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DiNizio at Crossroads: Putting
The Beatles at ‘Top of the Pops’

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Crossroads was filled with the sounds
of the Beatles and one of their great
followers, as Smithereens front man
(and longtime Beatles enthusiast) Pat
DiNizio performed a two-hour acous-
tic set last week.

Backed by guitarist Tommy
Frangione, DiNizio literally made his
way through the Beatles songbook,
throwing in The Smithereens, The
Kinks and The Who songs along the
way.

The intimate show, one of four this
month, was inspired by DiNizio’s
“living-room tours,” in which he trav-
els the country playing at the homes

of Smithereens fans.
“The whole thing came about when

another artist I knew needed some
money for her touring vehicle,”
DiNizio, a Scotch Plains resident,

explained in an interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Times. “She
mentioned the idea of house shows,

and I was really interested. It’s been
a life-changing experience, being able
to meet so many fans and really get to
them personally.”

It has also lent itself to several
stories.

“I remember one time I was play-
ing in a town in Idaho. The guy who
hired me said the whole community
was looking forward to seeing me.
And whenthe show started, the entire
community of 12 Amish came to see
the show, with me and my gas-stove-
powered amp.”

DiNizio described the living-room
shows as a chance for him to play and
tell stories about his life and songs,
which he said few artists do anymore.

“When an artist tells a story, it
makes people sit down and relax,” he
said. “And I think that they’re afraid
that if people relax, they’ll get bored.”

No one was bored at Crossroads,
though, as DiNizio began the show
with a heartfelt speech about John
Lennon, who was killed 30 years ago
that very day. He then began the show
with one of Lennon’s most-beloved
Beatles songs, “You’ve Got to Hide
Your Love Away.”

The performance was amazing, a
combination of DiNizio’s clear ad-
miration for the song craft and the
excellent playing of Frangione (a
Beatles fanatic who plays with
DiNizio in the tribute band, the Scotch
Plainsmen).

The two men had excellent on-
stage chemistry as well, as DiNizio
told how the only Beatles question
that could stump Frangione would be
to name the crowd members at Shea
Stadium when the lads from Liverpool
highlighted their 1965 tour by play-
ing at the now-demolished home of
the Mets.

The two continued with another
Lennon-penned song, “Strawberry
Fields Forever,” which kept all of its
majesty even in a simple acoustic
version. The tone then changed with
the Smithereens’ “Blue Period” then
switched back with “It’s Only Love.”

In between songs, DiNizio made
note of how many people he had
grown up with were in attendance at
Crossroads, as he even called out
former grade-school classmates.

The music of course was the focus,
as the two-man group continued
through Buddy Holly’s “Well
Alright,” the Beatles’ “In My Life,”
“Norwegian Wood” and “Because,”
as well as Apple Records artists
Badfinger’s “No Matter What” and
Peter and Gordon’s “A World With-
out Love.” Ironically, the “Apple”
songs were actually written by
Lennon/Paul McCartney.

None of the songs strayed from
their original sound, a token rule of
DiNizio, who has expressed distaste
for artists who “get bored with their
sound and messed with their fans’
heads on classic songs.”

It’s been a strict rule of the
Smithereens not to bring new styles
into the band, and it was a good rule
this night, as DiNizio, for the first
time, sang Lennon’s unchangeable
“Imagine” with a coda of “Give Peace
a Chance.”

After a few more songs from the
Beatles (“Dear Prudence”), the Kinks
(“A Well-Respected Man,” with vo-
cals from friend Frank Leman) and
the Smithereens (“Only a Memory,”
“Blood and Roses”), DiNizio and
company took a short break.

DiNizio returned with solo perfor-
mances of “Behind the Wall of Sleep”
and the sing-a-long, “Top of the Pops,”
before venturing into The Who, with
“Behind Blue Eyes.” This led to a
great moment, in which DiNizio
asked Frangione, “Tommy, can you
hear me?”

