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Marylou Morano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SYSTEM ADMINISTRATORS...Zachary Mongold, pictured left, of Scotch
Plains and Nick Stetin, right, of Fanwood, both fifth grade students, create a
PowerPoint presentation of the solar system at an open house, on January 31,
hosted by St. Bartholomew’s Academy in honor of Catholic School’s week.

Tom  Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY 100TH BOY SCOUTS....Scotch Plains and Fanwood Scouts gathered Monday night to mark the 100th anniversary
of the Boy Scouts of America. David McIntyre, pictured left, cubmaster of Pack 4 and the Master of Ceremony, watches
on during the candlelighting ceremony attended by scouts, scouting alumni, as well as state, county and local officials.

Fanwood Council Discusses
Library Merger, Shared Services

Temple Sholom to Seek
Approval For New Location

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board will con-
sider next month an application by
Temple Sholom for approval of its
plan to construct a new house of wor-
ship at 1925 Lake Avenue.

Based in Plainfield until 2003, the
congregation has been using the fa-
cilities at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church on Martine Avenue. It pur-
chased the five-acre Lake Avenue
property, which is situated in a resi-
dential neighborhood, in 2007. The
temple will seek approval at the
board’s March 8 meeting for condi-
tional use and site plan.

At the board’s meeting on Monday
night, approval was given to Konstruct
Enterprises to convert two existing
lots at 2260 Morse Avenue in two
conforming lots by purchasing 12
feet of an adjoining property. Re-
sponding to a question from acting
chairman, Michael Michalisin, about
why the properties were cleared of all
trees, Konstruct’s president, Dominic
Verdic, told the board that all trees
had been removed because their inte-
riors were “entirely rotted.”

In other business, Mr. Michalisin
formally welcomed the board’s new
attorney, Phil Morin. And the board
approved a revised meeting schedule
for the year, returning to its second
and fourth Mondays format versus

the first and third Mondays schedule
it had followed in 2009.

The board is expected to further
discuss a multi-page letter it received
last month from township resident
Vincent DeLisi expressing concerns
about a home being constructed adja-
cent to the rear of his Cooper Road
property. In April 2008, the board
approved a major subdivision appli-
cation on Cooper Road despite oppo-
sition from Mr. DeLisi, who con-
tended that an approval would make
it difficult for him to subdivide and
develop his own property.

The board gave approval to An-
thony D’Amore to subdivide the rear
portions of the adjoining properties,
at 1240 and 1250 Cooper Road, and
convert those rear lots into two con-
forming lots that would front on an
extension of the Eton Row cul-de-
sac. Mr. D’Amore is presently build-
ing a house on one of the two new
lots.

In his January 22 letter, Mr. DeLisi
complained about excessive mud and
silt runoff from the new home’s con-
struction site onto his property, and
also said that Mr. D’Amore’s removal
of trees and vegetation had “radically
altered the existing terrain.” Mr.
DeLisi questioned whether or not
township zoning and other officials
should have been more alert to these
and other problems as the construc-
tion project moved forward.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr, at Tuesday night’s regular
monthly borough council meeting,
encouraged residents to attend a “very
important community meeting” to-
night on the issue of a potential merger
of the Fanwood and Scotch Plains
libraries.

The meeting, scheduled for 7 p.m.
tonight, Februray 11, at Park Middle
School will be a “community discus-
sion on whether to create a joint li-
brary,” the mayor said.

Currently, the libraries operate
separately, but coordinate on circula-
tion and certain other functions.

Mayor Mahr explained that a grant-
funded feasibility study has been com-
pleted, looking at the options for

merging both municipal libraries into
one “combined, state-of-the-art” fa-
cility.

However, the mayor emphasized
that no decisions have been made on
the issue.

“We are not here at this level to
make any judgment on [the issue],”
said Mayor Mahr regarding tonight’s
meeting, adding that time will be
reserved for questions and answers
from the public. There is also a
website, jointlibrary.org, which will
be updated to provide residents with
relevant information.

Regarding the recent creation of a
municipal purchasing agent position,
the mayor pointed out that it is not a
paid position.

“We have an existing employee
who will be taking on additional re-

sponsibilities with no additional pay,”
said Mayor Mahr.

The purchasing agent position, held
by Planning Board Secretary Pat
Hoynes, will “centralize all purchas-
ing in the borough to get the best
price,” according to the mayor.

Councilman Anthony Parenti said
the borough was able to save about
$2,000 on the recent purchase of a
copier, thanks to the new position.

“The bottom line is, we’re going to
operate a lot more efficiently and
save a lot of money,” the councilman
said.

