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                                    Year-In-Review Part 2:
July Through December, 2010
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Bergen Foundation
Funding has been made possible in part through a 
grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
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and The Friends of Westfield Symphony Orchestra present

Visit us on Facebook                

Wheelchair
Accessible

A New Year’s Eve celebration of American musical theater classics
featuring guest stars direct from the Broadway stage

Friday, December 31st, 2010 at 7 PM
Westfield High School

Advance tickets $35 and $65  ($40 and $70 at door)
CALL 908.232.9400

Visit our ticket outlets (cash or check only);  
The Town Book Store:  270 East Broad Street, Westfield

Martin Jewelers:  12 North Avenue West, Cranford 
www.westfieldsymphony.org

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL ABOARD...Train, the popular Grammy-winning rock band from San Francisco, wowed an estimated 25,000 fans
in September at Union County Musicfest. The festival, held at the Oak Ridge Park in Clark, hosted tents with games of
chance, skill, and food and drink. Above is Patrick Monahan, lead vocalist, who put on a one-man show with his gyrations
and physicality. People lucky enough to have a front row spot in the crushing crowd waited hours for their coveted
space. One woman, in her mid-40s, who sang along to every song the band played, said she waited 10 hours to be in
the front. “I have the sunburn to prove it,” she said.

Sweet Sounds Jazz ~ Paul Lachenauer

July
CRANFORD  – The absurdist black

comedy Why Torture is Wrong and the
People who Love Them, written by
Berkeley Heights playwright Christo-
pher Durang, opened at Union County
College’s Professional Theater Com-
pany, The Theater Project. The play
centered on America’s growing home-
land insecurity, and despite the seri-
ous theme, Marx Brothers-esque an-
archy prevailed in every scene. Clever
and insightful director Mark Spina
asked his actors to run a marathon in
comic timing. They did it in record
time without sacrificing laughs.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

 SCOTCH  PLAINS – Scotch
Plains resident Jennifer Rubino re-
leased her book, “As Different as
Night and Day: A Complete Guide to
Astrology.” It is a book that can be
referenced for an understanding of
both the basics of astrology as well as
its more confusing elements. The au-
thor said she believes people can feel
the energy of the astrological signs if
they are attuned to it, although she
believes most people do not under-
stand astrology.

“Astrology gives us insight into
other people. It has helped me with
my relationships…and my social
skills,” Ms. Rubino said.

~ Marylou Morano

 UNION – Kean University’s Pre-
miere Stages produced The Good
Counselor, a story about saving lost
souls that perhaps are not meant to be
saved.  This beautiful collaboration
relied on riveting acting, an inventive
unique set and smart lighting design.
Producing Artistic Director John
Wooten artfully staged and sensitively
directed the production, which left
the viewers wondering about redemp-
tion and forgiveness and echoing
Playwright Katherine Grant’s theme:
is it ever too late for a second chance?

~ Susan M. Dougherty

 CRANFORD – The 3D-animated
film Despicable Me, directed by
Cranford resident Chris Renaud,
opened in theatres across the coun-
try. Mr. Renaud moved his family to

Paris in 2008 to create the film in
conjunction with Universal Pictures.
Although he has worked with car-
toons for years, Mr. Renaud never
thought he would move from
Cranford to Paris to make world-
renowned films.

Mr. Renaud remains in Paris work-
ing on his next film, The Lorax, an
animated feature film based on Dr.
Seuss’s book of the same name. On
making Despicable Me, Mr. Renaud
said, “I made a vow to myself that I’d
make something my kids would laugh
at and enjoy. It’s been one of the
greatest experiences of my life.”

~ Rennie Wolters

 SCOTCH PLAINS – The
township’s 2010 Cultural Arts Series
of summer concerts on the Village
Green continued with a concert by
members of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra and Maestro David Wroe.

The program consisted of favorite
classical works, with Maestro Wroe
serving as genial host, giving spoken
introductions to each of the pieces. A
sampling of the offerings included

Mozart’s “Allegro” from Eine Kleine
Nachtmusik, the overture to Rossini’s
The Barber of Seville, and “Spring”

from Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons. The
combination of wonderful music and
pleasant weather made for a lovely
evening.

