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AT THE COURTHOUSE...The Union County Courthouse rotunda is adorned
with a blue spruce tree donated by Linda and Janet Somers in memory of their
father, Richard Somers, a long-time resident of Union.  A crew from the Union
County Shade Tree Bureau cut the tree and loaded it onto a flatbed truck.  The
public is invited to view the tree on weekdays until it is removed New Year’s Day.
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4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
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ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL...A driver of a caravan fell asleep at the wheel and
struck seven parked cars on Central Avenue on Sunday afternoon, according to
police. The driver had to be cut out of the vehicle by the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment. According to police, the Westfield Rescue Squad at the scene treated the
driver, his wife and two small children. Central Avenue was closed for over 90
minutes for crews to clean up the busy thoroughfare.

Dr. Mira Stotland Joins Team
At Advanced Dermatology

Mira Stotland

WESTFIELD – Advanced Derma-
tology, Mohs and Laser Surgery Cen-
ter is pleased to announce the arrival
of Dr. Mira Stotland. Dr Stotland is a
board certified dermatologist who
specializes in general dermatology
for adults and children, skin cancer
and cosmetic dermatology. She has
received extensive training in laser
treatments for hair removal, acne and
scars, chemical peels, Botox treat-
ments and filler injec-
tions including
Restylane and Juvederm.

After completing her
undergraduate education
at the University of Penn-
sylvania, Dr. Stotland
graduated summa cum
laude from the State Uni-
versity of New York
(SUNY), Downstate
Medical Center, in
Brooklyn. She com-
pleted her internal medi-
cine internship at St.
Vincent’s Medical Center in New York
and then returned to SUNY Down-
state to complete her residency in
dermatology, where she was named
Chief Resident in Dermatology in
her final year of training.

Dr. Stotland has published on vari-
ous topics including acne treatments,
sunscreen safety and laser treatments.
She is an active member of the Ameri-
can Academy of Dermatology and of
Alpha Omega Alpha, the prestigious
national medical honor society.

She joins the practice of Dr.
Sabatino Ciatti, Dr. Susan McFalls
and Rachel Cittone, P.A.-C. Dr. Ciatti

is a board certified dermatologist and
fellowship trained Mohs Surgeon who
specializes in the removal of skin
cancer, plastic reconstructions, der-
matologic surgery, laser procedures
and cosmetic dermatology. Dr.
McFalls is a board certified derma-
tologist specializing in general der-
matology for adults and adolescents.
Rachel Cittone, P.A.-C is a certified
Physician Assistant who specializes

in dermatology.
Advanced Dermatol-

ogy, Mohs and Laser
Surgery Center is a com-
prehensive dermatology
center providing patients
with a wide range of
medical and cosmetic
services. Apart from skin
screenings, general der-
matology and surgical
dermatology, we offer
laser treatments for hair
removal, acne, nail fun-
gus, tattoo removal, spi-

der veins and broken blood vessels,
dark and age spots. We perform
chemical peels, microdermabrasion,
Botox and Dysport and dermal fillers
like Restylane and Juvederm.

Our practice offers extended hours
on Tuesday evenings, Thursday eve-
nings and Saturday mornings. We
participate with Medicare and many
other insurance plans. Our office is
located at 240 East Grove Street in
Westfield, N.J. Call today to sched-
ule an appointment: (908) 232-6446.
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Navy Seaman Recruit Erika Grausso
Of Scotch Plains Completes Training

Voters Approve $73 million
In School Construction

TRENTON — Voters approved
six of the eight school district bond
referendums on December 14 for a
total of $73.1 million in school con-
struction, the New Jersey School
Boards Association (NJSBA) has
reported.

A total of $194 million was on
the ballot. Of the total amount
approved, $25.2 million will
qualify for state funds, either
through one-time school-con-
struction grants, annual “debt ser-
vice aid” payments to school dis-
tricts, or other aid.

School boards may hold special
elections on five specific dates a year.
The next date on which a school
board may schedule a bond referen-
dum question is January 25.

Among those referendums that
passed were Buena Regional and
Somers Point in Atlantic County,
National Park and Woodbury Heights
in Gloucester County, and South River
and Woodbridge in Middlesex
County. Referendums iwere rejected
in Fort Lee,  Bergen County, and
Kingsway Regional in Gloucester
County.

