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Wisniewski, DeCroce Trade
Barbs Over Jobless Benefits
TRENTON – The state’s Demo-

cratic Party chairman and head of
one of the largest labor organizations
criticized comments this week attrib-
uted to Assembly Minority (Republi-
can) Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Whippany). Mr. DeCroce, mean-
while, apologized but also was criti-
cal of Democratic leaders for the
state’s high unemployment rate.

New Jersey Democratic State
Committee Chairman John
Wisniewski said he was upset by Mr.
DeCroce’s comments that unem-
ployment “benefits are too good”
along with references to “these
people,” and that these benefits make
unemployed workers not want to
find work.

“Not only has the minority leader
said job creation is not a priority, but
he also apparently thinks that people
are making a decision to stay on
unemployment instead of getting a
job,” Mr. Wisniewski said.

Last week, Mr. DeCroce told The
Wall Street Journal that jobs “were
on the back burner.” Mr. Wisniewski,
a state lawmaker, said New Jersey’s
unemployment rate continues to
hover around 9.2 percent, and work-
ers collecting unemployment insur-
ance are eligible for up to $550 per
week for 26 weeks until they are able
to find employment.

“Unemployed workers can only be
left wondering if the attacks on work-
ers serve as the official jobs plan for
the New Jersey Republicans,” Mr.
Wisniewski said.

Mr. DeCroce issued an apology, say-
ing his remarks “were made to a gath-
ering of business leaders and I wanted
to convey the need to fix a system that
is on the verge of collapse.”

“I wanted to emphasize that there
are individuals who are gaming the
system, contributing to its current
state…I meant no offense to those
who have suffered from the national
economic downturn and, despite their
best efforts, have been unable to find
work,” Mr. DeCroce said. “It is noth-
ing short of hypocritical that the
Democrat Party has offered nothing
but pain to all the people in New
Jersey, both those who have a job and
those who are unemployed. They have
raided the unemployment insurance
fund of over $1.5 billion since 2002
and have offered no substantive solu-
tions that address its looming insol-
vency.”

“If Senate President [Stephen]
Sweeney is truly concerned about dual
public-job holding, he and Speaker
Oliver should call the Legislature in
on [December 20] to enact a dual-
office holding ban. My caucus will
provide the votes to pass that bill im-
mediately if Sweeney, Oliver and
Majority Leader [Joseph] Cryan would
shed one of their many public jobs.”

New Jersey State AFL-CIO Presi-
dent Charles Wowkanech said Mr.
DeCroce’s previous comments are
“not only off-base, but shows that he
is failing to see the bigger picture.
His statements ignore the real drivers
of unemployment and threaten one
of the only lifelines for unemployed
workers during one of the toughest
times in our state’s history.”

Meanwhile, Governor Chris
Christie chimed in, likening the battle
between Speaker Oliver and Mr.
DeCroce as kids in a cafeteria. “Can
we please just stop the food fight
already?” he told reporters at a recent
press conference.

Freeholders Okay $300,000
For MusicFest Contracts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
freeholders last Wednesday approved
some $600,000 in contracts for
county concerts in 2011. Of that
amount, $300,000 was designated
for MusicFest. The board also ap-
proved a $20-million guaranty ordi-
nance to fund the county’s $28.5-
million solar energy program and
welcomed new freeholder Chris
Hudak, who replaces Rick Proctor,
the newly elected mayor of Rahway.

This Is It! Concept and Event Pro-
duction of Hoboken received three
separate contracts for concerts. The
board approved a $290,000 contract
with This Is It! to serve as production
logistics consultant and event man-
agement for MusicFest, $106,300 for
event management at the Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee Series, and
$83,000 “to plan, produce and pro-
mote” the Rhythm & Blues by the
Brook Festival at Cedar Brook Park
in Plainfield.

Also receiving contracts was
Across The River, LLC, of Cranford,
for consulting services for MusicFest,
at a cost of $27,500, and the Union
County Arts Center in Rahway, for
talent procurement services, with a
contract of $100,000.

Tina Renna of the Union County
Watchdog Association requested the
board not take action on the con-
tracts until an accounting could be
done on MusicFest revenues for 2010.
She alleged that $250,000 in rev-
enues has not been accounted for by
the county. Earlier this year, she said
these monies came from fees to park
cars at the event.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood sug-
gested the county create a line item
in its budget “that tells us what this
MusicFest actually costs.” He said
he has heard cost estimates of $1.5 to
$2 million.

The board also approved a guar-
anty binding of $20 million towards
the county’s $28.5-million solar en-
ergy program. The board approved
the ordinance, by a 9-0 vote, to guar-
antee the renewable energy program
lease bonds. The county has con-
tracted with Tioga Energy as its solar
provider.

John Bury of Kenilworth said he
believes the bonds “look like they are
destined to default” if revenue gener-
ated through the sale of Solar Re-
newable Energy Certificates (SREC)
plummet.

If that occurs, Mr. Bury said, “The
taxpayers of Union County will pick
up the $20 million, the utilities will
pick up the other 30 percent, and
that’s the way it will happen.”

He said the county has spent, to
date, over $510,000 in costs for set-
ting up the program, reviewing mu-
nicipal and school buildings to see if
they meet the criteria for solar pan-
els. Mr. Bury said the county last
year budgeted $475,000 to set up the
solar program.

