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Turnovers, Injuries Plagued SPF Gridders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Footballers Exceeded Expectations
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

HESS, YOUNGER SELECTED BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Cagers Dedicated
To Season of Improvement

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“I do not think people expect a
whole lot from us,” Westfield High
School boys basketball captain Ryan
Hess admitted. “But we plan on prov-
ing them all wrong.”

Hess is correct, the expectations
are not high for the Blue Devils in the
upcoming 2010-2011 season. But
after finishing last season with a 10-
11 record, there is without a doubt
room for improvement for a team
with a lot of upside.

Head Coach Kevin Everly was
without a doubt hopeful for the sea-
son. “This is a really good bunch of
kids. I enjoy being around these guys.
They work hard and really care about
what they are doing. They have really
dedicated themselves to getting bet-
ter.”

Coach Everly continued, “You
know the conference is always tough.
We have been successful the last few

years out of conference, but have
struggled a bit in-conference.”

Without a doubt coach Everly is
referring to St. Patrick’s, the peren-
nial basketball powerhouse. This year,
the Celtics will be led by senior
Michael Gilchrist, one of the top re-
cruits in the country, who has already
committed to play at Kentucky Uni-
versity.

However, Coach Everly did not
single out St. Patrick’s as a game the
Blue Devils circle on the calendar.
“Cranford will be big games for us
this year. We do not have Scotch
Plains on the schedule this year, but
we have Cranford twice… It has be-
come a bit of a rivalry for us over the
last few seasons. That game is a good
way to measure our progress as a
team…But we really look forward to
every game. One of the fun things
here is that you really get to play
against some very good teams.”

Coach Everly commented that the

varsity roster had been set but that the
starting lineup was still in the air. No
doubt Hess will be a part of the start-
ing five.

Last year, he led the team in assists
and was second in points. Hess has
shown the ability to take on defenders
and drive to the hoop, as well as
knock down a few jump shots; all
while shooting 73 percent from the
foul line.

The Blue Devils will also look to a
number of seniors to produce. The
other captain is Tim Younger, who is
one of the stronger defenders on the
team and can knock down a few threes.
However, the team’s biggest three-
point threat is Joe Kamarsky, who
knocked down 44 percent of his shots
from behind the ark.

When asked what his team’s goals
for the season were, Coach Everly
said that, “We just want to go out and
play hard and smart every game and
whatever happens, happens.”

all year long. Maybe one! Beyond
that, key third down receptions! He
kept drives going,” commented Coach
DeSarno.

Senior wide receiver Ryan Hess
turned out to be a deep threat and
finished with 17 receptions for 362
yards, including six TDs. Junior James
O’Rourke had 11 receptions for 55
yards. Junior tight end John Lanzano
had six receptions for 129 yards, in-
cluding the game-winning TD against
Linden in overtime. Junior James
McCrea had three receptions for 56
yards, including a TD.

“We had all new receivers this year,
so it took a little time to get their
timing and be comfortable with each
other. Ryan Hess, I thought of him as
more of a possession receiver going
into the season, but he became more
of a big play threat. Later on, we were
able to get John Lanzano in. He had a
big game against Linden,” Coach
DeSarno said. “We had a 1,000-yard
rusher in A.J. and we had a 1,000-
yard passer in Danny. That’s a good
balance.”

Coach DeSarno pointed out that
the Linden game had to be the most
exciting of the 10 games this season.

“What a game! The two teams re-
ally got after it. They had a lot of
talent. A lot of kids had their A-Game
that day,” he said.

As good as he was offensively,
Murray was every bit as good from
his inside linebacker position. To go
with his 40 tackles and 46 assisted
tackles, he added three tackles for
losses, two sacks, an interception and
two tipped passes.

At cornerback, Ondi had 43 tackles
with 12 assists, four tackles for losses,
two interceptions and five knocked
down passes, and O’Rourke had 28
tackles with 13 assists, four tackles
for losses, three interceptions and five
pass knockdowns. Senior safety Pat
Bergin had 41 tackles with 11 assists,
one tackle for a loss, three intercep-
tions and six pass knockdowns. Hess
had two interceptions.

