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on flow rate.
Area elected officials had differing

views on whether or not legislation
introduced in Trenton to abolish the
state’s Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) and transfer most of its pow-
ers to the state planning commission
was the right approach.

State Senators Raymond Lesniak (D-
20, Union) and Christopher “Kip”
Bateman (R-16, Somerville) introduced
legislation to abolish COAH and re-
form procedures concerning the provi-
sion of affordable housing.

Reaction was swift to Governor
Christie’s plan to eliminate a $2.3-
billion budget hole by withholding $475
million in aid to 500 school districts,
while slashing $62 million in aid to
state colleges and universities and $32.7
million to NJ Transit.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) kicked
off his re-election campaign for a sec-
ond term.

RVSA Executive Director Michael
Brinker resigned due to health reasons.

MARCH
Westfield

Board of Education President Ginny
Leiz, Vice-President Julia Walker and
board member Richard Solomon were
joined by challengers Mitch Slater and
Susan Conover in filing for the April
school board election. Ms. Conover
dropped her candidacy a week later.

Town Council Finance Policy Com-
mittee Chairman Mark Ciarrocca said
three full-time custodians at town hall
had left for various reasons. He said
those positions would not be refilled.

The town announced it was consoli-
dating its Human Services Department
with the Union County Division of
Social Services. Long-time director of
human services, Lillian Corsi, eventu-
ally retired from the $91,000 position.
Ms. Corsi, 62, was arrested in the park-
ing lot of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing and charged with driving under the
influence (DWI), subsequent to the
investigation of a motor-vehicle acci-
dent.

The board of education ratified a
three-year contract with the teachers’
union – the Westfield Education Asso-
ciation (WEA) – by a vote of 8-0-1. The
new contract gave teachers pay in-
creases of 3.9 percent for each of the
next three years (12.2 percent total
compounded.) School officials said the
contract included a reduction in health
insurance costs of $977,498.

Business Administrator Robert
Berman said salaries would rise $1.9
million to $53,219,586, with health
insurance (including prescriptions and
dental) dropping slightly by $173,647
from $13,147,500 to $12,973,853 for a
total salaries/benefits of $66,193,439,
accounting for 70 percent of the pro-
posed $93-million budget.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan announced that Westfield’s state
aid had been slashed by $4,250,000,
representing a 92-percent cut. The BOE
approved a tentative 2010-2011 budget
of $88.75 million. To create more rev-
enue, a student-activity fee would be
implemented to generate $125,000 in
funding.

Mayor Skibitsky said the town’s state
aid had been cut by $941,000.

Scotch Plains
Following a battle with some mem-

bers of the township council and Mayor
Malool, the Scotch Plains Manage-
ment Corp. (SPMC) announced that
FirsTEAM Management would serve
as SPMC manager and Lisa Schiller as
program coordinator instead of having
two co-managers.

Five SPMC board members, includ-
ing Chairman Jim Watson, resigned
from the 13-member board after coun-
cil members and the mayor questioned
the size of the board.

Board of Education incumbents
Nancy Bauer and David Gorbunoff of
Scotch Plains were unchallenged in
their quest for second terms. Jeffrey
Lehrer was installed as the new town-
ship attorney after the township coun-

cil approved his appointment by a 3-1
vote, with Deputy Mayor Dominick
Bratti abstaining and Councilman Jeff
Strauss casting the dissenting vote.

The zoning board of adjustment held
the first hearing on an application by T-
Mobile and Verizon Wireless to install
a cellular antenna tower in Hillside
Cemetery. The proposed 125-foot-high
monopole would house nine T-Mobile
antennas at the 118-foot level and 12
Verizon antennas 10 feet lower.

The BOE adopted a tentative school
budget of $80,958,048 for 2010-2011,
with a tax levy of $74,967,662. The
budget followed a $3,847,136 cut in
state aid, or 84 percent, over 2009.

During a discussion of the BOE base-
ball-field project, a parent said the field
was unplayable and that Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony Del Sordi had not
contacted any athletic personnel re-
garding the project and its timeline. Mr.
Del Sordi said Assistant Principal of
Athletics Rob Harmer had been “in-
volved since day one,” to which Mr.
Harmer called out from the back of the
room, he “couldn’t listen to this any-
more,” saying he was not consulted
about the project.

Fanwood
Fanwood BOE incumbent Amy

Winkler faced challenges from Michael
Lewis and Christopher Pflaum. Incum-
bent Rob O’Connor was unchallenged
for the one-year unexpired Fanwood
seat.

