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CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Merry
Christmas

Starts Monday
December 27th, 2010

@ 9:00am

All Christmas Merchandise

from all of us at

Christoffers

50% Off Sale

January
Weekends in January found the

Westfield Community Players (WCP)
celebrating its 75th season by present-
ing a comedy, The Second Time Around,
by Henry Denker.

For the audience, the trip down
memory lane to the late 1960s sug-
gested a time period in which there was
a clear double standard of morality: the
swinging free love of college-age kids
versus that of the married, monoga-
mous older generation. The play cen-
tered on a widow and widower living
together instead of marrying, and the
reaction of their children. The WCP
playbill called the play “a pertinent
comedy,” even though this live-in rela-
tionship might not raise eyebrows in
today’s world.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

On January 16, Pat Wictor and Toby
Walker brought their fabulous finger-
picking guitar playing and breezy rap-
port to the Coffee with Conscience
Concert Series, held monthly at the
First United Methodist Church.

Mr. Wictor, a calm, folksy singer/
songwriter, and Mr. Walker, a charis-
matic, mischievous blues singer, called
their tour “The Saints and Sinners,”
reflecting their opposite personalities
and styles. The two performed solely
and together and even got the audience
involved in a final sing-along.  “Re-
member folks, the blues is not about
feeling bad…it’s about me making you
feel bad,” said Mr. Walker.  All pro-
ceeds from the show went to charity.

~ Meredith Mannino

In early January, the Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) gave
a special showing of nine of the best
short films of the Garden State Film
Festival. Though the longest film was
10 minutes, the minimovies managed
to expertly grasp drama, comedy, or a
combination of both.

While each of the films was differ-
ent, all showed what a director with
enough skill and a good enough story
could do, even with a few minutes of
time. Diane Raver, a representative of
the film festival, commented on how
short films function as a springboard
for many emerging directors, and men-
tioned that they are filmed out of love,
with little thought of profit.

~ Eric Nierstedt

The Choral Arts Society of New
Jersey presented John Knowles Paine’s
Mass in D at the First Presbyterian
Church in Westfield on January 23.
Under the direction of James Little, the
artistry and loveliness of the singers’
operatic voices, the orchestra and the
traditional church setting created a ce-
lestial vibe that was thoroughly en-
trancing. Bass soloist Andrew Mar-
tens, lyric tenor Kurt Alakulppi, alto
Ellen Goff Entriken and Mezzo-so-
prano Sharon Lynne Byrne were fea-
tured in the performance.

~ Meredith Mannino

The Washington School Players’
62nd annual show, Believe, held on
January 30, employed a quiz-show-
style format to tell the fictitious story of
a brave Westfield High School (WHS)
student. The script, which centered on
events to prevent the conversion of
Mindowaskin Park into a gated active-
adult community, was written by Julie
Shanebrook.

Student Abigail Rhoades hatches a
plan to raise enough money to fight the
transaction by becoming a contestant
on “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?”
Parents handled every aspect of the
performance, from writing, directing,
producing and performing to choreog-
raphy, instrumental music and set de-
sign for the event, which is held annu-

ally at Roosevelt School.
“I think everyone wants a piece of it,”

Ms. Shanebrook said. “Whether you’re
on stage or selling t-shirts or tickets…to
be involved is gold.”

~ Christie Storms

February
Celebrating its 90th season, the

Cranford Dramatic Club presented The
Light in the Piazza, one of the finest
productions ever offered at the play-
house. With vigor and professional-
ism, producer Elizabeth Howard, mu-
sical director Clifford Parrish and di-
rector Jeffrey
Fiorello placed
themselves and the
cast on a pinnacle
equal to few in lo-
cal or regional the-
aters.

The play was
lauded for its un-
forgettably pas-
sionate songs and
smart physical set-
tings, designed by
Marc Chandler.
The poignancy of a
fairy tale that begs
for a happy ending
will remain in the
hearts of anyone
who saw this stel-
lar production.

