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Minister to Discuss Efforts
At Mideast Peace Building

WESTFIELD – The Reverend Joan
Deming, a United Methodist pastor
from Madison, Wis., will speak about
peace building in Palestine and Israel
on Thursday, February 18, at 10 a.m.
in the Christian Lounge of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Reverend Deming serves as devel-
opment director for Pilgrims of Ibillin,
an American non-profit that supports
peace in the area. Her presentation
will highlight the story of Archbishop
Elias Chacour and the Mar Elias Edu-
cational Institutions he founded while
he was the parish priest in Ibillin, to
“Build Peace on Desktops.”

The schools accept students of all
races and religions who study side by
side. Nominated three times for the
Nobel Peace Prize, Archbishop
Chacour is the author of “Blood Broth-
ers” and “We Belong to the Land.”
Currently, he and Reverend Deming
are on a speaking tour in the Midwest.
Reverend Deming will return to Ibillin
in March on another mission endeavor.

The Reverend Robert “Bob” Pryor
will introduce the program and add his
own expertise to the presentation with
his first-hand knowledge of working
with Archbishop Chacour. Reverend
Pryor served as an interim minister at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
prior to serving as the pastor of The
First Presbyterian Church of Santa
Barbara, Calif. for 19 years. Earlier, he
and his wife were missionaries in Iran
for 21 years. Now retired in Caldwell,

he serves on the board of directors of
the Pilgrims of Ibillin.

This program is open to the public.
Presbyterian Women, who contribute
to the Pilgrims of Ibillin as an ongo-
ing mission project, encourage mem-
bers of the community to attend. Cof-
fee will be served at 9:30 a.m. prior to
the speakers’ presentation.

For more information on the Pil-
grims of Ibillin, visit
pilgrimsofibillin.org. The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield is located at
140 Mountain Avenue. Further infor-
mation on this or any other events
held at the church is available by
calling the church office at (908) 233-
0301 or visiting the church website:
westfieldpc.org.

PILGRIMS FOR PEACE…The Rev-
erend Joan Deming, pictured with
Archbishop Elias Chacour, will dis-
cuss Mideast peace-building efforts
with which they are involved on Thurs-
day, February 18, at 10 a.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. The
public is invited to attend.

Classical Guitarist to Visit
Local Library Next Week

Robert Dopira

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present clas-
sical guitarist Robert Dopira on
Wednesday, February 17, at 7:30 p.m.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Mr. Dopira teaches
guitar and music in the
Philadelphia area. His
repertoire consists of
the foremost guitar lit-
erature across centuries
and periods of music. It
includes Bach suites
and chaconnes,
Scarlatti sonatas,
Albéniz’s Suite
Espagnole, Moreno-
Torroba’s Castles of
Spain and Castelnuovo-
Tedesco’s Sonatina.

The evening’s program also will
cover Broadway show tune hits,
movie themes and Latin numbers.
Mr. Dopira’s special interest is

searching for unusual guitar tran-
scriptions of works by famous com-
posers.

Mr. Dopira has performed for au-
diences at libraries, schools, colleges,

churches and commu-
nity groups for the past
25 years. He studied gui-
tar with Anna
Kotsarenko at Coombs
College of Music,
Temple and Rutgers Uni-
versities, and with Albert
Valdes-Blain, a profes-
sor at Mannes College
of Music in New York
City, and a protégé of
international  concert/re-
cording star guitar vir-
tuoso Andrés Segovia.

The Rome Festival Or-
chestra in Italy awarded Mr. Dopira
a scholarship to participate in its
summer performance program. Mr.
Dopira holds a bachelor’s degree in
performance and has completed his
master’s degree courses.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, visit
wmlnj.org and click on Online Cal-
endar, or call (908) 789-4090, exten-
sion no. 4140.
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Wells Fargo Advisors and Stewart Ritter
Host Seminar on Social Security

WESTFIELD  – Stewart A. Ritter,
Senior Vice President - Investments
for the Westfield office of Wells Fargo
Advisor, on February 9 hosted a
seminar on Social Security at The
Westwood in Garwood. The semi-
nar proved to be both popular and
extremely informative. The guest
speaker was Jack Root, Regional
Vice President of Prudential Annu-
ities. Mr. Ritter spoke for approxi-
mately 15 minutes, and then intro-
duced Mr. Root, who spoke for ap-
proximately 25 minutes on Social
Security. A question-and-answer pe-
riod followed, and most attendees
left satisfied that they had learned
something new about Social Secu-
rity and general investing. A number
of guests received raffle prizes, and
a generous dessert spread rounded
out the evening. Transcripts of the
seminar are available upon request.

