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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For What It’s Worth,
It Was Worth All the While

One decade. Ten years. That’s how
long it’s been since the WHS boys
swim team came back from the brink.

When the 1999 season ended, this
is where things stood: the 42-year
reign as county champs was over,
ended by archrival SP-F, which had
also won the last four dual meets
against WHS; and the Devils hadn’t
won a state title in three years.

And then, to top it off, on Dec. 21,
1999, Shawnee’s powerhouse team
came north and handed WHS a 116-
54 loss, the worst dunking in school
history. After that meet, the Westfield
coach had stood on the lane 1 starting
block and told his beleaguered club,
“Next time we see them, in state
finals, we will kick their (tails).”

Eight weeks later, everything had,
indeed, turned completely around. The
county meet of 2000, which could
have been a second straight loss to
another SP-F powerhouse, turned into
a 64-point blowout (despite WHS win-
ning just one event). The Devils went
on to end the season with a 10-meet
win streak. Included was a 105-65 rout
of SP-F in the sectional final, an 86-84
victory over Bridgewater in the state
semifinals, and an 89½-80½ victory in
the state final over Cherry Hill East,
which had upset Shawnee in the South
Jersey final. Those last two victories,
against teams that were clearly supe-
rior in talent, propelled the WHS boys
to six state titles (with two state run-
ner-up finishes and two heartbreaking
sectional final losses) in the next 10
years, its best decade since the legend-
ary teams of the 1960s won 10 in a row.

How much of that would have been
different if the 2000 team hadn’t done
a complete 180 in January and Febru-
ary. It was a team that didn’t have
superior talent but definitely was at
the top in one key, often unrecog-
nized category: senior leadership.

When the captains were voted on

Devil of the Week
Troy Skibitsky

Wrestling

the year before announced the year
before, it was one of the toughest
votes in a while. There were seven
key returning seniors: Matt Cahill,
Chris Driscoll, Ray Encarnacion,
Scott Kautzmann, Paul Kolterjahn,
Kyle McCloskey and Turner Yevich.
Some were very talented, some very
loud, all potentially good captains.
The team voted for Cahill, Kautzmann
and McCloskey, the three quietest
members. If you attended practice,
you saw every senior in the water
every day, even the club swimmers.
They were possessed.

Kolterjahn became a legend for his
miraculous 500 victory in the semifi-
nal upset of Bridgewater. Kautzmann
won the sprint freestyles in the state
final against sprint-heavy Cherry Hill
East. Driscoll, McCloskey and Yevich
had many clutch swims in that final
week, while Encarnacion had a great
100 back in the state final.

But the guy who quietly made the
team a success was Matt Cahill. Some
people had wondered if he was a
good choice as captain. But when his
senior year came around, Cahill be-
came a clone of Steve Kapucinski
and Tim Romano, the captains in
1997, his freshman year.

“Remember those guys as fresh-
men,” Cahill’s mom Cathy said last
week. “They had to be the worst look-
ing, least talented freshmen in school
history. And four years later, they
were outstanding young men. It was
an amazing transformation.”

Cahill had starting improving as a
junior and his senior year was thrown
into the breach, anchoring key relays,
swimming important 50 and 100
freestyles, occasionally a 100 breast-
stroke. And, amazingly, his times re-
ally started to improve. In practice he
became a workaholic, getting out of
the pool daily with his face turned
various shades of purple from the
effort.

In state finals, with members of the
SP-F and Bridgewater teams cheer-
ing them on in the stands, WHS rose
to the occasion. Cahill finished third
in the 50 free, swam on the second

place sprint relay and then was in-
volved in one of the wildest finishes
ever. Going into the final event, WHS
had a 79½-76½ lead, and could win
the meet with either a first place (un-
likely, since CH East had the state’s
fastest time coming in, and it was 10
seconds faster than WHS’s best) or
by going 2-3.

Swimming on one relay was fresh-
man Zack Coppa, Yevich, McCloskey
and Kautzmann. The other relay had
freshman Sean Baran, Devin Power,
Kolterjahn and … Cahill, whose life-
time best 100 at that point was a 56.

All the WHS swimmers dropped
times, CH East had “off” swims and
a shocking 1-3 finish (nearly a 1-2)
by the Devils gave them the hard-to-
imagine championship. And, perhaps
fittingly, the three fastest splits on the
A and B relays were Kautzmann
(51.01), McCloskey (51.22) and
Cahill (51.83), the three captains.

