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Correct is: Dec 7, 2010 Garwood - The Annual Re-organization Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Garwood for year 2011 will be held on Sunday, January 2, 2011, at 3:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers, Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, NJ. The public is encouraged to attend. For information call 908-789-0710.

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

ity in the New Year. Thank You for Making Us Your Preferred Real Estate
Company. Coldwell Banker Westfield - West www.coldwellbankermoves.com/
westfieldwest Tracy Devine tracy.devine@cbmoves.com

Merry Christmas and Health, Happiness and Prosper-
ity throughout the New Year!!!! Patty O’Connor
pattyoconnor@weichert.com

Because the goodwill of those we serve is the founda-
tion of our success, it is a true pleasure at this Christmas
season to say “Thank You” as I wish you and your family
a year filled with Love, Health, Happiness and Prosperity.
Joyce Taylor joyce.taylor@cbmoves.com

Have a Happy Holiday and Happy New Year from Dr.
Timothy McCabe and the staff of Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group. Westfield Pediatric Dental Group, Timo-
thy McCabe wpdg@wpdg.net

The Westfield United Fund thanks all of our contribu-
tors for their generosity and wishes a happy and healthy
New Year to the entire Westfield community! Remember,
“Your gift goes far, but not far away.” Westfield United
Fund lmaggio@westfieldunitedfund.org

Happy holidays to all and may 2011 find you in good
health and cheer. Warmest Regards, Todd Annis - Simpsons
Builders toddsannis@gmail.com

Merry Christmas! Wishing all a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year!
From all of us at Palimpsest Architecture. Gregory Blasi, R.A. and Staff
www.blasiarchitecture.com. Gregory Blasi gblasi@blasiarchitecture.com

Best wishes for health, joy and peace in the New Year. Creative Dental Care,
PA, Dr. Joseph Banker contact@creativedentalcare.com

Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace
and goodwill, to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas.
- Calvin Coolidge. Dale Neseman dnes255@aol.com

Happy! Happy! Merry! Merry! Thanks to all who have put their faith in me
as their architect (what were the rest of you thinking!). The best to you and
yours at this special time of year and the best for 2011. Robert Algarin,
Architect robarchitect@comcast.net

May your Christmas be picture perfect. And your New Years be all you
would like it to be. Greg Ryan gryan@goleader.com

Happy Holidays and a big Thank You to all our wonder-
ful, loyal customers who have made it possible for us to
provide Westfield with the last independent bookstore in
Union County, now in our 76th year! The Town Book store
anne@townbookstore.com

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all! Frank Arena
farena@westfieldnj.gov

The happiest of Holidays to all! I can’t even Liszt all the
Gounod concerts that 2011 will bring. But now, Bach to

reality.…Barbara Thomson, classical music reviewer. Barbara Thomson
Bctbct@aol.com

Wishing everyone a safe and happy New Year! The Barr Family - Lauren,
JH, Ainsley & Leah. Lauren S. Barr lbarr@goleader.com

I wish you all the happiness and good fortune that Christmas is meant to
bring. And may your New Year be very promising. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year! David Corbin dcorbin@goleader.com

May your holidays be filled with smiles and joy! Wishing you and your
family all the best in 2011 from Photography by Carolyn Ann Ryan.
www.carolynannryan.com Carolyn Ryan carolyn@carolynannryan.com

Thank you for your business this year...looking forward to serving your Real
Estate needs in 2011! Happy Holidays from Everyone at Prudential New
Jersey Properties. Marge Cuccaro marge.cuccaro@prudentialnewjersey.com

Happy Holidays from the Moderne Academie of Fine
Arts. Thank you to everyone that dances with us. Helen
Watts helenwatts1@verizon.net

On behalf of the Jeffrey Craig Entertainment Family,
we want to wish everyone a very happy and healthy
holiday and prosperous new year!!! Scott Sica
scott@jeffreycraig.com

Best wishes this holiday season from the Doctors and
Team Members of Dentalcare Associates, 567 Park Ave.,
Scotch Plains 908-322-7800. New Year’s Special Free
Exam, Digital X-Rays and Case Presentation through Jan.
15, 2011 ($295 Value) Robert Scalera Jr
the2thline@aol.com

One of the joys of the Holiday Season is the opportunity
to thank you for making my success possible & wish you
a New Year of health, happiness & prosperity. Frank D.
Isoldi, Broker/Sales Associate, Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage. Frank D. Isoldi isre@aol.com

The warmest of holiday greetings to you and your
family. Betty Lynch at Coldwell Banker-East hopes this
holiday season brings you all of your wishes along with
Peace and Prosperity in the New Year. Betty Lynch bettlync@att.net

Wishing you and yours every joy and blessing of the Season! Warmest
wishes for 2011 from my home to yours! From Virginia Garcia at Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage Virginia Garcia virginia.garcia@cbmoves.com

