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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
TROTTER, PAPANDREA SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Cranford Cougar Boys Inherit
Beefed Up Schedule in B’ball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Outstanding achievement had its
upside when last year’s Cranford High
School (CHS) boys basketball team
tapped into the CHS all-time record
list.

In 1970, the Kansas City Chiefs
won Super Bowl IV, the Weatherman
organization planted a bomb that
killed three members at a New Jersey
military dance, the Beatles disbanded,
Apollo 13 made a miraculous emer-
gency return from the moon, the Ohio
National Guard killed four student
protesters at Kent State University,
President Nixon lowered the voting
age to 18, the Baltimore Orioles won
the World Series and the Cranford
High School boys basketball team
won a conference title.

Forty years later, in 2010, the Cou-
gar boys nudged through many very
close games, winning some and los-

ing some, but battled to become the
Union County Conference Mountain
Division champions, finishing their
season with a 13-9 record.

But the downside of such an out-
standing achievements has been that
the Cougars have been catapulted
into an intensely competitive confer-
ence.

“That’s the decision that the people
up above made and, mathematically,
they felt like we belonged. We are
going to have to play the schedule we
have,” Cougar Head Coach Ryan
Huber said. “We can’t worry about
why we are playing this team, why
we are playing that team. We are
going to go at everybody. We are
going to give it our best shot.”

The Cougars graduated four se-
niors in Will Green, Kendall Grier,
Nick Pace and Greg Goode, who spent
a majority of their time on the court,
and return only one starter in senior

Sean Trotter.
“We only return one starter in Sean

Trotter. Unfortunately right now, he’s
banged up a little bit, coming off
some injuries during football season.
Hopefully, he will get back before the
season starts. We returned a couple of
guys, who played last year, gave us
some minutes. Joey Papandrea, Ryan
Fitzsimmons, Mark Osofsky! So we
are looking for our seniors to be lead-
ers this year,” Coach Huber said.

Trotter, Papandrea and Osofsky
will be at the guard positions, while
Fitzsimmons is expected to be a for-
ward. Trotter and Papandrea have
been selected as team captains.

“They have been great leaders, but
really, every senior have been great
for us. We have expectations of what
a Cranford basketball player should
be, and we are getting there,” Coach
Huber said.

ENGLESE, GRANT, & OTHERS WILL BE WORKHORSES

Lady Cougars Show Strength
In all Areas of Winter Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Contagiousness, the good type, has
spread throughout the entire Cranford
High School girls winter track team.
The athletes are getting better and
more and more youth have been drawn
to the program, which boasts nearly
100 competitors in the combined girls
and boys teams.

The Lady Cougars are expected to
be strong across the board, but espe-
cially in the sprints, hurdles and mid-

distance events, and leading several
of those events will be senior Natalie
Englese, last year’s sectional and
group champion in the 400 meters,
who will compete in a variety of
events, including the 200 and 800.
During the fall, instead of playing
soccer, she ran cross-country.

“She has dedicated herself by do-
ing cross-country in the fall. Her goal
is to be the fastest girl in New Jersey,
indoor and outdoor, in the 400. She
wants to win the Meet of Champi-
ons,” Cougar Head Coach Peter Kane
said. “When the occasional 200s come
up, she will run the 200. It’s not

contested at the state level [indoor].
She will also be a part of the 4x4 and
the sprint medley. And we are going
to stick her in a bunch of 800s too.
That will build stamina and increase
her strength.”

Kelly Burke, a multi-event athlete
who an All-American in the triple
jump and a state champion in the pole
vault, has graduated, but there still
remains plenty a depth that would
like to fill her shoes.

“We lost our only senior in Kelly
[Burke]. It is a big void, but we have
a lot of people, who are stepping into

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR ANOTHER GREAT SEASON…The Cougar girls are ready for another great season in winter track.
Pictured, left to right, are some of the veterans plus a rookie: front row; Rebecca Shimonov, Bridget Miller, Natalie Englese,
Ronnie Miller and Gillian Burke; back row, Ana DiGiovanni, Kate Evans, Megan Schetelich, Megan Byrnes, Kristen
VanBenschoten and Devon Cacchione.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR SENIOR LEADERSHIP…Cranford boys basketball Head Coach Ryan Huber is looking to his seniors for
team leadership. Pictured, left to right, are: seniors Sean Trotter, Joey Papandrea, Mark Osofsky and Bryan Fitzsimmons.

Probitas Verus Honos

Boys Winter Track will be in the December 23 issue
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