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M. NAPOLITANO, BALIKO, DUNN GET DOUBLE WINS

Raider Swim Boys Win Big,
Top Blue Devil Boys, 109-61

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations were high of a win
over the Westfield High School boys
swim team by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood boys, but the 4-0 Raiders
exceeded their expectations when
they emerged from the water with a
109-61 victory at Wallace Pool in
Westfield on December 22.

The Raider boys took top honors in
all 11 events and had double winners
in individual events with Mike
Napolitano winning the 100-yard
butterfly and the 500-freestyle, Greg
Baliko winning the 200-individual
medley and the 100-breaststroke, and
Joe Dunn touching first in the 50-
freestyle and the 100-freestyle.

“We didn’t want to think about any
point wise outcomes until after we
swam the meet. We wanted to look at
each race as an individual match-up.
So we would think, ‘OK! This is what
we want to do in the 500-freestyle.
This is what we want to do in the 100-
backstroke. This is what we want to
do in the 50-free.’ And it came down
until the bus ride here that we had our
lineup solidified,” Mike Napolitano
said. “Of course our expectations were
really high. Definitely this was a meet

that we wanted to win. Both teams
swam a great meet.”

“We just swam really, really well
today. Everything seems to be click-
ing this year so far. Guys, who were
placing fourth last year, are now plac-
ing second or third. Our top guys are
clicking very well. They are stepping
up and doing what they need to do,”
Raider Head Coach Jessica Hulnik
said. “They know this is going to be
a special year for them, and they are
acting like it. They are swimming
like it.”

Mike Napolitano teamed with Dan
Pesin, Baliko and Dunn to win the
opening event, the 200-medley relay
in 1:39.31, but the Blue Devils took
an 8-6 lead when Brennan Haley,
Tyler Lessner, Jack Lorentzen and
Nick Boyle took second in 1:41.77,
and Max Shin, Alex Bond, Larry
Zhang and Kevin Oster touched third
in 1:43.5.

Raider Dan Napolitano touched
first in the 200-freestyle in 1:44.9,
followed by Ryan Gajdzisz in 1:50.24
and Blue Devil Matt Daniel in
1:52.48. Baliko won the 200-indi-
vidual medley in 1:59.42, followed
by teammate Dan Pesin in 2:02.53
and Blue Devil Zhang in 2:04.33.
Dunn won the 50-free in 22.29, fol-
lowed by Blue Devils Lorentzen in
22.37 and Boyle in 23.34, giving the

Raiders a 38-24 lead at the break.
Mike Napolitano led a Raider

sweep in the 100-butterfly, touching
in 53.86, followed by Mike Rizzo at
56.47 and Keith Monteiro in 56.95.
Dunn came back with another vic-
tory in the 100-free with a time of
48.96. Dan Napolitano took second
at 49.03 and Lorentzen placed third
at 49.56. Mike Napolitano won the
500-freestyle in 4:57.74. Gajdzisz
touched second at 5:00.05 and Haley
took third at 5:02.85.

Baliko, Gajszisz, Dan Napolitano
and Dunn won the 200-free relay in
1:30.71, and teammates Ryan
Henkels, Austin Engelhardt, Jason
Schaub and Rizzo touched third at
1:35.65. Blue Devils Boyle, Zhang,
Daniel and Lorentzen placed second
in 1:33.33.

Pesin took top honors in the 100-
backstroke in 55.12, while Blue Dev-
ils Shin at 55.38 and Haley at 57.0
took 2-3, respectively. Baliko added
another victory in the 100-breast-
stroke with a time of 1:01.24. Blue
Devils Lessner at 1:05.3 and Bond at
1:05.79 touched 2-3, respectively.
Dan Napolitano, Gajdzisz, Pesin and
Mike Napolitano touched first in the
400-free relay at 3:23.23, and team-
mates Monteiro, Jeff Peart, Matt
Debiasse and Pesin placed third at

CLINE SETS TONE, SKIBITSKY ADDS EXCLAMATION

Blue Devil Matmen Set Tone,
Rout Rahway Indians, 49-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No circling of the wagons was nec-
essary after the results of the first
three bouts, which enabled the
Westfield High School wrestling team
to set the tone en route to a 49-18 rout
of the invading Rahway Indians in
Westfield on December 23.

With the match beginning in the
bulk of the Indians’ strength (189,
215 and heavyweight), the 2-0 Blue
Devils had to minimize their possible
losses in order to keep the team score
close heading into the lower weight
classes. And they did in a big way!

