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POLICE BLOTTER

“A NIGHT FOR DANNY MAGLIONE”
Danny Maglione is a veteran firefighter

with the Westfield Fire Department. He has
recently been diagnosed with cancer. Being

a devoted husband and a loving father of two
children, Danny is the kind of guy that is

always there if you need him. In addition to
his career as a firefighter he is also an

assistant coach for the Piscataway Chiefs
high school football team. This is a chance
for us to give back to a true friend. Please

help support and honor Danny by joining us
for an evening of food, drinks, and laughs.

Door Prizes, 50/50, and Silent Auction.

When: March 27, 2010
Where: Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad St., Westfield NJ
Time: 6:30PM - 11:00PM

Tickets: $50.00
Donations: GOLD-$500; SILVER-$250; BRONZE-$100
Contacts: Mike Sawicki (908) 578-3102

Tony Tiller: (908) 343-9470
Kevin McCormack (908) 370-5817

Sponsored By:
FMBA LOCAL 30

FOX and FOX LLP
TEMPLE EMANU-EL
FALCON PRINTING

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 1, Bilal Jones, 19,

of North Plainfield was arrested for sus-
pected possession of marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
when the officer pulled over Jones he
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana.
During a subsequent search, the suspected
controlled dangerous substance was found
in the suspect’s jacket pocket. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, February 2, Kendall Bartley,
29, of Willingboro was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Wednesday, February 3, the manager
of a Westfield Avenue business reported
that someone fraudulently issued a busi-
ness check to a third party in the amount
of $843. The third party then cashed it.

Wednesday, February 3, an employee
of a Front Street business reported that
someone removed approximately $60
worth of copper wire from the front of the
business.

Wednesday, February 3, a resident of
Greenbrier Lane reported that someone
fraudulently opened a credit card in his
name and charged approximately $2,300
to the account.

Thursday, February 4, the owner of a
Route 22 business reported that the owner
of a competing business has been harass-
ing him by calling him multiple times and
yelling profanity at him.

Friday, February 5, Daniel Martinez,
39, and Ramon Cotto, 41, both of Jersey
City, were arrested and charged with shop-
lifting at a Route 22 business. According
to police, an officer responded to the
scene after the manager reported the two
men were seen shoplifting. The officer
found the stolen merchandise in the sus-
pects’ possession and in their vehicle.
They were transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 3, Diego

Valderrama, 21, of Perth Amboy was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue on an outstanding
warrant out of Perth Amboy. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, February 5, Bruce Gillespie,
40, of East Orange was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
on an outstanding warrant out of Mount
Laurel. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Monday, February 8, Oscar Melendez,
24, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with DWI and possession of sus-
pected marijuana. The arrest followed a
police investigation into a suspicious
motor vehicle parked with the engine
running at 2:53 a.m. on the 500 block of
North Avenue. According to police,
Melendez was found asleep behind the
wheel. Upon talking to him, the officer
smelled the strong odor of alcohol. He
failed multiple field sobriety tests and
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released to a
responsible adult, police reported.

Westfield
Tuesday, February 2, a resident of the

800 block of Grandview Avenue reported
the theft of a box containing various ar-
ticles of his clothing from the attic shared
by other residents. Two sweaters, two
pairs of shorts and one work-type jacket,
with a total value of $200, were reported
missing.

Tuesday, February 2, Sean Hanley, 42,
of Garwood was arrested on outstanding
criminal warrants from Wayne and Pater-
son, with bail amounts of $130 and $27,
respectively, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on the 300 block of East North Av-
enue. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 3, Rose Estella,
39, of Plainfield was arrested at Middlesex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant in the amount of $500. She
was released after posting bail, with a
future court date to be announced.

Thursday, February 4, Glen Clisham,
30, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), described as
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The arrest was pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on the 1100 block of West
South Avenue. Clisham was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with summonses.