~ Barbara Thomson

 GARWOOD  – The Crossroads
played host to the Rick Cantor Band’s
release party for its first album, Up-
stairs at Graceland.  Recorded en-
tirely at studios in Memphis, Tenn.,
there is a shout-out to Garwood in the
liner notes. The album represented a
big step forward for the band, which
consists of Westfield, Cranford, Short
Hills and Berkeley Heights natives,
all of whom had been known previ-
ously for playing covers.

~ Eric Nierstedt

 August
WESTFIELD – Westfield author

Josie Varga released her third book,
“Make Up Your Mind to Be Happy”
– 98 pages of common-sense rein-
forcements that can be consumed in
one easy sitting or digested slowly, a
few tips at a time. The tips that she
shares with her readers are sensible
and practical. Most can be accom-
plished with a minimum of effort.

The book is somewhat related to
her experiences with cerebral palsy,
bilateral hearing loss and melanoma
survival. “People can make up their
mind to be happy despite what is
going on in their lives,” she said,
adding that “we have everything we
need to be happy right now.”

~ Marylou Morano

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Leader and The Times visited a “mu-
seum dedicated to the history of hip-
hop” – the home of Steve Sussman,
AKA Dr. Steve, AKA “ShoDawg,”
the hip-hop “alter ego” he has as-
sumed.

ShoDawg, who is a child psycholo-
gist, served as both head curator and
docent, narrating the 45-minute tour
of his cultural fascination with all
things rap. Dr. Steve’s exhibit is a

series of vignettes that tells the com-
plex and fascinating story of a music
genre not often associated with a
suburban Jewish child psychologist
who grew up in the Orthodox Jewish
neighborhood of Borough Park,
Brooklyn.

As a psychologist, he stresses the
use of creative expression to afford
children an outlet for their anger,
while employing a musical genre that
appeals to them.

“As a psychologist, we’re trained
that the best way to deal with some-
one who’s violent is to get them to
translate it into art. Just express it.
When a guy’s writing, ‘I’m gonna
kill you,’ it’s a lot healthier than him
doing it,” he said.

~ Maggie Fram

 MOUNTAINSIDE – Sara
Hoffman, a 17-year-old Mountainside
resident and senior at Governor
Livingston High School in Westfield,
was one of 18 winners of an online
contest called “Smooth Moves, In
Front of and Behind the Camera,”
sponsored by Skintimate Studios. To
win, she had to write an essay about
why she wanted to be a filmmaker.

Her entry, along with 17 others,
was selected out of 6,000, and Ms.
Hoffman won a seven-day, all-ex-
penses-paid trip to Hollywood to work
side-by-side with a production team
from Dreaming Tree Films as well as
to learn creative and technical direc-
tion from notable Hollywood Direc-
tor Gail Mancuso, who has directed
such series as “Friends” and “30
Rock.”

Ms. Hoffman’s team of nine pro-
duced a 12-minute film, S.O.S, which
was posted online for viewer voting.

“I had more fun than I ever dreamed,
and I also learned that it was a lot of
hard work,” she added. “But I loved
every second of it.”

~ Linda Condrillo

 GARWOOD — In late August,
the Garwood Public Library offered
a different kind of learning experi-
ence. Rather than using books, the
library offered a program on great
composers of Broadway and Ameri-
can classical music, given by veteran
performer Nina Duetsch.

Ms. Duetsch, who is a graduate of
both Juilliard and Yale, has spent

many years as a character actress and
piano soloist. She has appeared on
NBC and BBC television, and was
the first woman to play American
classical music in China. Recently,
she has been licensed to work on
piano transcriptions of Bob Dylan’s
work.

Ms. Deutsch ended the night with
a final sing-along of “God Bless
America” and a Q&A with the audi-
ence, discussing her love of perform-
ing for people and how it eventually
led her from cruise-ship entertain-
ment to Broadway and, finally, to the
Garwood Library.

~ Eric Nierstedt

 September
 WESTFIELD – Nine-year-old

Connor LaVelle was invited to ap-
pear on Mike Francesa’s sports-talk
show on behalf of the Make-A-Wish
Foundation.  Connor and his family
traveled to Bar Anticipation (Bar A)
in Belmar, where Francesa broad-
casts a special end-of-summer in-
stallment of his show, annually.

