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– Obituaries –
Lena Serratelli, 90, Played the Piano;
Was Devoted to Family and Her Faith

Lena Rossi Serratelli passed away
on Wednesday, December 8, 2010,
peacefully at her home in Scotch
Plains surrounded by her husband,
Jack, and children.

Born on May 15, 1920
in Penna de Pescara,
Abbruzzi, Italy, Lena was
raised in Newark with her
two sisters, Lydia Patti
and Jennie Canale. She
loved playing the piano,
and as a young woman
saved to buy herself a
Steinway.

Lena worked as a den-
tal assistant until she met
her husband, Jack, and
started a family, raising
five children in East Or-
ange before moving to Westfield in
1971 to raise a sixth.

Her greatest joys were her family
and sharing her devout faith. She
attended church daily and loved vis-
iting with her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Lena is survived by her sister,
Jennie Canale; her husband of 63
years, Jack Serratelli, Sr., and their
children and spouses, Maria and Dr.
William Smith of Binghamton, N.Y.,
Angela and Dr. Arthur Pecoraro of
Westfield, Jacqueline and Thomas
Lygate of Westfield, Jack Serratelli,

Jr. of Pennsylvania, Peter and Sara
Serratelli of Randolph and Dean and
Christina Serratelli of Westfield.

She also leaves 11 grandchildren
and their spouses, An-
thony and Janice
Pecoraro, Christine and
Ryan Wolfram, Carolyn
and Paul Tomasello,
Alena Lygate, Pamela
and Jeff Boccia, Mary
Lygate, Peter and David
Serratelli and Alex,
Nicholas and Catherine
Serratelli. Also surviv-
ing are her great-grand-
children, Zachary
Boccia and Leo
Tomasello.

In April, Lena and Jack
jointly celebrated their 90th birthdays
at a party at Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield with family and friends.

A Funeral Mass was held on Mon-
day, December 13, at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains. Interment
was at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations in memory of Lena
Serratelli to the Overlook Hospital
Foundation.
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Dorothy Ann Larner, Local Resident;
Was Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Dorothy Ann Larner (née Burger)
of Westfield passed away on Tues-
day, December 7, 2010, at Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital
at Rahway, surrounded by her lov-
ing family.

Dorothy grew up in Yonkers, N.Y.
and graduated from Roosevelt High
School in 1942. While attending a
USO dance in Yonkers during World
War II, she met her future husband,
John Edward Larner. They were
married on June 19, 1948 while
John completed his studies in
chemical engineering at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y.
Together they moved to Staten Is-
land, N.Y. before settling in
Westfield in 1956, where they raised
their family.

Her husband, John, her daughter,

Elizabeth Ann Larner, and her brother,
James Burger, predeceased her.

Surviving are her children, John
Francis Larner of Getxo, Spain,
Jeanne Marie Sullivan of Warwick,
R.I. and Robert Edward Larner of
Westfield, N.J. She also will be
deeply missed by her brother, Rob-
ert Burger of Vero Beach, Fla., and
her beloved grandchildren, Kerry
Jeanne Sullivan, Margaret Elizabeth
Meder and Abigail Angelica Larner.

Services were held on Saturday,
December 11, under the direction
of the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Plainfield Area
Humane Society, 75 Rock Avenue,
North Plainfield, N.J. 07063.
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Marie Harnett, 93
Marie Harnett, 93, died on Sunday,

December 12, 2010, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit, N.J.

Born in Jersey City, N.J. on June
29, 1917, Marie was a longtime resi-
dent of Westfield, N.J.

Marie was predeceased by her lov-
ing husband, John, in April 1985.

She is survived by her daughters,
Virginia Holihan and Anne-Marie
McCarthy; her son, John, and her
grandchildren, Deirdre, Lauren, John
William and Matthew.

Always an avid reader and music
enthusiast, Marie was ready to discuss
any topic, any book, any time. She will
be greatly missed by all. Our favorite
memory of Marie will always be her
response to the question, “What would
you like?” “Just a kind thought.”

The Dooley Funeral Home of
Cranford, N.J. is handling the arrange-
ments.
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Barbara Jean Kaeding, 87, Was Artist,
Teacher, Organist and Choir Director

Barbara Jean Watson Kaeding,
87, passed away peacefully at home
on Thursday, December 9, 2010,
after a brief illness. Her husband,
Warren William Kaeding, preceded
her in death.

She is survived by her sister, Joyce
Shore; four daughters and their hus-
bands, Jeanne Kaeding and John
Kapecki, Jennifer and Kevin Blair,
Carolyn and Louis Seivard and Mar-
garet and Bucky Black; her grand-
children, Steven Seivard and his
wife and daughter, April and Olivia,
Jeffery Seivard and his wife, Rachel,
William Black and Raymond Black;
her brother-in-law and his wife,
Harold and Jean Kaeding, and also
nieces and nephews.