Thursday, February 4, Antonio Lopez,
Jr., 45, of Jersey City was arrested pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop at East South
Avenue and Cacciola Place and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly providing police with a false name
and date of birth. Lopez was transported

to Westfield police headquarters, where
he subsequently was arrested on two out-
standing Jersey City warrants, along with
a no-bail Hudson County Sheriff’s war-
rant. The Jersey City warrants included
one criminal warrant in the amount of
$750 and one traffic warrant in the amount
of $204. Bail was not set at that time for
the hindering apprehension charge. Lopez
was held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, February 4, Lillian W. Corsi,
62, of Mountainside was arrested in the
parking lot of the Westfield Municipal
Building on East Broad Street and charged
with driving under the influence, subse-
quent to the investigation of a motor ve-
hicle accident. No injuries were reported,
according to police. Corsi was released to
a responsible individual.

Friday, February 5, Harold Flatau, 43,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) and
possession of CDS, identified as cocaine,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at West
North Avenue and Clark Street. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with sum-
monses to a responsible individual.

Friday, February 5, Dionne Huggins,
42, of Englewood was arrested on mul-
tiple warrants pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at East Broad Street and Central
Avenue. They included a no-bail Bergen
County Sheriff’s Department warrant,
three outstanding South Plainfield traffic
warrants totaling $1,004 bail,and four
outstanding Englewood traffic warrants
totaling $823 bail. Huggins was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Bergen
County Sheriff’s Department. He was
unable to post bail on the South Plainfield
and Englewood warrants.

Saturday, February 6, a 17-year-old
female Garwood resident was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at Sy-
camore Street and Irving Avenue and
charged with underage possession of al-
cohol and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. She was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and turned
over to a responsible individual.

Sunday, February 7, Ricardo Bishop,
50, of Irvington was arrested at South
Avenue and Sussex Street on an Irvington
criminal warrant for assault. He was turned
over to the Irvington Police Department
on this warrant, which was issued without
bail.

Mountainside
Wednesday, February 3, Manuel V.

Yupa-Alvarez, 38, of Irvington was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, February 4, Ruth Goicochea,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Thursday, February 4, a commuter who
takes the NJ Transit bus from the Bor-
ough Hall stop on Route 22 reported that
on three separate occasions, unknown
individuals had yelled a racial slur at him
from vehicles while he was waiting for
the bus. According to police, the victim
could not identify the first vehicle, but the
second time the incident occurred, a white
male yelled from a black pick-up truck,
and the third time a white male described
as being of high-school age yelled from a
grey Subaru with white rocker skirts.

A second individual also came into
police headquarters to report that he was
the target of a similar incident at the same
bus stop on January 28. He said a black
pick-up truck with a roll bar near where
the bed meets the cab pulled onto the
shoulder by the footbridge, and a white
male of high-school age yelled obsceni-
ties and racial slurs at him, authorities
reported.

Friday, February 5, Ward V. Seymore,
54, of North Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
on an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $500. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 6, Darrell A. Turner,
43, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department on an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside in
the amount of $350.

Saturday, February 6, an officer re-
sponded to a disorderly conduct dispute
in a restaurant parking lot on New Provi-
dence Road. According to police, a resi-
dent of New Providence Road whose
property is adjacent to the parking lot
was annoyed because someone had
plowed the lot and pushed all the snow
and debris against his property, making
it look unsightly. The victim pushed all
the snow and debris back into the park-
ing lot, away from his residence, and
walked across the parking lot to discuss
the incident with someone at the restau-
rant, authorities reported. The chef at the
restaurant came out of the establish-
ment, and a fight ensued between the
victim and the suspect over the snow and
debris, police reported.

According to police, the victim stated
that during the argument the suspect got
right up in his face and pushed him, with
several other employees having to re-
strain the suspect. The suspect stated that
the victim was yelling and screaming in
his face about the plowing and clenched
his fists, at which time he pushed the
victim to back him up, police said. The
suspect also told police that the incident
was caught on a video surveillance sys-
tem in the parking lot. The victim stated
that he did not want to press charges at
this time, police said.

Mr. Nagy also asked about the role
of the Citizens’ Budget Committee in
the development of this year’s mu-
nicipal spending plan.

Mayor Mahr said she is talking
with the borough’s chief financial
officer “about how best to utilize” the
committee members this year, add-
ing that she would like to “feed them
some of the shared services stuff.”

The mayor noted that since the
borough only has local “control” over
20 percent of the budget, shared ser-
vices may offer the best potential for
cost-savings.

