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THINKING OF THOSE LESS FORTUNATE...Members of the Union Catholic
High School Student Council collected 30 baskets of food and 30 turkeys from
fellow students, faculty and staff during their annual Thanksgiving Food Drive.
The baskets and turkeys were donated to Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in
Scotch Plains for distribution to needy families in time for the Thanksgiving
holiday. Pictured are members of the Union Catholic Student Council.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

Recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of

White Collar Criminal Defense

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

Vote Prevented Massive
Tax Increase on Jan. 1

The House of Representatives, this
past week, passed a measure, 277-
148, to prevent a massive, job-killing
tax hike from kicking in on January 1
– bringing some much-needed eco-
nomic certainty to our economy.

Prior to the vote, I gave the follow-
ing speech on the floor of the U.S.
House of Representatives:

“Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of
the underlying bill that ensures that
taxes will rise on no one in America
on New Year’s Day, 15 days from
now. What a terrible New Year’s
present that would be to the Ameri-
can people.

“This bill creates greater certainty
in the business community so that
businesses across America can create
the jobs this country so desperately
needs, especially given our current
9.8-[percent] unemployment rate. New
jobs will lower our annual deficits.

“Almost 85 percent of this bill pro-
vides tax relief, including preventing
the job-killing tax hikes; enacting the
AMT patch — extremely important
to the district I serve and to New
Jersey as a whole; and reducing the
federal estate tax from the scheduled
55 percent rate on January 1 down to
35 percent — also extremely impor-
tant to New Jersey, where residential
real estate is so expensive.

“This bill has been endorsed by
leading conservatives, including our
new reform Governor in New Jersey,
Chris Christie. It will give us time in
the new Congress to enact funda-

mental reform, including deficit re-
duction, a permanent extension of
existing tax rates and the elimination
of the federal estate tax.”

On another matter, this past week,
the U.S. Senate Republicans forced
Senate Leader Harry Reid to with-
draw the 1,924-page, $1.1-trillion
omnibus-spending bill containing
nearly 7,000 earmarks.

I commend the U.S. Senate Re-
publican leadership for holding the
line on fiscal responsibility. The ‘om-
nibus’ catch-all spending measure was
filled with pork and bad policy that
no elected official had either read or
examined. I applaud those who op-
posed and ultimately defeated this
misguided measure.

According to press reports, the
Senate proposal was a 1,924 pages
spending bill that would have cost
$1.1 trillion ($575 million per
page) and included nearly 7,000
earmarks.

The American people sent a mes-
sage in November that they wanted
their elected officials to cut spending
and enact measures to expand our
economy and create jobs. Yet, despite
the Election Day results, lame-duck
Democratic congressional leaders
continue to put forth policies that tax,
borrow and spend. Rest assured, U.S.
Senate Republicans and the new
House Republican Majority are lis-
tening and are committed to bringing
fiscal responsibility to Washington
beginning in January.

SP-F BOE Discusses Upcoming
Repairs for District’s Schools

By AILEEN DRUM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation meeting last Thursday night,
the board discussed repairs to be made
in all of the district’s seven schools.

Starting with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, the board said
plans include replacing fire doors for
safety measures, asbestos removal and
drainage work at the school’s practice
football field. Officials said minor
renovations and maintenance work
would be completed at Park Middle
School over the next three years. In
addition, repairs and painting will take
place at Terrill Middle School.

Officials said the district’s four el-
ementary schools would also undergo

repairs. Asbestos removal will take
place at Brunner, with handicapped-
accessible improvements made at
Coles. New lights and drop ceilings
will be completed.

Maintenance work will be com-
pleted on lockers at the middle schools
and the high school. The work will be
completed by the district’s mainte-
nance staff as well as outside con-
tractors. Funds for the work will come
out the current and 2011-2012 bud-
gets along with monies from capital
and maintenance reserves.

Locker and hallway improvements
were budgeted for in the 2010-2011
budget, while asbestos removal will
be done next year.

In other news, the district’s 2011-
2012 academic calendar has been
posted on the spfk12.org website.
The dates for Back to School night
and parent-teacher conferences are
listed. The Creative Summer Work-
shop courses will be sent out to par-
ents electronically.

New Social Security Tax Withholding
Takes Effect In January, IRS Says

MOUNTAINSIDE –¯  The IRS
has released instructions to help em-
ployers implement the 2011 cut in
payroll taxes, along with new income-
tax withholding tables that employ-
ers will use during 2011.

Workers will see their take-home
pay rise during 2011 because the Tax
Relief, Unemployment Insurance
Reauthorization, and Job Creation
Act Of 2010 provides a 2-percent-
age-point-payroll-tax cut for employ-
ees, reducing their Social Security
tax withholding rate from 6.2 to 4.2
percent of wages paid.