Blue Devil Kieran Cline had a rock-
and-tumble bout at 189 lbs. with Hanif
Denny, but he recorded a reversal and
a three-point Turk nearfall in the third
period to seize a 12-8 victory. At 215,

Blue Devil Luke Gibbons faced
Urayoan Garcia, a state qualifier last
year, and held his own in an 8-3
defeat. Heavyweight Kyle Kania
battled Indian Laziek Jones, who
placed fourth in the region last year.
Jones hung on to claim a 3-2 deci-
sion, which gave Rahway only a 6-3
lead into the strength of the Blue
Devils’ lineup.

“We were down, 6-3, after the first
three. That could easily have been
18-0,” Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz said. “Those three guys wrestled
tough. I thought Kania put himself in
a position to win. If he were a little bit
more aggressive down in the last few
seconds, he could have stolen a win
from that kid. Gibbons wrestled a
smart match. Those three kids set the
tone right away. I felt very comfort-

able being down by three coming
back around to 103.”

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis received
a forfeit at 103, then Nick Velez used
a head-and-arm takedown and pinned
Indian Eric Melendez in 1:08 with a
half nelson at 112. The Indians won by
fall at 119 to make the score, 15-12
Westfield, but Blue Devils Pat Currie
received a forfeit at 125, and Keith
Peterson racked up a pair of reversals
and three nearfalls to defeat Christian
Chavez, 12-6, at 130 lbs.

Rahway’s Justin Becker caught
Nick Rotundo’s hanging head to pull-
out a fall at 135, then Blue Devil Ellis
Opoku demonstrated his heart and
endurance to control Franco Mejias
the entire third period to earn a 3-2
victory at 140.

J. CRONIN WINS 200-F, 100-F; ON 2 WINNING RELAYS

Blue Devil Girls Overwhelm
Raider Swim Girls, 120-50

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strength across the board, includ-
ing giant contributions from a very
talented freshman class allowed the 5-
0 Westfield High School girls swim
team to cruise to a 120-50 victory over
3-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Wallace
Pool in Westfield on December 22.

Blue Devil girls were on the top of
the list in nine of the 11 events, which
included winning all three, relay
events. They also placed second in
six events and third in eight events to
display their mighty depth.

“Our girls are tough. Every time
they get into the pool, they have a
bulldog mentality. They want to swim
their best every time they get in.
Whomever I put in, I know I am
going to get their best. We have depth
throughout the lineup for the fresh-
men, sophomores, juniors and se-
niors,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jeff
Knight said.

Freshman Sarah Cronin certainly
made her contribution. First, she
seized top honors in the 200-yard
freestyle with a time of 1:59.47, fol-
lowed by teammate Becky
DeLaFuente at 2:00.96 and Raider

Caitlyn English at 2:06.49. Next, she
touched first in the 100-freestyle with
a time of 54.15, followed by Raider
Ana Bogdanovski at 54.55 and Blue
Devil Meg Kaveney at 57.99.

Two events later, Cronin teamed
with Catherine Kerr, Caroline
Baldwin and Kaveney to win the 200-
free relay in 1:44.94. Blue Devils
Lauren Schmeider, Rachel Fen,
Courtney Han and Michaela
Cavanaugh took third at 1:50.01.
Raiders Jodie Thompson, Maggie
O’Brien, Jillian Leahy and
Bogdanovski touched second with a
time of 1:48.48. Cronin was involved
in her fourth win when she teamed
with Baldwin, Loren Ball and
Reinhardt in the 400-free relay to
touch in 3:55.49. Blue Devils Jess
Cronin, Kyla Garguilo, Ally Rose
and Kylie Bangs took second at
4:04.54. Raiders English, O’Brien,
Brenda Ho and Caroline Lesce placed
third at 4:16.09.

Blue Devils Anna Fetter, Kaveney,
DeLaFuente and Baldwin won the
opening event, the 200-medley relay,
with a time of 1:53.32. Raiders En-
glish, Thompson, Bogdanovski and
Lesce placed second at 1:56.07, and

Blue Devils Jess Cronin, Becky
Zhang, Erika Daniel and Ball took
third at 1:58.23.

Fetter touched first in the 200-indi-
vidual medley with a time of 2:16.28,
followed by Raider Thompson at
2:19.79 and Blue Devil Daniel at
2:20.53. Raider Bogdanovski touched
first in the 50-free at 25.13, followed
by Baldwin at 25.35 and Ball at 25.99.
DeLaFuente at 1:00.78 and Fetter at
1:02.56 touched 1-2 in the 100-but-
terfly. Raider Leahy placed third at
1:08.07. Reinhardt led a Blue Devil
sweep in the 500-free with a time of
5:37.49, followed by Ball at 5:48.32
and Jess Cronin at 5:49.98. Bangs
won the 100-backstroke in 1:03.07,
followed by Raider English in 1:05.27
and Blue Devil Rose in 1:05.73.
Raider Thompson took top honors in
the 100-breaststroke in 1:10.5, fol-
lowed by Blue Devils Zhang at 1:14.9
and Krista Huber at 1:17.85.

