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ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, February 25th, 2010 at Ferraro’s South in Westfield, New Jersey and 
Saturday, February 27th, 2010 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New Jersey. 
Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 3 7   years, and his 
group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 
process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements, separation,
divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, 
domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and child
related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2010
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2010
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
570 Springfield Ave. 
Summit, New Jersey 07901
908-273-3000
www.grandsummit.com

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Council Should Not Act
Hastily on SPMC Concerns

Editorial

It’s probably good that two
weeks’ time will have elapsed by
the time the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council meets next week with
representatives from the Scotch
Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) to discuss proposed
changes to the ordinance that cre-
ated the special improvement dis-
trict two years ago and also to hear
about the SPMC’s hiring of two
managers to oversee efforts to re-
vitalize the moribund commercial
district.

It’s that second agenda item,
especially, that has the potential to
make next Tuesday’s meeting po-
tentially inflammatory — and we
hope time will allow tempers and
frustrations to cool off a bit. At last
week’s council session where the
hirings were first discussed, coun-
cil members expressed much frus-
tration over what they felt was a
disproportionately large portion
of the SPMC’s budget being spent
on salaries and administrative
costs for the two managers.

Mayor Nancy Malool called it
“irresponsible” that more than
two-thirds of the SPMC’s $64,000
budget will be earmarked for ad-
ministrative costs and salaries for
the two managers —
FirsTEAManagement of
Plainfield and township resident
Lisa Schiller. Other council mem-
bers were equally vehement, criti-
cizing both the twin hirings and

the hiring in particular of Mrs.
Schiller, whose husband sits on
the SPMC’s board of directors.
Councilwoman Mary DePaola
said Mrs. Schiller’s hiring
smacked of “favoritism.”

SPMC officials defended the
hirings, saying
FirsTEAManagement will help
with professional management
and administrative issues, while
Mrs. Schiller will be the group’s
“face on the street” in interacting
directly with local business and
commercial property owners.

What’s important at next
Tuesday’s get-together is that both
sides conduct themselves ratio-
nally. We like the advice offered
by Councilman Jeff Strauss last
week when he urged his colleagues
to “find out the facts before we
act.” Council members owe it to
SPMC officials to hear their rea-
sons for the dual hirings and for
why Mrs. Schiller’s hiring does
not present a conflict of interest.
SPMC representatives should be
aware of the council’s displeasure
with the amount of money being
expended on the managers and be
prepared to defend the decision,
not only to the governing body but
also to the local businesses that
pay the assessments that fund the
SPMC.

The SPMC is still in its infancy,
so it’s important that the council
not act hastily and angrily in this
instance. Given the level of oppo-
sition to its creation two years
ago, it’s important that the fragile
support for the organization be
maintained among the business
community. An all-out assault by
council members on the SPMC
will not be helpful in nursing along
the new entity as it enters its sec-
ond full year of existence. And the
council needs to be careful not to
give the appearance of meddling
too deeply in the SPMC’s busi-
ness.

In return, the SPMC needs to
step it up as well. Besides the
wildly successful Memorial Day
music festival last May, there was
not much else in the way of visible
progress to persuade people that
things are moving along. The
group this year needs successes
and accomplishments so that prop-
erty owners can see visible signs
of progress and be assured that
their money is being well spent.
It’d be a shame to have this most
recent effort to improve the com-
mercial district founder while sur-
rounding towns continue to up-
grade their own downtowns.

Action-packed day & travel summer 
camp for kids ages 21/2 to 14...

Check out Camp Yachad before summer 
begins at one of our OPEN HOUSES:

Sun, Feb 21  1 – 3 pm or Thurs, Mar  25  6 – 8 pm

at the JCC of Central NJ, 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

All the latest & greatest camp activities

amusement parks, overnights & more

Visit www.jccnj.org
for more information & summer 2010 registration.
* $100 savings/child offer based on 8-wk registration. $50 savings/child

applied to 4-wk registration. Offer expires March 25, 2010.

Come see

what we’re

all about!

Sign up at 
one of our 

Open Houses 
& save $100 
per child!*

Berkeley Heights is Getting a
Cell Tower at Runnells Hospital

When I attend freeholder meetings, I
find the information that is missing at
them to be the most interesting. The infor-
mation that is readily offered is suspect
and tainted in my mind. They should refer
to these gatherings as performances rather
than meetings. Information is so scarce;
Open Public Records Act (OPRA) re-
quests are the only way to get a glimpse
into how the people’s money is being
spent.

On the contrary, when there is an item
on the agenda that will be revenue pro-
ducing the freeholders are sure to make a
scene about it. So, when a resolution that
could produce $324,000 in revenue was
quietly passed with no fanfare, I knew
they were trying to keep this secret.
$324,000 in revenue? I would expect
balloons and confetti to fall from the
ceiling with the county’s extensive office
of public information snapping photos of
freeholders who are up for re-election.

But, people don’t like cell towers.
The following resolution was quietly

and unanimously approved at the Decem-
ber 17, 2009, freeholder meeting: Office
of County Counsel: New Cingular Wire-

less PCS, LLC, Morristown, New Jersey,
to lease the rooftop portion of Runnells
Specialized Hospital for cellular struc-
tural usage for 60 months (with three 60
month extension options) to produce rev-
enue in the amount of $324,000.

