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Prince said.
~ Greg Waxberg

 WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra played to an
enthusiastic crowd of 5,000 at the
PNC Arts Center in September and
repeated its program the next night in
Westfield. These two relatively short
Italian operas – Cavalleria Rusticana
(Rustic Chivalry) and Pagliacci
(Clowns) – have been performed as a
twin bill since the late 1800s, and are
among the best known works in the
repertoire.

Both operas are set in small Italian
villages in the 1800’s, and both fea-
ture a betrayed husband, a scheming
woman, a chorus of villagers and, of
course, revenge! With all of the drama
of opera, it is easy to become wrapped
up in the singing and forget that the
conductor and orchestra are the ones
holding it together. Conductor David
Wroe led this excellent orchestra in a
passionate and exciting performance,
producing cheers and standing ova-
tions on both nights. Bravo!

~ Barbara Thomson

 CRANFORD – The Theater
Project’s first musical show in its 16
years of operation, Crowns, was pre-
sented in the traditional Roy Smith
Theater of Union County College.

Crowns, by Regina Taylor, is a
reflective history of African-Ameri-
can women and their remembrances
of hats their ancestors wore. The story
is told through the eyes of a contem-
porary young black woman, Yolanda,
who opens the show with an impres-
sive rap number that reveals her life
in Brooklyn, where her brother was
shot and killed. This musical edu-
cated audiences with a slice of cul-
tural identity and history. Typical
monologues include proclamations
like, “Our crowns have been bought
and paid for” and “Hattitude is what
you need to wear a hat well.”

~ Susan M. Dougherty

 SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
resident Madhumita Parmar, a stu-
dent at the Union County Academy
for Allied Health Science
(UCAAHC), produced and per-
formed in a Fundraising Concert for
the benefit of Akshaya Patra, an
agency that provides meals for un-
derprivileged children in India.

The event, performed at Terrill
Middle School in late September, co-
incided with Madhumita’s 16th birth-
day. An accomplished dancer, singer
and saxophonist, Madhumita has of-
ten used her talents to raise funds for
non-profits.

The Akshaya Patra concert raised
more than $10,000 for the organiza-
tion. The benefit was inspired by a
family trip to Jaipoor, India.

“I felt so inspired after this visit
that I was determined to do some-
thing [to] help this organization flour-
ish more than it already has,”
Madhumita said. “Through my dance,
I am essentially helping impover-
ished children get food and an educa-
tion, she said. 

~ Marylou Morano

 October
 WESTFIELD – Abie’s Irish Rose,

by Anne Nichols, was Westfield Com-
munity Players’ season-opener. De-
spite being panned unanimously by
theater reviewers in 1922 when it
first opened, it survived on Broad-
way and, for years, held the world’s
record for the longest-running tour-
ing play in Broadway history. This
fast-moving three-act comedy pre-
sents a story of stereotyped preju-
dices and how they might be over-
come.

The storyline revolves around a
New York Orthodox Jewish man,
Solomon Levy, a widower who owns
his own business, running it with his
only son, Abraham. In the past, son
“Abie” has brought home young
women who have never met with
Solomon’s approval because they are
not Jewish. What makes the audience
happy is Naomi Yablonsky’s vision
and fine direction. This is a period
piece that, according to director
Yablonsky, echoes a universal theme:
“There is always hope that true love
can run smoothly.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

 WESTFIELD  – Westfield resi-
dent Gregory Principato finished
shooting his independent short film,
Crackers the movie, in South Amboy.
It features cast and crew members
from the local area along with well-
known actors, including Vincent
D’Onofrio and Brenda Vaccaro. The
film tells the story of an Italian chef
whose happy-go-lucky existence is
shattered when his loud, overbearing
mother-in-law suddenly moves in
with his family.

Mr. Principato got the idea for
Crackers during a “haunted tour” of
New Orleans about 10 years ago.
“Although it’s a dark story, it’sfunny,”
he said. “It’s dysfunctional, but it’s
about how someone could be pushed
to the point of insanity.”

~ Christie Storms

 CRANFORD – Cranford Dra-
matic Club Community Theatre’s
version of Grease met an enthusias-
tic audience on opening night. It was
a professionally produced and di-
rected show. Unlike milder, toned-
down high school versions of the
musical, this was a show for adults.
Director Becky Randazzo explained
that the original Broadway version
was known for being a “raunchy, raw,
vulgar show” that in later versions,
including the film, was tamed down

significantly. The “raw” content aside,
this was a well-executed show.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

 WESTFIELD – Hundreds of visi-
tors stepped through the doors of
seven remarkable residences for the
Hearth & Home Kitchen Tour, a
fundraiser benefiting Holy Trinity
Interparaochial School (HTIS). The
tour not only featured a feast for the
eyes, as guests viewed designer rooms
and kitchens, but also provided de-
lectable cuisine to please their pal-
ettes from local chefs and bakers.

