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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zaddick – In Judaism, a righteous

and just man
2. Cheongsam – Chinese high-necked,

closefitting dress with the skirt part way
up the sides

3. Abdal – A Mohammedan fanatic
4. Pomology – The art or science of

raising fruit

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MACROGNATHIC
1. Having a very large cranium, with

reference to body size
2. Sharpness of the tongue, as with

lizards and snakes
3. Having very long jaws
4. Overly boisterous; very loud

HIPPIATRY
1. The practice of treating the diseases

of horses
2. A stable for horses and animals
3. The study of medicine
4. The practice of treating bone disor-

ders
DAUW

1. To starve or die of hunger
2. A miser
3. A South Aftican Zebra
4.  A maggot

TEEST
1. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
2. A scam or a hoax
3. Charred wick of a candle
4. A small anvil

Mountainside Meeting Report
Concerns Westfield Resident

Is $32 Parking Fine Too High
For The Violation in Westfield?

Garrett Is Correct
On Constitution and

Future Bills
Our federal government’s only legiti-

mate powers are those delegated to it by
the people, through the U.S. Constitu-
tion. Unfortunately, Washington D.C.
frequently asserts powers to which it has
absolutely no proper claim. As such, I
applaud U.S. Congressman Scott Garrett
– from New Jersey’s 5th congressional
district – for introducing a House rule
resolution that would require every bill to
identify the specific provision of the Con-
stitution that gives Congress the power to
do what each bill says.

Mark Kalinowski
Clifton

Waste Haulers Are Concerned
About Rising County Trash Fees

Master Gardeners Thank Cranford
Boy Scout Troop 80 for Assistance

Scotch Plains Resident Pleads for
Governor’s Help With School Taxes

County Watchdog
Presses for MusicFest

Cash Accounting
At the last  freeholder meeting, resolu-

tions appropriating funds for the 2011
Musicfest were adopted unanimously by
all nine freeholders present. What I’d like
the public to focus on is the fact that also
present was the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, as every department
has a representative at meetings.

The prosecutor’s office was present
every time a citizen spoke about not be-
ing able to ascertain the true costs of
Musicfest, not only in 2010 but prior
years as well. Yet year after year, the
costs off Musicfest rise, and year after
year the county refuses to give an accu-
rate accounting of how these public funds
are spent, and who is receiving them.

In 2010, the Union County Watchdog
Association formed a MusicFest citizen’s
review committee, which found an esti-
mated $250,000 in cash, collected for
parking and a beer garden wasn’t ac-
counted for. Yet, 2011 MusicFest is offi-
cially under works despite repeated calls
for explanations at freeholder meetings
with the county prosecutor’s office
present.

Could you personally, or your busi-
ness, get away with that?

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Association

It is with great concern that I write to
The Westfield Leader regarding the ar-
ticle printed in the December 9th edition.
The article quoted statements made by
Mr. and Mrs. Esposito to the Borough of
Mountainside at the last council meeting.
Although the Esposito’s are entitled to
their opinion, I feel that their comments
should have been verified by The Leader
before being placed in print on the front
page of your paper.

Mrs. Davis and I have been residents of
Westfield for over 50 years and I have
had my business in Westfield for over 41
years. Our reputation and integrity is
important to us. Our three children all
graduated from the Westfield School sys-
tem. As empty nesters, we wanted to stay
in the area. We purchased the Runyon
Lane property and had plans to build a
home for our use in Mountainside, but
our plans changed and we decided to sell
the Runyon Lane property.

The property was listed with a large
Westfield realtor as a Mountainside par-
cel and was sold as such. The listing and
selling realtors were aware of the

Mountainside address. At the closing our
attorney and the attorney for the buyer
handled the transaction as a Mountainside
parcel and a tax adjustment was also
made to Mountainside.

Mountainside was very clear to all that
the street could not be disturbed for a
period of five years. With that in mind,
we had the gas company conduct a pres-
sure test to verify that there was a suffi-
cient supply of gas for heating the home
we were going to build. (This is on record
with the gas company).

In view of all of the facts, we are
requesting a retraction and suggest that
your reporters check the facts before plac-
ing them in print.