Her lifelong interest in art and
music led her to earn a master’s
degree in music at UCLA. Although
her primary goal was to raise her
family, she also held positions of
public school music teacher and
organist and choir director at sev-
eral churches. Later in life, she be-
came a painter, and bought her first
computer at age 80.

She developed an intense interest
in her family history and history in
general. Her warm personality and
interest in life will be greatly missed
by her family and friends.

Funeral services were held on
Tuesday, December 14, at the West

Chapel of Bennett Funeral Home,
11020 West Broad Street in Glen
Allen, Va. Interment followed at
Greenwood Memorial Gardens.

Contributions may be made in
Barbara’s memory to Voice of the
Martyrs, www.persecution.com or
Samaritan’s Purse,
www.samaritanspurse.org.

December 16, 2010

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Maria Mormile, Holy Trinity Member;
Known For Her Sunday Family Meals

Maria Anna Mormile of Westfield
passed away after a long illness on
Monday, December 13, 2010, sur-
rounded by her loving family.

Born and raised in Grottaminarda,
Italy, Mrs. Mormile came to the
United States in 1960 and resided
with her family in Westfield. Maria
was selflessly devoted to her family,
and her Sunday family meals were
legendary.

She was a parishioner of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield and leaves many friends
who will miss her.

Maria was predeceased by her be-
loved husband, Antonio, and her dear
son, Michael Angelo.

She is survived by her loving sons,
John and his wife, Diane, and An-
thony and his wife, Krupskaya. Maria
also will be deeply missed by her
grandchildren, Marisa, Anthony,

Maria Sophia and Gianna, and by her
brothers, Antonio and Silvio, along
with many nieces and nephews in Italy.

Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to visit the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield, today, Thursday, Decem-
ber 16, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered tomorrow, Friday, December
17, at 10 a.m. at the Holy Trinity
Church in Westfield. Entombment
will follow at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
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Jerusalem Lego Project
Set Sunday at Temple
CRANFORD – Temple Beth El

Mekor Chayim, located at 338 Wal-
nut Avenue in Cranford, invites mem-
bers of the community to its “Build
the Gates of Jerusalem Gigantic Lego
Project.”

This activity will take place on Sun-
day, December 19, at 9:30 a.m. in the
auditorium of the temple. Architect
Stephen Schwartz will lead children
and adults alike in transforming a moun-
tain of Legos into a 400-square-foot
model of the old city of Jerusalem.

Jenna Smith

Jenna Smith to Sign
Books On Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Jenna Alexis Smith, the
newly published author of “Beautiful
Brown Girl,” will have her debut
book-signing event this Saturday,
December 18, from 2 to 4 p.m. at
Borders Books, located at 1511 Route
22, West, in Watchung.

Jenna will read passages from her
book, which conveys a message of
loving yourself and diversity from a
child’s perspective.

A quiet, reserved, yet playful child,
Jenna has always loved books, and
started reading and learning sight
words at a very early age. “Beautiful
Brown Girl” is not her only pub-
lished work; Jenna’s kindergarten
teacher entered her class into a po-
etry-writing contest, and Jenna’s
poem was selected for publication in
“A Celebration of Poets” (2009 Edi-
tion) when she was just 5 years old.

Jenna also enjoys making movies
and playing with her friends and her
little sister, Reina. She aspires to be
an author/writer when she grows up.
Jenna is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Smith and is in the second
grade at Sundance School in North
Plainfield.

Fanwood Presbyterian
Announces Services

FANWOOD – There will be two
services on Christmas Eve, Friday,
December 24, at the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church. The Reverend David
Jahnke, pastor, will officiate.

The family service will take place
at 5 p.m., featuring the children from
4 years old to fifth grade singing and
presenting a Christmas pageant.

At 11 p.m., a candlelight commun-
ion service will be held, preceded by
special Christmas music beginning
at 10:45 p.m. This program will fea-
ture a flute trio comprised of Amy
Drewes, Jessica Knierim and Caroline
Leahy, along with the Sanctuary
Choir. Janice Haer will direct the
pageant and other music.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
welcomes all who would like to at-
tend all or any of these services. The
church is located at the corner of
Martine, LaGrande and Marian Av-
enues. For more information, call the
church office at (908) 889-8891 or e-
mail fanwoodpress@erols.com.

Literacy Volunteers to Hold
Tutor Training Workshop

AREA – Literacy Volunteers of
Union County (LV-UC) is a non-
profit organization that recruits and
trains volunteers to work with adults
seeking to improve their reading,
writing or English conversation skills.