The IRS said employers should
start using the new withholding tables
and reducing the amount of Social Se-
curity tax no later than January 31,
2011. Notice 1036 contains the per-

centage method income tax withhold-
ing tables, the lower Social Security
withholding rate, and related informa-
tion that most employers need to imple-
ment these changes. Publication 15,
(Circular E), Employer’s Tax Guide,
containing the extensive wage bracket
tables that some employers use, will be
available on IRS.gov in a few days.

For any Social Security tax over
withheld during January, employers
should make an offsetting adjust-
ment in workers’ pay as soon as
possible, but not later than March
31, 2011. Employers and payroll
companies will handle the withhold-
ing changes, so workers typically
won’t need to take any additional
action, such as filling out a new W-
4 withholding form.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Sean Downey Named
New Director for Dems

TRENTON – The New Jersey
Democratic State Committee has
named Sean Downey as its new ex-
ecutive director. He will take over
the helm at the state committee on
January 3.

“He will direct our day-to-day ef-
forts to build a more grassroots fo-
cused organization, coordinating
with county and municipal parties,
constituency groups, civic organi-
zation and elected officials to
strengthen our party from the base
up,” New Jersey Democratic State
Committee Chairman John
Wisniewski said.

Mr. Downey, who was raised in
Long Valley, was most recently se-
nior political and field advisor on
New Hampshire Governor John
Lynch’s successful campaign for a
fourth term. Mr. Downey previously
served as northeast political director
for U.S. Senator Evan Bayh’s All-
America PAC and as New Hamp-
shire political director for the Chris
Dodd for President campaign. Mr.
Downey also worked in the United
States Senate, serving as deputy
scheduler to U.S. Senator Joseph
Lieberman.

Scotch Plains Council Bids
Farewell to Bratti, Strauss

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its final
meeting of the year, the township
council on Tuesday bade farewell to
two council members who were un-
successful in their re-election bids.

Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti and
Councilman Jeff Strauss were lauded
by Mayor Nancy Malool, who said
both had “contributed greatly” to
council deliberations as well as
brought “new perspectives.”

“I always valued what they’ve
done,” she added. Mr. Strauss, elected
four years ago as a Democrat, and
Mr. Bratti, elected last year as a Re-
publican, both bucked their parties
this year, unsuccessfully seeking re-
election as Independents.

Councilwoman Mary DePaola told
both gentlemen it had been “a real
pleasure” serving with them, and
joked that she hoped both will “enjoy
having free Tuesday nights.”

In brief remarks, Mr. Strauss said it
had been “an honor and a privilege”
to serve and expressed well wishes to
the two incoming council members,
Republican William Vastine and
Democrat Michael Marcus. Mr. Bratti
echoed Mr. Strauss, saying he was
“very grateful for the opportunity” to
serve, and singled out as a “real privi-
lege” his work as liaison with Scotch
Plains Television.

The council’s reorganization meet-

ing will be held on Saturday, January
1, at 1 p.m., during which Mr. Vastine
and Mr. Marcus will be sworn in to
their four-year terms while Demo-
cratic Councilman Kevin Glover will
begin his second term.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Chris Marion said the third and
final round of leaf collection would
likely be completed by week’s end.
The council also approved a $143,976
bid from Giordano Co., Inc. to pro-
vide recycling services in 2011.

The one-year contract includes an
option for two additional years, ac-
cording to Mr. Marion, who also in-
jected a bit of levity and team
boosterism by citing, as item number
five of his six-point manager’s report,
the Philadelphia Eagles’ late game
rally against the Giants last Sunday. In
moving for the manager’s report’s
approval, Councilman Strauss specifi-
cally asked his council colleagues to
approve the report, but not before strik-
ing any mention of the football game.

Later, in response to a question from
resident Frank Festa, Mayor Malool
said she had “no idea” about an inves-
tigation that Mr. Festa said was being
planned by Councilman Glover into
the finances of the senior-citizen hous-
ing corporation, which experienced
financial difficulties that necessitated
municipal assistance.

Mr. Glover was not present at
Tuesday’s meeting.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FAREWELL...Scotch Plains Deputy mayor Dominick Bratti, left, and Council-
man Jeffrey Strauss, center, bade farewell at Tuesday night’s Scotch Plains
council meeting. Mr. Bratti was appointed in January 2009 and won a special
election a year ago to fill out the remaining year of an unexpired term, while Mr.
Strauss was elected to a four-year term in 2006. Both gentlemen ran for re-election
last month as independents but were defeated.