~ Christie Storms

 SCOTCH PLAINS – The work of
Scotch Plains photographer Michael
McKenna was on exhibit at Wings
Gallery in Fanwood. The exhibit fo-
cused on one of the photographer’s
favorite subjects: The State of New
Jersey.

His camera imparts a magical, al-
most fairytale-like quality to the cit-
ies, suburbs, rural locations and shores
New Jerseyeans call home.  One of
the ways he achieves this effect is by
capturing the vivid color inherent in
his subjects. He also likes to shoot in
the early-morning hours before sun-
rise and for two or three hours after it
comes up.

“I concentrate my work on New
Jersey because I’ve lived here my
whole life, and I have lived in many
different places within it,” he said.

~ Marylou Morano

 NEWARK – Newark’s New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
welcomed the Geraldine Dodge Po-
etry Festival for the first time. Previ-
ously held at Waterloo Village in
Stanhope, the four-day festival –
dubbed “WordStock” by the New York
Times –offered an all-star team of
poets.

The festival experienced roughly
15,000 attendees overall. Lawrence
P. Goldman, the president and chief
executive of the NJPAC, speaking to
the audience on the festival’s open-
ing night, marveled that “in a world
where everyone’s tweeting and e-
mailing, 1,000 people came to spend
an evening enjoying poetry in real
time.”

~ Michael J. Pollack

November
 WESTFIELD – The New York

chamber music group “Mostly Mu-
sic” performed at Temple Emanu-El
in November. The program featured
music for oboe and string trio, and
was a chance to hear some lesser-
known repertoire. Mozart’s Oboe
Quartet in F Major, Britten’s, Phan-
tasy Quartet for Oboe and Strings,
and von Dohnanyi’s Seranade in C
Major for String Trio were the fea-
tured pieces.  All four of the perform-
ers demonstrated wonderful intona-
tion, beautiful sound, rhythmic vital-
ity and precision.

~ Barbara Thomson

 WESTFIELD – Scotch Plains
filmmakers Robbie Bryan and Chris-
tine Botelho premiered their latest
short film, Choose, at the Rialto The-
ater. The program was hosted by the
Summit chapter of the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. 

The movie was written and directed
by Mr. Bryan, produced by his wife
and first-time producer, Ms. Botelho,
and dedicated to Mr. Bryan’s college
friend, Liza Ringer-Chance, who
passed away earlier in the year from
ovarian cancer. The movie centers on
a man whose wife, develops an ag-
gressive brain tumor during the 21st
week of pregnancy.  “I’m more proud
of this than anything I’ve ever made,”
Mr. Bryan announced before the
movie screened.

~ Thomas S. Fortunato

 CRANFORD – La Traviata, one
of Giuseppe Verdi’s most-beloved
Italian operas of the 19th century,
was presented at Cranford Dramatic
Club’s Community Theater play-
house by Pineda Lyric Opera Com-
pany. Their version offered a marvel-
ously professional treatment of the
work, which was filled with merri-
ment and gaiety with an undercurrent
of despair and anguish. The
company’s friends, relatives and
strangers leapt to their feet at this
memorable performance to show their
appreciation of the amateurs and pro-
fessionals alike.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

 WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Theatre Department per-
formed a unique version of A
Midsummer’s Night’s Dream when
freshman English teacher and play
director, Daniel Devlin, merged the
eloquence of Shakespeare’s language
with the social influence of New York
City during the summer of 1967.

The production’s cast commanded
the stage as learned Shakespeare thes-
pians. The play’s musical score helped
to establish the social themes of un-
rest, peace and love, which marked
the 1960s. The capacity crowd gave a
rousing applause as the final curtain
closed on the last night of the perfor-
mance, and after giving their final
bow, the seniors were rewarded with
roses from their cast-mates.

~ Eric D. Wildstein

 WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
resident John Rokosny returned to
his hometown to tell the tale of Paul
Jackson. Mr. Rokosny, a producer
and director of public-service vid-
eos, created a film for the Paul Jack-
son Fund, which began in 1991 to
benefit Mr. Jackson, a 1979 Westfield
High School graduate who was diag-
nosed with a spinal-cord tumor and
later rendered paralyzed after his sec-
ond surgery; he died in February 2009
at the age of 47.