The two played on, until they hit
the only sour point of the night, at-
tempting Lennon’s “Happy
Xmas(War is Over).” The song
seemed to be in a difficult key for
DiNizio, as he sounded breathy and
strained when singing the chorus.
Luckily, it was a momentary lapse, as
he returned to strong form with “Here
Comes the Sun,” “The Seeker” and
“The Kids are Alright.”

Then, for the fans who had arrived
late, DiNizio ended with a reprise of
“Imagine/Give Peace a Chance” be-
fore staying to sign autographs, prov-
ing he is a rarity of rock – a musician
who recognizes how lucky he is and
loves the people who gave him suc-
cess.

DiNizio has two more shows at the
Crossroads lined up, one last night
and one on December 22. See them;
that is not a just a suggestion.

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

ANNUAL
50% OFF SALE

BEGINS MONDAY JULY 26TH

@ 9:00AM

Including Selected - Giftware, Home Decor,

Frames, Greeting Cards, Jewelry,

Silk Wreaths, Doormats, Rugs, Baskets,

Cachepots, Shelves & much more

Christmas has arrived at Christoffers

Come see the magic

behind the windows.

Beautiful Flowers, Gifts,

& Home Decor to fit

every budget.

Free Parking

Free Gift wrapping

And as always.. free

advice.

908-272-3030 • www.simplyartandframes.com
MTWF 10-6; Th 10-7; Sat 10-5
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creative framing
Art • Framing • Gifts • Home Accents • Jewelry

Conservation Framing • Sports Memorabilia & Jerseys • Shadow Boxes
Graduation Diplomas  • Mirrors • Corporate & Home Consultations

Hostess & Teachers Gifts

11 Walnut Avenue • Cranford

Jewelry Trunk Show December 18th
Diane Pinder from Donna Tuscana will

box up loose chocolates of your choice at
our store.  Let's all say hello and once

again enjoy her specialties!

11 Walnut Avenue, Cranford • 908-272-3030
Visit www.simplyartandframes.com

to see upcoming events & discount coupon

December 18th & 19th, 11am-5pm

Ring in the New Year
With Westfield Symphony

WESTFIELD – On Friday,
December 31, at 7 p.m., under the
baton of Maestro David Wroe, the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) will again present its New
Year’s Eve musical celebration.
This year’s performance, “The
Great American Songbook,” offers
a revue of American musical
theater classics presented in
symphonic splendor.

A host of renowned guest vocalists
from Broadway and beyond will join
WSO to perform a range of
showstoppers such as “The Pink Pan-
ther” and Cab Calloway’s “Minnie The
Moocher,” as well as a variety of hits
and some surprises from timeless mu-
sicals that have captivated successive
generations, including Chicago, Jekyll
and Hyde, Les Miserables, Phantom,
Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Sweet Adeline,
Carousel, Guys and Dolls, Company
and more.

An event for the whole family, this
is a friendly cabaret–style concert for

adults to reminisce to songs they all
know, for kids to enjoy some of the
more peculiar characters to grace
Broadway’s stage and for all to revel
in some of America’s finest musical
theater composers, outstanding guest
vocal performers and a fully
professional  orchestra led by Maestro
Wroe.

The WSO recommends that audi-
ence members make reservations as
soon as possible, as tickets are selling
fast, and last year’s concert was a
sell-out.

Tickets in advance are $35 for
general admission and $65 for pre-
ferred seating ($40 and $70 at the
door, if available.) Tickets may be
purchased directly from the WSO
by calling (908) 232-9400 or visit-
ing the office at 224 East Broad
Street in Westfield, between 10 a.m.
and 3 p.m., on weekdays. Tickets are
also available from The Town Book-
store in Westfield and Martin Jewel-
ers in Cranford.