The borough council approved a reso-
lution setting a $100 commercial sewer
rate for local businesses for up to 80,000
gallons of water used instead of the
current 90,000 gallons. The council
had considered increasing the rate to
$150.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council discussed a draft procla-
mation to have Fanwood participate in
Earth Hour later in the month. Repub-
lican Councilman Robert Manduca
authored a letter alluding that the proc-
lamation came from Democratic Mayor
Mahr’s office and was part of a state-
wide political campaign to set the stage
for increasing gasoline and electricity
taxes.

Mayor Mahr said she was, “very
concerned with how this issue…has
actually resulted in attacks on my char-
acter; I cannot allow that to go un-
checked,” to which Mr. Manduca asked,
“I don’t get to respond to your theater
crap?” “No,” Mayor Mahr replied.

Garwood
Board of Education incumbents Su-

san Groning and John Sullivan filed for
re-election along with newcomers Tho-
mas Evelina and Brendan McDermott
in a race for three available board seats.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy announced
that he had met with members of the
consultant team for a possible train
station and development project.

Councilman Jonathan Linken an-
nounced that testing samples taken at
the proposed site of the athletic com-
plex showed elevated levels of a banned
pesticide in the southwest area, and
contaminated “historic fill” in the park-
ing lot area and south of the baseball
field.

The Westfield Senior Citizens Hous-
ing Corporation announced plans to
build a 72-unit apartment complex for
people age 62 and over on the former
St. Anne’s School property.

Mountainside
Incumbent Board of Education mem-

ber Carmine Venes filed for reelection
to the school board. Also filing were
Lauren Elmblad, James Ruban, Jr.,
Marilyn Atlas-Berney and Christopher
Minks. Incumbents Gene Nagel and
Raymond Hagel did not seek reelec-
tion.

The BOE presented a $14.2 million
budget for the 2010-2011 school year,
$13.1 million of which would be raised
through local property taxes, an in-
crease of $171 for the average assessed
home in the borough. The district’s aid
was slashed by $722,000, leaving
$38,000 for this year. The school dis-

trict also faced an increase of $665,938
in tuition charges for sending students
to Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights.

County
Union County Freeholder Chairman

Dan Sullivan announced that the troop
program for young horse riders at the
Watchung Stable in Mountainside
would stay at least through 2010. The
stable ran at a $700,000 deficit in 2009.

John Bury of Kenilworth said a bud-
get panel for the Union County Watch-
dog Association, which he chaired,
questioned $5.8 million in expendi-
tures of the $469-million county ex-
ecutive budget. Among them was
$200,000 in lobbying costs and
$250,000 in legal fees.

Officials announced that Union
County would see cuts of $12 million
in state funding in this year’s budget.

Region
The Cranford Township Committee

passed a resolution requesting the state
establish municipal service fees that
would be paid to a municipality by
students attending colleges and univer-
sities – such as Union County College
– that would offset local costs for vari-
ous services used by the college and its
students [such as police and fire ser-
vices.]

Cranford Commissioner Mark
Dugan said state aid to the municipality
was cut by 20.4 percent, or $746,000,
to $2.9 million this year.

At a forum, State Education Com-
missioner Bret Schundler said it would
be “very difficult” for the state to keep
school aid flat, as the state was faced
with having to cut the overall state
budget by $2 billion. Governor Christie
later announced that, in an effort to
reduce $11 billion in state debt, he
would slash $820 million in school aid.

The Union County College (UCC)
Board of Governors and Board of Trust-
ees announced the closure of the Sperry
Observatory on UCC’s Cranford cam-
pus in order to use the facility for
additional classroom space.

Citing a looming $300-million bud-
get deficit for the coming fiscal year,
NJ Transit announced plans to increase
fares by 25 percent system-wide and
trim service.

APRIL
Westfield

Following the announcement in
March of a $941,000 cut in state aid,
Westfield continued to look for ways to
compensate for that loss. Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca, chairman of the gov-
erning body’s Finance Policy Commit-
tee, said officials would look at “all
appropriations” and would have to
“partner the best we can with our bar-
gaining units.” The committee also re-
viewed multiple cost-cutting options,
including decreasing overtime for Pub-
lic Works employees, eliminating cross-
ing-guard positions and increasing vari-
ous parking revenues by raising com-
muter-parking and on-street parking
fees.

