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Courtesy of Nancy Lama/Evergreen School
GIVING TOYS A SECOND CHANCE...Evergreen School in Scotch Plains teamed up with Second Chance Toys, a non-
profit organization that recycles gently used plastic toys to give to children in need, to teach students about the importance
of giving to others while at the same time keeping non-biodegradable plastics out of landfills. In an hour’s time, 520 good-
as-new toys were collected to be donated to organizations in Union County. Pictured above are students getting ready to load
up the truck, which 1800GotJunk? offered for delivery of the toys. From left to right are: Jessica Yu, Angel Pena, Justin
Walsh, Tim Lamberta, Señora Bronna Lipton, Haley Birch, Bianca Young and Zachary Zimmerman.

ROTARY RAFFLE…The Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains is holding its
annual 50-50 raffle, with winning tickets worth up to $6,000, $2,000 or $1,000 to
each of four lucky winners. The drawing will be held on Wednesday, January 5.
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary supports various causes and local college scholar-
ships. Tickets are available from Rotarians or by calling (908) 233-9194. Pictured
are Janet Strunk, chairwoman of the 50-50 project, and Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary President John Crisafulli.

LaCosta Prepares for RVSA
As New Scotch Plains Rep.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — When Rob-
ert LaCosta takes over as the
township’s new representative to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) in February, he says he will
“go in with eyes wide open and take
things a day at a time.”

“I have a big pair of shoes to fill,”
Mr. LaCosta told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week. The town-
ship zoning officer for nearly 34 years,
Mr. LaCosta was appointed RVSA
commissioner last week by the town-
ship council and will replace Joan
Papen, who has served since 1995.
He said he plans to speak with Mrs.
Papen to discuss the various issues
facing the utility, which has had some
operational and financing issues that
have been reported in the media in
recent months, including problems
with the facility’s new co-generation
plant. “It will be interesting and be a
challenge,” he added.

The five-member township coun-
cil was initially split on the appoint-
ment during a conference meeting
discussion last Tuesday, with Mayor
Nancy Malool and Councilman Jeff
Strauss favoring Mrs. Papen’s reap-
pointment and Deputy Mayor
Dominick Bratti, Councilwoman

Mary DePaola and Councilman Kevin
Glover backing Mr. LaCosta. Later,
during a formal roll-call vote at the
council’s regular meeting, all five
members backed Mr. LaCosta’s ap-
pointment, which will run for four
years. RVSA commissioners’ terms
are for five years, but Mrs. Papen has
served since February as an interim
appointee for the current term.

Speaking to The Times this week,
Mrs. Papen wished Mr. LaCosta well,
noting that the post is a “busy, busy
position.” She said she was concerned
that the utility, which serves more
than 300,000 residents and 3,500 in-
dustrial and commercial customers
in central New Jersey, was at a re-
newed risk of privatization, a move
she had strongly opposed, especially
in recent years as discussions of the
idea heated up. She said the private
company that has been under consid-
eration to operate the RVSA has been
similarly involved in other towns and
has had “some problems.”

She also had some concerns about
meetings held between the mayors of
some of the RVSA towns, including
Mayor Malool, concerning what Mrs.
Papen called “different ideas” for how
the RVSA should be operated. Mrs.
Papen said the RVSA is “autonomous
and not dictated by the mayors.”
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County Moving Forward on
$28.6-Million Solar Program

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County is
moving ahead with awarding a con-
tract to California-based Tioga Energy
to run the county’s new solar energy
program. Tioga was selected last year
to lead Morris County’s program.

Jonathan Williams, an attorney rep-
resenting the Union County Improve-
ment Authority, said at last
Wednesday’s county freeholders
meeting that the program will in-
clude 46 solar panel installations on
rooftops of county, municipal and
school buildings.

Sixteen government entities are tak-
ing part in the program. They include
the towns of Cranford, Hillside, Lin-
den, Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle, and
Springfield as well as the Garwood,
Hillside, Winfield, New Providence,
Roselle Park and Roselle boards of
education. In addition, the Union Coun-
try Arts Center in Rahway, county ad-
ministration building in Elizabeth,
Union County College in Cranford and
Morris-Union Jointure in New Provi-
dence are included. Cranford will put
installations on its community center
as well as the municipal library and
parking lot, while Springfield will have
solar panels installed on its municipal
building, department of public works
garage, library and recreation center.

Towns and school boards will sign
15-year contracts with the county to
join the program. The installation
costs will be paid by Tioga Energy.

Mr. Williams said the solar instal-
lations are expected to be completed
within a year. He said the financing
for the project includes a county guar-
antee of 70 percent of the costs in the
event Tioga defaults on its agree-
ment. Tioga will be required to post
the remaining 30 percent of the costs.

At Wednesday’s meeting, the free-

holders introduced on first reading
an ordinance to guarantee $20 mil-
lion of the total estimated $28.6-mil-
lion costs of installations of solar
equipment through bonding. Mr.
Williams said the agreement requires
Tioga to post 30 percent of that the
total cost and to repay the county the
remaining amount over the length of
the agreement. The county and the
UCIA would own the solar panels
“during the 15 years it takes the debt
to be repaid,” Mr. Williams said.

He projected that the county’s re-
newable energy program would al-
low towns and school boards in the
program to save $6.2 million over the
15-year agreements. Mr. Williams
said Tioga would benefit from the
sale of electricity generated by the
solar panels, which he estimated at
40 percent lower than the market
price for electric power. Tioga would
also take advantage of tax credits.

When asked by Freeholder Chair-
man Dan Sullivan how the Union and
Morris Counties programs differ, Mr.
Williams said Morris County had to
guarantee 100 percent of the $30
million in debt for its program, which
includes installations on 14 public
school buildings as well as county
buildings. He said Union County is
backing 70 percent of its program.

