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POLICE BLOTTER

“A NIGHT FOR DANNY MAGLIONE”
Danny Maglione is a veteran firefighter

with the Westfield Fire Department. He has
recently been diagnosed with cancer. Being

a devoted husband and a loving father of two
children, Danny is the kind of guy that is

always there if you need him. In addition to
his career as a firefighter he is also an

assistant coach for the Piscataway Chiefs
high school football team. This is a chance
for us to give back to a true friend. Please

help support and honor Danny by joining us
for an evening of food, drinks, and laughs.

Door Prizes, 50/50, and Silent Auction.

When: March 27, 2010
Where: Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad St., Westfield NJ
Time: 6:30PM - 11:00PM

Tickets: $50.00
Donations: GOLD-$500; SILVER-$250; BRONZE-$100
Contacts: Mike Sawicki (908) 578-3102

Tony Tiller: (908) 343-9470
Kevin McCormack (908) 370-5817

Sponsored By:
FMBA LOCAL 30

FOX and FOX LLP
TEMPLE EMANU-EL
FALCON PRINTING

Westfield
Tuesday, February 2, a resident of the

800 block of Grandview Avenue reported
the theft of a box containing various
articles of his clothing from the attic
shared by other residents. Two sweaters,
two pairs of shorts and one work-type
jacket, with a total value of $200, were
reported missing.

Tuesday, February 2, Sean Hanley,
42, of Garwood was arrested on out-
standing criminal warrants from Wayne
and Paterson, with bail amounts of $130
and $27, respectively, pursuant to a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 300 block of East
North Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 3, Rose Estella,
39, of Plainfield was arrested at Middlesex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant in the amount of $500. She
was released after posting bail, with a
future court date to be announced.

Thursday, February 4, Glen Clisham,
30, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), described
as less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The arrest was pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on the 1100 block of West
South Avenue. Clisham was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with summonses.

Thursday, February 4, Antonio Lopez,
Jr., 45, of Jersey City was arrested pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop at East South
Avenue and Cacciola Place and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly providing police with a false name
and date of birth. Lopez was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where
he subsequently was arrested on two
outstanding Jersey City warrants, along
with a no-bail Hudson County Sheriff’s
warrant. The Jersey City warrants in-
cluded one criminal warrant in the amount
of $750 and one traffic warrant in the
amount of $204. Bail was not set at that
time for the hindering apprehension
charge. Lopez was held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, February 4, Lillian W. Corsi,
62, of Mountainside was arrested in the
parking lot of the Westfield Municipal
Building on East Broad Street and
charged with driving under the influ-
ence, subsequent to the investigation of a
motor vehicle accident. No injuries were
reported, according to police. Corsi was
released to a responsible individual.

Friday, February 5, Harold Flatau, 43,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) and
possession of CDS, identified as cocaine,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at West
North Avenue and Clark Street. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with sum-
monses to a responsible individual.

Friday, February 5, Dionne Huggins,
42, of Englewood was arrested on mul-
tiple warrants pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at East Broad Street and Cen-
tral Avenue. They included a no-bail
Bergen County Sheriff’s Department
warrant, three outstanding South
Plainfield traffic warrants totaling $1,004
bail,and four outstanding Englewood
traffic warrants totaling $823 bail.
Huggins was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Bergen County
Sheriff’s Department. He was unable to
post bail on the South Plainfield and
Englewood warrants.

Saturday, February 6, a 17-year-old
female Garwood resident was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at Sy-
camore Street and Irving Avenue and
charged with underage possession of al-
cohol and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
turned over to a responsible individual.

