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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·We remove the hassle of collision repairs from you
promptly and perfectly!

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

G88187

New

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

Scutari Calls on Rivera-Soto
To Resign From Court

TRENTON – State Senator Nicho-
las Scutari (D-Linden), chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee, has
joined Senate President Stephen
Sweeney in seeking the resignation
of New Jersey Supreme Court Asso-
ciate Justice Roberto A. Rivera-Soto.

Senator Scutari’s statement follows
comments by Justice Rivera-Soto that
he will abstain from cases before the
court as long as a temporary judge,
Chief Appellate Judge Edwin Stern,
is serving on the court. Chief Justice
Stuart Rabner appointed Justice Stern
after Senator Sweeney refused to hold
hearings for any of Governor Chris
Christie’s appointments after the gov-
ernor opted not to reappoint Justice
John Wallace.

“Justice Rivera-Soto’s outright re-
fusal to perform his judicial duties
demonstrates a complete disregard
for the position he holds and for the
residents of this state,” Mr. Scutari
said. “The timing of his move is sus-
pect. With his reappointment after
seven years on the court around the
corner, this smacks of a desperate

attempt to distract from his ethical
lapses and grab the attention of right-
wing pundits who share a disdain for
the court.”

“This is an act of true arrogance.
He is making an absolute mockery of
the judiciary, and is clearly no longer
fit to serve on the court. He should
immediately step down,” Mr. Scutari
said.

According to The New York Times,
an advisory panel found in 2007 that
Justice Rivera-Soto violated judicial
rules when he interceded in a dispute
between his son and a high school
football teammate. The court deter-
mined the judge handed out business
cards listing his position to a police
official investigating the matter and
called the prosecutor, assignment
judge and another judge.

Justice Rivera-Soto was nominated
by Governor James McGreevey and
was sworn in in 2004. Justices come
up for reappointment seven years af-
ter their initial appointment and serve
until the state’s mandatory retirement
age of 70.

Christie Vetoes Racing
Schedules at N.J. Tracks

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie has vetoed the New Jersey
Racing Commission’s establishment
of a full standardbred and thorough-
bred racing schedule for Monmouth
Park and the Meadowlands. The gov-
ernor cited his administration’s ef-
forts to end annual taxpayer subsi-
dies for the New Jersey horse-racing
industry and make it self-sustain-
ing.

“The racing commission’s action
at its November 10 meeting estab-
lishing a full race schedule for 2011
conflicts with the primary recom-
mendation contained in a supple-
mental report under review by the
administration to substantially re-
duce the number of live racing days
at Monmouth Park and the Mead-
owlands Racetrack for next year,”
according a press release from the
governor’s office. “At the Novem-
ber 10 meeting, the Racing Com-
mission approved a request from the
New Jersey Sports and Exposition
Authority (NJSEA) to establish the
full race meeting schedule for next
year.”

Governor Chris Christie has said

his administration is considering
scaled-down race meets among pos-
sible solutions for making the horse
racing industry self-sustaining. He
said the veto was necessary, pending
a legislative resolution on horse-rac-
ing recommendations and solutions.

“While the recommendation is be-
ing reviewed, it would be inappro-
priate to approve the NJSEA’s re-
quest to race 141 thoroughbred races
dates at Monmouth Park and 141
Standardbred races dates at the
Meadowlands Racetrack particularly
in light of the taxpayer subsidies
required to sustain such a lengthy
race calendar,” Governor Christie
said in his veto letter.

“An appropriate solution for the
state-owned racetracks, which does
not unduly burden the taxpayers of
this state, must be reached before a
schedule for the 2011 racing season
can be approved,” the Governor
wrote.

County Cancels Purchase
Of Home Near Nomahegan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County has
cancelled an agreement to purchase a
Cranford home that abuts Nomahegan
Park after the seller’s bank wanted a
higher purchase price. The county
had come to an agreement to pur-
chase the half-acre lot at 112 Park
Drive for $495,000 this past spring.

At last Wednesday’s freeholder
meeting, County Manager George
Devanney said the county “offered
what we believed to be fair market
value.” He said the bank did not indi-
cate how much more it wanted for the
property.

“It just came to the [price] of the
property. It had nothing to do with
whether or not it was valuable to our
park system,” he said. “We thought
the property would be an asset to our
parks system.”

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader and The Times, the
property was purchased by Robert
and Diane Rebimbas in 2006 for
$875,000. A total of $11,458 in taxes
was paid on the property last year.

The county had intended to close
off the end of Park Drive and extend
the park so that bikers, joggers and
walkers no longer have to enter the
roadway before reentering the
Nomahegan Park.

The freeholders also approved a
resolution to officially cancel an
agreement with New Providence to
take over ownership of Oakwood
Park. The resolution follows the de-
feat by borough voters of a referen-
dum in November asking residents to
approve the transaction. In return, the
county had agreed to finance a $3.5-
million sports complex, including two
football/soccer fields, two baseball
diamonds and a 50-car parking area.

In other business, the board passed
a resolution supporting a petition
seeking an apology from county Re-
publican candidates regarding elec-
tion-night comments attributed to
them in a Leader/ Times article pub-
lished on November 4.

“I don’t know what you guys are
doing here,” Garwood resident Bruce
Paterson said, calling the resolution
“political.”

Kenilworth resident John Bury said
the online Apologize Now in Union
County petition is seeking 1,000 sig-
natures to be sent to county GOP
Chairman Phil Morin. “Last [time] I
looked, there were 56 (as of Decem-
ber 8),” he said. “I don’t think it is
really that serious…It’s a site that
nobody is going to...I think we have
more important things to focus on.”