Awareness of the Paul Jackson
Fund has led to it being chosen by the
Junior Woman’s Club of Westfield as
the recipient of the club’s annual
fundraising gala on March 12, 2011.

“You’re making a film – which is
fun to do – and then you can, over a
period of time, see how much it
spreads and promotes awareness…”
said Mr. Rokosny.

~ Michael J. Pollack

 MOUNTAINSIDE – A photo
Linda Beaudry Condrillo snapped
while touring the island of Burano in
Venice, Italy last year was chosen for
the New Jersey Photography Forum’s
16th Annual Juried Photography Ex-
hibit.  A writer for The Leader and
The Times since 2005, she entered
her piece into the Watchung Arts
Center (WAC) exhibit “purely on a
whim.” Ms. Condrillo said the high-
light of the experience was walking
into the WAC and seeing her photo as
one of the first near the entryway.
“It’s like a validation that someone
else thinks it’s good besides you,” she
said.

~ Christie Storms
  

 December
 ASBURY PARK – Scotch Plains

resident and up-and-coming rapper
Dirty Mac shared the stage with five
other New Jersey rap acts and the
band Flight’s Kool at the famed Stone
Pony in Asbury Park.

Dirty Mac performed all new ma-
terial to be featured on his sopho-
more album, “Service With A Style.”
Dirty Mac, also known as James
McNamara, also performed his sig-
nature song, “N.J. Mindframe,” from
his first album, “Uncommon Cour-
tesy.”

“N.J. Mindframe” refers to New
Jersey in such a way that no matter
what part of the state one happens to
be from, upon hearing the song, the
listener finds at least a part of it to be
familiar.

“I feel...in a sense that people in-
side New Jersey embrace New Jer-
sey, but no one in New Jersey wants
to embrace each other to help one
another make it,” Dirty Mac said.

~ Tom Fortunato

 WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra performed
“Home for the Holidays” in early
December at the Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.  The concert set just the
right tone for a happy holiday season.
Traditional favorites, like “White
Christmas” and “Sleigh Ride,” and
lesser-known works, like the “Christ-
mas Waltz” and music from Polar
Express, added to the seasonal reper-
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Director David O. Russell’s The
Fighter, an absorbing, powerfully real-
istic account of light welterweight
“Irish” Micky Ward’s trials and tribula-
tions in and out of the ring, is both
metaphor and anthropological critic.
Pulling no punches, it identifies the
vestigial emotions that make this genre
such a searing microcosm of the hu-
man condition.

Give filmmaker Russell and a gaggle
of writers credit for making intense,
philosophical sense of a very messy
sociology. Welcome to Lowell, Mass.,
a town that went down for the count
after the mills fled. Struggling to lift
itself off the canvas ever since, the
profound psychological effect is sternly
worn on its denizens’ sleeves.

Nowhere does hope spring more
desperately than in the home of Alice
Ward (Melissa Leo), the hard-drink-
ing, chain-smoking mother of nine and
self-appointed boxing manager. As in
every family, the Ward culture is built
on an amalgam of legend and myth. In
their case, it’s eldest son Dicky Eklund’s
could-have-been glory.

Magnificently portrayed with Os-
car-worthy verve and sensitivity by
Christian Bale, he was a decent fighter
with good potential before succumb-
ing to drug addiction. In recent years,
he has become a tarnished, charitably
acknowledged local hero, dining out
on the story of how he once knocked
down the great Sugar Ray Leonard.
Some say he slipped.

In any case, as we take up the tale the
torch has now apparently passed to
little brother Micky Ward, superbly
detailed by Mark Wahlberg. A road-
paver by day, he’s won several fights.
But of late, he has stagnated and taken
numerous beatings, ostensibly due to
the subjective and imprudent judgment
of domineering Alice and the fallen
Dicky.

A real manager offers him a chance
to quit the road gang and train full time
in Las Vegas. He yearns for the oppor-
tunity. But the family has its hooks in
him. And thus we identify the syn-
drome that plagues the very best and
worst of families: the tyranny of the
DNA. Do as we say or flaunt your
repudiation of family, your selfish be-
trayal.

Fortunately, history shows there’s
long been a fairly successful antidote to
the pathology. It’s an ally, forming in its
healthiest application a tie stronger than
blood, and commonly known as a lover.
Enters stage right, Amy Adams in a
great turn as Charlene Fleming, a
spunky barmaid who’s had a flirtation
with college. She seats herself in
Micky’s camp.

