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I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time ago,
Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonderment,
warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was on my
mind. I thought I’d been good most of the year and that
Santa would be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’ window
with the foul ball that it was an accident. I was sure Santa
would also understand that when we heard the shattering
glass, there was a moment of panic. Yes, we all ran and
even thought we’d get away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that broken window before we
even got home. A stern lecture and direct orders to go over
to Mr. Jones and confess that I did it – that’s what I got. Mr.
Jones tried to be very stern and asked if I’d rake and weed
his garden to help pay for it. I did. He then thanked me for
owning up and asked that I be more careful next time. I
think he even smiled, now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because Santa did
get me the Lionel train that I had so longed for. And next
year I got the red Western Flyer bicycle.

Christmas then was also such a happy time of the year
– everyone smiled and wished all a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year. For a moment at least, there was
“Peace on Earth and Goodwill Towards Men.”

I didn’t understand political correctness back then. The
only thing I believed was that “Merry Christmas” was the
warmest possible greeting that one person could give to
another. It was only pure good in the intent.

Well, after all those years, I might have broken a few
other windows since – but I always owned up. I tried to be
careful, Mr. Jones. And thank you Santa for understand-
ing. I still think it’s okay to say “Merry Christmas.”

In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone – and
Happy New Year!
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Diction Deception

’Twas the Night Before Christmas,
Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas

Major Henry Livingston, Jr. (1748-1828)

’Twas the night before Christmas,
when all through the house, Not a
creature was stirring, not even a
mouse; The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care, In hopes that
St. Nicholas soon would be there;

The children were nestled all snug
in their beds, While visions of sugar-
plums danced in their heads; And
mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I
in my cap, Had just settled
down for a long winter’s nap,

When out on the lawn
there arose such a clatter, I
sprang from the bed to see
what was the matter. Away
to the window I flew like
a flash, Tore open the shut-
ters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast
of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects
below; When, what to my wondering
eyes should appear, But a miniature
sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and
quick, I knew in a moment it must be
St. Nick. More rapid than eagles his
coursers they came, And he whistled,
and shouted, and called them by name;

“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now,
Prancer and Vixen! On, Comet! on
Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen! To
the top of the porch! To the top of the
wall! Now dash away! Dash away!
Dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild
hurricane fly, When they meet with
an obstacle, mount to the sky, So up to
the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St.
Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on

the roof The prancing and pawing of
each little hoof. As I drew in my hand,
and was turning around, Down the
chimney St. Nicholas came with a
bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his
head to his foot, And his clothes were
all tarnished with ashes and soot; A

bundle of toys he had flung on his
back, And he looked like a ped-

dler just opening his pack.
His eyes — how they

twinkled! His dimples how
merry! His cheeks were like
roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was
drawn up like a bow, And
the beard of his chin was
as white as the snow;

The stump of a pipe he
held tight in his teeth, And

the smoke it encircled his
head like a wreath; He had a broad
face and a little round belly, That
shook, when he laughed like a bowl-
ful of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right
jolly old elf, And I laughed when I
saw him, in spite of myself; A wink of
his eye and a twist of his head, Soon
gave me to know I had nothing to
dread;

He spoke not a word, but went
straight to his work, And filled all the
stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his
nose, And giving a nod, up the chim-
ney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team
gave a whistle, And away they all
flew like the down of a thistle. But I
heard him exclaim, ere he drove out
of sight, “Happy Christmas to all, and
to all a good-night!”

Seasons Greetings to all of you from the Audio Visual team at
WestfieldAV.com! James Rossiter jimr@westfieldav.com

Best wishes for a very happy holiday season from the writing and reporting
staff at Ivy League Communications. Ted Ritter tritter@njtpa.org

Merry Christmas/ Happy Chanukah and Happy New Year to the
readership of our newspaper. Thanks for keeping the pressure on us to
remain trustworthy and keep others honest. Someone has to! Michael
Pollack ae@goleader.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all my friends here at The
Leader/Times! Suzette Stalker community@goleader.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Ciarrocca family. Mark
Ciarrocca markciarrocca@comcast.net

God blessing to all of you regardless of your religion. Remember that this
season is about the spirit and good will towards all men, regardless of where
you worship. Michael Boyle mboyle@icinj.com

May you have a Blessed Christmas and Happy Holidays from the Staff and
Residents at Fellowship Village Senior Living, Basking Ridge. Enjoy! Nina
Updegrove nupdegrove@fellowshipvillage.org

Joy and blessings from The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year. The Presbyterian Church info@westfieldpc.org