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh said
those persons “who don’t think these
statements were overt or purposeful,
I think it’s because they are not real-
izing that this is embedded so deeply
in a thought process of the individu-
als [who] made these statements. I
urge them to reexamine their think-
ing because this type of deviousness
is not going to get us anywhere.”

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
said he signed a letter with other
officials seeking an apology because,
“I thought it (comments attributed to
GOP candidates) was political. And
as the mayor, I am a politician…And
my answer was political.”

“I think they (Democratic voters)

knew what they were doing in Eliza-
beth. I think they knew what they were
doing in Westfield, those Democrats
who voted with us and those Demo-
crats who voted with us in Summit, in
New Providence. I think they clearly
saw that the Republican Party has cho-
sen the very wealthy…over those [who
have] struggled,” the mayor said.

The board approved a resolution to
enter into a “use and maintenance
agreement” with Scotch Plains for the
Ponderosa Farm Park development
project. According to Victoria Durbin
Drake, the administrator of the
county’s Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund, the
county would design the park, which
will include two soccer fields, a play-
ground, water park, restrooms and
walking trails. “They (Scotch Plains)
will maintain the property once it is
completed,” she said.

The county purchased the 23-acre
property in 2003 for $10 million from
Norman “Dutch” Seville. It was origi-
nally going to be a children’s petting
zoo, but that proposal drew strong
opposition from residents and the
township. She said the cost of the
project would not be known until it
goes out to bid.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion consenting to the issuance of
recovery zone facility bonds by the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity for the Wakefern warehouse-ex-
pansion project in Elizabeth. The to-
tal of the bonds has been increased by
$25 million to $44.5 million to fi-
nance the project. The additional
funding, officials said, became avail-
able from the state for economic de-
velopment projects.

The board also passed, on first read-
ing, an ordinance to issue $43.9 mil-
lion in bonds for capital purchases,
including $9.3 million for a new club-
house at Galloping Hill Golf Course
in Kenilworth and $3.6 million for
synthetic-turf athletic fields, as well
as for the dredging of ponds at Meisel,
Briant, Rahway and Nomahegan
lakes and/or ponds.

During the public-comment sec-
tion of the meeting, Elizabeth resi-
dent Joseph Doherty said the efforts
“to replace the ruling party (on Elec-
tion day) fell short of the mark.”
“Their votes were trumped by party
loyalists and power brokers, who suc-
ceeded in maintaining the status quo,”
Mr. Doherty said. He said he sup-
ports changing from an at-large board
to one in which freeholders would be
voted by districts.

“This would level the playing field
and allow all areas of the county to
have an equal say without being over-
ruled by [city strongholds], which, in
reality, negates all opposition,” Mr.
Doherty said.

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MERRY CHRISTMAS...Santa Claus, portrayed by Matt Costello, and Children’s
Specialized Hospital (CSH) Chief Executive Officer Amy Mansue, dressed as
“Holly the Elf,” meet Kaia Foddrell of Orange during the CSH Daycare Center’s
Christmas Party last week in Roselle Park.

Garwood Sets
Reorganization Date
GARWOOD — The annual Re-

organization Meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of
Garwood for 2011 will be held on
Sunday, January 2, at 3 p.m., in the
Council Chambers at the Municipal
Building, located at 403 South Av-
enue. The public is encouraged to
attend. For information, call (908)
789-0710.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

CSH Holds Christmas Party
For Kids at Daycare Center

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROSELLE PARK — The
Children’s Specialized Hospital
(CSH), an affiliate of the Robert
Wood Johnson Health System,
staged a small Christmas celebra-
tion on Friday for children in the
care of the hospital’s Pediatric Medi-
cal Day Care Program in Roselle
Park.

The daycare provided is designed
for children up to age 5 living with
complicated and advanced medical
conditions requiring intensive skilled
nursing care such as Ajahnae Gra-
ham of East Orange and Kaia
Foddrell of Orange. Ajahnae suffers
from dysphagia, a congenital swal-
lowing disorder requiring her to use
a feeding tube. Kaia suffers from
Denys–Drash syndrome and recently
received a kidney transplant from
her mother.

Because of these girls’ conditions,
regular daycare centers are not
equipped to adequately take care of
them. The CSH makes it possible for
working-class families with disabled
children to keep their kids at a
daycare while the parents work, un-
til the children are healthy enough
that they do not require as intensive
day-to-day care.

Present at the Christmas celebra-
tion were Westfield residents Matt
Costello and Amy Jester, dressed
up as Santa Claus and “Holly the
Elf,” respectively. Also in atten-
dance was Westfield Fire Chief Dan
Kelly. The Westfield Fire Depart-
ment and the Westfield Knights of
Columbus are among the list of

donors who help keep the daycare
facility operating.

Mr. Costello and Ms. Jester, who
have volunteered their time and ef-
forts at the daycare center for many
years now, were presented with
awards “in recognition of [their]
compassion and commitment to [the]
babies,” as was inscribed.

“We take a lot of pride in not
taking anything for any of this, and
this [award] means a lot,” Mr.
Costello remarked, and then jok-
ingly added, “of course, I do have a
tip jar out back!”

Ms. Jester continued Mr.
Costello’s levity, jesting (pun in-
tended), “I just want a Lexus.”

Dr.Sharon Burke, director of the
infant rehabilitation program, said
she, along with Amy Mansue, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
CSH, and Phil Salerno, president of
the Foundation, said they were ap-
preciative of the donations from the
local community, which will go to-
wards the purchase of equipment
such as strollers, car seats and other
items for these children.

“It is a wonderful feeling to col-
laborate with members of the com-
munity who understand the chal-
lenges faced by our children as well
as share the many success stories of
these children and their families,”
Dr. Burkesaid.

CSH is the largest pediatric reha-
bilitation hospital in the country, with
inpatient and outpatient programs
for children from birth to 21 years.

www.goleader.com