Anthony Davis
Westfield

*****
Editor’s Note: The article in question

is an accurate report of what happened at
the Mountainside council meeting. The
writer’s name of the above letter was not
mentioned at the meeting nor reported in
the article.

Editor’s Note: This was sent to the
Westfield Parking Department and cop-
ied to the newspaper.

*****
I am writing this letter to protest the

severity of parking fines in the Town of
Westfield. Last Wednesday, December
15th 2010, I parked my vehicle in space
38 in Lot 5 and underpaid the meter by
25¢ (30 minutes worth of time) and upon
returning to my vehicle, 20 minutes after
the meter expired, I had a ticket on the
windshield for overtime parking — a $32
fine.

I want to be clear: I am not disputing
this ticket. I should have made sure I
returned to the car before the time ran out,
and I will submit a payment by the date
specified on the ticket. All I ask is that the
Town of Westfield from now on starts
factoring in how long a car has been
sitting in a certain space in order to deter-
mine the appropriate penalty. Clearly,
most people would agree that a $32 pen-
alty for failing to pay 25¢ is not appropri-
ate — that penalty is a 12,800 percent
increase from the cost of the half-hour!

I understand the idea behind metered

parking, and I agree that $32 may be a fair
penalty for longer amounts of time, but
$32 for 25¢ is absolutely absurd. Let’s
say a person was making $7.50 an hour:
that fine is 4¼ hours of work for that
person. 4¼ hours of life down the drain
for failing to pay 25¢! I hate to say this,
but that’s draconian.

The sad reality is that we’re in a reces-
sion right now. People in the private and
public sectors are being laid off, forced to
take pay cuts, denied pensions and ben-
efits. The Town of Westfield should have
some compassion and reflect this by re-
forming the way they levy parking fines.
In this economic climate, a person may
decide not to risk overfilling the meter
and wasting 25¢ they could put towards
something else, only to come back later
and found that they now have to pay $32.

I’m sure I’m not alone in feeling that
Westfield’s parking penalties are unfair,
and I copied this to The Westfield Leader
in hopes that others who feel as I do will
read it and make their opinions heard.

Tom Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: This letter was pro-
vided to the newspaper by concerned
waste haulers in the region.

*****
Notice To All Union County Non-

Contract Municipalities, Solid Waste
Collectors And Haulers And Other Solid
Waste Facilities Regarding 2011 Tipping
Fees For Solid Waste Disposal Of All
Non – Contract Type 10 Waste Gener-
ated In The County Of Union And Dis-
posed Of At The Union County Resource
Recovery Facility, Rahway, NJ.

Pursuant to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection’s
(NJDEP) Certification of the Union
County District Solid Waste Manage-
ment Plan, Dated April 25, 2008 all Solid
Waste Types 10 (municipal including
household, commercial and institutional)
generated within the County of Union,
was directed to the Union County Re-
source Recovery Facility (UCRRF).

Covanta Union is currently in its fourth
year of a five-year publicly-bid contract
awarded for Non-Contract solid waste
disposal services. Under its contract with

the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA), Covanta Union is entitled to a
per ton increment in the tipping fee of an
average of $1.76 per ton of waste. As a
result, effective January 1, 2011 until
December 31, 2011 the aggregate dis-
posal fee for municipalities currently not
under a voluntary disposal contract (re-
ferred to as Non-Contract Waste) with
the UCUA, will be $97.48 per ton of
Solid Waste Type 10 delivered to the
UCRRF.

The New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) has certified
the Union County District Solid Waste
Management Plan and authorizes the
UCUA as the implementing agency re-
sponsible for enforcing waste flow within
Union County. Should you have any ques-
tions relative to this notice, please feel
free to contact the UCUA staff at (732)
382-9400.

Thank you for your anticipated coop-
eration in regards to this matter.

John Kulish, Chairman
Union County Utilities Authority

I have written to you (Governor Chris
Christie) several times before about our
runaway property taxes in Scotch Plains
and you failed to respond. I want to up-
date you on the latest slap in the face by
our elected officials.