Sunday, February 7, Ricardo Bishop,
50, of Irvington was arrested at South
Avenue and Sussex Street on an Irvington
criminal warrant for assault. He was turned
over to the Irvington Police Department on
this warrant, which was issued without
bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 1, Bilal Jones, 19,

of North Plainfield was arrested for sus-
pected possession of marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
when the officer pulled over Jones he
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana.
During a subsequent search, the sus-
pected controlled dangerous substance
was found in the suspect’s jacket pocket.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Tuesday, February 2, Kendall Bartley,
29, of Willingboro was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Wednesday, February 3, the manager
of a Westfield Avenue business reported
that someone fraudulently issued a busi-
ness check to a third party in the amount
of $843. The third party then cashed it.

Wednesday, February 3, an employee
of a Front Street business reported that
someone removed approximately $60
worth of copper wire from the front of
the business.

Wednesday, February 3, a resident of
Greenbrier Lane reported that someone

fraudulently opened a credit card in his
name and charged approximately $2,300
to the account.

Thursday, February 4, the owner of a
Route 22 business reported that the owner
of a competing business has been harass-
ing him by calling him multiple times
and yelling profanity at him.

Friday, February 5, Daniel Martinez,
39, and Ramon Cotto, 41, both of Jersey
City, were arrested and charged with
shoplifting at a Route 22 business. Ac-
cording to police, an officer responded to
the scene after the manager reported the
two men were seen shoplifting. The of-
ficer found the stolen merchandise in the
suspects’ possession and in their vehicle.
They were transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, February 3, Manuel V.

Yupa-Alvarez, 38, of Irvington was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Thursday, February 4, Ruth
Goicochea, 34, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for allegedly driving with a suspended
license. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Thursday, February 4, a commuter
who takes the NJ Transit bus from the
Borough Hall stop on Route 22 reported
that on three separate occasions, un-
known individuals had yelled a racial
slur at him from vehicles while he was
waiting for the bus. According to police,
the victim could not identify the first
vehicle, but the second time the incident
occurred, a white male yelled from a
black pick-up truck, and the third time a
white male described as being of high-
school age yelled from a grey Subaru
with white rocker skirts.

A second individual also came into
police headquarters to report that he was
the target of a similar incident at the
same bus stop on January 28. He said a
black pick-up truck with a roll bar near
where the bed meets the cab pulled onto
the shoulder by the footbridge, and a
white male of high-school age yelled
obscenities and racial slurs at him, au-
thorities reported.

Friday, February 5, Ward V. Seymore,
54, of North Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
on an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $500. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 6, Darrell A.
Turner, 43, of Plainfield was arrested at
the Plainfield Police Department on an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $350.

Saturday, February 6, an officer re-
sponded to a disorderly conduct dispute
in a restaurant parking lot on New Provi-
dence Road. According to police, a resi-
dent of New Providence Road whose
property is adjacent to the parking lot
was annoyed because someone had
plowed the lot and pushed all the snow
and debris against his property, making
it look unsightly. The victim pushed all
the snow and debris back into the park-
ing lot, away from his residence, and
walked across the parking lot to discuss
the incident with someone at the restau-
rant, authorities reported. The chef at the
restaurant came out of the establishment,
and a fight ensued between the victim
and the suspect over the snow and debris,
police reported.

According to police, the victim stated
that during the argument the suspect got
right up in his face and pushed him, with
several other employees having to re-
strain the suspect. The suspect stated that
the victim was yelling and screaming in
his face about the plowing and clenched
his fists, at which time he pushed the
victim to back him up, police said. The
suspect also told police that the incident
was caught on a video surveillance sys-
tem in the parking lot. The victim stated
that he did not want to press charges at
this time, police said.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 3, Diego

Valderrama, 21, of Perth Amboy was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue on an outstanding
warrant out of Perth Amboy. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, February 5, Bruce Gillespie,
40, of East Orange was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
on an outstanding warrant out of Mount
Laurel. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Monday, February 8, Oscar Melendez,
24, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with DWI and possession of
suspected marijuana. The arrest followed
a police investigation into a suspicious
motor vehicle parked with the engine
running at 2:53 a.m. on the 500 block of
North Avenue. According to police,
Melendez was found asleep behind the
wheel. Upon talking to him, the officer
smelled the strong odor of alcohol. He
failed multiple field sobriety tests and
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released to
a responsible adult, police reported.