The planning board approved the
expansion of Cosimo’s Family Restau-
rant on East Broad Street and construc-
tion of a new three-story building on
Central Avenue that would house retail
or commercial space on the first floor
and apartments on the second and third
floors.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan announced the receipt of
Westfield High School Athletic Direc-
tor Edward Tranchina’s retirement no-
tice. Sandy Mamary subsequently suc-
ceeded Mr.
Tranchina when
she was named su-
pervisor of athlet-
ics.

Westfield voters
passed an $81.4-
million school tax
levy, with tallies of
3,461 to 3,114. Ad-
ditionally, incum-
bents Julia Walker
and Ginny Leiz,
along with new-
comer Mitch Slater,
were elected to the
board of education. Mr. Slater won the
seat held by three-term incumbent Ri-
chard Solomon, who lost his reelection
bid.

Scotch Plains
Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta con-

firmed that a total of four cellular tele-
phone providers – including T-Mobile,
Vertical Solutions, AT&T and Verizon
– had expressed interest in erecting a
new monopole on municipal building
property.

Park Middle School PTA President
Maggie Savoca resigned over what she
perceived as intimidation by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA) following comments she had
made regarding teacher contract nego-
tiations and the school budget. In a
letter, the SPFEA argued that these
comments had failed to respect the
contributions of teachers in educating
district students.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood residents
defeated a $75-million tax levy to sup-
port an $81-million school budget by a
vote of 3,210 to 2,512. Scotch Plains
incumbents Nancy Bauer and David
Gorbunoff were unopposed in their
reelection bids for the board of educa-
tion.

With a 4-1 vote, the township coun-
cil formally set 2010 sewer fee rates,
which called for all properties – com-
mercial and residential – to be charged
in a similar manner.

Approximately 115 community
members attended the April 29 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting, expressing strong support for
the re-hiring of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s Assistant Principal of
Athletics, Robert Harmer, after word
had spread through the district that he

would not be rehired. Mr. Harmer’s
contract ultimately was not renewed,
and Ryan Miller now holds the posi-
tion.

Fanwood
In a three-way race, incumbent Amy

Winkler beat back challenges from
opponents Michael Lewis and Christo-
pher Pflaum to continue representing
Fanwood on the board of education.
Rob O’Connor ran unopposed for the
one year remaining on the Fanwood
seat of former Board Vice-President
Sasha Slocum.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council unveiled an $8,567,121
municipal budget, with $5,819,175 to
be raised through local taxes. As intro-
duced, the spending plan called for
municipal taxes to increase $228,000
in total. As introduced, the spending
plan would increase municipal taxes
for the average Fanwood taxpayer by
3.6 percent, or $78.

Mayor Mahr also announced that
Fanwood would switch its police dis-
patching services from civilian dis-
patchers to the system run by Union
County. She said the borough would be
the “pilot” municipality to join the pro-
gram, which would save the commu-
nity $76,000 annually.

Mountainside
Borough residents passed a $14-mil-

lion school tax levy by a 799-719 tally.
Newcomers Christopher Minks and
James Ruban, together with incumbent
Carmine Venes, were elected to the
Mountainside Board of Education. The
following week, as the three were sworn
in, the board reappointed Mary-Beth
Schaumberg as president. Cathy
Jakositz was chosen as vice-president.
Jeanette Baubles was appointed again
as chief school administrator for 2010-
2011.

Garwood
Residents, business owners, com-

muters and others were invited to par-
ticipate in establishing a vision for
Garwood’s railroad station area,
through a partnership between the bor-
ough, Union County, the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority and
NJ Transit.

Voters defeated a proposed $6.5-
million school tax levy in a close mar-
gin of 357 to 353. Races for the Garwood
Board of Education saw incumbents
John Sullivan and Susan Groning re-
tain their seats, while newcomer
Brendan McDermott won the seat va-
cated by Sandro Villaraut, who did not
run for re-election.

In an unexpected vote, the board of
education renewed the contract of Su-
perintendent of Schools Teresa Quigley.
In a 5-3 vote, the board agreed to re-
scind her current contract, which was
set to expire June 30, 2011, and to
approve a new term, beginning imme-
diately and lasting until June 30, 2014.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders was asked to provide fi-
nancial support for a new, online records
management system for the county’s
Board of Taxation and the county’s 21
municipal tax assessors, along with the
clerk of the board’s office.

It was revealed that nine candidates
had filed for three available seats on the
freeholder board, with another three
each having filed for county clerk and
sheriff.

Regional
The board of the Rahway Valley

Sewerage Authority (RVSA) opted to
reduce its budget by $1.1 million, to be

given back to mem-
ber communities on
a proportional ba-
sis.

