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VOLUNTEER SPIRIT…Volunteers from Congregation Beth Israel (CBI) in
Scotch Plains helped build a home in Plainfield for Habitat for Humanity on
November 14. While Habitat for Humanity volunteers normally work on Wednes-
days, Fridays and Saturdays, a Habitat supervisor came in on a Sunday to
accommodate the Jewish Sabbath observance, which prohibits work on Friday
evenings and Saturdays. CBI volunteers, pictured at the back of the house, are:
From left, bottom row, Joy Weinstock, Michael Weinstock, Max Mahler, Steve
Greenspan and Wendy Greenspan; third step, Judy Cohn; fourth step, Avia
Shadmi and Beth Shadmi, and last row, Michele Rickles, Pamela Brownstein and
Jenn Mahler. Not pictured is Rachel Rickles.

– Obituaries –

SAR Reveals Meeting Date;
Highlights Historic Tour

WESTFIELD – The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) will hold its next
chapter meeting on Friday, January
14, at 8 p.m. in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

On November 6, the chapter spon-
sored a free War of Independence

Historical Bus Tour of the local
area. Guests learned the historical
significance of each of the five sites
visited, as well as the events for
which these locations gained fame.

The Friends of the Abraham
Staats House in South Bound Brook
gave a musket demonstration and
highlighted the life of the patriot
farmer who once lived there. At the
“Eagle’s Nest” museum in Bound
Brook, host and Associated SAR
member Herb Petullo presented the
tour, which included views toward
New Brunswick from the first
Watchung Mountain from the of-
ficers’ quarters at the Middlebrook
Encampment.

Following was the Osborn Can-
nonball House in Scotch Plains,
where the events of the Battle of
Short Hills/Ash Swamp were re-
called.

The afternoon discussions in-
cluded the history of the American
Flag by event organizer and West
Fields SAR Vice-President Ira Jer-
sey of Berkeley Heights, and the
events surrounding the last major
engagements in the north in 1780 at
the battles of Connecticut Farms
(now Union) and Springfield. The
two underappreciated battles in-
cluded as many troops as Saratoga,
as the British invaded New Jersey
from Staten Island.

The Caldwell Parsonage in Union
and the Springfield Cannonball
House also were visited, where the
group learned lessons about Colo-
nial life, as well as the battles.

The West Fields SAR chapter has
announced that it is planning to
host additional low- or no-cost trips
in the future.

POLICE BLOTTER

Optimist-Rotary Clubs
Provide Food Baskets
WESTFIELD – Members of the

Optimist Club of Westfield and the
Rotary Club of Westfield again dem-
onstrated their shared commitment
to community service this year, by
providing a record number of holi-
day food baskets to 93 Westfield
families and individuals.

For 21 years, this has been an
annual community service project
for the Optimist Club of Westfield.
Funding for this program comes
from the Optimist Club, Rotary
Club of Westfield, anonymous do-
nors and individual Optimist and
Rotarians who sponsor baskets.

The generosity of both organiza-
tions in providing funding, the per-
sonal financial contributions from
members, the efforts of the Union
County Division of Human Services
to connect with individuals and
families, the support from King’s
in assembling food boxes and poin-
settias, the donations of candy from
Brummer’s Chocolates and cook-
ies from Delicious Orchards, the
donations of children’s books and
gifts from many individuals, and
the time and involvement of the 60
volunteers from both organizations
all have contributed to this endeavor.
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YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS REALLY COUNT…Matt Spies works with Cindy
Kratsch, a therapist at The Arc Kohler School, on developing independence and
life skills while participating in the Saturday recreation program. Funds provided
by the Westfield United Fund (WUF) to The Arc and 17 other member agencies
make a difference in the lives of local residents every day. The WUF currently is
conducting its annual fund-raising campaign. For further information or to
contribute, visit westfieldunitedfund.org.

Irma O. Kohler, 69
Irma O. Kohler, 69, of Frederick,

Md. died on Wednesday, December
22, 2010, at Kline Hospice House in
Mount Airy, Md. She was the wife of
Marcel F. Kohler.

Born on May 14, 1941 in Switzer-
land, she was the daughter of the late
Alois and Ottilie Stucki Schnneider.

In addition to her husband, she is
survived by three children, Roger
Kohler and his life partner, Bill
Rojas, of California, Isabelle Kohler
of Virginia and Bettina Borjes and
her husband, Rick, residing in Ger-
many; one sister, Veronika Gemperle
of Switzerland, and two grandchil-
dren, Ryan and Sabina Borjes.

A time of remembrance for Mrs.
Kohler was held yesterday, Wednes-
day, December 29, at the Stauffer
Funeral Home, 1621 Opossumtown
Pike, Frederick, MD 21702. Inter-
ment will be private in Switzerland.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Melanoma Research Foun-
dation (www.melanoma.org), 1411 K
Street NW, Suite 500, Washington,
D.C. 20005, or the Kline Hospice
House (hospiceoffrederick.org/ser-
vices/kline-house), 7000 Kimmel
Road, Mount Airy, MD 21771.