~ Susan M.
Dougherty

Fanwood poet Tom Plante released
the 16th edition of Exit 13Magazine, an
anthology of poetry that he edits and
publishes annually. This year’s edition
contained contributions from 51 poets,
ranging in age from 19 to 92.

Mr. Plante believes that seemingly
disparate topics addressed by the po-
etry in Exit 13 Magazine are actually
connected by the passion of the poets.
Fanwood poets featured in this year’s
edition included Liza Katz, Gary Szelc
and Adele Kenny. “What the contribu-
tors all have in common is that they all
write down their ideas, and they appre-
ciate the printed word on paper,” Mr.
Plante explained.

~ Marylou Morano

The passion and energy of Latin-
based music were the foundations of

the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
(WSO) “Variations on a Latin Beat,”
which was performed at the Union
County Performing Arts Center on
February 21. Music Director David
Wroe conducted a suite of Spanish
ballet music, a choreographed sym-

phonic tango fantasy, a new piece by a
younger American composer and an
American piano concerto with roots in
South America.

Following the second suite of dances
from Manuel de Falla’s ballet “The
Three-Cornered Hat,” tango masters
Carolina Jaurena and DiegoBlanco and
their company of dancers took to the
stage for a multifaceted “Tango Fan-
tasy.”

“[This fantasy is] a marriage of
Argentinean folk music and symphonic
sound, which we believe is enticing for

our audience, and
it’s an example of
an artistic offering
that we, the sym-
phony, could not
present by our-
selves,” Mr. Wroe
said, referring to the
WSO’s efforts to
bring classical mu-
sic to a wider audi-
ence by partnering
with other arts or-
ganizations.

~ Greg
Waxberg

On Valentine’s
Day, Fanwood resi-
dents and profes-
sional actors Ann
Minski and Leslie
Minski read Love
Letters, A.R.
Gurney’s Pulitzer

Prize-nominated play, to two apprecia-
tive audiences at The Chelsea in
Fanwood as a fundraiser for the
Fanwood Memorial Library.

The letters take the fictitious charac-
ters, Melissa and Andrew, through years
of friendship, exploring their various
comments on the world around them
from elementary school, boarding
school and college to life as adults. The
poignancy of the play, Mrs. Minski
feels, is the fact that Andrew and Mel-
issa never get to realize fully the poten-
tial of their relationship. “It gets me that
their lives keep missing one another,”
she said. It is that very fact that reso-
nated with audiences and had them
wiping their eyes by the end of the
moving performances.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

“A Walk to Beautiful,” an Emmy
Award-winning documentary that de-
tails how five Ethiopian women deal
with the condition of obstetric fistula,
was shown at the Fanwood Memorial
Library (FML) on February 10.  The
film was produced and directed by
Mary Olive Smith, the wife of FML
director Dan Weiss. Ms. Smith was
also the documentary’s cinematogra-
pher.

The film tells the story of the women’s
search for the only available treatment:
surgery. Ms. Smith, who traveled to
Ethiopia several times during the film-
ing of “A Walk to Beautiful,” was
touched by the women’s plight.
“[S]itting on the ground sharing the
women’s most intimate stories re-
minded me of how similar we all are at
a very human level,” she explained.

~Marylou Morano

Bruce Graham’s two-act play about
relationships, secrets and reality, The
Champagne Charlie Stakes, was per-
formed by the Alliance Repertory
Theater at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center during week-
ends in February.

Charlie a lovable chap who some-
times needs to be jolted back to reality,
places a monumental bet on a horse in
the sixth race – a race that his bookie
middleman, has named for him. The
storyline was unimpressive, but the
relationships of the characters brought
poignancy to the show. David
Christopher’s portrayal of Charlie was
both comic and tragic, and he slipped
into this role “like he’s sipping into a
comfortable pair of well-worn loaf-
ers.”

~ Susan M. Dougherty

March
In the early March run of Paper Mill

Playhouse’s production of Lost in Yon-
kers, you did not have to be Jewish or a
native New Yorker to be drawn into the
drama of playwright Neil Simon’s fic-
tional family.