The video of that meet is played
more at my house than Citizen Kane
or Apocalypse Now or Animal House.
It’s really hard not to wonder what
might’ve happened to the state’s No.
1 public school swimming program if
that 2000 team hadn’t rebounded from
the string of setbacks over the previ-
ous year and produced that amazing
turnaround season.

And I’ve thought about it a lot more
since last Friday night, when the word
spread over e-mails, Facebook and
phone calls that Matt Cahill had
passed away in California earlier that
day, on his 28th birthday. During that
magical 2000 season, one song had
played constantly on the car CD player
of Matt’s coach. Again last weekend
the coach couldn’t stop playing the
haunting Green Day song. It reminded
me of Matt, my man:

Another turning point, a fork stuck
in the road Time grabs you by the
wrist, directs you where to go So
make the best of this test, and don’t
ask why It’s not a question, but a
lesson learned in time

It’s something unpredictable, but
in the end it’s right. I hope you had the
time of your life. So take the photo-
graphs, and still frames in your mind
Hang it on a shelf in good health and
good time Tattoos of memories and
dead skin on trial For what it’s worth
it was worth all the while

It’s something unpredictable, but
in the end it’s right. I hope you had the
time of your life.

MEMORABLE DAY
When the first WHS wrestling team

took the mat at Roosevelt Junior High
School for its first practice under
coach Harper Adams in December
1939, the big story in that week’s The
Westfield Leader was about Capt.
Frank Doetterl coming out of retire-
ment to score six goals and lead the
Westfield Polo Club to an 18-12 vic-
tory over the Ramapo Polo Club at
the Armory (Westfield led 11-5 after
two chukkers, by the way.)

The Jan. 11, 1940 issue of The
Leader reported that “about 40 boys
were bouncing around” on the team’s
new wrestling mat – which weighed
1,000 pounds and was 20 feet square.
Interest in the team was called “high.”

Although they were a club team
and only wrestled two dual meets,

Westfield was the host school for the
“regional qualifier” (i.e., District 3)
tournament at Roosevelt’s old gym
behind the auditorium stage. Westfield
finished fourth out of five schools,
with George Breitfeller (115), Roger
Cornell (135), Bob Hohenstein (145),
Bert Silberg (155) and Irv Hartvigsen
(165) competing. Other team mem-
bers were: Harry Johnson (95), Russ
Briant (105), Bill Gutknecht (125),
Bob Peden (135), Bill Willoughby
(145), Ted Conover (175) and heavy-
weight Tom Mannino.

The sport became varsity the fol-
lowing year, but struggled in the dual
meet season with losses to Roselle
Park, Somerville, Washington (twice),
Regional (Dayton), Union and Bound
Brook. The lineup: Schuyler
Livingston (95), Johnson (105),
Breitfeller (115), Walt Nichols (125),
Angelo Bavosa (135), Hohenstein
(145), Bob Lowe (155), Tom Wyckoff
(165), Bob Allen (175) and Conover
at heavyweight. Wrestling in two
matches that year was Gene
Hohenstein, who went on to become
an outstanding doctor.

(For those who were wondering,
the first varsity individual win was by
Johnson and the first pin by Bob
Hohenstein, both against Somerville.)

The program was dropped the fol-
lowing year, mostly because of World
War II. Adams enlisted into the service
and there were government-enforced
restrictions on money and travel. Wres-
tling didn’t return at WHS until 1957-
58, when Gary Kehler brought it back
as a club team. The next year it went
varsity and picked up its first win on
Dec. 19, 1958 when it downed
Cranford 22-19. The tiny one-column
headline in The Leader said “HS Wres-
tlers Win Opener.” WHS’s winning
wrestlers that night were Charlie Wistar
(pin), captain Jack Fish, Dennis Pow-
ers, Dave Zaparanick, Bob Maltbie
and Dave Martin (pin), with heavy-
weight Gene Barron earning a meet-
clinching 2-2 draw.

The regular lineup that year was:
Ken Simms (98-106), Doug Wight
(98), Wister (106), Fish (115), Bill
Phelps (123), Powers (130), Ron
Viglianti and Mike Petrucione (136),
Zaparnick (141), Bob Mueller (148),
Rich Bales (157), Gerry Luebeck and
Maltbie (168), Martin (178) and
Barron.