Online condolences may be ex-
pressed to the family at
www.staufferfuneralhome.com.
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Charlotte Jenkinson, 87, Loved Family;
Known For Arts, Scouting and Cooking
Charlotte Marie Jenkinson (née

McFadden) peacefully passed away
at home in Fanwood, N.J. on Sun-
day, December 26, 2010. She was 87
years old.

Charlotte was born in Millburn,
N.J. on October 4, 1923. She was a
graduate of Millburn High School.
Charlotte was a Fanwood resident for
63 years and a communicant of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains,
N.J. She lived a wonderful life sur-
rounded by her family, her faith in
God, love and laughter.

Mrs. Jenkinson dedicated her life
to her beloved husband of 65 years,
the late Edwin Warren Jenkinson; her
children and her treasured grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. Char-
lotte was an inspiration to all who
knew her. She had a loving heart and
a kind word for all.

She loved to cook and bake, and
her recipes will be treasured for years
to come. Additionally, she was an
expert seamstress, enjoyed her gar-
dens and feeding the birds, and loved
to knit, play poker and do crafts of all
kinds. She excelled in the arts and
was an accomplished painter – both
in oils and watercolors.

During World War II, Charlotte was
a volunteer with the Red Cross. In the
1960s, she was employed as a Nurse’s
Aide at Ashbrook Nursing Home in
Scotch Plains. She also was a Girl
Scout Leader and volunteered her time
with the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.

Mrs. Jenkinson was the daughter of
the late Charles Bernard and Charlotte
Splann McFadden. Her sister, Rose,
and her brothers, Bernard, Robert and
Anthony, also predeceased her.

Surviving are her daughters, Claire
Pyecroft and her husband, Robert,
and Karen Feldman and her husband,
Jeffrey; her sons, Edwin Jr., Charles
and his wife, Colleen, and Mark and
his wife, Christine; her 10 grandchil-
dren, Joshua and his wife, Ashleigh;
Victoria and her husband, Brett; Jen-
nifer; Joseph; Gina; Evan; Abigail;
Sydney; Jake and Hunter; her great-

grandchildren, Phineas and Christo-
pher; her sister-in-law, Bernadette
Jenkinson, and many nieces, neph-
ews and friends.

A Funeral Mass will be offered at
9:30 a.m. today, Thursday, Decem-
ber 30, at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church. Burial will follow at Hillside
Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements are by the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in her memory to the Fanwood
Rescue Squad, Treasurer, 123 Watson
Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.
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Beryl S. Tittle, 102, FUMC Congregant;
Enjoyed Piano, Cooking and Gardening
Beryl S. Tittle, 102, of

Bridgewater, N.J., a former long-
time Westfield resident, passed away
peacefully at Arbor Glen Re-
tirement Home on Sunday,
December 26. She was pre-
deceased by her husband of
77 years, John L. Tittle.

Mrs. Tittle was a home-
maker and an active member
of the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield for over
50 years.

She loved playing the pi-
ano, gardening and vacation-
ing at Cape May, and was
skilled in various handicrafts. Addi-
tionally, she was a good cook and was
especially known for her homemade
bread and pies.

Surviving are her four children, John

L. Tittle, Jr. and his wife, Marion Jones
Tittle, of Sunset Beach, N.C., Sally
Ann Philbrick and her husband, James

Philbrick, of Milford, N.H.,
Lois Tittle Griggs and her
husband, Richard Griggs, and
William L. Tittle and his wife,
Sharon Way Tittle, all living
in Westfield. In addition, she
has eight grandchildren and
13 great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will
be held today, Thursday, De-
cember 30, at 11 a.m. at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318

East Broad Street in Westfield, led by
the Reverend Norma Hockenjos.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the First United Method-
ist Church of Westfield.
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HELPING NEEDY FAMILIES…Members of the Optimist Club and Rotary
Club of Westfield gather to deliver holiday food baskets to 93 Westfield families
and individuals.

Joseph A. Dorné, 92, Air Force Veteran;
Was Director of Operations For Exxon
Joseph A. Dorné, 92, passed away

on Thursday, December 23, 2010.
Mr. Dorné was Director of Opera-

tions for Exxon Co. in
Linden and later
Florham Park. He
worked there for 47
years before retiring. He
was an Eagle Scout and
graduated from the
Newark School of En-
gineering.

An Air Force veteran
of World War II, he was
a B-24 Liberator Pilot
and flew over 35 mis-
sions for the 15th Army
Air Corps with the
456th Bomber Group. After the war,
he remained in the Air National
Guard, retiring as a captain. He was a
member of American Legion Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3 of Westfield.