As I mentioned before, our school bud-
get was rejected by the voters in April and
turned over to our town council(s). We
share a system with Fanwood. Our town
council cut the budget by only some $46
dollars. Then, the school board argued
back and forth but finally settled on sig-
nificant salary increases for our teachers,
while we are still suffering from loss of
jobs, salary cuts and the like.

In the last couple of weeks, they have
denounced your mandated salary restric-

tions on superintendent salaries and are
thumbing their noses at you. When you
get a chance, you can read about it on this
link: goleader.com/10dec16/03.pdf.

I guess making almost $200K is insuf-
ficient to live on for our superintendent.

Help!
We who are the majority of the taxpay-

ers are being treated like a cash cow, with
no regard to our ability to pay. Granted,
some may not care, but there are many
that feel we are not represented. We ap-
preciate all you have done for us and are
in general agreement with your actions;
however, we need your help.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

The Rutgers Master Gardeners of
Union County thank Cranford Boy Scout
Troop 80 for their assistance in our Dem-
onstration Garden located in the
Watchung Reservation on Saturday, No-
vember 6. Ten Boy Scouts and Scout
Leaders came to the garden and worked
for two hours, adding ten yards of mush-
room compost soil to our Sharing Garden
and Annex beds.

The addition of this rich soil enables us
to produce high quality, nutritious veg-
etables from May through November.
All the vegetable produce from the Shar-
ing Garden is donated to 20 local food
banks and soup kitchens in Union County.

Our Sharing Garden has donated 14,548
lbs. of produce since it began in 2002.
New Jersey Master Gardeners are trained
volunteers who assist Rutgers New Jer-
sey Agricultural Experiment Station
(NJAES) Cooperative Extension in its

mission to deliver horticulture programs
and information to the general public.

Anyone with an interest in gardening
and a commitment to volunteer service
can become a Master Gardener. No pre-
vious education or training in horticul-
ture is required. For more information,
call Rutgers Cooperative Extension at
(908) 654-9854, or visit mastergardeners-
uc.org.

Joanne Krueger
Scotch Plains

Happy New Year and a great 2011 to
all of our friends and neighbors here and
around the world. Niki Fry Weichert
Realtors, nfrywest@aol.com

Where the Mustang Was Made,
My Wish For The New Year

China’s blackmailing of the world’s economy this
week over its stranglehold on rare earth minerals at
first is despicable and a frightening prospect. The
situation has been building for some time – we’ve
just had our heads in the sand.

It should be clear now to even the dimmest of bulbs
in government that China can’t be trusted, especially
when this nation’s security and way of life are at
stake.

The unfair free pass given to China by our govern-
ments, banks, human rights groups and world busi-
nesses must now come to an end.

America must reopen its mines and rebuild its
industries – and stop buying solar panels from China
too. It’s time to take a stand, suck it up. True, China
holds a bundle of our borrowed paper and will swing
its weight around. So what! Let it happen. We’ll deal
with it.

It’s time to start building back America and build-
ing back New Jersey.

At one time, New Jersey had the world’s premium
research center – Bell Labs. Now it’s owned by the
French and filled with waning administrative offices
hoping for development into condominiums. There
was Exxon Research and Engineering in Florham
Park, a sparkling venue. Now it’s a practice facility
for the NY Jets (I must agree however that the Jets
need the practice).

Remember Worthington Pump and Red Devil
Paint in Union? Enjay Polymer Labs in Linden?
Where was the first Mustang developed and manu-
factured? – right here at the former Edison Ford
plant.

I’m tired of the defensive and “Oh woe is me”
attitude. – Put everyone to work and get them off
unemployment. That’s my wish for the New Year.

Letters to the Editor

Stop Acting Like Children Because Governor Took Away
Your Toys; Everyone Must Play Together

After reading the article “SPF BOE
Defies State Mandate to Reduce School
Super’s Salary” (December 16, The SPF
Times), I felt compelled to add my
thoughts, even though I no longer live in
Scotch Plains. How dare the Board of Ed
play loose and free with other people’s
money when it comes to awarding such
exorbitant salaries!