New Tutor Training Workshops
provide new volunteers with the
skills needed to work with adult
learners in Union County. The next
workshop will be held on Saturdays,
January 29, February 5 and 12, at the
Linden Public Library, located at 31
East Henry Street in Linden. A snow
day of Saturday, February 26, is
scheduled if needed. Each session
will begin at 9:30 a.m. and conclude
at 2:30 p.m.

Through LV-UC’s network of vol-
unteer tutors, adult learners in the
program have been able to get better

jobs and become more productive
members of the community, accord-
ing to the organization. Although
tutors meet at libraries throughout
Union County, the greatest need for
tutors is in the towns of Elizabeth
and Plainfield.

To become a volunteer tutor, indi-
viduals must be at least 18 years old.
Tutors need not have prior teaching
experience, and knowledge of a for-
eign language is not required. For
more information, visit lvaunion.org.

To register for the Linden work-
shop, click on the link in Upcoming
Events. There is a $40 non-refundable
registration fee. Need-based scholar-
ships are available to cover this charge.
Individuals also may register by call-
ing Susan at (908) 755-7998 or e-
mailing susan@lvaunion.org.

AAI Meeting on Tap
Tomorrow at UCC

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers, Inc. (AAI) will conduct its
monthly membership meeting at 8
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, December
17, in the Main Lecture Hall in the
Nomahegan Building at Union
County College, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Immediately following the business
meeting at approximately 8:45 p.m.,
the club will offer a lecture entitled
“The Cosmic Microwave Back-
ground” presented by Dr. Suzanne
Stagg of Princeton University.

Dr. Stagg will describe how mea-
suring the CMB (cosmic microwave
background) has revolutionized sci-
entists’ understanding of the uni-
verse, beginning with the discovery
of the CMB in 1965, through the
epoch of the last 15 years, leading to
present understanding of just how
vast and dynamic the universe is.

Following the lecture, attendees
will be invited to the William Miller
Sperry Observatory, located on the
campus, for refreshments and the
opportunity to speak with Dr. Stagg.

If weather permits, celestial view-
ing of Jupiter will be conducted us-
ing the club’s two large telescopes.
Parking is free. In addition to
monthly meetings, informal meet-
ings are held on the remaining Fri-
days at the Sperry Observatory. For
more information about AAI, visit
asterism.org or call (908) 276-STAR.

Baptist Church Posts
Christmas Worship

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Terrill
Road Baptist Church will celebrate
Christmas with three special services
this month.

The adult choir will present “What
Child is This?/This is Our God” dur-
ing morning worship this Sunday,
December 19, at 10:45 a.m. Using
narration and song, this program will
tell the story of Jesus’ birth. Prior to
that service, a special breakfast will
be served at 9:15 a.m. All are invited
to come to breakfast and stay for the
worship service.

A popular Christmas Eve Candle-
light Service will be held on Friday,
December 24, at 7 p.m. with carol
singing.

The day after Christmas, Sunday,
December 26, the pastor and deacons
will deliver a first-of-its-kind “tag-
team” sermon at 10:45 a.m., looking
at three ways all individuals should
respond to Christmas.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 322-7151. The
Terrill Road Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. William C. Page is pastor.

Willow Grove to Hold
Christmas Eve Service
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to its
annual Christmas Eve Service of
Lessons and Carols on Friday, De-
cember 24, at 7:30 p.m.

Besides the traditional lighting of
the Advent and Christ Candles, sing-
ing of carols, readings from scripture
and hearing a special choir anthem,
attendees will be able to view images
depicting Jesus’ birth in artwork from
cultures around the world projected
during the service.

As always, this service will end
with the congregation singing “Silent
Night” and lighting individual candles.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the Southside Firehouse
and Southside Soccer Field, and near
the corner of South Martine Avenue.
All church facilities are handicap-
accessible. For information on other
ministries, visit
willowgrovechurch.org or call the
church at (908) 232-5678.

‘Blue Christmas’ Set
At Willow Grove

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Blue Christ-
mas: A Service of Comfort and
Hope” will be held in the sanctuary
of the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church on Tuesday, December 21,
at 7:30 p.m.

This quiet service is designed for
people who are feeling lonely or sad
during the holiday season. Through
music, scripture, prayer and candle-
light, it will acknowledge partici-
pants’ blues and pain and look toward
the hope to come. All are welcome.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, across the street from
the Southside Firehouse and Southside
Soccer Field, and near the corner of
South Martine Avenue. All church fa-
cilities are handicap-accessible.

Sunday morning worship services
are held at 10 a.m. For information on
other Willow Grove ministries, visit
willowgrovechurch.org or call the
church at (908) 232-5678.