Mr. Dorné also was past president
of the Exxon Annuitants Club. He
was a baseball coach in Westfield for
many years and also was active with

Mobile Meals in Westfield.
Mr. Dorné is survived by his wife,

Marie C. (McCormick) Dorné, with
whom he would have cel-
ebrated 70 years of mar-
riage in 2011. He also is
survived by his two
daughters, Pamela Dorné
Venckus and Karen
Dorné; two sons, Mark
Dorné and Michael
Dorné; nine grandchil-
dren and 10 great-grand-
children.

A funeral service was
held on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 28, at the Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Fu-

neral Home, 582 Springfield Avenue
in Westfield. Entombment followed
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Lymphoma Re-
search Foundation, 115 Broadway,
13th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10006.

December 30, 2010

Joseph A. Dorné

AARP Chapter Slates
Meeting For Monday
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) will meet on Monday,
January 3, at 1 p.m. The meeting
will take place at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at the inter-
section of Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

The program for this first meet-
ing of calendar year 2011 will
feature Dave Mollen, the lead vol-
unteer spokesperson for health-
care reform for AARP in New Jer-
sey. Mr. Mollen has trained AARP
members of the New Jersey Speak-
ers Bureau on how to present the
new health-care reform legisla-
tion. He is a Rutgers graduate and
a member of Phi Beta Kappa.

Chapter members are asked to con-
tinue bringing non-perishable food
items for donation to the Westfield
Food Pantry. The chapter also is
collecting metal pull-tabs for veter-
ans, as well as used jewelry items for
bingo prizes for patients at Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union
County in Berkeley Heights.

The chapter’s membership drive
is ongoing. Membership costs $5
per year, and new members are
always welcome.

Needle Nite Program
To Focus on Bags

FANWOOD – Bags for wheel-
chairs and walkers will be the focus
of the Friday, January 7 Needle Nite
program. The program will begin at
7:30 p.m. in the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church’s Westminster Hall, lo-
cated on Marian Avenue in Fanwood.

There is a continuing need for these
items at local nursing homes and
hospitals. “Community people inter-
ested in this one-time project are
welcome to join us that evening,”
said Cena Pollitt, leader for the
evening. Material, cutting and sew-
ing help will be provided.

The knit and crochet circle of women
will continue working on the various
projects they make for newborns, area
nursing homes and those needing the
extra care of a prayer shawl.

Donated materials used end up in
many forms benefiting the charities
that receive them. The Needle Nite
participants can then use their newly
learned skills at home.

For further information about these
projects, or for directions to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, con-
tact the church office at (908) 889-
8891 or fanwoodpress@erols.com.

Westfield
Tuesday, December 21, a resident of

the 600 block of the Boulevard reported
that his motor vehicle was the target of
criminal mischief. A second resident of
the same block reported his vehicle also
was vandalized.

Wednesday, December 22, Gabriel
Marquez, 24, of East Orange turned him-
self in at police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield warrant.

Wednesday, December 22, a resident
of the 1400 block of Boynton Avenue
reported that, sometime between the hours
of 3:30 and 8:15 p.m., someone entered
his residence and, once inside, removed a
Gucci bamboo handbag, a Gucci tote bag
and a Gucci wallet, valued at approxi-
mately $2,500.

Wednesday, December 22, a resident
of the 100 block of Hardwick Avenue
reported that, sometime between the hours
of 8:30 a.m. and 9:30 p.m., someone
entered his residence and, once inside,
removed a jar containing approximately
$100 worth of loose change, as well as
numerous pieces of jewelry and a watch,
the values of which are undetermined at
this time. According to police, the sus-
pect left through a rear sliding glass door.

Wednesday, December 22, a resident
of the 100 block of Boynton Avenue
reported that someone attempted to gain
entrance to his residence by prying open
a window. According to police, entry was
not gained.

Thursday, December 23, a store on the
200 block of East Broad Street reported
the theft of approximately $45 worth of
merchandise. There are no suspects at
this time.

Thursday, December 23, a resident of
the 700 block of Harding Street reported
that he was involved in an argument with
an individual and then was assaulted by
that individual.

Thursday, December 23, a resident of
the 1000 block of Prospect Street re-
ported that someone opened a credit card
using her identity and then made $1,361
in unauthorized purchases.

Friday, December 24, Kiersten Schiller,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop on
Central Avenue. Anna Ridings, 18, of
Cranford, a passenger in the vehicle, was
arrested on a charge of possession of drug
paraphernalia. Both women were trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Friday, December 24, Vanessa Bar-
rios, 30, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant in the
amount of $106 after a motor vehicle stop
on Central Avenue. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, December 24, Richard Ruhl,
20, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
following a motor vehicle accident on
Cumberland Avenue. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Friday, December 24, a resident of the
100 block of Prospect Street reported that
she had ordered approximately $300
worth of prescription medications from
an Internet site and never received it.
According to police, the Internet site con-
firmed with the delivery service that the
box was delivered.