While I didn’t vote for the man, nor do
I believe in his overall politics, Governor
Christie is right on target in trying to reign
in the over-bloated, self-indulgent sala-
ries floating through all school systems in
New Jersey. Districts – especially Scotch
Plains – have been complaining ad nau-
sea about being held to a 2 percent maxi-
mum cap on budget increases, yet some-
how my taxes seemed to constantly in-
crease 3-5 percent every year, and now I
know why – so many backroom deals
being made with neither public knowl-
edge nor public input.

With all due respect to Dr. Hayes, she
is no better nor worse than the rest of the
superintendents within the state. Do any
of them deserve salaries above the
Governor’s cap – No! If we could be
honest for just a brief moment. Given the
fact that the President of the United States
makes $200,000 per year, do any of us
truly believe that a superintendent’s job
is harder than that of the President’s?

I thought educators on all levels chose
their profession because they wanted to
make a difference in children’s lives. If

money were the overall intent, then per-
haps Wall Street would have been a better
fit; greed is highly acceptable there! I’m
sorry, but if Dr. Hayes finds if difficult to
sustain her current lifestyle on only
$175,000 per year, I’ll gladly trade places!

Come on people, where does greed
end and common sense begin? How do
you justify maintaining Dr. Hayes’ cur-
rent pay scale, while you are cutting
student programs, charging for extra
curricular activities like an a la carte
menu, and then with a straight face tell
the parents you’re doing this because
there’s no more money coming from
Trenton? Really?

Then please explain where you’re get-
ting the money for salary increases. Per-
sonally, I’m insulted that you think we
are that stupid. And, speaking to all the
parents, if you continue to vote down all
future budgets, maybe – just maybe – the
message will be heard loud and clear
that these actions will no longer be toler-
ated. The Board truly needs a reality
check.

Do any of you realize that there are
currently over 200 homes for sale in
Scotch Plains, with new ones being listed
each and ever week. I know. I was one of
them. The taxes in Scotch Plains are
forcing people out – and they forced us
out. The school system – which used to be
a major attraction for young families –
has currently dropped in its rating, mak-
ing it less appealing to settle here. I know

all this because I have been immersed in
the Scotch Plains real estate market for
the better part of a year.

Like so many other families, we fell
victim to the recession. My husband was
laid off from his job in June – jobs were
extremely scarce – and what few jobs
were available were offering salaries
$20,000-$30,000 less than that he was
making. How’s that for a pay cut, Dr.
Hayes!? What quickly became a simple
case of arithmetic, we soon realized that
if we were just getting by with two sala-
ries, there was no way we were going to
make it on one. So, one more home went
up for sale. And we consider ourselves
extremely fortunate, because our home
sold in two months.

The sad irony in all this is if three-
quarters of our $9400 tax bill didn’t go
for schools, we would still be in our
home; we could afford our home, but not
the ever-increasing school budget tax.
While what goes on in Scotch Plains no
longer affects me, I still care about the
friends who live there. It’s time for all
school districts to stop acting like chil-
dren because the Governor has taken
away your “toys” and everyone must
“play” together in a fair and civilized
manner.

If we don’t all sacrifice together, we
most assuredly will all perish together.

Patricia Magalhaes
Richmond, Virginia

Hopes for 2011 include good health,
happiness and prosperity for all; success
for those seeking jobs or love; new hap-
piness for those who have suffered disap-
pointment or a loss of any kind, and peace
on earth.

New Year resolutions are to appreciate
each day, to try not to angst over the small
stuff, to not dwell on mistakes, to be more
patient, to try and eat healthier and exer-
cise more, to keep in touch with friends
more often…and to be ready for Christ-
mas on time next year! – Suzette

Happy New Year
Thoughts

I will no longer waste my time reliev-
ing the past, instead I will spend it worry-
ing about the future.

I will do less laundry and use more
deodorant.

I will avoid taking a bath whenever
possible and conserve more water.

I will give up chocolates totally. 100%.
Completely. Honestly....

I resolve to work with neglected chil-
dren -- my own.

I will stop sending e-mail, ICQ, Instant
Messages and be on the phone at the same
time with the same person.

I will read the manual... just as soon as
I can find it.

I will not tell the same story at every get
together.

I will stop considering other people's
feelings when they so obviously don't
consider mine.

From

newyearfestival.com


