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NAPOLITANO’S, BALIKO, DUNN, GAJDZISZ PREPARE

Raider Swimmers Gear Up
For Blue Devil Showdown

DeVITA SCORES 8; CULLINAN, MARCOTULLIO 6 EACH

Linden Lady Tigers Pounce
On Blue Devil Cagers, 49-31

HENRY, KIRNA, LEAHY, EDWARDS WILL REAP POINTS

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Have
Good Mix in Winter Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys and girls swim teams
honed their skills in preparation for
a showdown in Westfield on Decem-
ber 21 with the Westfield High
School boys and girls. The Raider
boys destroyed Delbarton, 115-55,
and the girls sank Kent Place, 105-
65, on December 14 to boost their
records to 2-0.

The Raider boys touched first in

nine of the 11 events against the
Delbarton Green Wave, beginning
with the 200-yard medley relay when
Greg Baliko, Dan Napolitano, Ryan
Gajdzisz and Joe Dunn finished in
1:45.5. Baliko followed with a vic-
tory in the 200-freestyle with a time
of 1:56.22 then Dunn touched first in
the 200-individual medley at 2:03.17.

Mike Napolitano won the 50-
freestyle with a time of 23.53, and
Raider Keith Monteiro won the 100-
butterfly in 58.13. Gajszisz took top

honors in the 100-freestyle with a
time of 53.36, and Mike Rizzo
touched first in the 500-freestyle at
5:16.8. Raiders Ryan McKenna, Ryan
Henkels, Jason Schaub and Matt
DeBiasse won the 200-free relay at
1:40.82, and Dan Napolitano won the
100-backstroke in 1:00.18.
Delbarton’s Michael Li won the 100-
breaststroke in 1:03.54 then his team-
mates Greg Keiser, Clark LaRaia,
Ethan Gerstman and John Russell

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some bad passes that led to steals
and fast breaks put the Linden High
School girls basketball team in the
driver’s seat early en route to a 49-31
victory over the Westfield Lady Blue
Devils in Westfield on December 17.

Junior guard Shannon Wheeler led
the 1-0 Lady Tigers with 20 points.
Senior guard Tamara Todd sank 16
points, and sophomore forward Jada
Lewis put up eight points.

“We knew it was going to be a
battle. Every time we play Linden,
it’s always a battle to the end. Those
girls just beat us to the boards today.
They got rebounds. They were quick,
and they got some quick shots off.
They played well,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino said.

Junior forward Sophie DeVita led
the 0-1 Blue Devils with eight points,
all in the first half. She also added a
rebound and an assist. Junior guard
Amanda Marcatullio and sophomore
forward Ellie Cullinan (3 rebounds,
assist) each netted six points. Senior
guard Martina Landeka pulled five
rebounds and had three points, a steal
and two assists. Senior Charlotte
Lorentzen had six rebounds, two
blocked shots, an assist and three
points. Senior point guard Danielle
Miller finished with three points, two
rebounds, a steal and an assist. Senior
forward Krista Embrett had three re-
bounds and a blocked shot, and Kelly
Culnan added two points.

Taking advantage of the bad passes,
the Lady Tigers converted several
steals into an 11-2 lead with two
minutes remaining in the first quar-
ter. DeVita answered with a rebound,
drove the length of the court and
rolled in her first lay-up. Just before
the buzzer, DeVita added another lay-
up on Miller’s assist.

In the early part of the second quar-
ter, the Blue Devils went on the of-
fensive and took a number of shots
under the basket, but none hit the
mark. As a result, the Tigers added
six more points to extend their lead to
17-6. DeVita and Marcatullio each
hit for two points, and Miller added a
lay-up and a free throw to close the
gap to 17-13, but once again, steals to
fast breaks and a 3-pointer at the
buzzer by Wheeler gave the Tigers a
25-15 lead at the half.

“We didn’t make our shots. We had
opportunities. We didn’t make them.

Hopefully as the season goes on, we
will make those shots happen,” Coach
Marino said.

Linden continued its acts of thiev-
ery and opened up a 37-16 lead mid-
way through the third quarter, then
Cullinan got into the act with a lay-up
and Marcatullio followed with a pair
of two-pointers as the quarter ended,
39-22. Late in the fourth quarter,
Cullinan pulled a few rebounds and
put in four more points with assists
from Landeka and Lorentzen. Culnan
sank her two-pointer and Landeka
nailed the Blue Devils’ only 3-pointer
of the game.