Friday, December 24, someone van-
dalized a bathroom building in Tamaques
Park in an act of criminal mischief by
defacing it with graffiti.

Friday, December 24, a storage trailer
at Edison Intermediate School was van-
dalized in an act of criminal mischief.
Someone wrote graffiti on the trailer.

Sunday, December 26, Nelson Lozado-
Lojano, 26, of Newark was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
accident involving only his vehicle at the
corner of Prospect Street and Dudley
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and turned over
to a responsible party.

Tuesday, December 28, a resident of the
1500 block of Lamberts Mill Road reported
the theft of a snow blower from his shed.
According to police, the lock was broken
off the shed and entrance was gained.

Fanwood
Tuesday, December 21, Andre

Littlejohn, 41, of Roselle was arrested on
an outstanding Absecon warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on the 200 block of
South Avenue. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and released.

Thursday, December 23, one of the
statues from the nativity scene at the north-
side train station was reported stolen some-
time between Tuesday, December 21, af-
ter midnight and Thursday at 3 p.m. The
value of the statue is approximately $50.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 20, a patron at a

Route 22 restaurant reported that, while
he was having dinner, someone entered
his vehicle while it was parked in the
parking lot. The suspect smashed the side
window and removed a GPS valued at
$250.

Tuesday, December 21, a resident of
Oak Hill Road reported that, sometime
overnight, someone drove on his lawn,
causing damage.

Tuesday, December 21, a resident of
Willow Avenue reported that someone
made several hundred dollars worth of
purchases on her credit card without her
authorization.

Tuesday, December 21, Jose Montiel,
34, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle accident
on Route 22. According to police, while
the officer was speaking with Montiel, he
detected the strong odor of alcohol.
Montiel failed multiple field sobriety tests
at the scene and was placed under arrest,
transported to headquarters, processed
and released, police said.

Wednesday, December 22, a resident of
Jerusalem Road reported being the victim
of harassment after someone repeatedly
called her residence and then hung up.

Friday, December 24, Heather
Viebrock, 21, of Millington was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice
after an officer responded to a distur-
bance. According to police, the officer
observed Viebrock in an argument and
asked her to leave the area and she re-
fused. She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Saturday, December 25, John
Checchio, 53, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with resisting arrest
after an officer responded to Acacia Road
on a report of Checchio screaming and
yelling. According to police, after the
officer arrived at the scene, Checchio
fought with the officer and spit on him.
He was placed under arrest, transported
to police headquarters, processed and
transported to the Union County jail for
failure to post bail set at $13,000.

Sunday, December 26, Diego Bonilla-
Mena, 19, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop, at which time the
officer smelled the odor of alcohol. He
was placed under arrest after failing mul-
tiple field sobriety tests at the scene,
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, December 26, a resident of
Princeton Avenue reported that someone
removed approximately $400 from his
bank account without his authorization.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 21, James J.

Krawczyk, 43, of Woodbridge was picked
up at the Middlesex County jail on an
outstanding Mountainside warrant.

Tuesday, December 21, an 18-year-old
Westfield resident was issued a summons
for underage purchase of a tobacco prod-
uct after an officer noticed him leaving the
Mountain Avenue convenience store with
the product. According to police, a subse-
quent investigation revealed that the indi-
vidual had purchased the product using
false identification. The officer confis-
cated the fake ID and instructed the sus-
pect to return the product to the store.

Thursday, December 23, an officer
responded to a report of a brush fire in the
front yard of a residence on the 400 block
of Summit Road. Authorities believe a
cigarette thrown from a passing motor
vehicle started the fire. The Summit,
Springfield and Mountainside fire de-
partments responded and were able to put
out the fire. The Union County Road
Department responded and salted the road
to prevent ice from forming. No damage
to the property was reported, police said.

Friday, December 24, Stacy M. Seigel,
22, of Berkeley Heights was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana after an
officer responded to a dispute at a resi-
dence on Oak Tree Road. According to
police, Seigel was involved in an alterca-
tion with another individual who was
refusing to let her call for a ride, and the
individual called police when Seigel be-
gan throwing things and screaming. When
an officer arrived at the scene, he felt it
was in Seigel’s best interest to leave the
scene with him because the argument
was escalating. Prior to her entering the
squad car, the officer patted down her
person and a search of her bag uncovered
the suspected marijuana, police said. She
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, December 24, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that while she
was running errands for approximately
one-and-a-half hours in the afternoon,
someone entered her residence through a
dining room window, which was con-
cealed by a bush. Once inside, the suspect
removed a large amount of jewelry from
the master bedroom. According to police,
a large electric screwdriver was found on
the ground outside the window.