The mayor also said the governing
body has already started special bud-
get meetings and will continue until
the introduction of the new budget
this spring.

“We encourage [the public] to get
educated about the [budget items]
over which we have control,” she
said.

Mayor Mahr also spoke about the
recent change in leadership at the
borough’s police department; former
Chief Donald Domanoski retired at
the end of last year.

The mayor said she and the new
chief, Richard Trigo, will hold an
“open house” at borough hall during
business hours and remain open until
8 p.m. on Thursday, February 25, “as
part of the open-door policy that
[Chief Trigo] wants to institute.”
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Lauren Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE OATH...Douglas Stoffer is sworn in as Garwood’s newest police sergeant at
Tuesday night’s council meeting. Mayor Dennis McCarthy is pictured at right.

Mortgage Finance Association and
the Commissioner of the Department
of Community Affairs into a super
bureaucracy that puts COAH on ste-
roids.” Mr. Lonegan favors a consti-
tutional amendment giving voters the
opportunity to overturn the 1975 New
Jersey Supreme Court Mount Laurel
decision.

In response, Senator Lesniak said,
“Lonegan must have slept through
the civil rights movement.”

“He believes municipalities should
be able to segregate themselves from
low- and moderate-income families,
[which are] mostly minorities in New
Jersey,” Mr. Lesniak said.

Mr. Lesniak said his legislation does
not transfer all COAH powers to the
state Planning Commission, but rather
“only gives power to the state Plan-
ning Commission to regulate the
RCAs.” Mr. Lesniak said 115 RCAs
currently under consideration would
be allowed to proceed.

In reviewing the bill, Mr. Lonegan
said the state Planning Commission
would take over the planning and
zoning for the state and would now
have “teeth and power” it currently
does not have. In his opinion, the
commissioner of the Department of
Community Affairs (DCA) would,
through additional powers, become
“the czar of low-income housing.”

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, a
Republican, said lawmakers are “try-
ing to force affordable housing, and it
doesn’t make sense.”

“Is Trenton going to supply us with
money to provide housing? No. They
say ‘do this on your own dime.’ It will
lead to increased property taxes and
more wealthy people moving out of
the state. Then, you’ll have less of a
base to draw taxes from,” Mr.
Skibitsky said.

He said the way to provide better
housing is to improve people’s dis-
posable income, bring more jobs into
the state and lower taxes.

Cranford Mayor Mark Smith said
Cranford is “an example of what can
happen when you don’t have the right
certification from COAH. You end up
in a very uncomfortable situation.”

Mr. Smith said a report recom-
mended that Lehigh Acquisitions
Corp. be awarded a builder’s remedy
to construct 170 units at 555 South
Avenue, more than double the 80
units called for in a 2006 redevelop-
ment plan. The same report recom-
mended approving 419 units at 215
and 235 Birchwood Avenue (356
market-rate units and 63 units of low-
and moderate-income housing).

“My feeling has always been there
has to be a better way of enforcing.
I’ve always had a problem with the
[builder’s remedy] as an enforcement
mechanism. It’s a ruse for a devel-
oper to basically ask for a develop-
ment that otherwise [would not be
permissible],” Mayor Smith said.

He described the legislation as “a
dagger pointed at the heart of a mu-
nicipality that doesn’t actually con-
form to the regulations.”
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COAH Debate
“[The legislation] still basically

leaves the hammer in the hands of the
developer, which I don’t think any
municipality takes comfort in… It
just seems to me that there’s a better
way than letting a developer enforce
your law [through builders remedy
lawsuits],” Mayor Smith said.

Springfield Mayor Ziad Andrew
Shehady, a Republican, said he is in
support of the Lesniak-Bateman bill.

“I am glad the state Legislature is
finally realizing the burden of COAH
on municipalities and the state bud-
get,” Mayor Shehady said. “The cur-
rent affordable housing laws are bro-
ken and we need reform… S-1 is a
welcomed step in the right direction.”

In testimony before the Senate Eco-
nomic Growth Committee on February
1, Democratic Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr said she supports the bill,
noting, “The state should be prevented
from calculating prospective need for
affordable housing, which has been
passed on to local governments.”

“I believe the time is now to do the
right thing for towns and cities
throughout New Jersey [by bringing]
about manageable smart growth with
an eye towards providing a variety of
housing options,” Mayor Mahr said.

