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Bears Return 3 AC Qualifiers, Highlanders Stepping Higher;
Panthers Showing Strength in Union County Wrestling Scene

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expect “the usual suspects” to be
at the top of the wrestling list for the
Union County Tournament (UCT),
but with a few adjustments. The
Brearley Bears will be growling once
again with the Governor Livingston
Highlanders and the Roselle Park
Panthers prowling in the background.
The Cranford Cougars will still be
tough, but the Westfield Blue Devils
and the Rahway Indians have been
stirring up their masses.

Brearley Bears:
The Bears may have graduated

some strength from last year, but re-
turn three AC qualifiers and three
who were knocking loudly on the

door – two who
placed fourth
and a top-seeded
wrestler who
was disqualified
in the semifinals.
One could say
they are “loaded
for Bear” this
year.

“We have 37 guys on the roster,
with a couple of guys hurt, so we are
going to be holding 35-40 on the
roster this season,” Bear Head Coach
Scot Weaver said. “I have a pretty
good knowledge of what they have
produced over the years and the tal-
ent level that is in the room. We are
looking to come after it from the
beginning, compete in the open tour-
naments in Maryland and the Beast
of the East in Delaware. We are look-
ing to win [the] states and challenge
for that No. 1 spot.”

Anthony Madonia (sr – 112):
Second in UCT and District 11 at
112, fourth Region 3. Finished 29-8.
UCT and district champ in 2009.

“Not only is he a quality wrestler,
but he is one of the leaders of this

team. He being
112 again, I think
he is a problem
for a lot of guys.
I am curious to
see how he fares
against that guy
from South
P l a i n f i e l d .
Ashnault!”

Anthony Rice (so – 119): UCT
and District 11 champ at 119. Fourth
in Region 3. Finished 31-7.

“Anthony is one of the more tal-
ented kids on the team. He is very
motivated this year.”

Nick Lospinoso (jr – 140): UCT
champ and second in District 11 at
135. Finished 20-9.

“I am excited to see how Nicky
goes after it this year. He is really

motivated. He
kind of ran the
table at the
Cornell compe-
tition camp. He
beat a couple of
state champs in
upstate New
York.”

Dan Ries (sr
– 135/40): UCT, District 11 and Re-
gion 3 champ at 140. Placed eighth at
AC. Finished 35-6. UCT and district
champ in 2009.

“Danny is a competitor. I feel that
he fell short of his potential last year.

He has beaten a lot of really good
kids in the off-season and competed
in a lot of big tournaments.”

Devon Geoghegan (sr – 145):
UCT and District 11 champ at 145.
Second in Region 3. DQed at AC.
Finished 36-4. UCT champ in 2009.

John Balboni (so – 160): Second
in UCT, District 11 champ and third
in Region 3 (AC qualifier) at 152.
Finished 31-8.

Dillon Geoghegan (sr – 171): UCT
and District 11 champ at 160. DQed
in Region 3 semis. Finished 29-5.
District champ in 2009.

Keep eye on Anthony Tancs (189)
Roselle Park:

The Panthers won the District 10
title and the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 1 title and finished with a 21-
3 record. RP’s Wrestlers fill all the

weight classes
and several strong
veterans return in
the mix of 40 kids.

“We had a pro-
ductive off-sea-
son, wrestled
about 30 duals
[and] competed
throughout the

state. Our guys did a very nice job.
After losing the kids we did to gradu-
ation from last year’s team, we think
the off-season enabled us to hit the
ground running this season. We will
be competitive. We have very good
team chemistry. We definitely have a
relentless pursuit of excellence,” Pan-
ther Head Coach John Ranieri said.

John DeVito (so – 112): Third in
district. Finished 22-13.

Dan Pisauro (sr – 125): Second in
UCT at 125. Dis-
trict champ and
second in Region
3 (AC qualifier)
at 119. Finished
30-10.

Nick Longo
(sr – 140): Quali-
fied for Region 3
at 135. Finished

25-13.
Victor Pozsonyi (jr – 171): Dis-

trict champ, third in UCT and third in
Region 3 at 171. Finished 32-8 at AC.

Connor Gabriel (sr – 189): Quali-
fied for Region 3 at 189. Finished 22-
6.

Keep an eye on Brandon Leary (jr
– 130): Third in district. Finished 23-
13. Jon Acosta (sr – 152) Third in
UCT at 130. Jovanni Ramirez (sr –
119).

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils have 35 wrestlers

in the room with only two seniors, but
the outlook is expected to be even
better.

“Based on
what we have
coming back
from a 9-8 sea-
son, you would
think we would
be OK, but I
think we are go-
ing to be much
better than that,”

Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
said. “These kids put in some time in
the off-season. I think they put them-

selves in a position to overachieve.
It’s going to be fun.”

Christian Barber (sr – 152): Sec-
ond in UCT, second in District 11 and
third in Region 3 (AC qualifier) at
140. Finished 24-8. District 11 champ
his freshman and sophomore sea-
sons.

“The confidence has got to be sky
high after placing fifth in the Super
32, a national level tournament. He
beat state champs from other states.
He has beaten place winners from
Jersey. It’s time for Westfield to have
another state medalist.”

Mike Kalimtzis (jr – 103): UCT
and District 11 champ at 103. Fin-
ished 23-7. Has a 44-16 varsity record
in two years.

Troy Skibitsky (jr – 145): Second
in District 11 and fourth in Region 3
at 125. Finished 20-10. Second in
district his freshman season. Has a

45-19 varsity
record.

“Our veterans,
the guys who
have been
around like
Christian and
Mike and Troy,
it’s going to be
fun to watch how

far they go.”
Keep and eye on Ellis Opoku (jr –

152), Kieran Cline (jr – 171), Luke
Gibbons (jr – 189)

Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders have relaxed their

schedule to give their younger wres-
tlers a chance to develop.

“We have about 40 kids in the
room. All the kids are working hard.

They want to be there. We are work-
ing on all the fine-tuning of the moves.
They are doing everything we are
asking them,” Raider Head Coach
John Scholz said.

Sean Cannon (jr – 145): Fourth in
UCT at 130. Finished 16-12.

“He’s putting in the work, putting
in the road time, and he’s looking
sharp in the room.”

Mike Steinfeld (jr – 140): Third
in District 11 and fifth in UCT at 140.

Finished 23-14.
“This year, he

is going to be the
kid [others will
say], ‘ah man! I
am going to have
to wrestle Mike
Steinfeld.’ ”

A n t h o n y
Tufaro (so –

hwt): Fourth in District 11. Finished
10-17.

“He put on a lot of muscle mass. He
is biting at the bit. He wrestled all
summer. He went to camp, and he has
done everything that he needs to do.”

Governor Livingston:
The Highlanders are a senior-laden

team with a good
percentage of
juniors. Accord-
ing to Head
Coach Rick
Iacono, “We feel
pretty comfort-
able with the
group and depth
that we have.

This is becoming a program with a
good nucleus of kids. The work ethic
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