The LaVelles received V.I.P. passes
to view Mr. Francesa’s five-hour si-
mulcast right in front of the stage.
Connor, who has spent much of his
life in a wheelchair due to a diagnosis
of Neurofibromatosis, wore his Yan-
kees 2009 World Series shirt and cap
for the occasion. Connor was briefed
by show representatives about the
topics he would discuss on-air.

“My heart was pounding so fast,”
he said. “But I loved it.”

~ Christie Storms

 SEATTLE – The 82-minute docu-
mentary Twilight in Forks: The Saga
of a Real Town was executive-pro-
duced by Westfield High School Class
of 1977 alumnus Peter Cowles and
licensed through the networking of
fellow ’77 alum Michael Bartok, then
released in March of this year.

Forks, Wash., has the notorious
distinction of being the setting of the
vampire-based Twilight books. Mr.
Cowles spoke with The Westfield
Leader and The Times over the phone
from his law office in Seattle about
the journey to document how Forks
became a tourist destination for Twi-
light fans.

Forks is known to many nature
lovers as the gateway to Olympic
National Park, but for Twilight fans,
it is where the love story between the
mortal teen Bella Swan and immortal
vampire Edward Cullen takes place.

“Most stories like this – you can’t
go to a tangible place and actually see
it and touch it and be in it,” says Forks

High School Principal Kevin
Rupprecht in the documentary.

~ Maggie Fram

 WESTFIELD – Premiere Stages
at Kean University and Playwrights
Theatre of New Jersey co-presented
Tammy Ryan’s heartbreaking story
of the Lost Boys of Sudan in her
dramatic play, Lost Boy Found in
Whole Foods. This was a serious,
uplifting drama with beautiful writ-
ing and incredible acting.

The seeds of education and infor-
mation are planted in this thoughtful
work. Ryan actually worked with Lost
Boys in 2003. Approximately 17,000
of these lost boys, some as young as
5 or 6 years old, walked more than
630 miles from their homes to relo-
cate in refugee camps after facing
starvation, animal attacks, slave trad-
ers and government troops along the
way.

Powerfully acted, and marvelously
directed by John Pietrowski of the
Playwrights Theatre of New Jersey,
the play utilizes Joseph Gourley’s
visually interesting set, which was
artistically lighted by Nadine
Charlsen.  

“I knew this story needed to be
told,” said Playwright Ryan in the
playbill.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association got into full swing in
September, when it held its first meet-
ing of the 2010-2011 season.

At the helm were a new slate of
officers that included Brooke
Gardiner of Mountainside, president;
Sheilia Lenga, of Union, vice-presi-
dent; Toby Meyers of Union, secre-
tary, and Mary Ann Iannitto of South
Plainfield, treasurer.

In the planning stage were an art
show, artistic demonstrations and ac-
tivities such as artist speakers, a side-
walk art show and a “Painting
Westfield” event.

~ Marylou Morano

 PLAINFIELD –  To open the 2010-
2011 subscription season, the
Plainfield Symphony featured Jamie
Bernstein, the daughter of late com-
poser and conductor Leonard
Bernstein, in “A Master Class with
Jamie Bernstein,” a program that paid
tribute to the senior Bernstein’s
“Young People’s Concerts” with the
New York Philharmonic, where he
served as music director. 

Director Charles Prince conducted
“A Master Class” at Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church in which he com-
bined music and lecture in a setting
that allowed the audience to learn
more about Bernstein.

“There’s no better person in the
world to get an audience more in-
volved and interested in any music
than my dearest friend, Jamie,” Mr.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

DANCING WITH THE STAR...Scotch Plains resident Madhumita Parmar, a
student at the Union County Academy for Allied Health Science (UCAAHC),
performed in a fundraising concert for an agency that provides meals for
underprivileged children in India.

Maria Halkias of Westfield’s
“Windmills”

RAE OF LIGHT…A multimedia show-
case of works by 21 young award-win-
ning artists selected from the annual
Juried Student Exhibit at the duCret
School of Art in Plainfield served as the
summer exhibit at Swain Galleries in
Plainfield. On view were pastels, oils,
stained glass, digital photography and
more, including the above mixed-media
work by Westfield’s Rae Cauley.

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Christoffers wishes everyone

Happy New Year

There is still time to clean out your
closets & keep someone warm.

We are still collecting coats for

WBGO’s Annual Coat Drive
thru January 15th, 2011


