and then letting them go in an
ebb and flow with acoustic guitar. A
vocal swirl sweeps away as the song
ends.

“Skinny Love” gets the album’s
most assertive vocals. “And I told
you to be patient, and I told you to be
kind,” Vernon stresses in his lower
register as he works through a
relationship’s crumbling. Musician,
heal thyself.

Standouts include the feeling of
freedom – both musical and emo-
tional – in the album’s eponymous
song, “For Emma,” and the slow roll
of “Blindsided.”

But it’s the album’s closing cut,
“Re: Stacks,” that is the real gem, the
real heartbreaker. The soft, light
touch he brings to the guitar-and-
voice reflection makes the song’s
lyrics even more poignant.

“There’s a black crow sitting
across from me, his wiry legs are
crossed. He’s dangling my keys, he
even fakes a toss. Whatever could it
be that has brought me to this loss?”
It’s beautiful imagery coupled with
a painfully honest question.

“This is not the sound of a new man
or a crispy realization. It’s the sound of
the unlocking and the lift away,” Vernon
sings, his heart laid bare. And after the
emotional journey we’ve traveled with
him, when he sings the album’s last
words, “Your love will be safe with
me,” you believe him. We’ve felt his
loss, so we feel his sincerity. It’s a
beautiful, sad thing, and as 40 seconds
of closing silence give you a moment to
let it all sink in, you can’t help but want
to hear him reassure himself again.



The Power of Main Street
Downtown Westfield continues to be a preferred destination. Despite the current economy,
millions of dollars in reinvestment, thousands of volunteer hours, hundreds of new jobs, new
businesses, and business expansions have occurred — this is the Power of Main Street. 

The Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC), a New Jersey and nationally designated Main 
Street Community, is dedicated to promoting Downtown Westfield as a preferred destination. 
The DWC is committed to strengthening the downtown Special Improvement District as the 
center of community life and preserving the rich architectural legacy of the downtown area. 
Utilizing the Main Street approach for downtown revitalization since 1993, the DWC is both 
the management entity of the Special Improvement District and a nationally designated 
Main Street Community. 

The value provided by our downtown is immeasurable. Our merchants know you and your 
families, support your schools and fundraisers, employ many residents, and offer products 
and services that cannot be matched. Shopping and dining locally is critical to the long-term 
sustainability of the downtown experience and sustained health of our downtown businesses.

The Power of Main Street is not just a phrase — it embodies the downtown experience 
whether you are a shopper, diner, visitor, volunteer or stakeholder. Partner with us to ensure
Westfield remains a preferred destination where people want to live, work, and visit — 
now that's powerful! 

Sherry Cronin Beth Brenner Jamie Lemberg
Executive Director Assistant Online Marketing 

Executive Director Manager

Downtown Westfield Corporation  •  www.WestfieldToday.com
Cover Image by Dave Williams, Williams Nursery, Westfield, NJ

• Main Street Approach 
As prescribed by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation
National Main Street Center

• Design
Enhancing the physical
appearance of the commercial
district with sound design
principles

• Economic Development
Strengthening the district’s 
economic base 

• Organization
Communicating and building
consensus and cooperation 
among the many groups and
individuals who have a role in 
the revitalization process

• Promotion
Staging Events and Marketing
the commercial district’s assets

Published by Downtown Westfield Corporation



DESIGN

The Design Committee, comprised of design professionals
and experienced amateurs who volunteer their time, strive
to create a memorable and successful downtown. There 
is no single “look” that is imposed; rather 
the committee works with the signature 
“look” of the business and adapts it to 
our town codes and ordinances, while 
keeping historic preservation in the 
forefront to bring older buildings up 
to date with “new attitudes”. 

With the highly successful Façade 
Renovation Incentive Grant program, 
over 100 façades have been improved. 
This program has provided assistance to 
merchants and property owners to improve 
their façades either through upgrades in 
signage and awnings or more complex 
historic restoration projects. 

Using Photoshop and historic photos, a
new design was created for Mademoiselle,
107 E. Broad Street. Owners Mitchell and
Amy Mankin worked with Regal Restoration
and the DWC to realize the vision. 

Enhancing through Design

Downtown Improvements
The DWC is always working to create a more attractive
downtown for residents and visitors. The newest additions 
to the Downtown Improvement Plan includes curbing,
sidewalks, pavers, landscaping, and historic light poles on
South Avenue between Westfield Avenue and Central
Avenue. In addition, existing parking meters were removed
and replaced with parking pay stations. Future phases of the
Downtown Improvement Plan have been proposed for 
funding in other downtown areas.

Westfield in Bloom
America in Bloom® Awards Westfield a Four Bloom Rating
In 2009, Westfield competed for the first time in the national
America in Bloom® (AIB) competition and was recognized 
with a four bloom rating out of a possible five bloom rating.
Westfield was the only town in the state of New Jersey to
compete and was a national finalist in two categories. AIB is 
a national campaign and contest that promotes enhancing
communities through beautification. In the friendly competition,
communities are matched by population and evaluated on
their efforts related to floral displays, urban forestry, land-
scaped areas, turf and groundcover, tidiness, environmental
awareness, heritage conservation, and community
involvement. Many residents and groups townwide
participated. Richard Edge, Department of Public Works
(right), is pictured installing flower baskets.