“I don’t know why a county em-
ployee isn’t doing this work,” Mrs.
Renna said.

Bruce Paterson said he found it “to
be highly irregular” that Tioga was
the only company to respond to the
county’s Request for Proposals
(RFPs). “It sounds like you should
have at least gone back out and tried
to get three proposals,” Mr. Paterson
said in requesting that the board not
vote on the ordinance.

“Frankly, the comments you heard
tonight are the same comments
you’ve heard over and over again.
There is nothing that anyone can say
or do here that’s going to convince
the people that have commented (be-
fore the freeholders) that this is an
outstanding project, which I believe
it is and the board believes it is,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution allowing the
Cranford Rod and Gun Club to con-
duct a deer hunt in the Ash Brook
Reservation from January 1 through
February 12 at no cost to the county.

The board also approved the
county’s insurance policies for next
year. Delta Dental was renewed for
the employee dental plan at $182,000,
a 2-percent increase over last year.
Hartford Fire Insurance was given a
$22,683 contract for insuring county
emergency vessels; State National
Insurance Company of Wisconsin
was given a $272,278 equipment
maintenance insurance policy con-
tract, while Standard Insurance Com-
pany received a $128,000 contract
for the county’s long-term and short-
term disability policy.

At the start of the meeting, Sena-
tor Nick Scutari (LD-22, Linden),
a former freeholder, swore in Mr.
Hudak as the newest freeholder. A
former Eagle Scout, Mr. Hudak
previously ran the Division of
Motor Vehicle Services office in
Rahway and was chief of staff to
the late Senator Joseph Suliga. He
also was spokesman for Partner-
ship for a Drug-Free New Jersey
(PDFNJ).

The board’s next meeting will be
the reorganization meeting on Sun-
day, January 9, at noon at the Union
County Courthouse.

Linda Carter will be installed as a
new freeholder, replacing Rayland Van
Blake. Deborah Scanlon will be sworn
in as chairman.

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEDICATED TO RECREATION...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky congratu-
lates Jonathan Jones, right, for his 25 years on the recreation commission. The
mayor also is joined at the microphone by Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann
and Deputy Recreation Director Dolores MacKay.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Debbie Hoffman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOUNTAINSIDE IS TRANQUIL...Monday morning is tranquil in Mountainside
after the Sunday night blizzard.

Tom Sloan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WESTFIELD DILEMMA...A plowing truck is stuck on Plainview Avenue in
Westfield as it tries to tackle the two feet of snow. It later was rescued.

Heidi Hylan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STORM PREPARATION...Westfield residents crowd the Stop and Shop super-
market Sunday in preparation for the forewarned snowstorm.

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM Joe

knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

Mayors Thank Leaders For
Passing Arbitration Reform
TRENTON — The New Jersey

Conference of Mayors (NJCM) has
applauded Governor Chris Christie,
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(LD-3, West Deptford) and Assem-
bly Speaker Sheila Oliver (LD-34,
East Orange) for implementing re-
form of interest arbitration in the
settlement of union contracts.

NJCM President and Neptune City
Mayor Thomas Arnone stated, “We
congratulate the Governor, Senate
President and Speaker to implement
what is an essential initiative for
mayors to manage budgets. The
NJCM now looks forward to work-
ing with the administration and Leg-
islature on other measures to help
manage our finances.”

NJCM First Vice-President and
Mayor of Lambertville, David
DelVecchio, reiterated these sen-
timents. “This initiative, along
with other reform measures, is
necessary in these tough eco-
nomic times to help municipali-
ties in operating within the mu-
nicipal tax levy cap. The leader-
ship of the NJCM will continue
the dialogue with the Governor,
Senate President and Speaker to
identify other measures that can
help keep budgets down.”

Mayor Arnone and Mayor
DelVecchio reinforced the commit-
ment of the NJCM and its members
to work and support other reforms in
the toolkit that will keep taxes low
for New Jersey residents.

Meanwhile, Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(LD-21, Westfield), said, “The his-
toric arbitration reform enacted by
the Legislature earlier this month
should not overshadow the fact that
local governments still lack many of
the tools necessary to rein in property
taxes.

 “We owe it to every taxpayer in this
state to give local officials all of the cost-
cutting tools the Senate President him-
self acknowledged were necessary just
this past summer. Most importantly, we
owe it to our children to improve
affordability and access to post-second-
ary educational opportunities at our state
colleges and universities.”

St. Pat’s Committee
Host Bartenders Event

AREA — The Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee will
host its annual Celebrity Bartenders
fundraiser on Sunday, January 16,
from 2 to 7 p.m. at the Kenilworth
Veterans Center, located at 33 South
21st Street in Kenilworth.

Admission will be $5 per person
and will include coffee, tea, cake, hot
dogs and entertainment. The event
will benefit the 2011 Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which will
begin at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 12,
on Morris Avenue in Union.

For tickets, call Kevin Dowling at
(732) 594-1763 or Kathy Noonan-
Rotando at (908) 352-1477. Tick-
ets also will be available at the door.
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Our financial representatives can help 
you get some of the most important 
things in life in order. Things like 
education and retirement funding. Call 
for a free, no obligation personal needs 
analysis, and just imagine how good it 
will feel to get things under control.

Gregory T Simpson 
MBA , MS , CLTC 
Financial Representative
(908) 918 - 4075 
nmfn.com/gregsimpson

Imagine your financial picture this organized.