The play blossomed under director
Michael Bloom’s golden touch. He
encouraged his actors to develop char-
acters that smack of real life. A warm
setting by scenic designer Michael
Schweikhardt captured the flavor of
shabby wartime décor, complete with
mahogany-colored crown molding and
doors, a small Tiffany lampshade in the
dining room and requisite doilies on
the upholstered parlor furniture. Ex-
pert lighting by designer Paul Miller
set the mood from day to night.

Lost in Yonkers will never be out of
date because it is undergirded by the
universal wish that all seek – approval
from a parent, no matter how old one
gets.

~ Susan M. Dougherty

Westfield High School (WHS) jun-
ior Catalina Gaglioti released her first
pop album, Catalina, on March 5, at a

gala event at the Westwood in Garwood.
Catalina showcased a few songs off

her album at the event, including her
favorite, “Ready for Love to Come.”
Her repertoire ranges from fun pop
songs to beautiful ballads, including a
mature and vocally challenging love
song, “Return Again.”

As first-place champion in the Na-
tional High School Teen Idol Competi-
tion, Catalina won the opportunity to
record an original song with record
producer Blake Althen of Human Fac-
tor, thus launching her professional
solo career and setting the gears in
motion for the release of her first al-
bum. “It’s very youthful and fun,”
Catalina said of her album. “I feel like
it’s an accurate representation of my
personality.… Every song spoke to who
I am.”

~Rennie Wolters

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) performed the Rupert Holmes
musical Curtains for two weekends in
March.

Utilizing a play-within-a-play for-
mat, Mr. Holmes takes the audience
into the world of Robbin’ Hood, a
show that is not thriving. Then, when
the leading actor in Robbin’ Hood dies
under mysterious circumstances, the
entire theatre becomes a crime scene.

Curtains featured an improbable and
contrived plot with archetypes one
might expect of a behind- the-scenes
Broadway story. The show is top-heavy,
with those stereotypes that the audi-
ence recognizes immediately from TV
detective stories or old films of theater
in the 1950s. The orchestra, many of
whom were members of the musical
ensemble groups at the high school, did
a superior job. Robbin’ Hood is a pro-
verbial turkey, but SPFHS’s produc-
tion of Curtains was a Thanksgiving
dinner with all the trimmings.

~Susan M. Dougherty

Early in March, the Garwood Cross-
roads was “bardified” by the folk-rock-
funk group The Wandering Bards. The
evening also served as the unofficial
release party of the Westfield band’s
new album, All-New Good Time Mon-
key Puzzle Revue,which the band cel-
ebrated in full force.

The album was recorded “live” (all
members in the same room, playing at
the same time) in Red Bank’s
Retromedia Studios. The night’s per-
formance had at least one patron out of
her seat and dancing up near the stage.

“The [album] title actually comes
from vaudeville and New Orleans,”
said guitarist Colin McKay. “Back then,
they said if you could play a gig in New
Orleans and get paid – as well as keep
your dignity – then you’d ‘cracked the
monkey puzzle.’”

~ Eric Nierstedt

With Alfred Hitchcock’s theme mu-
sic playing in the background, the

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING TANGO FANTASY A REALITY...The passion and energy of Latin-based music were the foundation of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s “Variations on a Latin Beat,” performed at the Union County Performing Arts Center
in February. The night featured tango masters Carolina Jaurena and Diego Blanco and their company of dancers, who all
took the stage for a multifaceted “Tango Fantasy.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRACKING THE MYSTERY…At the end of Act II, the principal performers got to kick up their heels in Westfield High
School’s production The Mystery of Edwin Drood. They performed the play this past March.

 Paul Lachenauer’s “Line of Carts”

The work of Sheilia Lenga, of Union,
on display in January

Scotch Plains resident Clara Liss Manheim’s multimedia work, titled “Having
Tea with Toot (Tut)”
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