Mayor Mahr also addressed down-
town redevelopment efforts.

She said the former Sovereign Bank
building on South Avenue “has been
reduced to a pile of rubble” following
demolition this week.

The borough sees this property as
complementary to ongoing efforts to
redevelop the adjacent borough-
owned Livingston-Wilbor site, which
is expected to be demolished within
the next several days.

“Redevelopment efforts are march-
ing on despite the recession,” said
Mayor Mahr. “There are still people
investing millions in Fanwood.”

But, the mayor said, once the prop-
erties are rebuilt and new businesses
hopefully open up, “It’s our responsi-
bility to use them and make sure they
flourish.”

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body opted to amend a
resolution that would authorize an
“amusement license” for the Sun Tav-
ern on South Avenue.

Borough officials said the Sun
Tavern’s previous license allows them
to operate two electronic games; the
new license would allow two addi-
tional games.

Councilman Anthony Parenti’s sug-
gested delaying the resolution pend-
ing review and approval by the police
department to determine “what type
of games” would be added and
whether there is any potential for
gambling.

During the meeting’s public com-
ment portion, Oakwood Court resi-
dent Joe Nagy asked for an update on
the borough’s Shared Services Study.

Mayor Mahr responded that the
borough’s shared services consultant
delivered the report in late-Decem-
ber, as promised, but “it is still in draft
form.”

The mayor said the report is “pretty
substantial,” and “we wanted to go
over it before it’s formally released.”

Mayor Mahr acknowledged that
the review “has taken a little bit
longer” than hoped; however, she
pointed out that a “transition advi-
sory committee” has been formed to
explore the potential for joint police
dispatching services between
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

The mayor said the panel consists
of the two municipalities’ police
chiefs, mayors, administrators and
chief financial officers.

Officials Eye $26.5-Mil. Joint
Facility At Scotch Plains Library

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A proposal
will be presented tonight to merge the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood libraries
and then expand the present Scotch
Plains library on Bartle Avenue into a
$26.5-million state-of-the-art joint
facility that will serve both towns.

Tonight’s presentation, at Park
Middle School at 7 p.m., is the culmi-
nation of a more-than two-year-long
feasibility study on merging the two
library systems, which have under-
taken a number of cooperative efforts
in recent years.

“Together, we’ve had a lot of suc-
cesses that we couldn’t have had on
our own,” said Fanwood Library Di-
rector Dan Weiss, who, with Scotch
Plains Library Director Meg Kolaya,
briefed reporters earlier this week on
the merger proposal. He said the two
libraries are “the victims of our own
success,” while Mrs. Kolaya noted
that more than 200,000 people vis-
ited the two libraries last year, a level
she said meant “we’re all tripping
over each other” in what have be-
come increasingly cramped facilities.

Fanwood’s library, located at the
corner of North Avenue and Tillotson
Road, is nearly 60 years old, while
the larger Scotch Plains facility is
nearly four decades old. Mr. Weiss
said Scotch Plains and Fanwood were
among only four towns in Union
County that have not made signifi-
cant investments in their libraries in

the past 10 or 15 years.
At tonight’s public meeting, Mr.

Weiss said library officials from both
towns “want to hear what the public
has to say” about the proposal; “Do
they like it? Do they not like it?” There
will be a PowerPoint-presentation fol-
lowed by an opportunity for residents
to offer comments and ask questions.

Based on the public reaction, both
library boards of trustees will then
decide whether or not to move for-
ward, with a November referendum
in both towns being the next major
step. The ballot question would ask
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents
whether or not they want to dissolve
the two existing libraries and form a
new entity that would be called the
Joint Library of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Both towns would have to
approve the referendum for the pro-
cess to move forward.

After considering housing a new
joint library facility either in down-
town Fanwood at the former Dean
Oil site or at the Fanwood municipal
complex on Martine Avenue, it was
agreed that utilizing the present
Scotch Plains site would not only
cost less than the other two options
but also would hopefully allow a new
and expanded facility to serve as a
drawing card for the downtown com-
mercial district. “The structure of the
[existing] building is OK,” Mrs.
Kolaya said.

A conceptual plan was presented
showing the proposed new facility
from both the outside and the inside.
The existing library would remain,
according to the renderings, and a
new multi-story wing would be built
on the site of the existing parking in
front of the library. The new building
would be connected to the existing
library by a lobby at the entry level
and a new basement passage.

The existing library building would
house an expanded area for large and
smaller meetings in the present
children’s room, while the present
adult room would then house an ex-

panded children’s area. In the base-
ment would be room for additional
meeting rooms, as well as a computer
training room, archives room and
other technology support offices. The
newly constructed building would
house two floors of adult and teen
services along with administrative
offices, a business center and a café.
A new parking lot would be located
on the north side of the facility next to
Forest Road.