Wishing Everyone in our Community a Bright, Happy Holiday Season and
the Blessing of a Prosperous New Year. From all of us at Union County
College. Sara Bontempo bontempo@ucc.edu

Wishing you Peace, Joy and Wonderful skin during this holiday season and
in 2011. Facial Reality Spa, 221 Lenox Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090. Pat Brading
allface@verizon.net

Merry Christmas to all. Have a Happy and Healthy New Year!! Gino
Jannotti gene@uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Wishing you health and happiness
from Carol Bevere Kearney and the staff of Unique Cruise
and Travel, Garwood, NJ. Carol Bevere Kearney
carol@uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Happy Holidays. May this joyous season bring you and
yours an abundance of peace, health and happiness. Happy
New Year. With warm regards, Hye-Young Hye-Young
Choi hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

With all of the stress, hustle and bustle of the
holidays...please cherish quiet moments with family &
friends and enjoy the beauty of Christmas! Wishing all a
Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year! Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.gov

Happy Holidays to all our volunteers and supporters and thank you for
making a difference in so many Union County families’ lives in 2010. We are
looking forward to an equally rewarding 2011. The Junior League of Eliza-
beth-Plainfield. Mimi Morris mimimorris@optonline.net

Wishing Our Customers and Friends the Happiest of Holidays and Prosper-

Letters to the Editor
Westfielder Writes That Board of Ed

Must Live Within Its Means

County Solar Energy Projects Need
More Light Shining Through

Free Parking Arrangements Detailed
For Westfield Holiday Shopping

We have now been told that in June,
Dr. Dolan told the Westfield Board of
Education that she would leave unless
they gave her a contract that would end-
load her salary to maximize her pension.
This is a practice that is decried by a large
majority of voters, none of whom seem to
sit on the Westfield BOE. One of the
items they claim went into their consider-
ation was the cost of a search team to
replace Ms. Dolan. They estimate the
cost at $20,000, at least.

The Board has constantly sung the
praises of Ms. Dolan as the quintessential
superintendent. Both the Board and Ms.
Dolan must have considered the prob-
lems attendant to Ms. Dolan’s mortality.
What plans were made by her and/or the
Board in the event of Ms. Dolan’s ab-
sence? This Board which plans so well in
advance and this quintessential Superin-
tendent must have considered some mem-
ber of the superintendent’s staff as a
substitute to take over in the event of Ms.
Dolan’s absence.

While the Board obviously abhors the
thought of replacing Ms. Dolan, it cer-
tainly had to consider the problems of
prolonged absence due to illness or acci-
dent. Why not look to the talented people
chosen by Ms. Dolan whom she would
recommend to take over? That way, the
Board could take the $20,000 it might
have to spend on a search team and put it
into the capital fund its auditor told it to
start building up.

The Board could also deposit the sav-

ing obtained in negotiating a new con-
tract with the replacement within the
boundaries set by the State. It might be
interesting to determine how many roofs
you could repair without seeking a bond
issuance.

The Board’s own projection of spend-
ing seems to exceed its budget by $2.5-$3
millions. How does the Board ignore this
over-spending in its battle to castigate
Trenton for economic sanity? While it is
none of our business, don’t you wonder if
the members of the Board treat their own
finances in the same manner they treat
your tax dollars?

Which of us would not like to buy our
spouses a sable coat or a Masserati for
Christmas? Would we be stupid to buy it
and say, “It’s for our loved one”? Is it not
more sane and proper, not to mention a
better example to the children, to present
our spouse with a cashmere sweater or a
bike?

When the Board’s own projection puts
it in the hole by millions of dollars, how
does it think it serves the public by its
profligate spending to attack economic
policies considered reasonable by the
majority? If it would take a poll of all the
voters of Westfield rather than the cap-
tive audience of parents from whom they
normally seek approval, the Board might
find that “Living within one’s means” is
considered a virtue by the large majority.

A. John Blake
Westfield

There were two points that you failed
to mention in your story regarding $28.6
million that Union County is planning to
bond to put up solar panels. First is that
these bonds will default and Union County
taxpayers will pick up at least another
$20 million in debt on top of the $560
million we have already. In Morris
County, the company responsible for re-
payment of their bonds is called ‘Tioga
Solar Morris County 1, LLC’ which ex-
pects to get 57.8 percent of the amount
needed to make those payments from the
sale of Solar Renewable Energy Certifi-
cates (SRECs) to utilities that need solar
credits.

Look at the name of the company and
tell me it’s not a shell. Now look at the law
firm pushing both deals — DeCotiis,
Fitzpatrick and Cole, LLP — and Google
their names with the words ‘EnCap’,
‘Xanadu’, or ‘Wayne Bryant’.

Finally, look at all the solar panels that
PSE&G is putting up on any telephone

pole steady enough to support them and
tell me they’re going to be in the market
to buy SRECs. It’s absurd. With the col-
lapse of the SREC market, this deal makes
absolutely no sense to anyone with half-
a-brain and no ulterior motive — which
means it will likely pass by another 9-0
margin in Union County — assuming of
course that all nine freeholders bother to
show up.