According to NJSBA, the propor-
tion of construction proposals ap-

SCOTCH PLAINS — Navy Sea-
man Recruit Erika Grausso, the
daughter of Stanley Grausso, of
Scotch Plains, recently completed U.S.

Navy basic training at Recruit Train-
ing Command, Great Lakes, Ill. Dur-
ing the eight-week program, Erika
completed a variety of training, which
included classroom study and practi-
cal instruction on naval customs, first
aid, firefighting, water safety and sur-
vival, and shipboard and aircraft safety.

An emphasis was also placed on
physical fitness. The capstone event
of boot camp is “Battle Stations.”
This exercise gives recruits the skills
and confidence they need to succeed
in the fleet.

“Battle Stations” is designed to
galvanize the basic warrior attributes
of sacrifice, dedication, teamwork and
endurance in each recruit through the
practical application of basic Navy
skills and the core values of Honor,
Courage and Commitment. Its dis-
tinctly ‘’Navy’’ flavor was designed
to take into account what it means to
be a sailor.

Erika is a 2007 graduate of Scotch-
Plains-Fanwood High School.

proved by voters for all of 2010 comes
to 50 percent.  Overall, 17 of 34 bond
referendums were approved in the
five school-construction election
dates this year. The 50-percent suc-
cess rate for 2010 –  the lowest on
record since NJSBA began tracking
school-- construction proposals in
1998 – reflects voters’ reluctance to
take on additional debt during a strug-
gling economy. The highest success
rate was in 2003, when voters ap-
proved nearly 79 percent of school
construction proposals.

For 2010, a total of $832.11 mil-
lion in school construction was
proposed to voters. Only 26.3 per-
cent of that amount, $218.66 mil-
lion was approved. That figure is
also the lowest on record. The
highest level of school-construc-
tion spending took place in 2003,
when voters authorized $1.4 bil-
lion in school construction projects
– 84 percent of the proposed dol-
lar amount for that year, accord-
ing tothe NJSBA.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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LUNAR ECLIPSE... A total lunar eclipse occurred around 4 a.m. Tuesday. The
moon turned red, as the Earth's shadow passed over the moon. The eclipse
coincided with the winter solstice, an event that occurs once every 400 years.

Garwood BOE Recognizes
Students for Academics

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Board
of Education Tuesday night discussed
next year’s budget and recognized stu-
dents who excelled in academics.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley said
that the budget for next year will be
extremely tight, with no surplus left
over from this year’s budget.

“It will be a tough economic year for
Garwood school district,” Ms. Quigley
said, “but I have a motto: you do what
you can, where you are, with what you
have, and you can survive. Garwood
will survive; we have a great school.”

The multi-purpose room was filled
with students and their families, as
Board President Adele Lewis intro-
duced Ms. Quigley, who awarded the
students’ certificates.

“We love nothing more than to take
time to recognize our students for their
hard work and achievements,” Ms.
Quigley said.

Ms. Quigley has been at the school
for 21 years, and in the early 1990s she
was the basketball coach. “In the two
years that I coached, we only won one
game,” she laughed. “From time to
time, I still run into some of my old
players, and they ask me if I remember
that one game we won,” she said.

She mentioned that Matt Murphy
was now coaching both the boys and
girls basketball teams, and he was do-
ing a “great job” of it.

“I know I am going off on a tangent,”
she said, “but I really want to take a
moment to recognize our basketball
teams, who beat Winfield tonight, a
little while ago, in fact.”

Ms. Quigley pointed out that three of
the girls from the basketball team were
in attendance to be recognized for their
excellence in academics.

“It is one thing to do well in sports,
but it is another to do well in sports and
still maintain straight A’s, and you girls
should be proud of yourselves,” Ms.
Quigley said.

Ms. Quigley addressed the parents
by saying that she was so glad they take

the time to work with their children on
their academics. She encouraged them
to be both proud of their children and
also themselves.

“And if any of you want to give me
any tips, I welcome them, I have three
boys at home,” she laughed.

Students were called up to the front
of the meeting one by one to accept an
award for their commitment to aca-
demics. Some students had perfect
scores, while others maintained honor
roll.

Eighth grader Vanessa Rosky was
recognized for having a perfect score in
LAL (Language Arts). She was the
only student to receive a perfect score
in this section.

“It feels awesome to receive this
award and be recognized,” Vanessa said.

