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JANUARY
Westfield

An overflow crowd, filled with dig-
nitaries, greeted Westfield’s two new-
est council members, Sam Della Fera
and Keith Loughlin, at the governing
body’s annual reorganization meeting.
The most high-profile guest, Lieuten-
ant Governor-elect Kim Guadagno,
swore in Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, who
two months earlier had won his re-
election bid by defeating Democrat
Bill Brennan.

The Westfield school district decided
to issue a memorandum of understand-
ing to the state of its intent to be a part
of the Race to the Top federal-funding
program. However, the Westfield Edu-
cation Association (WEA), as well as
the New Jersey Education Association
(NJEA), did not support the program.

The planning board gave the go ahead
to the Echo Lake Country Club to
update its sanitary sewer system.

Six new Westfield police officers
were added to the department to re-
place retiring officers. The new officers
are Dennis Dasilva, Nicholas Bruno,
Michael McCarthy, Paul Neri, Eric
Popliek and Dana Black.

Westfield police arrested garbage
hauler James Aiello, operator of Pre-
ferred Maintenance & Carting, Inc. in
Westfield, after video-surveillance foot-
age found him allegedly taking gar-
bage from two of his clients and dump-
ing it in another hauler’s receptacle.

Westfield Fire Department (WFD)
Emergency Medical Technicians
(EMTs) treated three office workers at
123 Quimby Street for carbon monox-
ide poisoning after the WFD found
high levels of the chemical inside the
building.

Needle Point Homes filed a
“Builder’s Remedy” lawsuit against
the town council and planning board
for properties at 466 West Broad Street
and 440 North Avenue, East.

The BOE changed its transportation
policy after Education Commissioner
Lucille Davy agreed with a ruling by
Administrative Law Judge Richard
McGill that the district’s transportation
and attendance zone policies were “un-
lawful” because they denied transpor-
tation to Roosevelt Intermediate School
(RIS) for those students who resided

beyond two miles from the school.
Scotch Plains

Mayor Nancy Malool said, “I can’t
promise you that taxes won’t go up,” in
her New Year’s message at the govern-
ing body’s reorganization meeting.

Ken Anderson was selected as chair-
man of the zoning board of adjustment
and Tim Livolsi was chosen to serve as
vice-chairman at the board’s reorgani-
zation meeting.

The first stage of construction work
on the Route 22 bridge connecting Park
Avenue with Bonnie Burn and New
Providence Roads got underway two
weeks after the scheduled start date.

An insurance company representing
former Scotch Plains Republican
Mayor Martin Marks paid $10,000 to
settle a defamation lawsuit brought
against Mr. Marks by 2006 Demo-
cratic township council candidate Neal
LeStrange.

A federal jury found that the town-
ship government had improperly re-
taliated against a public works em-
ployee, but the municipal government
prevailed on three other claims filed
against it in connection with events that
occurred in 2006 and 2007. Nicholas
DiNizo, who worked for the township
since the mid-1980s, claimed he had
been subject to a hostile-work environ-
ment, namely ethnic slurs directed at
him and others in 2006 by then-Public
Works director Charles Cerami.

Seven out of the district’s eight
schools met 41 out of 41 indicators
required through the federal
government’s No Child Left Behind
Act (NCLB). Park Middle School failed
to meet NCLB standards in the 2009
test, according to data released by the
state Department of Education. Park
missed one indicator (40 out of 41.)

Fanwood
Republican Councilmen Robert

Manduca and Michael Szuch took their
oaths of office during the governing
body’s annual reorganization meeting.
Both men began their inaugural terms
on the council following their surprise
double GOP win in November. Russell
Huegel was named council president
for the year.

Fanwood Police Lieutenant Richard
Trigo was appointed acting police chief
following the retirement of Police Chief

Donald Domanoski.
Garwood

Democratic Councilman Keith Sluka
was sworn in to his second term, and
Republican Councilman Tim Hak be-
gan his first term on the borough coun-
cil. Councilman Stephen Napolitano
was nominated and elected as the 2010
council president.

The Garwood public schools decided
to offer a tuition-based pre-kindergar-
ten program for the 2010-2011 school
year for 3- and 4-year-olds. The board
voted unanimously to charge $2,500
for a half-day program and $5,000 for
a full-day program.

County
Dan Sullivan was chosen as the new

Board of Chosen Freeholders chair-
man for the third time at the Union
County reorganization meeting.

A year after geese struck and forced
US Airways Flight 149 to land in the
Hudson River, the freeholders approved
a two-year, $347,239 contract with the
United States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA), Animal and Plant In-
spection Services, to manage the
Canada geese problem in its parks.

Region
Given the magnitude of New Jersey’s

fiscal problem, “everything is on the
table” in terms of remedying it, Rich-
ard Bagger of Westfield, chief of staff
to Governor-elect Chris Christie, told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in a sit-down
interview.

The Cranford Township Committee
approved a court-ordered payment to a
consultant for her report in connection
with ongoing affordable-housing liti-
gation, but members vowed to care-
fully review both the report and the
consultant’s billings.

New Jersey came under new leader-
ship with the swearing-in of former
Westfielder Chris Christie as the state’s
55th governor. Faced with a $1-billion
shortfall in 2010 and $10 billion start-
ing in July, Mr. Christie promised, “One
person can make a difference; I will
make a difference.”

The selection of former Westfield
resident and 2001 Republican guber-
natorial candidate Bret Schundler, a
proponent of school vouchers, school
choice and charter schools, as educa-

tion commissioner drew a mostly posi-
tive reaction from local school offi-
cials, although concerns regarding pos-
sible school aid reductions and spend-
ing limits were foremost on their minds.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

Resident Thomas Walsh was sworn
in as the newest judge of the state
Superior Court in Elizabeth.