The other point to be made is that, with
the first solar panel still months from
seeing the light of day, DeCotiis,
Fitzpatrick and Cole, LLP has already
billed $283,137 and the Birdsall Services
Group another $222,500. This project
will be worth millions to those depend-
able campaign donors and, hence, thou-
sands to the war chests of their benefac-
tors.

Hopefully that knowledge will light up
a few bulbs.

John Bury
Kenilworth

The Town of Westfield will provide
free Parking for the holidays at all on-
street meters from December 19, 2010
through January 2, 2011. The meters and
the South Avenue/Westfield Avenue
paystations located street side will be
covered during this time, which will pro-
vide free parking up to 2 hours at all on-
street meters.

The provision of free holiday parking
is an effort to encourage shoppers and
patrons of our town to enjoy shopping,
dining and entertainment. All of the holi-
day advertisements by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and holiday events
will include the free parking program and
we encourage you [downtown business
owners] to use the same in your business

advertisements as well. Please do you
part.

Please monitor your employees to en-
sure that your customers and not your
employees are using the parking spaces.
This is critical, especially during the holi-
days but also during any time of the year.
In order to encourage turnover for your
customers, the Town of Westfield will be
enforcing the time limits by chalking
tires. Please call 789-4044 to report any
abusers so that we can help to ensure the
success of the program for consideration
in future parking promotions.

On behalf of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, we wish you Happy Holi-
days and successful business!

Sherry Cronin
Executive Director

Downtown Westfield Corporation

Please Recycle All Of Your
Christmas Paper This Season

Remember, there is no reason for the
amount of garbage we residents put out at
the curb for pickup the day after Christ-
mas to be any more than what we usually
put out. All of the wrapping paper that we
receive is just that – paper; it all can and
should be recycled.

All of the cardboard toy and gift box
packaging is paper. That too can be re-
cycled. So can Christmas cards and enve-
lopes. If we were to take a look at the
plastic wrapping around our gifts, most
of it (I’ll admit not all) has the recycling
symbol and numbers 1 or 2 inside it. This
too can and be should be recycled.

Remember, plastic comes from oil.
Recycle our plastic and maybe we can
reduce our oil use, dependency, cost and

carbon imprint!
In these days when we taxpayers con-

tinue to complain about high taxes, and
we pay for our garbage by weight and
volume, I urge all of us to try to remember
that the two thoughts go together. If we
reduce the amount of garbage we gener-
ate, we pay less for it in our taxes. We also
become more environmentally respon-
sible and caring citizens.

Let’s see if we can all increase our
recycling piles after Christmas this year
instead of our garbage piles. Save a tree!
And make it an annual habit! Merry Christ-
mas to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Merry Christmas And Seasons Greetings

See more letters
on page 6

“The first time I saw Santa Claus,”
Ho and Honey Corbin, Spokane

Chair of County Utilities Authority
Comments on Trash Contracts

Under the lease extension terms, there
will also be an immediate rate reduction
in the disposal fee providing relief to all
Union County residents. As per your edi-
torial, the Borough of Garwood already
delivers its required tonnage to the UCRF,
and no municipality has ever paid a pen-
alty for under-delivery — in fact it has
been the opposite — many towns have
exceeded the tonnage limits that they
have.

Further, in the event of under-delivery
(which has never happened), tonnage from
other towns that over-deliver may be

used as an off-set. Finally, we have also
included an option for contracted munici-
palities to increase tonnage on a volun-
tary basis.

As some of you may recall more than
a decade ago, the County of Union took
the lead In restructuring the Resource
Recovery Facility, completely turning
around what was a bankruptcy situation
into millions in waste disposal savings.
We achieved this by contracting with 14
municipalities that had the foresight to
sign contracts for waste disposal.

Our current plan presents yet another
such scenario, where we will be able to
extract savings from this facility through
a lease extension with Covanta, its opera-
tor. The Union County Utilities Author-
ity will continue to own the facility, with
Covanta holding the lease, and we have
included protection clauses in our con-
tract.

What’s best is that our plan would
provide tax relief while guaranteeing that
our municipalities maintain low disposal
rates, currently among the lowest in the
region.

John Kulish, Chairman
Union County Utilities Authority

Thank You for The
Season Beauty

I keep meaning to write this letter – on
my way to train station, I drive down
Central Avenue under the railroad bridge
twice each day. That ride has been made
so pleasant due to the beautiful decora-
tions on the wrought iron fences.

I assume it’s the DWC, Downtown
Westfield Corp., that has put the effort
into it. The summer flowers in baskets
were so beautiful and now the pine
branches with silver bows – I just want to
say “thank you” for taking the time. It’s
been noticed!

Gwen Kealy
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

 

 

 

 
  
   

     
   

 