“Ellie played hard, got some re-
bounds and made some shots,” said
Coach Marino, who added, “They beat
us on the fast breaks. We turned it over
a couple of times with bad passes, but
overall my girls played hard.”
Linden 11 14 14 10 49
Westfield   6   9   7   9 31

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Veterans mixed with promising
underclassmen comprise this year’s
Westfield High School boys and girls
winter track teams. Coming off a
superb cross-country season, the boys
are expected to be very strong in the
distance and middle-distance events,
while the girls should be effective in
the distance and sprints.

Last year, the Blue Devil boys
placed third in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) and second in the
Group 4, Section 2 meet. This sea-
son, seniors Andrew Kirna, Zach
Lizmi and Sam Tooley, along with
juniors Jack Leahy, Dave Carville
and Evan Tarlow are expected to reap
a lot of team points in the distance
events.

“They will be going, probably, from
the 8[00] to the 32[00],” said Blue
Devil Head Coach jack Martin, who
added, “In the 400 and 800, we have
Jon Henry. He is one of the top [run-
ners] in the state. He is going to have
a great season.”

During the 2010 spring track sea-
son, Henry was the UCT champion in
the 400 meters and placed second in
the event at the sectional meet. He
also took top honors in the 800 at the
conference meet and the sectional
meet.

Junior Kyle Star has shown well in
the sprints, and Mike DePaola has
been achieving some fine clearances
in the high jump. Will Cronin is ex-
pected to be strong in the shot put.
Others expected to contribute are Alex
Hay, Bob Ciardullo and Jake Vergara,
along with co-captains Bryan Reilly
and Mike Foley.

“We have some sprinters, who are
still untested. Mike DePaola in the
high jump, we should be pretty solid,”
Coach Martin said.

The Lady Blue Devils have a large
wave of youth mixed with veterans.

“We currently have 71 girls, 32 of
whom are freshmen, so we have a
young team this year,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jen Buccino said. “They
are very enthusiastic and excited about
learning the sport, so the prospects
for the future are bright. We also have
a decent core of returnees to show
them the way. And we have several

with background from the spring that
will add a little depth.”

Seniors Ashley Edwards (sprints),
Alyssa Hatch (distance), Alex
Hawkins (high jump, sprints) and Jen
Porch (high jump, middle distance)
have been selected as team captains.

Edwards had a very strong 2010
spring season, and Hatch came into
the limelight during cross-country in
the fall.

“Edwards set a new school record
in the spring in the 400 meters at
57.6, so she has high hopes for the
winter season. Hatch had her best
cross-country season to date this fall
and comes in strong and ready to
race,” Coach Buccino said. “Hawkins
has consistently improved in the high
jump in the winter season. All four
captains come in with a cross-coun-
try season of distance training under
their belts, which should prove help-
ful for each of them this year.”

Veterans Danielle Grimes (junior)
and sophomore Leigh Heinbokel, in
addition to Hatch and Porch will com-

pete in the distance events. Seniors
Daniella Ciampa and Sirena VanEpp,
juniors Sarah Collins and Eileen
Cook, and sophomore Lily Burtness,
in addition to Edwards and Hawkins
will compete in the sprints.

Coach Buccino expects to receive
added support from some newcom-
ers, along with some girls who were
standouts on the soccer team. Senior
Ellie Tanji will compete in the dis-
tance events. Seniors Hannah
Kronick, Samantha Costello and
Anne Maguire will compete in the
sprints. Juniors Kat Fox and Kaitlyn
Johnson will add depth for the middle
distance events. And sophomores Oria
Alexander and Sophia Barry will toss
the shot put.

The large freshmen class has yet to
be tested, but Morgan Wilcox looks
promising in the middle distance and
Sophia Goldschmidt has looked
promising in the sprints. Coach
Buccino believes there is more po-
tential with a little more experience
down the road.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Merry Christmas!
Season’s Greetings!
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEING CLOSELY GUARDED…Blue Devil point guard Danielle Miller, No. 4, is closely guarded by Linden Tiger guard
Shannon Wheeler, No. 3. The Tigers won the season opener in Westfield, 49-31.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WARMING UP FOR THE WINTER SEASON…The Blue Devil boys and girls winter track teams run a few laps around
the track prior to a scrimmage meet with Millburn at Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield…Totally renovated 7 RM, 3 BR, 2 ½ BTH Colonial. New granite kitchen w/center isle and
spacious dining area over looking patio and yard. Master BR w/bath & walk-in closet, hardwood
floors, all new windows, siding, elec & plumb, 2 zn HEAT & CAC. Close to schools.  $669,000.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

251 North Avenue West, Westfield NJ   908-654-3300

NOW OPEN
Located in the North Avenue Train Station Parking Lot