Also supporting the legislation is
the New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties (NJLOM). “To us, the key issue is
the formulation of the criteria for de-
termining whether a municipality has
complied with their obligations under
the Fair Housing Act,” according to
NJLOM’s testimony. The league said
it is looking for “a simple solution to
affordable housing issues and lessen-
ing the cost of compliance.”

GOP State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times he fa-
vors having the state intervene in some
Mount Laurel affordable housing cases
brought by builders that are currently
pending in the state courts by bringing
these cases before the New Jersey
Supreme Court.

“This (Lesniak-Bateman bill) is not
the answer,” Mr. Bramnick said. “We
have to get back to the drawing board
and the courts.”

GOP Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (LD-21, Summit) said she
also favors turning the affordable
housing issue back over to the courts.

“COAH is so unpopular. It is such
a huge bureaucracy,” Mrs. Munoz
said. “But the last thing I think we
need is another commission.”

Help Danny Maglione
WESTFIELD  – Temple Emanu-El  in

Westfield will host “A Night for
Firefighter Maglione,” a benefit for
Westfield Firefighter Daniel Maglione,
on Saturday, March 27. Three months
ago, Firefighter Maglione was diagnosed
with cancer. He currently is undergoing
aggressive chemotherapy.

Westfield FMBA Local 30 is organiz-
ing the event. All proceeds will go to Mr.
Maglione and his family. He is a devoted
husband and father of two daughters,
ages 13 and 11.

He worked as a Westfield police dis-
patcher, auxiliary officer, on the rescue
squad and 11 years with the fire depart-
ment. Mr. Maglione also has volunteered
many years as a coach of the Piscataway
High School Football team and for his
daughter’s soccer and softball teams.

Garwood Council Hears RVSA Billing
Changes Proposed for Area Towns

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — It was announced at
Tuesday night’s Garwood Borough Coun-
cil meeting that the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) sent a letter to
all of the member towns asking if they are
interested in a study to review the way it
bills municipalities.

Borough Engineer Don Guarriello said
that municipalities are currently billed
based on flow rate. The changes being
offered are for bills based on water usage
or bills based on the number of house-
holds. Also under consideration is con-
tinuing to bill based on sewerage flow
rate, but that the sewage would no longer
be tested, which could save costs on lab
fees and manpower.

Several members of the governing body
questioned whether or not any of the
options would net real cost savings to all
of the member municipalities.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy asked the
borough engineer which method would
be the most accurate. Mr. Guarriello re-
sponded that each of the potential billing
methods has its “own problem,” but that
billing based on water consumption would
be the “fairest way.”

The council agreed to submit questions
to the RVSA regarding how much sav-
ings could be gained before giving a green
light to any study.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned the council’s approval of the resigna-
tion of police officer Gennaro Mirabella
and a settlement agreement that was reached
in 2009. Mr. Paterson insinuated that Mr.
Mirabella received special consideration

by being allowed to “resign in good stand-
ing” because he was a police officer and
because he is the brother of Union County
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella.

Mr. Mirabella was charged with two
disorderly persons offenses for allegedly
going through the locked office and desk
of the borough’s chief financial officer
and for allegedly tampering with cur-
rency coin changers at the Garwood Jumbo
Wash. The cases were transferred to the
Westfield Municipal Court, but were ul-
timately dropped following his resigna-
tion.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud ex-
plained that discipline of police officers is
handled by the chief of police, as required
by state statute. He said that the agreement
was negotiated through the police depart-
ment and that the mayor and council are
required to ratify any agreement or resig-
nation. Mr. Renaud also stated that no
township is permitted to suspend a police
officer without pay unless the officer is
under indictment, and that a speedy resolu-
tion to these types of matters can save the
town money in pay and legal fees.

Cranford Is Looking
At $1.8-Mil. Shortfall
CRANFORD – Cranford Mayor Mark

Smith said he hopes to receive 2010 state
aid figures by week’s end. At Tuesday’s
township committee meeting, the mayor
said if state aid is static at last year’s $3.6-
million level, it would still leave a $1.8-
million revenue shortfall that committee
members would have to fill during their
upcoming meetings.
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