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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

C ’ A C i

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE STARTING LINE...A total of 2,600 runners are poised at the starting line for the annual 5K Pizza Run in downtown
Westfield last Wednesday evening, July 21. Several thousand spectators joined in the fun of the event, sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Paul Lachenauer for The scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEAFOOD ANYONE?…Steve, Haley and Stephanie Concannos are dressed as
chefs serving a seafood dish at Sunday’s Halloween Contest on Quimby Street
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corp.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LIFTING A HERO...Firemen lower the casket of fallen Westfield firefighter Jim
Pfeiffer, last Thursday, before a Mass of Christian Burial took place at Saint
James the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Springfield. Mr. Pfeiffer died last
Sunday after falling at his Mountainside home.

Courtesy of Debbie Cerami
LADIES FIRST...The following young ladies attended the Westfield High School
Senior Prom in early June. They are, from left to right, Rosina Wissel, Kate
Brennan, Gab Cerami, Sharon Faktor, Julia Spiridigliozzi, Jordan Harries, Anne
Knisley, Sam Seib, Livi Magnanini, Diana Venezia and Melissa Riegel.

HAPPY NEW YEAR !

Best Wishes for a Prosperous 2011

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
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Wishing Our Customers and Friends the Happiest of Holidays and Prosperity in the New Year. 

Thank You for Making Us Your Preferred Real Estate Company.

Tracy Devine
Regional Vice President 
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JUNE
Westfield

Pat Doyle, president of the
Westfield Instructional Support Staff
Association, representing the para-
professionals of the Westfield school
district, urged the Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) to reinstate the district’s
108 local paraprofessionals, all of
whom received reduction in force
(RIF) notices due to budget cuts. Al-
though the BOE reinstated 29 para-
professionals on May 25, including
Ms. Doyle, she urged the BOE to
“correct this ill-advised error in judg-
ment.”

The Westfield Memorial Library
was honored by the New Jersey Li-
brary Association (NJLA) as winner
of a public relations and marketing
award for the library’s “It’s your Li-
brary make the most of it” campaign.

Tamaques Elementary School par-
ents attended a school board meeting
to urge the BOE to reverse its deci-
sion to terminate third-grade teacher
Matthew Kravetsky.

Claudia Andreski officially retired
after 24 years with the district, most
recently as McKinley Elementary
School principal.

The town council approved the
town’s $39.1-million municipal bud-
get in a 7-1 vote, with Democratic
Councilman David Haas casting the
lone “no” vote. The 2010 municipal
budget represents an increase of $181
on the average assessed home of
$185,100. Mr. Haas expressed disap-
pointment that the town did not take
advantage of the state’s energy audit
program. He also was opposed to the
hiring of part-time attorneys without
competitive bidding.

Former Major League catcher Jeff
Torborg was one of five inductees
into the Westfield Hall of Fame at the
Westfield Historical Society’s annual
dinner.

Scotch Plains
Any possible merger between the

Scotch Plains and Fanwood library
systems was put off until next year, at
the earliest, due to present fiscal con-
straints and more time needed to re-
view any legal documents pertaining
to the operation of a joint system. A
proposal to expand the existing Scotch
Plains Public Library into a $26.5-
million facility for both towns was
canceled.

Incumbent Township Councilmen
Jeff Strauss, a Democrat, and Repub-
lican Dominick Bratti announced they
would run as Independent candidates
for reelection against slates from their

Year In Review: June Through December
respective political parties.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education terminated its $70,000-
per-year contract with Resolve Com-
munity Counseling Center of Scotch
Plains, thus eliminating its programs
at the district’s elementary schools.

Mountainside
Board of Education Business Ad-

ministrator Roderic McLaughlin an-
nounced his resignation to accept a
similar position with the North High-
lands Regional High School Board of
Education in Allendale, Bergen
County. The BOE also announced
the resignation of Deerfield School
Principal Robert Phillips, who was
moving to a suburb of Washington,
D.C.