Wishing all of our friends in Westfield a very Happy, Healthy and Prosper-
ous Holiday and 2011. The Slater-Trainor Group at UBS Financial Services,
Westfield. Mitchell Slater mitch.slater@ubs.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our friends and neighbors! We
wish you a peaceful and prosperous 2011. Frank Smith and staff: Betty, Joyce
and Dick Francis Smith frank@franksmithlaw.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from our “Good Hands” to yours!
Your friends at Ron Bansky and Associates Allstate Agency wish you all the
best this season. We look forward to serving you in 2011. Ron Bansky
RonBansky@allstate.com

Happy Holidays to you and your family from all of your friends at
ShopRite! Greg Bernard Greg.Bernard@wakefern.com

Be light of heart, bountiful in friends, swift to give and humble to
receive and may you bask in the glow of a healthy family during this most
wonderful time of year. 16 Prospect wine bar & bistro. Timothy Boyle
wychwoodcatering@aol.com

Best wishes to you and your family for a Happy and Healthy New Year from
all of your friends at Bellini Baby and Teen Furniture. Bellini Baby and Teen
Furniture of Short Hills. bellinishservice@verizon.net

All of us at Taormina Ristorante joins in saying Thank You and sends holiday
greetings with every good wish for the new year. Donna Taormina
dmtaormina@yahoo.com

Adlers Jewelers wishes all a happy holiday season. Jeffrey Arkin
adlers.jewelers@verizon.net

The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in North Edison, Central Jersey’s finest
independent Pre-K to 12 school wishes you a warm and wonderful holiday
season! Check us out on the web at www.whschool.org! Michelle Daino
michelle.daino@gmail.com

We Wish You a Merry Christmas & healthy New Year. We, as Voted the #1
Meat Market in the State of New Jersey, Thank You! We treat you like our
family. Johns Meat Market Serving the area since 1939 over 71 years! Vincent
Losavio primemeat02@aol.com

Wishes of Peace, Love & Good Will to all from the Friends of Mindowaskin
Park. Are you part of our Memory Walk project yet? Take a stroll there this
holiday season. It makes a great gift for any Westfield Family! Debby Burslem
info@mindowaskinpark.org

Happy Holidays! Michael Serico, CPA. Michael Serico
michael@sdcpanj.com

Christmas Blessings from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.
Join us to celebrate Christmas Eve at 4:00 p.m. (Christmas Pageant) or
10:00 p.m.(brass instrumentalists.) Additional information available at
www.stpaulswestfield.org St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

cbanks@stpaulswestfield.org

Calderone School of Music wishes all a Merry Christmas and Happy
Holidays to all! May the New Year be filled with wonderful things - good
health and happiness! May your hearts be filled with the Joy of Music!
Kathleen Calderone calderonemusic@optonline.net

All of us from The Westfield School of Dance wish you and your families
a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous, healthy and Happy New Year!
Joanne Carey westfieldschoolofdance@yahoo.com

May your Christmas find all well, healthy and happy. And may the New
Year find a better year for us all. Greg Ryan gryan@goleader.com

Merry Christmas!! To all!!! Tucker Corbin bcorbin@goleader.com

Best Wishes for a Wonderful Holiday and Very Happy New Year from
Councilman Keith Loughlin keith.loughlin@gmail.com

We at Daunno Development Company would like to thank all of our clients
for another prosperous year! Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year! Rudy
Daunno rudy3@daunnodevelopment.com

Wishing you and your families joy as you celebrate the Traditions of the
Season! Thank you for you support throughout the seasons! Westfield Kitchen
& Bath Co. 232-3500 John Tyahla john@westfieldkitchenandbath.com

Our favorite job this season is helping pack all of Santa’s goodies and
get them shipped to children around the world. Greetings from Boxer
Express. Thomas Pizor boxerexpress@verizon.net

Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. From your Good Neighbor State Farm agent Joe Lorenzo and staff:
Lily, Ann, Judy and Dina. Joe Lorenzo joe@josephlorenzo.com

Wishing you All a Joyous Holiday Season and a New Year of Good Health,
Happiness and Prosperity. With Sincere Best Wishes. Irene Katz
irenekatz@aol.com

A Contagious Drama Workshop wish...that everyone’s creative spirit can
rejoice this season and always! Peace, love and great joy for the new year! Beth
Painter contagiousdrama@yahoo.com