There were no press releases issued by
the county and to date no documentation
is being made available to the public.

[The Office of the County Manager
sent the following letter to Ms. Renna.]
This e-mail constitutes a formal and com-
plete response to your January 25, 2010,
OPRA request for “all contracts, agree-
ments and all correspondence between
County agents and New Cingular Wire-
less regarding the resolution to lease the
rooftop portion of Runnells Specialized
Hospital for cellular structural usage for
60 months (with three 60 month exten-
sion options) to produce revenue in the
amount of $324,000.” Please be advised
that the contract is still being negotiated
and is not yet available, pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Letters to the Editor

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Leonard
Lance, (R-7th) issued the following re-
garding President Barack Obama’s $3.8-
trillion budget proposal for fiscal year 2011.

“The President’s budget of proposed
tax increases and huge projected deficits
shows (that) this Administration is not
serious about getting our nation’s fiscal
house in order,” Mr. Lance said. “Instead
of putting forth a budget plan that re-
strains federal spending and reduces debt,
the President has sent Congress more of
the same reckless economic policies of
2009.”

Last week Lance sent a letter to the
President outlining his plan to strengthen
the economy and put people back to work.
On the issues of taxes and debt reduction,
Mr. Lance called on the President to,
“reconsider your call for higher taxes for
families making more than $250,000 a

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

Mr. President,
Reconsider Your $3.8

Trillion Budget

HEARTS FOR HAITI…On January 31, McKinley Elementary School fifth
graders held a hot cocoa and bake sale in the freezing temperatures as they raised
$150 for the “Hearts for Haiti” fundraiser. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Yuliana De los Rios, Gabriella Landaeta, Miranda Landaeta, Lizzie Brown-
Cordero, Uma Lakshman and unnamed friend.

year,” saying, “In New Jersey, this policy
would have a disastrous effect on our
fragile economy.” And concerning spend-
ing and debt, the Seventh District Con-
gressman called on President Obama to
embrace Mr. Lance’s “fiscally-respon-
sible debt reduction package to control
runaway federal spending and limit our
nation’s ever-growing debt and deficits.”

“Just three days after addressing the
Republican Conference about the impor-
tance of fiscal responsibility, President
Obama has sent to Congress a budget plan
of more spending, higher taxes and more
borrowing and debt. In these tough eco-
nomic times I believe we need to keep a
lid on taxes, control government spend-
ing and borrow less. This proposed bud-
get takes a diametrically opposite ap-
proach and should be thoroughly rejected
by Congress,” Mr. Lance said.

Medical Advisory Issued for
Haitians Entering the Country

WESTFIELD - The Union County
LINCS Agency, Office of Health Man-
agement this week distributed “Public
Health Advisory: Interim Recommenda-
tions for Initial Domestic Medical Screen-
ing of Haitians Entering New Jersey” to
medical and government officials.

A summary of the advisory includes
the following medical screening.

On arrival: 1. Perform history and physi-
cal: Complete history, review of systems,
and physical assessment with a focus on
infectious diseases of public health sig-
nificance. 2. Evaluate for tuberculosis:
Perform a chest radiograph and other
diagnostic studies to rule out active dis-
ease. Perform a test for latent tuberculosis
infection (TST or IGRA). 3. Assess im-
munization status: Assess and update
immunizations for each individual and
administer age appropriate vaccines if

records are not available.
Within 30 Days: 1. Screen for hepatitis

b infection: Perform HBsAg, HBsAb and
HBcAb. Immunize if appropriate. Can
initiate vaccine series if follow-up not
guaranteed or serology is not practical. 2.
Screen for intestinal parasites: Screen
asymptomatic and symptomatic individu-
als. Consider presumptive treatment if
not previously provided. Assess for Eosi-
nophilia. 3. Screen for malaria: Screen all
symptomatic individuals for malaria with
a blood smear. 4. Screen for HIV and
STIs: Screen all individuals for HIV and
syphilis. Consider testing for other STIs
as appropriate. 5. Other: Perform other
screening as appropriate including lead
testing, mental health evaluation, hearing
and vision screening.

For more information, contact Roberta
Milano at rmilano@ucnj.org.Charities Fundraiser

And State Settle
NEWARK – An Ocean-County based

independent paid fundraiser that solic-
ited donations for charitable organiza-
tions has agreed to pay a civil penalty
and to comply with applicable state
laws and regulations, under a Consent
Order reached with the Division of Con-
sumer Affairs.

New Liberty Promotions, Inc., of
Brick, which also does business as Do-
nation Processing Center of New Jer-
sey; Police Defense Foundation; and
Public Awareness Center and its owner,
Glenn Nowland, will pay $7,500 as a
civil penalty for violating the state’s
Charities Registration and Investiga-
tions Act and Regulations Governing
Charitable Fundraising. An additional
$7,500 penalty is suspended, but will
be enforced if the respondents violate
any terms of the Consent Order within
the next three years.

Additionally, Nowland agreed to
comply with the state’s applicable laws
and regulations in operating a new in-
dependent fundraiser that he is estab-
lishing – Capital Assistance, LLC,
which will do business as Community
Awareness Center.

Deputy Attorney General Jennifer
Dougherty represented the state in this
matter.