“We have girls like Audrey Bangs,
Caroline Baldwin. Sarah Cronin is a
phenomenal swimmer, but we are a
team, so it’s a good collection of
everybody’s strength. They make us a
pretty formidable foe for anybody we
are going to see,” Coach Knight said.

PETERSON SCORES 14, GRABS 12; MILLER SCORES 8

Lady Raiders Control Boards,
Top Blue Devil Cagers, 41-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dominance inside garnished with
some timely 3-point shooting set the
stage for the 2-1 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls basketball team to
harvest a 41-28 victory over Westfield
in Scotch Plains on December 23.

The ability of senior point guard
Evie Klotz and sophomore Taylor
Sebolao to hit from the outside opened
the door for them to get the ball into
senior forward Aysia Peterson, who
finished with a game-high 14 points.
Klotz, who hit a pair of 3-pointers and
finished with 12 points, had four as-
sists and a pair of steals. Sebolao (seven
points) also hit a pair of three-point-
ers, and added three assists. Sopho-
more Renee Oliver and freshman Katie
Harper each had four points.

“We were shooting from the out-
side a lot at the beginning of the first
half then we started tracking Renee
more and Aysia. I always look to see
who is open,” Klotz explained.

“It worked quite well. Like coach
said, we have become a shooting team
and an inside team. We have some big
people down low, and if you can get
us the ball, we will do what we have

to do with it,” said Peterson, who also
had three assists and was 4-for-4 from
the charity line.

The 0-2 Blue Devils were having
difficulties finding the mark. Senior
point guard Danielle Miller led the
team with eight points, including a 3-
pointer, and added two steals and an
assist. Junior forward Sophia DeVita
finished with seven points, including
a 3-pointer, and forward Elli Callinan
had six points, all in the fourth quar-
ter. Amanda Marcatullio had four
points, two assists and a steal, Carolyn
Maguire had two points and Char-
lotte Lorentzen added a point and an
assist.

“We are not hitting our shots. We
do have the hustle, but when we get
our shots, we got to make them. When
we are not hitting our shots, it’s going
to be difficult for us,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino said. “We
just got to keep punching away.”

Peterson’s inside presence enabled
her to amass 12 rebounds, while
Sebolao had seven rebounds, Klotz
added five and Oliver grabbed four.
Martina Landeka (steal) and
Marcatullio led the Blue Devils in
rebounding with five each. Miller

pulled four and Lorentzen grabbed
two.

“It’s picked up amazingly from
last season,” Peterson said of the
Raiders’ rebounding. “This season,
it’s like our main thing. Our guards
are boxing out. Point guard, shooting
guard, forwards, center! Everybody
is boxing out. Last year was our re-
building year. This year is our year to
shine.”

Both teams exercised offensive
shyness in the first quarter as the
Raiders clung to a 5-4 lead, but the
floodgates burst open in the second
quarter. Highlighted by Klotz and
Harper each hitting a 3-pointer and
Peterson penetrating inside to roll in
three lay-ups and add a pair of free
throws, the Raider won the quarter,
20-9, to take a 25-13 lead at the half.
Miller and DeVita each hit a 3-pointer
in the quarter.

Peterson sank six more points and
Klotz banged a 3-pointer, while
DeVita and Miller each hit for two
points as the Raiders stretched their
lead to 34-17 entering the final quar-
ter.
Westfield   4   9   4 11 28
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   5 20   9   7 41

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING GOOD CARE OF THE BALL…Raider senior forward Aysia Peterson, left, keeps the ball away from Blue Devil
junior guard Amanda Marcatullio, No. 22, in Scotch Plains on December 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FLYING AWAY TO VICTORY…Raider Mike Napolitano won the 100-yard butterfly in 53.86 and the 500-freestyle in
4:57.74 against the Blue Devils on December 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDING THE EXCLAMATION POINT…Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky, top, added an exclamation point by defeating Danny
Walsh, 11-3, at 145 lbs. Westfield defeated Rahway, 49-18.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISPLAYING HER “INDIVIDUAL” TALENT…Blue Devil Anna Fetter touched first in the 200-individual medley against
the Raiders with a time of 2:16.28.

Best Wishes to All
For a Happy New Year!