Stewart A. Ritter is Senior Vice
President - Investments with Wells
Fargo Advisors in Westfield, N.J. He
conducts informational seminars and
presentations for the general public,
as well as local civic groups, clubs
and organizations. He also writes a
monthly investment newsletter,
which is available free upon request.
For more information, and to re-
ceive a transcript of the seminar or
Stewart Ritter’s free investment
newsletter, please call Mr. Ritter’s
office at Wells Fargo Advisors, at
(908) 789-7802.

--

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. With
nearly $1 trillion in client assets as of
June 30, 2009, Wells Fargo’s broker-
age businesses have 15,500 full-ser-
vice financial advisors and 6,100 li-
censed financial specialists. This vast
network of advisors, one of the
nation’s largest, serves clients
through offices in all 50 states, the
District of Columbia and in Latin
America. Wells Fargo Advisors is
the trade name used by three sepa-
rate registered broker-dealers and
non-bank affiliates of Wells Fargo &
Company: Wells Fargo Advisors,
LLC, Wells Fargo Advisors Finan-
cial Network, LLC, and Wells Fargo
Investments, LLC (members SIPC).
Statistics include First Clearing, LLC,
and affiliate broker-dealer of Wells
Fargo & Company,
www.wellsfargoadvisors.com.

Wells Fargo & Company is a diver-
sified financial services company with
$1.3 trillion in assets, providing bank-
ing, insurance, investments, mortgage
and consumer finance through more
than 10,000 stores, over 12,000 ATMs
and the Internet (wellsfargo.com)
across North America and interna-
tionally. Investment products and ser-
vices are offered through Wells Fargo
Advisors, LLC. Investments and in-
surance products are not FDIC in-
sured, have no bank guarantee, and
may lose value.

Paid Bulletin Board
www.goleader.com/express
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Library Friends Accepting
Donations Through Feb. 28

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
(FSPPL) will continue to accept do-
nations through Sunday, February 28,
for their upcoming annual book sale.
Donations may be brought to the li-
brary, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The organization is seeking clean,
salable books with no torn or marked
pages. Both hardcover books and pa-
perbacks will be accepted, as well as
books on tape, music CDs and DVDs.
Older or time-sensitive materials such
as videotapes, magazines and text-
books cannot be accepted. Volunteers
will be available to help carry in dona-
tions on Saturday, February 20, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sundays, February
14, 21 and 28, from noon to 3 p.m.

The sale will begin with a children’s
sale on Saturday and Sunday, March
13 and 14, continue with a members’
preview night on Wednesday, March

Rosary Altar Society
To Gather Today

GARWOOD – The next monthly
meeting of St. Anne’s Rosary Altar
Society will be held today, Thursday,
February 11, in the Lower Church
hall after recitation of the rosary at
7:30 p.m. St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church is located at 325 Second Av-
enue in Garwood.

President Christine Guerriero will
welcome all members and call for
committee reports. Treasurer Lina
Delmonaco will accept annual dues
at this meeting. Program Chairman
Eleanor Senus has planned a video on
Our Lady of Lourdes to be viewed. A
report on the group’s annual Christ-
mas Party in December will be given.

Refreshments will be served dur-
ing the meeting. Members are re-
minded to continue to save pennies
for Raphael’s Life House in Eliza-
beth.

C.H.I.L.D. to Address
Sensory Integration

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
C.H.I.L.D. Organization will present
a workshop entitled “Understanding
Sensory Integration” on Wednesday,
February 17, at 7:15 p.m. It will take
place on the downstairs level of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
located at 430 Park Avenue.

Sensory integration is how all of a
person’s senses take in and process
information from all around. This
workshop will address the difficul-
ties some children experience with
sensory integration, causing them to
struggle at school, in social situations
and even at home.

Alisa Beth Olin, supervisor of Spe-
cial Services for the Elizabeth Public
Schools and formerly the occupa-
tional therapist for the Cranford
school system, will be the presenter.

Ms. Olin is an adjunct professor at
Kean University and maintains a pri-
vate practice within Union County.
Joining her will be Kathy Morris,
who is with the Cranford school sys-
tem. She has developed workshops
for professionals that focus on learn-
ing styles and differentiated instruc-
tion.

This free program is part of the
regular monthly programming spon-
sored by The C.H.I.L.D. Organiza-
tion of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. To
guarantee a seat and materials, or if in
need of Professional Development
Hours for CEUs, call (908) 322-4020.
Interested persons also may access
childorgspf.org.

Library Reveals Date
For Folk Music Cafe
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Public Library will
present its February Folk Music Cafe
on Thursday, February 18, from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Live music, fresh coffee
and desserts will be included.