Garwood
Council members announced that

bulk pickup was cancelled for the
rest of the year, due to cuts in the
borough’s budget, and that the topic
of bulk pickup would be revisited
next year. Councilman Keith Sluka
suggested that residents of the same
block rent a private dumpster to use
collectively. No permit is required
for a dumpster, but police notifica-
tion is recommended, said Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma.

County
The freeholder board approved a

$136,600 one-year contract with Web
Creation of Clark for the “design,
development and maintenance of the
county’s website.”

The Union County freeholder board
amended its non-smoking ban to in-
clude all county-owned recreational
areas and facilities. The ban includes
boating facilities, ice-skating facili-
ties, playgrounds, running tracks, all
snack bars, swimming pools,
ballfields, tennis courts, Watchung
Stable and restrooms.

Democratic voters selected free-
holder incumbents Dan Sullivan and
Bette Jane Kowalski and their new
running mate, Plainfield Council-
woman Linda Carter, over a line of
candidates under the Democrats for
Change banner, in the June Demo-
cratic Primary, by defeating Janet
Reynolds, Carmen Southward and
Elcy Castillo Ospina, by a margin of
between 2,100 and 3,500 votes.

Republicans Ellen Dickson, Brian
Flanagan and Elyse Bochicchio
Medved were unchallenged in their
Primary for freeholder seats.

Sheriff Ralph Froehlich edged out
Essex County sheriff’s officer Charles
Mitchell by a tally of 12,386 to 11,373,
while County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi

defeated Rahway publisher Lisa
McCormick, 12,784 to 10,266. Ms.
Rajoppi and Mr. Froehlich moved on
to face Republicans Arthur Zapolski
and Peter Lijoi, respectively, in the
General Election.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow announced his opposi-
tion to a plan to move the 21 county
prosecutor offices to the state Attor-
ney General’s budget. Mr. Romankow
said his department’s budget of $20
million accounts for only 4 percent of
the county’s $470-million budget and
feared funding for the prosecutor’s
office would be redirected to other
areas of the state.

The county freeholders approved
increases in various horse-riding pro-
gram fees offered at the Watchung
Stable to reduce an operating deficit.

Region
The National Football League an-

nounced that Super Bowl XLVIII (48)
would be played at New Meadow-
lands Stadium in February of 2014.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) de-
feated three challenges from David
Larsen, Lon Hosford and Westfield
resident Bruce Baker in the Republi-
can Primary Election to win the GOP
nomination and face Democrat Ed
Potosnak in the General Election.

The county escaped relatively un-
scathed from what could have been a
near-major disaster when a gasoline
tanker overturned on Bonnie Burn
Road on June 16, opposite the Colo-
rado Café on the Union-Somerset
County border, leaking 4,000 gallons
onto the roadway. Hazmat crews from
Union and Somerset Counties were
called to the scene, along with
firefighters from six towns.

JULY
Westfield

The board of education approved a
new $125 fee for students to partici-
pate in extracurricular activities in-
cluding sports programs and dramatic
productions.

The board of education appointed
Matthew Bolton as principal of
McKinley Elementary School. He
previously was assistant principal at
Roosevelt Intermediate School and
interim principal of Lincoln School’s
Early Childhood Learning Center.

Westfield High School Athletic
Trainer Sandra Mamary was ap-
pointed the supervisor of athletics
following the retirement of 25-year
school veteran Edward Tranchina.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan announced the district
would search for a director of guid-
ance, a position that had been elimi-
nated following the resignation of
Colleen White in March. Ms. Dolan

said a high school and district of this
size requires a guidance director.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) announced that Turn-
ing Point, a new café serving break-
fast, brunch and lunch; 25 Burgers, a
gourmet burger provider; Casa di
Pizza, and Alan’s Orchard, an or-
ganic market, would open in town.

Eagle Scout candidate Luke Gib-
bons received a green light from the
town council to proceed with a Viet-
nam Memorial near the World War I
and Korean War memorials at the
circle on North Avenue and East
Broad Street.