Courtesy of Jacque Bourke
CHRISTMAS IS SAVED...The students of Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s Drama Club presented The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever, directed by Paul O’Connor, on December 10 and 11 to rave reviews. The students portrayed how the horrible
Herdman children steal, burn down buildings and generally terrorize the neighborhood until an innocent comment brings
them into church.  The Herdmans find themselves starring in the annual Christmas pageant.  Soon, even the congregation
may find themselves running for cover.  Who would have guessed that the parents, teachers, children and especially the
Herdmans could end up discovering the true meaning of Christmas?  A series of disasters turned into what everyone comes
to agree was The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.  Picured, from left to right, are Russell Weber, Daniel Scalia, Shannon
Wieszczek, Kristen Hughes, Nicole Ferrer and Nina Dixon.

Manhattan Gallery Selects
Cranford Artist’s Work

CRANFORD – Cranford artist
Theodosia Tamborlane has been se-
lected to exhibit her painting “Red
Balloon” (image at left) at the Manhat-
tan Borough President’s Office Gal-

lery. The exhibit will run through Janu-
ary 17, 2011.

This exhibit is an annual show spon-
sored by the Art Students League of
New York City, with which Ms.
Tamborlane is currently affiliated. Ex-
hibition Director Leah McCloskey
chose “Red Balloon,” an abstract paint-
ing comprised of oil and acrylic on
wood, which was designed by Ms.
Tamborlane to recall one of her favorite
children’s stories, “The Red Balloon.”

This story encourages children to
follow their dreams even if adults seem
to disapprove. Through her painting,
Ms. Tamborlane asks the viewer to
recall childhood dreams realized and
unrealized.

Ms. Tamborlane has her paintings in
personal collections in the United States
and the Netherlands. She is a selected
member of the New Century Artists
Gallery and a member of the Pen and
Brush gallery in New York City, the
Contemporary Art Group of New Jer-
sey, the Woodbridge Artisan Guild, and
Studio Montclair.

She accepts commissions and can be
reached at Tamborlane@aol.com,
Tamborlane.com and (908) 276-4967.

“Red Balloon”

“Ombrello’s Nature’s World”

Silverman Stars
In Saratoga Springs

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Dara
Silverman, a sophomore theater major
at Skidmore College, was recently fea-
tured in the college’s fall production of
Beckettshorts, Six Short Plays by
Samuel Beckett.

Considered one of the key writers in
the “Theatre of the Absurd,” Beckett
might have particularly enjoyed the
creative staging of the production in the
college’s Tang Teaching Museum and
Art Gallery. Ms. Silverman was fea-
tured in three of the six short plays,
including a solo performance in
Beckett’s 1963 piece entitled, “Breath.”

She also appeared in Skidmore’s
main stage fall 2009 drama, The Women,
and the spring 2010 world premiere of
Nunky Gruel. A 2009 graduate of
Westfield High School, she is the daugh-
ter of Trudy and Marty Silverman.

Courtesy of Jayne Book Salomon
SANTA’S ON A DIET?...Santa certainly deserves a treat this Christmas, but as
our resident food columnist writes, “more importantly, he deserves to be healthy.”
Remember to leave low-fat or skim milk to go along with these delicious low-fat
oatmeal cookies. To learn how they are made, see page 17 and read Ms. Salomon’s
food column.

Frank and Lydia 

Bergen Foundation
Funding has been made possible in part through a 
grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
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and The Friends of Westfield Symphony Orchestra present

Visit us on Facebook                

Wheelchair
Accessible

A New Year’s Eve celebration of American musical theater classics
featuring guest stars direct from the Broadway stage

Friday, December 31st, 2010 at 7 PM
Westfield High School

Advance tickets $35 and $65  ($40 and $70 at door)
CALL 908.232.9400

Visit our ticket outlets (cash or check only);  
The Town Book Store:  270 East Broad Street, Westfield

Martin Jewelers:  12 North Avenue West, Cranford 
www.westfieldsymphony.org

Pat DiNizio /patdinizio.com