Rep. Leonard
Lance faced a chal-
lenge from three
candidates in his bid
for the Republican
nomination in the
Seventh Congres-
sional District. Mr.
Lance had won a
seven-candidate
Primary race two
years ago and went

on to defeat Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-Fanwood.) He again re-
ceived his party’s nomination in June.

State and local officials remembered
former four-term congressman and six-
term state assemblyman Bob Franks
for his strength as a politician, as well
as his compassionate nature. Mr. Franks
died April 9 at the age of 58 after a brief
battle with an aggressive sarcoma.

MAY
Westfield

The town council approved new con-
tracts with the Teamsters and the
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Asso-
ciation (FMBA) unions which include
0 percent increases for 2010. Town
Administrator James Gildea announced
a pay freeze or all non-union employ-
ees.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan said the district is looking to
instate a student activity fee to support
the cost of extra-curricular activities.

The town council Finance Policy
Committee unveiled a $39.1-million
municipal budget, representing a tax
increase of $181 on the average home
(assessed at $185,100). This follows a
reduction of $941,470 in state aid.

Stop & Shop’s sought modifications
to its Westfield store including razing
two older buildings that formerly
housed Merrill Lynch and the legisla-
tive offices, relocation of the store’s
parking lot, an additional entrance on
Cowperthwaite Place, construction of
two freight elevators and a exterior
“Garden Center.”

Scotch Plains
Township Manager Chris Marion

unveiled a municipal budget of $22.9-
million with $15.1-million to be raised
in taxes, up $740,185 from 2009. Mr.

Marion said while a township salary
freeze would be imposed on all depart-
ment heads and non-union personnel,
there would be no layoffs as part of the
2010 budget.

The council announced that funding
for the cultural arts committee’s sum-
mer concert program would be elimi-
nated this year as would $1,500 for a
youth summer play program. In addi-
tion, the library faced early closings
two nights a week.

Approximately 115 community
members attended the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education meeting
to support the re-hiring of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s (SPFHS) As-
sistant Principal of Athletics Rob
Harmer after word spread that Mr.
Harmer would not be re-hired for next
year.

During a special joint meeting the
mayors and councils of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, and the board of edu-
cation, it was announced that
$860,000 would be cut from the 2010-
2011 $77.3-million school tax levy
that was defeated by voters. Board
members and the mayors emphasized
that no teachers would be laid off as
a result of this decision and that they
would only cut “around the edges”
without affecting what goes on in the
classroom.

As part of its proposed budget cuts,
the BOE said two stipend marching
band positions would be eliminated
as would the middle school sports
program.

The southside senior citizens hous-
ing complex faced a $150,000 rev-
enue shortfall.

Fanwood
A consultant-prepared final report

on the $48,000 grant-funded shared
services study for Scotch Plains and
Fanwood was completed, but not yet
made available to the public. Mayor
Mahr said the report “looked at 11
potential areas” for shared or merged
services between Fanwood and Scotch
Plains.

The council discussed a resolution
authorizing the shared services con-
sultant, Jersey Professional Manage-
ment, to receive an additional contract
for $5,000, to be split between the two
municipalities. Councilman Anthony
Parenti said since the report was done,
“not one nickel” should be paid to the
consultant for any additional work.

The borough council adopted a mu-
nicipal budget of $8,610,975 which
increases municipal taxes 3.6 percent
or $228,000 to $5,819,175 or  $78  on
a home assessed at $84,595.

Garwood
The borough council agreed unani-

mously to cut $9,500 from the pro-
posed $6.5-million school tax levy
that was defeated by voters in April
by a 357-353 vote. The school levy
will raise taxes on a borough home
assessed at $100,000 by $125.

Garwood council members voted
4-2 to adopt a $7,035,666 municipal
budget, with $5,298,501 to be raised
in local taxes – an increase of
$222,000 over 2009. The adopted
budget will lead to a $118 tax in-
crease for the average assessed bor-
ough home.

Mountainside
The Board of Education (BOE)

approved cuts to reduce or abolish
six staffing positions in 2010-2011.
At a BOE meeting, about 30 teach-
ers, parents and students in the audi-
ence sat for hours to hear the deci-
sions after a second straight week of
an executive session prior to the pub-
lic meeting.

Suzanne Jenks, president of the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA) said, “While the intent of the
administration may have been to pro-
tect staff members from the truth, the
actual result is a staff that feels as if
[its] input and ideas on the current
budgeting crisis are irrelevant and
unwanted.”