A Night for Firefighter
Danny Maglione

WESTFIELD  – Temple Emanu-El,
located at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield, will host “A Night for
Firefighter Maglione,” a benefit for
Westfield Firefighter Daniel Maglione,
on Saturday, March 27. Three months
ago, Firefighter Maglione was diagnosed
with Cancer of Unknown Primary (CUP).
CUP is a rare diagnosis that approxi-
mately 2 to 4 percent of cancer patients
face. He currently is undergoing aggres-
sive chemotherapy through Robert Wood
Johnson Hospital.

Westfield FMBA Local 30 is organiz-
ing the event. All proceeds will go toward
Firefighter Maglione and his family to
support their battle with the disease.
Firefighter Maglione is a devoted hus-
band and father of two daughters, ages 13
and 11. He is and always has been a
dedicated member of the community.

He worked two years as a Westfield
police dispatcher, and he also served as a
Westfield Auxiliary Police Officer, as
well as a member of the Westfield Rescue
Squad. In addition, he has provided 11
years of service as a member of the
Westfield Fire Department. Firefighter
Maglione also has volunteered many years
as a coach of the Piscataway High School
Football team and as a coach to his
daughter’s soccer and softball teams.

Lauren Barr for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE OATH...Douglas Stoffer was sworn in as Garwood’s newest police
sergeant at Tuesday night’s Garwood Borough Council meeting. Mayor Dennis
McCarthy is pictured at right.

pend a police officer without pay
unless the officer is under indictment,
and that a speedy resolution to these
types of matters can save the town
money in pay and legal fees.

Due to the weather conditions over
the past several weeks, Mayor
McCarthy encouraged residents to
sign up for the borough’s reverse
911 system by going to
ucfirstalert.org. He said that text
messages are delivered to residents’
cell phones at no cost to them or the
borough to alert them of emergen-
cies.
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GW Council

reduced between 2008-2009 and
2009-2010.

Transportation costs remain un-
changed, she said, because the de-
partment “was trying to choose which
competitions to go to.”

The department has also received
donations. The Coalition for the Arts
gave $10,000 in grants this year. The
parents of the Marching Band raised
$29,000 for 154 new marching band
uniforms, as presented by Annmarie
Puleio, a band parent and former BOE
member.

Ed Tranchina, head of the Athletic
Department, presented a budget for
2010-2011 totaling $1,370,127,
which represents an increase of 2.38
percent over the current school year.
Salaries and benefits total $306,366
for a director, trainer and secretary,
while coaching staff totals $711,786.

Bob Berman, secretary to the board,
said the coaches are on a seven-step
salary guide.

Mr. Tranchina said there are 77
coaches and 1,593 athletes, though
some of the athletes are “repeat per-
formers,” with about 500 playing
more than one sport.

Gate receipts revenue totaled
$82,336 for this fall and winter.

Richard Solomon asked how ath-
letics would accommodate a growing
enrollment.

“You need to hire more coaches,”
responded Mr. Tranchina, who said
otherwise it would be unsafe.

During the public comment portion,
Barbara Strauss had asked for an up-
date on the Washington School PTO’s
earlier mention of a gift to install a pea
gravel track at the school. Ms. Hunnicutt
had noted at a January meeting that the
surface had to be wheelchair accessible
because the school is a Designated
Barrier Free school.

Ms. Hunnicutt said she is still work-
ing to find out what surface is appropri-
ate to meet the criteria. “It’s not an easy
yes or no answer,” she said. “It is much
more complicated than I imagined.”

School will be closed for Presi-
dents Day on Monday, February 15
and Tuesday, February 16.