And what a crew she has to deal with
if she hopes to wrest her knight in

The Fighter:
Exhibits Championship Form

shining armor from the shackles that
deter the shared dream destiny they
now envision. Ensconced on Alice’s
couch, serving as a chorus to her ego-
centric reveries, several witchlike
daughters provide telling comedy re-
lief, echoing mom’s pontifications to
insure their own survival.

We pause to speculate: What is it
about the lower classes that is so in-
triguing? Of late, almost a whole show-
biz franchise has formed, dedicated to
spotlighting the mores and folkways of
those who either refuse, or have been
unable, to carve out a piece of America’s
middle-class pie. Witness the bevy of
daytime TV shows that delight in mak-
ing sport of them.

Sadly, that’s slumming, rubberneck-
ing at socioeconomic tragedy. I’d like
to think our interest here is primarily
sympathetic. Representing the
Dickensian aspiration for a finer life,
Wahlberg’s Micky Ward is the tale’s
Cinderella. He knows there’s some-
thing better than the insular barbarism
that surrounds him, not just monetarily,
but spiritually as well.

Thus, it is essentially a deadly holy
war that widens the rift between him
and the long held rituals and ethos that
have subjugated his clan. Alice preaches
the mantra, holding up the besotted,
poor, poor Dicky as the martyred sym-
bol of all their beliefs. Hanging from
that false cross, Christian Bale per-
forms a thespic miracle to behold.

Commanding yet unselfish, he suf-
fuses the atmosphere with the entire
crux of the opus, a symbol of the bones
of contention gnawing at the personae’s
souls, and screaming their discontent.
Knocking heads with him, literally and
figuratively, Mr. Wahlberg bobs and
weaves, allowing him an intermittent
limelight without losing his character’s
importance.

But perhaps more phenomenal in
this movie of multifariously sought
redemptions is the tolerance Bale ulti-
mately engenders in his audience. The
idea of heroes and villains soon spins
into an enlightening gray area that
speaks volumes about the human com-
edy. Along the way, a good old-fash-
ioned look at brotherly love comple-
ments the perspective.

The most prestigious, albeit hack-
neyed, accolade that can be laid on a
boxing film is that it isn’t just a ring saga
per se, that the dramatic substance su-
persedes its pugilistic content. In this
corner, the combination is symbioti-
cally profound. Throwing a blow to the
senses and a shot to the gut, The Fighter
floors us with its winning one-two punch.

* * *
The Fighter, rated R, is a Paramount

Pictures release directed by David O.
Russell and stars Mark Wahlberg, Chris-
tian Bale and Amy Adams. Running
time: 115 minutes.

U.S. Poet Laureate Kay Ryan

SETTING THE SCENE… The work of Scotch Plains photographer Michael
McKenna was on exhibit at Wings Gallery in Fanwood in October. The exhibit
focused on one of the photographer’s favorite subjects: The State of New Jersey. Mr.
McKenna’s work runs from the classic landscape shot to the surreal life-like look
an inanimate object can have. Above, “Cold Steel” was taken on the edge of the
Great Swamp just up the hill in Chatham.
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Year-In-Review Continues

WCP To Present
‘You’re Perfect’

WESTFIFELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players will present I Love
You, You’re Perfect, Now Change, a
musical celebrating the mating game,
taking on the truths and myths of “the
relationship.”

Books and lyrics are by Joe
DiPietro, and music is courtesy of
Jimmy Roberts. Performances will
take place on weekends from January
8 through 22. Tickets are $25. For
reservations, call (908) 232-1221. The
theater is located at 1000 North Av-
enue in Westfield. To learn more,
visit westfieldcommunityplayers.

toire. Three selections from the pe-
rennial Christmas favorite, Nut-
cracker, had several children literally
dancing in the aisles as their smiling
parents swayed in their seats. This
performance was billed as the
orchestra’s first Christmas pops con-
cert.

~ Barbara Thomson

 WESTFIELD – Also held in early
December, the Rake and Hoe Garden
Club (RHGC) held a “Deck the Halls”
Holiday House Tour featuring four
homes with refreshing and innova-
tive ideas in holiday decorating. Each
house had its own theme customized
to the décor throughout.

RHGC holds holiday house tours
once every four years. This year’s
proceeds will go to the Clair Brownell
Memorial Wildflower Garden at the
Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve
House. Kris Luka co-chaired the event
with Liz Dwyer. “We want to thank
all the members for all their hard
work,” said Ms. Luka, adding that the
RHGC hopes to plan another holiday
home tour for 2014.