County
The county’s health insurance pre-

mium for its 2,800 employees (plus
for another 650 retirees) jumped $11
million, or 34 percent, to $44.9 mil-
lion under a new, one-year contract
with Cigna, the county’s insurance
carrier. Matthew Presutti of Brown &
Brown, the county’s insurance broker,
said the increase was due to a “surpris-
ingly high number of very high-level
claims in such a short period.”

The freeholders approved a resolu-
tion to move forward with the $495,000
acquisition of a half-acre of land, lo-
cated at 112 Park Drive, that borders
Nomahegan Park in Cranford. The
property includes a one-level, single-
family home, which will be demol-
ished. The county planned to extend
the park by closing off Park Drive, a
dead-end street, where the home cur-
rently sits, so that the public does not
have to walk in the street.

The freeholders adopted a $472-
million budget with $277 million to be
raised in taxes, an increase of $12.3
million over last year. Taxes will rise
in all 21 towns, including a $1.9-mil-
lion jump in Westfield, $899,210 in
Scotch Plains and $341,740 in
Fanwood.

Region
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-

21, Westfield) sponsored a roundtable
discussion at Union County College
in Cranford on how municipalities
and school districts could save tax
dollars by sharing services.

Panelist Vito A. Gagliardi, Jr., a
Morristown lawyer who represents
over 30 public entities, said towns
such as Winfield or Garwood should
have municipal employees do services
such as plowing school parking lots
rather than hiring private firms.

County Executive Superintendent
of Schools Carmen Centuolo said a
countywide busing system would be a
practical alternative to reduce trans-
portation costs.

The Cranford township committee,
in a 3-2 vote, introduced an ordinance
extending the boundaries of the spe-
cial improvement district to the
Garwood border. The ordinance ex-
tends the district boundary to South
Avenue and then around to the Chase
Bank property line at North and Lin-
coln Avenues.

Union County College (UCC) hired
Brookdale Community College vice-
president Margaret McMenamin as
its new president, replacing the retir-
ing Thomas H. Brown.

A divided Cranford township com-
mittee voted to introduce ordinances
authorizing the purchase of the former
Solomon Schecter Academy property
on Orange Avenue. Commissioner
David Aschenbach voted against the
introduction, noting its $1.9 million
price tag, and saying the township
“can’t afford to do this.” Mayor Mark
Smith, however, defended the move
as a way for the municipal govern-
ment to gain several acres of open
space real estate.

Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) Secretary-Treasurer and
Acting Co-Executive Director, Rob-
ert Materna, said the cogeneration fa-
cility at RVSA’s wastewater treatment
is not likely to produce cost savings
and that “running the cogeneration
facility as intended may actually in-
crease the RVSA’s operating costs.”

The Cranford township committee
was set to introduce an ordinance
creating a separate sewer utility to
bill property owners for their water
usage, but withdrew it from the agenda
for further discussion. The proposal
would impose a flat $190 fee on all
properties and remove the sewer fee
paid to local utilities from the town-
ship budget.

The UCC Board of Trustees and
Board of Governors and Amateur As-
tronomers Inc. (AAI) came to an agree-
ment upon the usage of the William
Sperry Observatory on the college’s
Cranford campus. The agreement is
for two years, commencing on July
22, 2010 and ending July 21, 2012.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
I SWEAR…Freeholder Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood is sworn into his fifth, three-year term as a county freeholder
during the 153rd annual reorganization meeting held in the Union County Courthouse on January 3. His wife, Phyllis, and
their children, Alex and Micayla, hold the Bible.

January 7, 2010 Edition

Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEA ANYONE...Citizens meet in Scotch Plains near the library last Saturday to
discuss if there is interest in forming a Union County T.E.A. Party.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WALKING FOR LIFE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s ninth annual Walk for Cancer, organized by Student
Movement Against Cancer, was held Friday night.  This year’s goal was $110,000 as of Friday prior to the start of the all-
night Relay for Life walk. The students were already at $94,000 and are able to continue collection into June.
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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY 100TH...Scouts from around Westfield marked the 100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America on February
8 with a ceremony in front of Westfield High School that included state and municipal officials. All Cub Scout packs, Boy
Scout troops, Centure Crews and Explorer Posts participated in the ceremomy.

February 11, 2010 Edition

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GROWING FAMILY (October 23, 2003 Archives)...Former Congressman Bob
Franks is all smiles as he poses with his children during the fountain dedication
in Scotch Plains honoring the late Assemblyman Alan Augustine. Mr. Franks, 58,
passed away Saturday from a bout with cancer. See story on page 2.

May 27, 2010 Edition

April 29, 2010 Edition