Now, more than 50 years from those
timid beginnings, WHS is celebrat-
ing the 500th win in school history
(and also the 100th win for coach
Glen Kurz), picked up last Saturday
during a quad meet sweep of Eliza-
beth, Linden and SP-F. Only around
two dozen schools in state history
have reached that total.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Westfield Subs (261 South Av-
enue East) is Troy Skibitsky. The
sophomore wrestler had three pins as
WHS swept a quad meet, including
the 500th win in school history, and
the 100th for coach Glen Kurz.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

KURZ WINS 100TH AS HEAD COACH

Blue Devils Grab 500th
Varsity Mat Triumph

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School (WHS)
wrestling history was tapped twice
when the Blue Devils defeated Eliza-
beth, 45-22, in the first match of a
quad meet in Elizabeth on January
30. The victory made it the 500th win
for the program, and Glen Kurz re-
corded his 100th career victory as the
Blue Devils’ Head Coach.

After the final bout with the Min-
utemen, a crowd of Blue Devils fans,
which included Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, raised numerical
balloons indicating the numbers 500
and 100.

The match with the Minutemen
began at the 215-lb class where Jer-
emy Portillo nipped Blue Devil Tom
Snyder, 3-2. The Minutemen took a
9-0, team lead when Carlos Cardenas
pinned Kyle Kania in 1:59, but Mike
Kalimtzis got the Blue Devils on the
scoreboard with a 1:19 pin over James
Thevenin with an arm bar. At 112 lbs,
Blue Devil Pat Currie caught Carlos
Herrera in a reverse cradle then
switched to a half nelson to pin him in
3:27.

At 119 lbs, Blue Devil Anthony
Aldana got taken down in overtime
by Mateo Perez to lose, 8-6, but the
Blue Devils took an 18-12 team lead
when Troy Skibitsky pinned his op-
ponent in 43 seconds with a stack arm
bar. Minuteman Ralph Stadler knot-
ted the score when he pinned Kevin
Cascillo in 2:33.

Blue Devil Ryan Jennings claimed
a 3-1 victory over Jah Guillermo at
135 lbs, and Christian Barber used an
arm bar to settle Jose Arias in 3:08 at
140 lbs. Brian Henry head-smoth-
ered George Travinsky in 3:45 at 145
lbs to up Westfield’s lead to 33-18
then at 152-lbs Erik Gozdieski
clinched the match when he earned a
12-5 decision over Erick Ventura.

Blue Devil Chris Tomasso added

some cushion with a 4:31 pin of Mike
Rabatin at 160 lbs. Sophomore Kieran
Cline threw another cushion onto the
pile with a 10-6 victory over Ezekiel
Villafana at 171 lbs. Billy Kim jumped
up to 189 lbs to face Minuteman
Maurice McCullers, who placed sec-
ond in the county at that weight, but
he became the victim of an 8-0, ma-
jority decision.

After the victory, Linden Tiger
Head Coach Anthony Reinoso came
over to congratulate coach Kurz on
his 100th victory. The two have been
friends since their PAL youth wres-
tling days.

The Blue Devils went on to defeat
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 42-33, and
Linden, 39-30, to up their season
record to 6-7.

Westfield Matmen Top
SPF Raiders, 42-33

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, 42-33, in
Elizabeth on January 30.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — Mike Kalimtzis (W) p Lucas
Cinafonte, :35
112: — Dan Cardoza (S) p Pat Currie, 1:46
119: — Devin Ausbon (S) p Anthony
Aldana, 1:45
125: — Tristan Bundy (S) p Keith
Peterson, :58
130: — Troy Skibitsky (W) p Dion Natale,
5:04
135: — Ryan Jennings (W) p Dom Pigna,
3:24
140: — Mike Steinfield (S) d Ellis Opoku,
3-2
145: — Christian Barber (W) md Josh
Foote, 15-5
152: — Brian Henry (W) tf Luke Vuono,
15-0, 5:13
160: — Chris Tomasso (W) md John
Devia, 10-1
171: — Bill Kim (W) won forfeit
189: — Kieran Cline (W) p Jack
Bouchakian, 1:45
215: — Andrew Jacobs (S) p Tom
Snyder, 2:40
Hwt: — Anthony Tufaro (S) won forfeit

WF Blue Devils Top
Linden Tigers, 39-27
The Westfield High School wres-

tling team defeated the Linden Ti-
gers, 39-30*, during a quad match in
Elizabeth on January 30. Blue Devil
Erik Gozdieski fought off a shoulder
injury to pin Danny Castro in over-
time at 160 lbs. *(According to the
printout, Linden had 30 team points.)

BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Austin Frank (L) won forfeit
103: — Mike Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
112: — Dan Tibere (L) d Pat Currie, 5-3
119: — Adrian Betancourt (L) p An-
thony Aldana, 3:21
125: — Keith Peterson (W) p Steve
Dorsely, :48
130: — Troy Skibitsky (W) p Lamar Coo-
per, 4:12
135: — Felipe Ramerez (L) d Ryan
Jennings, 9-7
140: — Ellis Opoku (W) d Carl Holley, 5-0
145: — Christian Barber (W) p Mosa
Diab, 1:31
152: — Travis Foster (L) p Brian Henry,
5:19
160: — Gozdieski (W) p Castro, 7:09 OT
171: — Bill Kim (W) p Rob Clark, 3:07
189: — Nick Currea (L) d Kieran Cline, 8-2
215: — Keron Smith (L) d Tom Snyder,
3-2

Patricia O’Connor
• Greater Union County Association of Realtors, Director

• Westfield, Scotch Plains and Cranford Specialist

• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses

• Short Sale, Foreclosure & Seniors Real Estate Specialist

If you are interested in a complimentary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / (908) 654-6560, x 120
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Patricia O’Connor
2009 Top Producer

Invite Patty in, and she’ll bring results!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FROM PAL PALS TO COACHES…Linden Head Coach Anthony Reinoso,
pictured left, congratulates Glen Kurz on his 100th win as the Blue Devils’ Head
Coach after Westfield defeated Elizabeth, 45-22, on January 30. The two friends
have known each other since their PAL youth wrestling days.

Online Cougar Exclusive;
Union County Wrestling:

For Cranford High School sports,
check out the Online Exclusive Cou-
gar pages at – www.goleader.com –
Go to bottom of main page – Click
Cougar Pages. Union County
Wrestling results will be on the
following page.

Online Exclusive Cougar pages
can also be accessed by clicking
on “Archives”.

Additional photos of events cov-
ered by Dave Corbin and Fred
Lecomte can be seen by clicking
“photo library” on upper right –
then click “photos” on top.

Scroll to appropriate list.
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Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker East Office • 209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Congratulations to the Top 3 Agents of 2009

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Maryalice Ryan
Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield-West • 600 North Avenue • 908-233-0065

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 866-835-4557

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for more information

Homebuyer Tax Credit
Opportunity is Knocking

*Certain income, purchase price limits, and primary resident rules may apply.

• Extended until April 30, 2010,

 close by June 30, 2010.

• Expanded to include buyers

 who have owned their current 

 home at least 5 years;  

 eligible for tax credit of up to

$6,500*.

• Continues to apply to fi rst-

time homebuyers or anyone

 who hasn’t owned a home in

 the last three years; eligible

 for tax credit of up to

 $8,000*.

Follow us on Twitter @ cbwestfield
Become a fan on Facebook @ Coldwell Banker Westfield NJ

FANWOOD $499,000
Spacious Colonial w/4BR 2.5BA close to town/train. Great
for commuters! Grand Dining Room perfect for
entertaining. DIR: North Ave near Nicholl C.
MLS: 2735723 908-233-0065

MOUNTAINSIDE $729,000
Brick home w/updated eat in Kitchen off family room, 3BR
3.1BA, Fabulous Master w/full BA, walk-in closet, sitting
area, and lots more!
MLS: 2741772 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $325,000
Charming 4BR Cape w/living rm, Formal Din Rm, Fam Rm
Addn, Ei-Kit, Hwd Flrs, near schools, conv location. DIR:
Westfield Ave near Henry & Evergreen.

MLS: 2731302 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $475,000
NEW PRICE! Warm & Inviting 4BR 2BA Colonial w/open
floor plan. Many updates since 2007 incl. furnace, CAC,
2nd flr full bath, siding & roof. Conv. location.
MLS: 2736247 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $769,000
Very spacious Ranch w/4BR & 4 updated baths. Updated
Kitchen w/granite counters & new appliances.  Open Family
room area. Great yard.
MLS: 2736518 908-233-0065

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,399,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION! Sprawling breathtaking home
simply defies imagination. Amazing one of a kind dual main
staircase w/wrought iron spindles.
MLS: 2711541 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,100,000
NEW LISTING! 5BR cutom home w/clear view of Green
Acres. Oversized rms, nice flow, designer touches galore.
Too many upgrades to mention.
MLS: 2736987 908-233-0065

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 2/7 1-4PM  353 North Avenue

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 2/7 1-4PM  2315 Westfield Avenue


