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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
GIACCIO, MARKOVITCH EYE FOURTH DISTRICT TITLE

Cougar Matmen Have Good
Mix of Youth with Veterans

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Auditions have been in place for
the heaviest three weight classes, but
the Cranford High School wrestling
team will have a solid lineup of veter-
ans occupying the remaining slots
and expect another fine season.

The Cougars, who have 36 wres-
tlers in the room with a good mix of
upperclassmen with underclassmen,
had a great season last year. They
finished 19-5 and were runners-up in
the District 12 Tournament.

“We had a nice season. We had a
couple of young kids with a lot of
experience that we are looking for-
ward to returning this year,” Cougar
Head Coach Darren Torsone said.

Three of those veterans, seniors Joe
Giaccio, Matt DiGiovanni and Kyle
Markovitch, have a good shot at enter-
ing the All-Time Cranford High School
record books in two categories. Giaccio
and Markovitch have an opportunity
to win their fourth District 11 title,
while Giaccio with 88 wins and
DiGiovanni with 65 wins have a shot
at surpassing 100 career wins.

“Joe Giaccio and Kyle Markovitch
should have a shot at being a four-

time district champion. We have had
only two of those in the history of the
high school. We have two guys, who
are looking at getting 100 wins, and
that would be the third and fourth in
the history of the school. One is Greg
Donofrio. Two is Pat Hogan. So we
have a lot of kids working toward
personal goals,” Coach Torsone said.

Last year, Giaccio won the Union
County Tournament (UCT) title, the
District 11 title and the Region 3 title
to qualify for the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment in Atlantic City (AC) at 112-
lbs. He finished with a 32-4 record
and is expected to compete at 119 or,
possibly, 112. Markovitch (54 career
wins), who was injured the first half
of last year, recovered to win the

District 11 crown and to place fourth
in the Region 3 Tournament at 130-
lbs. He finished 14-3 and is expected
to remain at 130.

DiGiovanni came on very strong
last year. After placing third in the
UCT at 135, he won the District 11
crown and placed fourth in the region
to finish with a 30-7 record. He will
compete at 145-lbs this season.

“Matt not only had a great season
last year, he had a breakout season

last year, and he continued with it this
summer, beating a lot of tough kids.
We are looking forward to seeing
what Matt is going to bring. He’s got
high goals,” Coach Torsone said.

Junior J.P. Christiano had a couple
of classic battles with Brearley Bear
John Balboni, who won the District
11 crown and qualified for AC last
year at 152-lbs. Christiano placed
third in the UCT, second in the dis-
trict but was unable to compete in the
regions due to injury and finished 28-
5. He is expected to compete at 160
this season.

“JP has battled through a couple of
tough injuries. Last wrestling season,
he couldn’t continue on in the regions,
and football season this year, he got

injured, but he’s 100 percent right
now. He’s a quick healer. He is excited
about wrestling season, and he’s im-
proved a lot,” Coach Torsone said.

Two more veterans, senior Eric
Knight and junior Ian Henry, are ex-
pected to have a fine season. Knight,
who finished 15-13 at 140-lbs last
year, will remain in that slot. Henry,
who placed third in the UCT at 119-
lbs and finished 19-10, is expected to

SENIORS MONTEAGUDO, CAPECE, GUGIUCCI TO LEAD

Lady Cougar Hoopsters Are
Young, Maybe More Talented

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nostalgia echoed throughout the
Cranford High School gymnasium
on March 9, 2010, and the achieve-
ment of the Lady Cougars varsity
basketball team may have caused
many individuals of an earlier gen-
eration to reminisce.

In 1973, long hair and sideburns
were popular, authentic tie-dye shirts
were still worn, Richard Nixon was
President, the Vietnan War ended, the
World Trade Center officially opened,

Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side of the
Moon was released, CBS sold the
New York Yankees to a man named
George Steinbrenner, Secretariat won
the Triple Crown, the film American
Graffiti debuted, The Godfather won
the Oscar for best picture, and the
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team won a sectional tournament
championship.

Thirty-seven years later, on March
9, 2010, a portion of that history
repeated itself when the Lady Cou-
gars ambushed the Somerville Pio-
neers, 46-34, to capture the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 champion-
ship in Cranford.

“It was very exciting, because the
year before that we made it to the
sectional finals, and we ended up
playing Rumson, which had won it
like 12 years in a row. To make it back
there again and get the opportunity to
win on our home floor, the girls were
so excited. It was good for them,
because they worked really hard,
Cougar Head Coach Jackie [nee
Huber] Dyer said.”

Last year, the Cougars were a
younger team than the year before
but finished with a 21-8 record. Three
talented starters from that champion-
ship squad, Jamie Webb, Taylor

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR LEADERSHIP…Seniors Jackie Monteagudo, left, Brie Capece, center, and Sara Gugliucci are looking forward
to another very successful season for the Lady Cougars basketball team.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK….Eric Pawlick, a senior captain on the varsity ice hockey team, had five goals and
three assists in an 8-2 win over Arthur L. Johnson and a 12-2 win over Governor Livingston last week.

Friday & Saturday, Dec. 17-18

Trunk Show

219 NORTH AVENUE  •  WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

(908) 233-6900
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 What’s on YOUR 
    wish list this year? 

  
 

 

 
 

 
www.mattressfac.com * www.fl ipandrotate.com 

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5 
*see store for details 
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MATTRESS FACTORY 

35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ 
908-322-4178 

Give the gift of sleep between now 
and December 20th and enter to win 

an iPad* 
 
 

 

Wish ListWish List 
 

1. A Good 
Night’s SleepNight’s Sleep 
 
2. iPad 

$50 OFF 
Any twin/full 

Innerspring set 
starting at $499 

 
offer good on new 

purchases only 
expires 12/31/10 

$100 OFF 
Any twin/full 

Latex set  
 

offer good on new 
purchases only 

expires 12/31/10 

$100 OFF 

Any queen/king 
Innerspring set 
starting at $699 

 
offer good on new 

purchases only 
expires 12/31/10 

$200 OFF 
Any queen/king 

Latex set  
 

offer good on new 
purchases only 

expires 12/31/10 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE VERGE OF GETTING INTO THE COUGAR RECORD BOOK…Senior Joe Giaccio, top, is seeking his fourth
district crown, and with 88 career victories, he should easily surpass 100 career victories.