While Westfield is not immune to economic challenges, Downtown Westfield 
continues to be an attractive place to open and maintain a business. There have 
been many business openings and even expansions of commercial space during 
the recession. Xocolatz, The Farmhouse Store, Sole Fine Italian Shoes, and
Westfield Sleep Center are notable examples of expansions and reinvestment,
while the Rialto Theatre re-opened after adding digital 3D screens, refurbished
restrooms and concessions.

The Economic Development Committee focuses its attention on attracting and 
retaining businesses and providing market and demographic data to prospective 
new businesses. 

The committee achieves this by providing information about operating a business 
in Westfield, and by conducting surveys and studies on issues such as parking, 
shopper preferences, vacancy data and rates as well as tenant mix in the district. 
The DWC works with downtown property owners to achieve their objectives.

Main Street New Jersey requires that periodic reporting be completed for 
Westfield's downtown. Since 2001, over $70 million of private investment has 
occurred downtown — a testament to the strength of our downtown as an 
attractive place to live, work and visit.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Strengthening the district’s economic base

Significant re-investment has occurred in
downtown. Some recent examples on E. Broad
Street include the historic Rialto Theatre, Sole
Fine Italian Shoes and The Farmhouse Store. 

Westfield’s crown jewel, the Rialto Theatre
(above), celebrated its 75th anniversary with a
grand re-opening. A major renovation occurred
including conversion to digital 3D technology.

Sole (owner Anna Mastroianni pictured far left)
and The Farmhouse Store (owner Ed Menapace
pictured right) are two of several businesses
who successfully expanded and relocated within
the district during the recent economic
downturn.

The Downtown Westfield Corporation is solely funded by more than 200 property owners in 
a designated district and is governed by a seven member Board of Directors. It has numerous
volunteers on the Design, Economic Development, Promotions and Organization committees.
Due to our revitalization success, Westfield won the 2004 Great American Main Street Award.
Current Board Members include: Dominick Verdic, Chair; Alan DeRose, Vice-Chair; Lee M.
Hale, Treasurer; Lisa Bertone-Marvin, Secretary; Diane Barabas, Jaime Chaves, Frank Arena,
Town Council Liaison; and Jim Gildea, Town Administrator. Contact us to volunteer!

ORGANIZATION
Creating a shared vision

Visit us online at
WestfieldToday.com

for the latest
news, events,

happenings and
volunteer

opportunities!

“Every dollar a community uses to support its local Main Street program leverages an
average of $25 in new investment, making the Main Street program one of the most
successful economic development strategies in America.”
National Trust for Historic Preservation National Main Street Center
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PROMOTIONS
Staging popular events

Photo Credits: 5K Race: Millicent K. Brody; Jazz: Cheri Rogowsky 

Be in the Know!
Sign up for our free, monthly email newsletter at WestfieldToday.com. 

Get the latest news, grand openings, shopping and dining information, events and more!

The DWC Promotions Committee is responsible for 
planning and implementing popular events  
such as the “Sweet Sounds 
Downtown” Jazz Festival, 
Downtown Westfield 
Restaurant Week, 
Downtown Westfield 5K 
& Pizza Extravaganza, 
Sidewalk Sale Days, 
“Welcome Home to 
Westfield” holiday events, 
and Trick or Treat Downtown 
& Halloween Costume 
Contest. These events and 
activities bring thousands 
of people to shop, dine
and enjoy downtown.

The DWC staff produces professional 
publications and web-based information with 
a consistent branding strategy. The DWC 
plans, executes and promotes popular 
events in the downtown and markets 
Westfield as a preferred destination.
Ads are designed and placed in various
publications including The Star-Ledger,
Suburban News, The Westfield Leader,   
Inside NJ, Overlook View, Edge,  
NJ Jewish News and on the internet.
The DWC also produces press
releases, brochures, and an annual
Destination Westfield Shopping
and Dining Directory with a
100,000 copy distribution.
WestfieldToday.com is updated
routinely. The monthly e-newsletter,
WestfieldToday, is currently sent 
to over 6,000 email addresses.

COMMUNICATIONS
Marketing Westfield’s Downtown

Destination Westfield Cover Photo Credits: 
Photographer: Nadine Raphael/Whitehall Media Productions;

Fashion Stylist and Make Up: Lauren Nitti/Whitehall Media
Productions; Hair: Anthony Michael/Anthony Michael Salon;

Fashion and Accessories: Lord and Taylor; Venue:
Acquaviva delle fonti; Models: Liane/MSA Women, NYC 

and Markus/ADAM, NYC

“A downtown is a stage onto which one performs.”
Kent Burnes, Main Street Consultant
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