Mrs. Kolaya said a shared facility
would eliminate the duplication of a
number of services, naming newspa-
per and magazine subscriptions as
one expensive example. She also said
the new building would incorporate
various environmentally friendly
“green” technology that is being in-
cluded in most newly built libraries.

Both Mrs. Kolaya and Mr. Weiss
said funding for the project would be
found from enough outside sources
that Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dents would not have to fund a sig-
nificant amount via property taxes.
They listed several sources that will
be looked into, including the Union
County Improvement Authority, the
state Department of Community Af-
fairs, library construction bonds, fed-
eral funding, grant money and private
donations via a capital campaign —
something both library’s boards of
trustees are committed to doing.

Leaving both libraries as is, Mr.
Weiss said, would mean spending an
estimated $10 million over the next
decade to maintain the aging facili-
ties and to bring their amenities up to
code. He added that access to emerg-
ing technologies would be increas-
ingly difficult at both buildings due to
the inadequate infrastructure.

Details of the merger proposal —
including results from the various
focus groups that were convened, the
feasibility study itself, the concep-
tual plans for the new facility and
questions and answers about the pro-
posal — are available at a new website,
thejointlibrary.org.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

S-1 HEARING…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, pictured center, with Wilda
Diaz, mayor of Perth Amboy, and Tom Arnone, mayor of the borough of Neptune
City, testified at the S-1 hearing, last Monday in Trenton in front of the Senate
Economic Growth Committee, which took comments on S-1.

Officials Differ on Support of
Legislation to Abolish COAH

By PAUL J. PEYTON and
MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Area elected officials have
differing views on whether or not
legislation introduced in Trenton to
abolish the state’s Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) and transfer
most of its powers to the state Plan-
ning Commission is the right ap-
proach. On Tuesday, Governor Chris
Christie signed an executive order
suspending COAH for 90 days while
a special task force of experts deter-
mines whether or not it should con-
tinue to operate.

In the five-page order, the governor
said the procedures established by
COAH have proven to be “exces-
sively complex and unworkable” and
that “new thinking on statewide plan-
ning is necessary due to the failure of
COAH to ensure that all constitu-
tional obligations with respect to the
provisions of affordable housing are
satisfied in a manner that is both fair
and reasonable to the already bur-
dened municipalities of our state.”

COAH was created following the
1975 state Supreme Court ruling in
South Burlington County NAACP vs.
Mount Laurel, which determined that
every municipality has a “constitu-
tional obligation” to provide “a fair
share of its region’s present and pro-
spective needs for housing for low-
and moderate- income families.” State
law defines low income as “house-
holds with a gross household income
equal to 50 percent or less of the
median gross household income” in
the region, with moderate-income
being households with a gross in-
come of “more than 50 but less than
80 percent” of the region.

The legislation before Trenton
lawmakers, S-1, states that “the state

can maximize the number of low- and
moderate-income units provided in
New Jersey by allowing its munici-
palities to adopt appropriate phasing
schedules for meeting their fair share
(of affordable housing), so long as
the municipalities permit a timely
achievement of an appropriate fair
share of the regional need for low-
and moderate-income housing as re-
quired by the Mt. Laurel I and II
opinions and other relevant court de-
cisions.”

This bill also forgives unmet hous-
ing needs from prior rounds from
COAH or periods in time before the
effective date of the legislation.

The bill also would end Regional
Contribution Agreements (RCAs),
which permit municipalities to trans-
fer a certain portion of their fair share
housing obligation outside of the
municipal border. The bill says RCAs
are “no longer viable as a permanent
solution to creating affordable hous-
ing in municipalities,” and, instead, a
new program is needed “to foster the
rehabilitation of existing, but sub-
standard, housing.”

The most critical comments have
come from Steve Lonegan, a 2009
Republican gubernatorial candidate
who now heads the New Jersey chap-
ter of Americans for Prosperity. He
said the legislation, sponsored by
Senators Ray Lesniak (D-Union) and
Christopher Bateman (R-Somerville),
“would create an even more powerful
and destructive low-income housing
bureaucracy than currently exists.”

Mr. Lonegan, a former mayor of
Bogota, said the new entity would be
no more than “a hybrid super bureau-
cracy that combines the state Plan-
ning Commission, the Economic
Development Authority, the Home
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Happy Valentine’s Day

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHITE OUT...This snow plow is hard at work on Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains
during the blizzard on Wednesday. Snow is expected throughout the day.