The board’s next public meeting is
on Tuesday, February 23, at 8 p.m.

and a radar-tested baseball throw.”
The foundation’s namesake, Liam

McNamara, died at 1 year and four
months due to complications from
Lissencephaly (Miller-Dieker Syn-
drome). The illness caused his brain
to not develop properly, and all the
functions related to cognitive activity
were profoundly delayed. He died on
March 9, 2007 in Room 680 at Over-
look Hospital, which became known
as “Liam’s Room.”

Liam’s Room wishes to create in-
patient pediatric palliative care rooms
for families whose children are suf-
fering from chronic, potentially life-
limiting conditions. The group’s pur-
pose is to give children and their
families a “feeling of a home away
from home” during their periods of
care.

To raise funds for Liam’s Room,
Mr. McNamara (Liam’s father) an-
nounced the third annual Liam’s
Room Mini-Olympics and Home Run
Derby, scheduled for Saturday, April
10, from noon to 4 p.m. at Westfield’s
Gumbert Park. Some New York Jets
players will attend, and NJ 101.5 will
provide publicity for the event.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said, “What Peter, Lisa
(Liam’s mother) and Trevor (Liam’s
older brother) have done in Liam’s
name is truly remarkable.” He al-
luded to the fact that Liam’s Room’s
impact may one day be felt country-
wide, as hospitals around the United
States seek to emulate the efforts of
the McNamara family. “For such a
short life, he (Liam) had a huge im-
pact,” Mr. Ciarrocca said.

Adding to the point, Mr. McNamara
said, “It wouldn’t be possible without
the Town of Westfield.”

The council also approved, related
to the event, the closing of South
Chestnut Street from Fourth Avenue
to the Garwood border.

Separately, the town approved the
Westfield Baseball League’s request
to hold its opening-day parade on
Saturday, April 17.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
remarked that at least one bid has
arrived in relation to the improve-
ments at Memorial Park; the park
will undergo drainage and ballfield
repairs, as well as the refurbishing of
the tennis courts.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the recreation
commission’s original $1.9-million
“Cadillac” proposal has been pared
down significantly. The final num-
ber, once a favorable bidder has been
chosen, will be funded by prior Rec-

reation Trust Fund grants, and the
matching grants will come from user
fees.

In his Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee report, Chairman Jim
Foerst recommended that the town
take a “wait-and-see approach” on how
to continue complying with the Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)’s
mandate on affordable housing.

Governor Chris Christie has placed
a 90-day moratorium on all things
COAH after legislation was intro-
duced in the New Jersey Senate to
abolish COAH and vest its powers in
the State Planning Commission (see
articles on this page).

In a separate matter, the Code Re-
view Committee has recommended
not selling any town-owned property
and keeping assets “non-liquid.”

“In talking to the chairman of the
Finance Committee, the question was
asked: ‘If we were to divest ourselves
from this property and turn those as-
sets liquid, would we be forced to use
those [funds] as part of the [state]
budget process, which was instituted
by the prior governor, that calls for
capping out at 4 percent and digging
into our piggybank to pay our bills?”
Mr. Foerst asked. “The answer, of
course, is ‘yes.’”

In other business, there were two
additional cell-tower-site requests for
the southside fire station. Prior make-
ups of the town council have decided
against authorizing a cell tower on
that site, and Mr. Foerst said the cur-
rent council’s judgment has not
changed in this matter.

The council went into executive
session to discuss the collective bar-
gaining agreement with the firemen’s
union. In addition, the council was to
discuss a matter concerning the Reeve
House lease.
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Cranford Faces Potential
$1.8-Million Shortfall

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee continued its budget meetings
this week, and Mayor Mark Smith
said he hopes to receive 2010 state aid
figures by week’s end. At Tuesday’s
township committee meeting, the
mayor said if state aid is static at last
year’s $3.6-million level, it would still
leave a $1.8-million revenue shortfall
that committee members would have
to fill during their meetings that began
February 1 and continued after the
committee’s meeting that evening.