“So there is much more protection
built into this transaction, and we
were still able achieve much higher
savings than they were able to achieve
in Morris County,” Mr. Williams ex-
plained. According to published re-
ports, Morris County anticipates en-
ergy savings of  $2.3 million.

In response, Mr. Sullivan stated, “I
applaud everyone who was involved
for that type of performance and get-
ting those types of results.” The hear-
ing on the ordinance will be held on
Wednesday, December 22.

SPF BOE Defies State Mandate
To Reduce School Super’s Salary

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting last Thursday
evening, board members unani-
mously passed a resolution to reject
an edict by Governor Chris Christie
and the Department of Education to
cut Superintendent Margaret Hayes’
salary by approximately $14,000 if
they wish to renew her contract. Board
members were in support of keeping
the superintendent for another five

years at her current salary.
According to board member

Donald Parisi, the board had previ-
ously voted to keep Superintendent
Hayes from 2011 until June 30, 2015,
at her current salary of $189,000. He
noted her contract renewal was re-
jected by the state, which is putting a
cap at $175,000 for her and other
superintendent positions in districts
with a similar number of students.
The new salary caps are set to take
effect February 7.

In his address to the audience, Mr.

Parisi noted that the state is dictating
that Superintendent Hayes “take a
significant pay cut or retire.” He
stated, “New Jersey needs to figure
out who is making the decisions on
who will be the superintendents for
our schools. I believe these decisions
should be local decisions. I have a
problem when these types of deci-
sions do not come from our local
towns.”

He also noted that, “before govern-
ment changes a rule, usually a pro-
posal is made and the people get to
talk about it, before it is mandated.”

Mr. Parisi concluded, “It takes a
life’s work to become a superinten-
dent.”

Board of Education member Betty
Anne Woerner echoed Mr. Parisi’s
sentiments, saying that Mr. Parisi
stated his argument “passionately and
eloquently.” She also stated that the
state edict regarding the contract was
“outrageous.”

Fanwood resident Michael Lewis
made a comment regarding Mr.
Parisi’s remarks, saying that, “for
every Dr. Hayes, there are others who
run into trouble.” He also stated, “not
every school board is as conscien-
tious as you are.”

In other business, members of the
board passed a resolution honoring
the young women who make up the
Girls Varsity Soccer team at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. The
team, which won its fifth county title
in six years, had a season of 14 wins
and two losses. The team was led by
its coach of seven years, Kevin Ewing.

Board of Education President Trip
Whitehouse stated, “You beat
Westfield three times in one year.
Just beating any team three times in
one season is impressive.” He added,
“Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
been known as a soccer community
for the last 15 to 20 years. As of late,

Fanwood Council Puts Nail Salon
Business Restrictions on Hold
By TED RITTER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – At Tuesday night’s
meeting, the Fanwood Borough
Council tabled an ordinance amend-
ment that would have prohibited new
nail salons from opening up in the
downtown redevelopment area.

Resident Harry McNally, during
public comments, asked, “If you’re
going to limit [nail salons], what else
are you going to be limiting?”

“We are fortunate enough to have
four nail salons within a very small
area,” responded Mayor Colleen
Mahr. However, the mayor noted, the
salons are “cannibalizing” each other
in the competition for business.

The amended ordinance was in-
tended to ensure a variety of busi-
nesses in the downtown and prevent
too many nail salons from existing in
the designated downtown zone.

But the mayor acknowledged Tues-
day night that the “list” of the types of
businesses currently prohibited in the
downtown “may no longer be accu-
rate,” and then indicated that the
measure would be put on hold.

“We want to get this right,” said
Mayor Mahr.

“This is our opportunity to take a
look at our ordinances [regarding]
what is permitted,” she said.

The unanimous vote to put the
measure (which had been scheduled
for second reading) on hold “for fur-
ther review and discussion” came
during Tuesday night’s regular coun-
cil meeting – the last of the calendar
year.

Prior to the vote, downtown busi-
ness and property owner Helen Ling
spoke about the need to “have this
issue in perspective” and to “strike a
balance.”

“If not nail salons, what kinds of
businesses do you want to have…and
how do you get them?” she asked.

Mrs. Ling also asked the govern-
ing body to appoint an official liaison

to “have ongoing communications
with downtown business owners.”

Mrs. Ling further emphasized the
importance of local businesses to the
community and the economic impact
of shopping locally.

“What you said is right on the
money,” responded Mayor Mahr, add-
ing, “[This] motivates me to work a
little harder to advance the goals we
have set forth for redevelopment.”

Mayor Mahr noted that, “it’s a dif-
ferent world out there right now”
compared to five or six years ago
when the borough began its ongoing
redevelopment efforts.

The mayor indicated that the bor-
ough may need to develop a market-
ing plan, in addition to a downtown
business liaison, to lure businesses
into the redevelopment area.

“We need to go find them…and
bring them here,” said Mayor Mahr.

Councilman Robert Manduca
agreed that, “local merchants con-
tribute to the tax base of our commu-
nity,” and added, “you’re very much
acting in your own interests” when
shopping locally.

Councilman Mike Szuch said he
would be interested in serving as a
liaison to work with downtown busi-
nesses.

In later public comments, resident
Michael Lewis applauded the gov-
erning body’s decision to table the
amendment.

“It’s good you’re taking another
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL ABOARD...Hundreds board the Santa Train on Saturday in Westfield.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DELIGHTFUL DISPLAY…Santa will have no trouble finding this Rahway
Avenue home Christmas Eve with its festive array of outdoor decorations.