Her father said, “You’ll be reading
her stuff someday; she wants to be an
author, and she loves to read and write.”

Ms. Quigley announced that five stu-
dents earned perfect scores in math.

“We teach our students here at
Garwood to be lifelong learners and to
work toward their goals, and I have 14
out of 240 of my students with perfect
scores,” Ms. Quigley said.

Ms. Quigley noted the success of the
school’s “Pair-share” program, in which
older students meet with younger stu-
dents to read and do other activities.

“It’s kind of like a big brother, big
sister program. I have eighth graders
who read with third graders, and when
they see each other in the hall, they say
hello to one another. It’s really nice to
see the bonds that are made,” Ms.
Quigley said.

Christie, Dems Reach Accord
On Arbitration Reform

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie and legislative Democratic
leaders have reached a bipartisan
agreement last week on arbitration
reform, one of the critical elements of
his “tool kit” reforms to control prop-
erty tax hikes. Municipal unions, such
as those representing police and
firefighters, will be limited to 2-per-
cent increases when they enter arbi-
tration, a third-party negotiation that
helps facilitate settlements in the case
of an impasse. The state Assembly
passed the legislation on Monday by a
tally of 74-1. Assemblyman Charles
Mainor (LD-31, Jersey City), a detec-
tive in the Jersey City Police Depart-
ment, was the lone dissenting vote.

“We have shown that once again, by
putting the interests of New Jersey’s
hard-working men and women first,
we can achieve real, sustainable re-
form. Building on the first steps we
took to reduce property taxes with [a
2-percent cap on property-tax levies],
we are transforming the interest-arbi-
tration process and providing a long-
term solution that will help local gov-
ernments keep property taxes down
and costs under control,” Governor
Christie said. “Today’s agreement is a
positive step in that direction, but we
still have more work to do before the
end of the year.

According to a press release from
the governor’s office, the bipartisan
agreement on interest arbitration re-
quires that a 2-percent cap be applied
to all salary items, such as across-
the-board and cost-of-living in-
creases, step increment payments and
longevity pay. While pension and
health costs are exceptions, the Gov-
ernor has called for measures to mod-
ernize and improve the pension and
benefit system. Democrats have said
they will take up those discussions

next year.
The agreement creates a prohibi-

tion on allowing non-salary economic
issues to be arbitrated above the cap,
unless already included in an exist-
ing contract. The agreement also in-
cludes concrete deadlines to help
eliminate delays in the arbitration
process from contract negotiation to
the receipt of the actual award in an
effort to eliminate labor costs that
often mount when contact talks stall.

State Senator Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) praised
the arbitration-reform agreement. “By
working together, we have restored
balance to the arbitration process to
better control property taxes for middle-
class families,” he said. “Too many
families have reached a breaking point
with their ability to afford the costly
expenses of local government. With
this agreement, public employees and
taxpayers can continue to live, work
and raise their families in a state that is
more affordable for all. This is truly a
historic day for New Jersey.”

Under the reform, arbitrators would
have 45 days to make a ruling. Arbi-
trator pay would be capped at $1,000
per day and $7,500 per case. A task
force would examine the impact of
interest arbitration reform and the
effectiveness of the cap on restricting
municipal spending.

The law would take effect January
1, 2011 and expire April 1, 2014.

REJOICE, IT’S CHRISTMAS...St. Bartholomew Academy rejoiced in Christ-
mas earlier this month; family and friends were entertained by the St. Bartholomew
Academy’s instrumental band, choir and kindergarten through eighth-grade
students, as they performed traditional Christmas songs. The academy’s eighth-
grade students, pictured, re-enacted the nativity story. The evening concluded
with the entire congregation singing “Joy to the World.”

SANTA COMES TO FANWOOD...The Fanwood Fire Department gave Santa
a ride through town this weekend to help him deliver presents to the children.

REPORTERS NEEDED
We seek  community-minded,
writers. Must be able to meet
deadlines and take an active interest
in a regular beat. Great for stay-at-
home moms. E-mail to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES

Correction
A caption concerning a photo taken at

a Christmas celebration for children at
Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH)
Pediatric Medical Day Care Program in
Roselle Park incorrectly identified the
elf. Amy Jester, a volunteer from
Westfield, dressed as the elf. The
hospital’s president and chief executive
officer, Amy Mansue, does not appear
in the photo. We apologize for the error.