Stephen P. Bredin, 88, Active Volunteer;
Worked With UN and Darden School

Trinity Fund-raising to Aid
Malaria Prevention Effort

CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at the corner of
North and Forest Avenues in
Cranford, is raising funds to support
the Episcopal Relief and
Development’s Malaria Prevention
Program.

Every day, 2,000 children under 5
years of age die from malaria in sub-
Saharan Africa, with nearly one mil-
lion people dying each year from the
disease. Malaria is caused by a para-
site transmitted through the bite of an
infected mosquito, usually at night
while people are sleeping. Sleeping
under insecticide-treated nets protect
people from contracting malaria, yet
most people do not have access to one.

The Episcopal Relief and
Development’s Malaria Prevention Pro-
gram provides insecticide-treated nets,
training on how to use them, and mos-
quito control techniques to remote Af-
rican communities. This simple de-
vice, combined with training on how to
effectively use it, costs only $12.

Trinity Episcopal Church’s Out-
reach Committee has decided that
the holiday Giving Tree donations
from parishioners will be given to the
Episcopal Relief and Development
Malaria Prevention Program.

“As Christians, we have made a
commitment to God to serve one an-
other,” said the Reverend Dr. Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector of Trinity Epis-
copal Church. “The Malaria Preven-
tion Program gives us the opportunity

to live up to that commitment with a
lifesaving gift to people who need it.
We invite everyone to join us.”

Contributions allow Episcopal Re-
lief and Development to provide nets
for people with the greatest need. So
far, NetsforLife® has distributed more
than one million nets across 12 coun-
tries. The goal is to deliver seven mil-
lion more nets in the next seven years.

To contribute, individuals may mail
their checks to: Trinity Episcopal
Church, 205 North Avenue, East,
Cranford, N.J. 07016. Checks should
be made payable to “Trinity Episco-
pal Church,” with the designation
“Episcopal Relief and Development
Mosquito Netting Project.” Trinity
asks that contributions be made prior
to Christmas.

Stephen Price Bredin, 88, of
Charlottesville, Va. passed away on
Monday, December 13, 2010, after a
long battle with Parkinson’s.

He was born September 17, 1922
in Philadelphia, Pa. to
the late artist Rae Sloan
Bredin and Alice
Rachael Price Bredin, of
New Hope, Pa. Also pre-
ceding him in death is
his son, Stephen
Denison Bredin.

Surviving him are his
loving wife of nearly 60
years, Harriet Sanford
Bredin, and their chil-
dren, Alice Bredin-
Karny and her children,
Matthew and Meredith,
of Vienna, Va.;
Katherine Bredin Mazzocco, her hus-
band, Raymond, and their children,
Lindsay, Elizabeth, Carolyn and
Raymond, of Winnetka, Ill.; Eliza-
beth Gresham Bredin Lowe, her hus-
band, James, and their children,
Katherine and James, of Takoma Park,
Md.; John Sloan Bredin, his wife,
Elizabeth, and their children, Phoebe,
Stephen and David, of Cairo, Egypt,
and Virginia Bredin Gillock, her hus-
band, C. Buckley, and their children,
Charles, Price and Harrison, of
Staunton, Va.

Stephen was a veteran of World
War II, when he served in the U.S.

Army as a linguist. He later worked
for the Creole Petroleum Corpora-
tion, which later became the Exxon
Corporation. He worked with the
United Nations in New York and later

the Darden School at the
University of Virginia. He
also helped in the forma-
tion of Worksource Enter-
prises, which helped un-
derprivileged children,
where he was a board mem-
ber for 10 years.

In addition to spending
time with his beloved fam-
ily, he enjoyed volunteer-
ing for the event staff at
UVA football games, as
well as with the Thomas
Jefferson chapter of the
Sons of the American

Revolution, of which he had been
president. He also enjoyed painting
watercolors of the mountains of west-
ern Virginia and sailing in the waters
of the Chesapeake.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, December
17, 2010, at Saint Paul’s Memorial
Church in Charlottesville.

In lieu of flowers, Stephen re-
quested that memorial contributions
be made to the Saint Paul’s Memorial
Church Discretionary Fund, 1700
University Avenue, Charlottesville,
Va. 22903.
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Club is Saving Lives
‘One Leaf at a Time’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High

School Oddjobs for Charity Club has
been hard at work through the fall
raking leaves to raise money for char-
ity. The club was founded last year by
a small group of sophomores looking
to make a difference in the world.
Through shoveling, raking and other
chores, the club, with a variety of
other fundraisers, raised almost
$2,000 last year.

The students’ goal is to raise $5,000
by the end of their senior year to fund
the construction of a clean-water well
in Africa. Although the raking season
is almost over, the club is open to any
miscellaneous chores and also offers a
snow-shoveling service. Anyone in-
terested in donating to the club or
interested in its services may contact
oddjobsforcharity@gmail.com.