Slide blues guitarist Robert Hill
and the Robert Hill Band, with Mark
Murphy on upright bass, will be fea-
tured at this month’s program. At-
tendees will have an opportunity to
request or lead songs during the song-
share segment of the evening. An
informal live jam session also will
take place.

Individuals are invited to bring
their instruments, and a piano is avail-
able. Admission will be free. The
Folk Music Café is sponsored by a
grant from the Watts-Mountainside
Community Foundation.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located on Constitution Plaza. For
more information or directions, visit
the library’s website,
mountainsidelibrary.org, or call
(908) 233-0115.

Anne Hale Speaker Series
Expands to Four Programs

WESTFIELD – The Anne Hale
Speaker Series, named for a late
Westfield woman who was active in
community events, will expand from
one talk to four events this year.

Financed through a grant from the
Thomas Glasser Foundation and by
the Anne and Lee Hale Fund, this
series is hosted by the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Jon Bramnick, a Westfield resi-
dent and the New Jersey Assembly
conference leader, will launch the
series on Thursday, April 8, with a
talk on varied topics of interest to the
legislature and the public.

Ex-major league baseball player Jeff
Torborg, a Westfield native, will talk
about the national pastime in a Thurs-
day, June 3 lecture.

These events are scheduled to take
place in the Community Room of the

Westfield Municipal Building, located
at 425 East Broad Street.

Dr. Thomas Farley, the New York
City health commissioner who grew up
in Westfield, will discuss the “Prescrip-
tion for a Healthy Nation” in his Thurs-
day, September 30 talk at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

The final speaker will be researcher
and author Arthur Lefkowitz of
Piscataway, a featured speaker last year
in the Anne Hale Series. His talk, also to
be held at the library, will be on the
“indispensable men” who helped
George Washington in the fight for
American independence. It will take
place on Wednesday, November 17.

Anne Hale, who died in 2007, was a
trustee of the Westfield Area “Y” and
active with other local organizations,
in addition to being a library patron.

17, and conclude with the adult book
sale Thursday through Saturday, March
18 to 20.

Additionally, adult and middle/high
school student volunteers are being
sought to help with pre-sorting materi-
als for the sale during those weekend
dates. Tasks will include transferring
donations from the main floor of the
library to the downstairs meeting room
using carts and a lift, sorting and boxing
books by category, and transferring
books to the storeroom. Volunteers look-
ing to obtain service hours, such as for
school clubs or religious organizations,
are particularly welcome.

For more information, contact FSPPL
President Joe Quarto at
joequarto@gmail.com. A sign-up book
for volunteers is available at the library
main desk. To join the Friends or learn
more about how to support the library,
visit scotlib.org for the Friends page.
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IHM Youth Ministry Plans
Youth Fest Trip For Feb. 28
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Youth

Ministry of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish in Scotch Plains,
under the direction of Matt Butler,
will sponsor a trip to the  Youth Fest
to be held on Sunday, February 28.
It will take place at the Youth Retreat
Center of the Archdiocese of New-
ark in Kearny. Youth Fest is a cel-
ebration of prayer and fellowship
comprised of high school students
(grades 9 to 12) from throughout
the archdiocese.

In addition to workshops on teen
topics, prayer, music and Mass, this
year’s festival will feature two
speaker/performers. One is singer,
songwriter and storyteller Steve
Angrisano, recognized as one of the
most dynamic and effective com-
municators with Christian youth in
the country.

Also appearing will be Tony
Melendez, a popular speaker and
performer who has performed for
popes and for presidents and who
has appeared at past World Youth
Days and national conferences
around the country. Born without
arms due to a drug his mother was
prescribed during pregnancy, Mr.
Melendez learned through faith and
persistence to play guitar with his
feet. His band will join him onstage.

The trip will leave at 9 a.m. from
the Nazareth Center of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church, located at 1571 South

Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains,
with an anticipated return of ap-
proximately 7 p.m. The cost will be
$20 per student and $10 for adults
who might wish to accompany.
Lunch will be provided.

The deadline to reserve a spot is
Tuesday, February 23. To reserve a
spot or obtain more information,
call Matt Butler through the parish
office at (908) 889-2100, or e-mail
him at mihmyouthgroup@aol.com.

SERVICE DAY…Girl Scout Troop No. 40914 of Fanwood-Scotch Plains partici-
pated in the first annual Martin Luther King Day of Service in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood January 18. Six Juniors, one Cadette and three adult members donated
their time to projects benefiting U.S. troops, cancer patients, senior citizens and
autistic children. Pictured, troop members and leader Michelle Tropper display their
completed wheelchair bags that were donated to local nursing homes and Children’s
Specialized Hospital.