The committee is looking to pare a
proposed 8.4 percent municipal prop-
erty tax increase down below state
tax cap levels as it grapples with ways
to trim the $33.094 million in spend-
ing requests from municipal depart-
ments. Some $23.03 million of the
budget will be financed by property
taxes. The average assessed home in
Cranford of $181,000 would see a
municipal property tax increase of
$195 this year if the budget in its
present form was to be adopted.

“We have a lot of work to do,”
Mayor Smith said. And repeating “a
message I will continually try to get
out,” the mayor pointed out that about
27 percent of the local property tax
bill goes for municipal government
purposes, with 55 percent earmarked
for the board of education and 18
percent going to Union County.

In other business, the committee
adopted three ordinances. One in-
creases conservation center fees to
$65 for the first two vehicles in a
household and $55 for each addi-
tional vehicle. Another ordinance will
place a yield sign at the intersection
of Hampton Street and Berkeley Place
for those traveling west on Hampton
Street.

A third ordinance sets out regula-
tions for trash containers and
dumpsters. Deputy Mayor Martha
Garcia said containers and dumpsters
would need to be covered and would
not be allowed to leak anything into

municipal storm water sewers. Addi-
tionally, any containers located in a
public right-of-way would need to
have light reflectors affixed to them.

Six parking ordinances, affecting
Romore Place, Springfield Avenue,
Centennial Avenue and Lincoln Av-
enue, were introduced and will be
voted on at the committee’s Tuesday,
March 9, meeting.

The committee voted to renew its
animal control contract with Associ-
ated Humane Societies of Newark for
2010.

Mayor Smith appointed Mary
Sudiak to the township’s environmen-
tal commission. He also issued a proc-
lamation declaring February as Boy
Scouts of America Centennial Month.
The Boy Scouts marked their 100th
anniversary on Monday night.

The committee’s next regular meet-
ing will be on Tuesday, February 23.
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SP-F Libraries Seek
$26.5 Mil. for Merger

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — A proposal will
be presented tonight to merge the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood libraries and then
expand the present Scotch Plains library
on Bartle Avenue into a $26.5-million
state-of-the-art facility for both towns.

Tonight’s presentation, at Park Middle
School at 7 p.m., will be the culmination
of a two-year-long feasibility study.

“Together, we’ve had a lot of suc-
cesses that we couldn’t have had on our
own,” said Fanwood Library Director
Dan Weiss, who, with Scotch Plains Li-
brary Director Meg Kolaya, briefed re-
porters earlier this week on the merger
proposal. He said the two libraries are
“the victims of our own success,” while
Mrs. Kolaya noted that more than 200,000
people visited the two libraries last year,
a level she said meant “we’re all tripping
over each other” in what have become
increasingly cramped facilities.

Fanwood’s library, located at the cor-
ner of North Avenue and Tillotson Road,
is nearly 60 years old, while the larger
Scotch Plains facility is nearly four de-
cades old. Mr. Weiss said Scotch Plains
and Fanwood were among only four towns
in Union County that have not made sig-
nificant investments in their libraries in
the past 10 or 15 years.

At tonight’s public meeting, Mr. Weiss
said library officials from both towns “want
to hear what the public has to say” about
the proposal. “Do they like it? Do they not
like it?” There will be a short presentation
followed by an opportunity for residents to
comment and ask questions.

Based on the public reaction, both li-
brary boards will then decide whether to
move forward, with a November referen-
dum in both towns being the next major
step. The ballot question would ask Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents whether
they want to dissolve the two existing
libraries and form a new entity that would
be called the Joint Library of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Both towns would have to
approve the referendum.

Leaving both libraries as is, Mr. Weiss
said, would mean spending an estimated
$10 million over the next decade to main-
tain the aging facilities and to bring their
amenities up to code. He added that ac-
cess to emerging technologies would be
increasingly difficult at both buildings
due to the inadequate infrastructure.

Details of the merger proposal are avail-
able at thejointlibrary.org.