Scotch Plains
Several Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School students, graduates, em-
ployees and district parents attended
a board of education meeting to ex-
press their support for the high
school’s choral director, John
Brzozowski, who resigned after his
position was reduced from full-time
to part-time. Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes said budget
cuts had to be made following a $3.8-
million reduction in state aid, and
another $860,000 that was cut by the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood govern-
ing bodies following voters’ defeat of
the budget in April.

The BOE approved the promotion
of Joan Mast from supervisor to as-
sistant superintendent for curriculum,
instruction and technology, and the
appointment of former SP-F BOE
Vice-President Sasha Slocum as prin-
cipal at McGinn School, replacing
Susan Kukucka, who resigned.

Ryan Miller was hired as assistant
principal-athletics at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS), re-
placing Rob Harmer, whose contract
was not renewed by the BOE. Mr.
Miller held the same position with
Parsippany High School. Scott
Bortnick, science supervisor at
SPFHS, was promoted to principal at
Brunner Elementary School, replac-
ing Jodi Frank, who retired.

Union Catholic High School came
before the planning board seeking
approval to install lights and a new

scoreboard at the school’s ballfields.
Two attorneys attended the meeting
representing residents of Black Birch
Road and Dutch Lane, who opposed
the school’s plans.

The township council approved a
$22.9-million spending plan for 2010,
with $15.09 million to be raised in
taxes, up $740,185 from last year.

The planning board’s planner was
asked to study a proposal to rezone
multiple tracts of land along North
Avenue that would allow a developer
to possibly build a housing complex.

Fanwood
The borough council approved a

non-binding agreement with Labor-
ers’ International Union of North
America (LIUNA) allowing quali-
fied laborers to work on small capi-
tal projects for the borough to supple-
ment the public works department.

Mountainside
The board of education appointed

Walter Daniel Saragnese as interim
business administrator.

Deerfield School parents and stu-
dents were introduced to new princi-
pal Kimberly Richards, who previ-
ously was assistant principal at Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains.

Board member Jorge Batista an-
nounced his resignation, as he was
moving out of the district. Maureen
Hess was appointed over three other
candidates to fill the vacancy.

County
The freeholders approved a resolu-

tion for the county to join the Bergen
County Wellness Program, a program
that would provide county residents
with discounts of between 10 and 50
percent on prescriptions.

Region
State Superior Court Judge Dou-

glas Fasciale of Westfield was pro-
moted to the Appellate Division.

The state Legislature passed Gov-
ernor Chris Christie’s proposed
$29.4-billion budget by votes of 21-
19 in the Senate and 41-37 in the

Assembly.
Governor Christie and Senate Presi-

dent Stephen Sweeney (LD-3, West
Deptford) came to an agreement on a
2-percent cap on local government
spending, with exceptions for capital
spending and debt, health insurance
premiums and pensions, rising school
enrollments and states of emergency.

The governor signed legislation
into law to reform the state’s Unem-
ployment Insurance Trust Fund and
protect small businesses from what
the Governor said would have been a
“devastating tax hike of up to $683
per employee.”

Governor Chris Christie signed ex-
ecutive order no. 33, establishing a
county prosecutor study commission
to examine the feasibility of placing
county prosecutors within the Attor-
ney General’s Office.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice and the Summit Police Depart-
ment continued their investigation
into the July 17 beating death of a 47-
year-old Summit man as he sat on a
bench, allegedly by three teenagers.
Charges were upgraded from man-
slaughter to murder.

The Cranford Township Commit-
tee adopted the 2010 municipal bud-
get of $32.3 million, representing an
increase of $1.1 million over 2009.
Taxes jumped $154,528 to $21.3 mil-
lion.

AUGUST
Westfield

The town’s board of education ap-
pointed Derrick Nelson as assistant
principal of Roosevelt Intermediate
School.

The board of education rehired Mat-
thew Kravetsky as a second-grade
teacher at Franklin Elementary School
for the 2010-2011 school year. Mr.
Kravetsky’s dismissal as a third-grade
teacher at Tamaques School was op-
posed by parents and led to discussions
between the teacher and the board.
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