May everyone have a great holiday season! Frank Arena farena@juniper.net

The staff of the Carolyn Klinger-Kueter Music Studio wishes all a delightful
Holiday Season and The Happiest of New Years. Carolyn Klinger Kueter
carolynklingerkueter@mac.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the younger Kearney family of
East Westfield! Vincent Kearney njvinnie@aol.com

Thanks for all your support to our historic downtown! Downtown
Westfield Corporation. Beth Brenner b.brenner@westfieldtoday.com

DECK THE HALLS WITH BOUGHS OF HOLLY

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your friends at Michael Kohn
Jewelers. Lester Kohn lak@mkohnjewelers.net

The families and friends of Wesley Hall School for Early Childhood located
at the First United Methodist Church in Westfield, wish you and yours a Very
Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year! Patricia Fowler
director@wesleyhall.org

Happy Holidays to all of my family, friends and clients that make life so
enjoyable!!! John Wiley john.wiley@cbmoves.com

Wishing you a world of good wishes this holiday season! From your friends
at The Goddard School. Tracy Brace fanwoodnj@goddardschools.com

The First Congregational Church of Westfield wishes you and yours a
blessed Christmas. We wish all our brothers and sisters, regardless of faith, the
peace and love that Jesus taught and lived in 2011 and beyond. First Congre-
gational Church jaruzelski@aol.com

Happy Holidays and Peace on Earth from Ed, Bill and all the farmhands at
The Farmhouse Store. We Love Westfield! The Farmhouse Store. Ed Menapace
ed@thefarmhousestore.com

To all our dear friends - Thanks for the memories - We look forward to
a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year. We love calling Westfield our
home. John, Carol and Robin Lepore Noga3@verizon.net

The Arc of Union County would not have seen such success without
your unwavering support. Thank You for helping us to raise over $200,000
in 2010! Have a wonderful Holiday Season and a very Happy New Year.

Debbie Dreher ddreher@arcunion.org

Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery wishes all a Happy Holiday and best wishes for a
happy New Year. Excitement in 2011, watch our progress as we expand our
gallery. Jaclyn Civins framer397@aol.com

Elegant Homes Realty would like to thank the residents who live at The
Savannah. Thank you for the wonderful letters expressing your happiness with
your new home. Happy Holidays! Eileen Ward-Conway & Josie Ward-
Gallagher 908-233-5900 eleganthomesnj@aol.com

Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah to all of our Westfield friends! The
Ward Family wishes you and your family a Healthy and Happy New Year from
The James Ward Mansion. Josie Ward-Gallagher jameswardmansion@aol.com

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from Dr. Sunita Merriman and staff.
We sincerely thank our patients for their continued trust in our practice.
Wishing the community a happy and healthy 2011! Sunita Merriman DDS
dbivens@optonline.net

Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season....from all of us at
Gialluisi Homes 908 294 2128 Peter Gialluisi gialluisihomes@yahoo.com

Happy Holidays! Sleep well and enjoy time with family and friends. From
your friends at The Mattress Factory. Ron Shovlin mattressfac@aol.com

Best wishes to all our “neighbors” for a very Merry Christmas and a happy
and healthy New Year! Christine Cosenza and her team at State Farm
Insurance. Christine Cosenza christine@christinecosenza.net

The Club at Autumn Ridge by Millennium Homes wishes you Happy
Holidays! Lisa Macchi lmacchi@mhomesonline.com

The Theater Project, Union County College’s Professional Theater
Company, sends Season’s Greetings to our loyal supporters. Thanks for
your continued support of our uniquely intimate, high-quality and
affordable live theatrical offerings. David Neal
theaterprojectpr@gmail.com

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Gyneconitis – A place or apartment

reserve for women
2. Saurophagous – Subsisting on liz-

ards
3. Isopiestic – Indicating equal pres-

sure
4. Kopje – A hill with a steep side and

a flat top

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZADDICK
1. In Judaism, a righteous and just man
2. An arrow or arrowhead
3. A type of sweet onion
4. A water wheel with buckets

CHEONGSAM
1. A Chinese warlord of the seventh

through tenth century
2. Chinese high-necked, closefitting

dress with the skirt part way up the sides
3. A Chinese playwright
4. A Chinese saber of the Han Dynasty

ABDAL
1. A carpet maker
2. An Arabic street vender
3. A Mohammedan fanatic
4. An Islamic cleric

POMOLOGY
1. The study of the various types of soil
2. The art or science of raising fruit
3. The study of widespread epidemics

of catastrophic proportions
4. The art of fermenting flowers or

grasses to produce wine or liqueur