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) said it would forego plans
for a new car show and instead lend its
support to the WNC to sponsor the
event.

The BOE voted to apply to the state
for permission to make adjustments in
its spending plan that would exceed
state-mandated restrictions. The gov-
ernor reduced school aid for the 2009-
2010 budget by $475 million statewide
to deal with the state’s current budget
crisis.

The DWC approved a preliminary
$390,600 budget, with DWC Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin saying the
budget was flat for the sixth straight
year.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE offi-

cials conducted 22 residency investi-
gations of students over a three-month
span, resulting in four students being
removed from the school system.

The township council planned to
meet with officials from the Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC) to
discuss possible changes to the ordi-
nance that created the special improve-
ment district two years ago.

The SPMC hired a professional con-
sultant and a township resident to serve
as joint managers of the commercial
business district. Mayor Malool and
township council members questioned
the hirings and, specifically, the hiring
of a board member’s spouse, as well as
the amount of money being paid to the
two managers.

Residents and parents of school-age
children weighed in on a proposal to
eliminate mid-day crossing guards in
the vicinity of five schools in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.

Concerned about setting a precedent
that could lead to numerous similar
applications from owners at the
Southwick Village condominium de-

velopment, the zoning board of adjust-
ment denied a request by a condo-
minium owner to create a third bed-
room in his unit by splitting in half an
existing bedroom.

In a move by the township council,
Township Attorney Brian Levine and
Assistant Attorney Lawrence Woodruff
were replaced. The new township at-
torney, Jeffrey Lehrer, is a member of
the Warren-based law firm of
DiFrancesco, Bateman, a firm headed
by former Scotch Plains resident and
former state Senate President Donald
DiFrancesco.

Concerns about adequate parking
dominated a meeting regarding the pro-
posal to merge the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood libraries and then expand the
present Scotch Plains Library on Bartle
Avenue into a $26.5-million, state-of-
the-art joint facility that would serve
both towns.

Approximately 300 members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association (SPFEA) attended a BOE
meeting to encourage a contract settle-
ment. The SPFEA’s one-year contract
expired in June 2009.

Fanwood
The borough council considered the

creation of a borough purchasing agent
position, as well as the status of down-
town redevelopment efforts following
the demolition of the former Sovereign
Bank building on South Avenue.

After 20 years of service on the
Fanwood Planning Board, 17 of those
years at the head of the dais as chair-
man, Greg Cummings retired from the
nine-member body.

Garwood
The BOE discussed the deficit in its

proposed budget for the 2010-2011
school year. The board considered bal-
ancing the budget by re-opening salary
negotiations, laying off staff, closing
Washington School and reducing sup-
plies.

The resignation of a borough police
officer drew a heated discussion be-
tween resident Bruce Paterson and
Borough Attorney Robert Renaud.

Officer Gennaro Mirabella, the brother
of Union County Freeholder Al
Mirabella, was charged with two disor-
derly persons offenses. All the charges
were dropped at the request of Bor-
ough Police Chief William Legg fol-
lowing Gennaro Mirabella’s resigna-
tion.

Mountainside
The board of education was told it

must make up $529,184 in tuition un-
dercharges over the past three years to
the Berkeley Heights Board of Educa-
tion for borough students attending
Governor Livingston High School.

A Mountainside man was charged
with aggravated assault with a deadly
weapon after allegedly striking another
man in the head with a beer mug. Police
arrested Michael Patrick Debbie, 28,
the son of Mountainside Police Chief
and Borough Administrator James
Debbie, at The Office Beer Bar and
Grill on North Avenue in Westfield.

County
It was announced that Union County

taxes would increase by $11.5 million,
or 4.38 percent, to $276.7 million to
support a $469-million proposed ex-
ecutive budget.

The freeholder board continued its
purchase of land along Madison Hill
Road in Clark with the $600,000 acqui-
sition of a single-family home located
next to St. Agnes Church.

Andrew Moran, a retired Berkeley
Heights police captain, was hired as the
county’s public safety director.

The freeholder board introduced an
ordinance authorizing the construction
of additional bunkers at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in the amount of $200,000.

Region
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-

thority (RVSA) asked its 11 member
towns if they were interested in the
RVSA commissioning a study to re-
view the way RVSA bills municipali-
ties. The changes being offered were
for bills based on water usage or bills
based on the number of households.
Municipalities are currently billed based
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Courtesy Alfred George Rogers, Jr.
HOLIDAY BEAUTY…A snow-covered Mindowaskin Park depicts the beauty of this year’s holiday season in Westfield.

Courtesy of Jackie Walters/ Wilson School
99 RED BALLOONS…In celebration of Read Across America and the school’s
75th birthday, students, faculty and staff of Westfield’s Wilson Elementary
School launch several hundred biodegradable balloons with tags asking persons
who find the balloons to call in with their location. To date, reports were received
from the docks in Elizabeth. Birthday T-shirts designed by fifth grader Katherine
Whipple were worn by all, with each grade in their own color.

May 13, 2010 Edition

January 7, 2010 Edition

SUPER FROSTY…This nine-foot snowman was built by a Westfield resident
during the February 10 snowstorm that dropped 17.5 inches of snow on the
community.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THE SAME BOAT...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School thespians perform a singing-and-dancing number, called “In
the Same Boat,” from Saturday’s rendition of Rupert Holmes’ Curtains. See overview on page 22.

March 25, 2010 Edition

February 18, 2010 Edition

Merry Christmas to all, and to all, a good night

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPIRITED DISCUSSION...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) held
a fundraiser last week at the Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. The guest
speaker was Michael Chertoff, former secretary of Homeland Security under
President George W. Bush.

April 8, 2010 Edition

Merry Christmas and Season’s Greeting