~ Christie Storms

 WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Choral Art Society held its annual
Messiah sing-in at the First United
Methodist Church. People were wel-
come to just come and listen or sing
along with Handel’s most famous
work.

Director James Little was equal
parts conductor, singer and cheer-
leader, conducting when things were
going smoothly and singing along
with the men or encouraging others
when things went awry. The star of
the evening was organist Trent
Johnson, who played the notoriously
difficult accompaniment with energy
and accuracy, providing the good
rhythmic underpinning vital to a per-
formance of the work.

~ Barbara Thomson

 RAHWAY – Audiences of all ages
were treated to an enchanting perfor-
mance of the New Jersey Ballet’s
Cinderella at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center. Beautiful scen-
ery and props, including a sparkling
golden pumpkin coach, added to the
magic. Many of the young audience
members wore their own princess
dresses and tiaras to the performance.
Affordable and entertaining,
Cinderella proved to be a charming
introduction to classical ballet.

~ Christie Storms

 CRANFORD – Cranford Dra-
matic Club’s Community Playhouse
presented a version of Stuart Little
that stayed very close to the E.B.
White novel.

Ty Jacobs directed the production,
which was adapted for the stage by
Joseph Robinette.  Actors ranged in
age from 10 to 80. In the play, Stuart
learned that his size is not a deterrent
to his dreams.  “The energy of the
young kids is contagious, and when
you combine that with the theatrical
experience of the adults, it’s a great
recipe for a good time for people of
all ages,” said Mr. Jacobs.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

 GARWOOD – The Crossroads was
filled with the sounds of The Beatles
and as one of their great followers,
Smithereens front man and longtime
Beatles enthusiast Pat DiNizio, per-
formed a two-hour acoustic set. The
performance was held on the 30th
anniversary of John Lennon’s death.

Scotch Plains resident DiNizio lit-
erally made his way thoughThe
Beatles’ songbook, throwing in The
Smithereens, The Kinks and The Who
along the way. 

The show was inspired by
DiNizio’s “living-room tours,” in
which he travels the country playing
at the homes of Smithereens fans.

“It’s been a life-changing experi-
ence, being able to meet so many fans
and really get to them personally,” he
said.

~ Eric Nierstedt
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FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

FAMILY SEEKS WSTFLD HOME

Family with 2 kids seeking
4-bedroom home. If you or
someone you know is selling,
email us. Our home is sold and we
are pre-approved. No brokers

westfieldhome@me.com

Madrigal Singers Presents
‘O Great Mystery’ in Jan.

WESTFIELD – The public can join
the Madrigal Singers and Director John
Sichel as they present “O Great Mys-
tery,” a program of a cappella music
and readings drawn from hundreds of
years of Christmas celebrations.

The performance, the group’s sev-
enth “second chance at Christmas con-
cert” will take place at 4 p.m. on Janu-
ary 9, 2011 at the First United Method-
ist Church, located at 1 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Guest flutists Jenny
Cline and Susan Graham will join the
ensemble as they tell the inspirational
story of the birth of the Holy Child.

The program opens with a mystical
setting of 13th century plainsong and
continues with musical descriptions of
Gabriel’s appearance to Mary, the an-
gels’ greeting to the shepherds, the
arrival of the shepherds and the kings in

Bethlehem and the flight into Egypt to
escape Herod’s treachery.

After an interlude of flute duets, the
singers present Missa O Magnum
Mysterium, a parody mass by Tomás
Luis Victoria, based on his motet of the
same name. The program concludes
with John Sichel’s entertaining arrange-
ment of Silver Bells.

From the glorious polyphony of
Victoria to the rich Russian harmonies
of Rakhmaninov; from the familiar
sounds of traditional carols to the lush
harmonies of Berlioz, there is some-
thing to capture the heart and imagina-
tion of everyone.

Admission at the door is $15 for
adults and $10 for seniors and students.
Both venues are handicapped-acces-
sible and have on-site parking. To learn
more, call (908) 389-0982.

Courtesy of Jacque Bourke
CHRISTMAS IS SAVED...The stu-
dents of Holy Trinity Interparochial
School’s Drama Club presented The
Best Christmas Pageant Ever, directed
by Paul O’Connor, earlier this month,
to rave reviews. Picured, from left to
right, are: Russell Weber, Daniel Scalia,
Shannon Wieszczek, Kristen Hughes,
Nicole Ferrer and Nina Dixon.