“Kenny Miller, our defensive coor-
dinator, did a great job of putting kids
in the right spots. This year I didn’t
think we were going to be as good
stopping the run, but we were strong
again. The back of our defense was
tremendous. Three out of our top four
tacklers! We didn’t let up too many
big plays,” Coach DeSarno noted.

Great results also came from the
linebackers and the defensive line.
Junior linebacker Pat Johnson made
27 tackles (7 for a loss, 1 sack), 14
assists, two interceptions, two fumble
recoveries and five pass knockdowns.
Lanzano had 13 tackles (3 for loss) 22
assists, two interceptions and two
tipped passes, and McCrea had 18
tackles, 34 assists and an intercep-
tion. Senior defensive end Garrett
Pryor had 29 tackles (5 for loss, three
sacks) 31 assists and three pass
knockdowns, and Nick Matthews
made 19 tackles (6 for loss, sack),
eight assists and two tipped passes.
DeMartino had five tackles (1 loss)
and 13 assists. Juniors Ryan Elliott
made 19 tackles (2 for loss, sack) and
16 assists, while Mike LaFace made
19 tackles (3 for loss, 1.5 sacks) and
15 assists. Junior Mike Mondon made

eight tackles (1 loss) and 13 assists.
Senior Chris Mannino had 14 tackles
(1 loss, 1 sack) and 13 assists. Joe
Rinaldi and Mark Frega (fumble re-
covery) each had eight tackles.
Brendan Dugan, Kurt Kowalski and
Mitch Young had six tackles each.

“I thought we would be a little
weak at linebacker, but we plugged
Pat Johnson in at outside linebacker,
and he had a great year. John Lanzano
at the other outside linebacker did a
nice job on the strong side. A.J. in the
middle, he was probably our best
defensive player the last two years,
and we got good contributions from
James McCrea and Chris Mannino,”
Coach DeSarno said.

Special teams also came through
well, especially on both sides of kick-
offs and punts. O’Rourke had 299
yards on punt returns and 174 yards
on kickoffs, while Ondi had 214 yards
on kickoffs. Jon Gribbin kicked six
field goals and added 29 points after
touchdown. He also handled the kick-
offs and most of the punting respon-
sibilities.

“Jon Gribbin kicked some field
goals and extra points for us. Kickoff
coverage was by far better, and Jon
did a great job of placing the ball,”
Coach DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils’ three losses were
to Bridgewater-Raritan, Immaculata
and, finally, to Hunterdon Central in
the state playoff.

“The three losses that we had the
kids battled and never quit,” said
Coach DeSarno, who considered
Hunterdon Central to be the toughest
team.
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learn how to win.”
Senior running back Quinten

Blackwell led the team in rushing and
finished with 1,050 yards and six TDs.
Defensively, he made 17 tackles, two
fumble recoveries and an intercep-
tion. Anthony Byers had 41 rushes for
282 yards and a TD, and Connor Th-
ompson had 25 rushes for 126 yards.

Of the three quarterbacks, Bret
Kovacs had 40 completions for 584
yards, including seven TDs. Steve
Alleman had 31 completions for 372
yards and a TD, and Thompson had
32 completions for 225 yards. Wide
receiver Moussa Channaoui had 28
receptions for 403 yards, including

three TDs. Sean Colony had 20 re-
ceptions for 251 yards and two TDs.
Matt Jegede had 11 catches for 244
yards and a TD, and Neville Hall had
nine catches for 81 yards and a TD.

Defensively, Hall made 82 tackles
(9 for loss, 2 sacks). Jegede had 92
tackles (3 for loss) and two forced
fumbles. Mike Tufaro made 59 tackles
(4 for loss, 4 sacks). Kyle Berwick had
57 tackles (2 for loss), 1 forced fumble
and a fumble recovery. Matt Manns
had 53 tackles (5 for loss, 2 sacks) and
Andrew Miller made 50 tackles (7 for
loss, 3 sacks). Billy Castore had 36
tackles (5 for loss, 4 sacks).

“So many guys did so many things

for us. Quinten was one of our best
players on both sides of the ball. Matt
Manns on both sides of the ball! Our
wide outs finally started playing at
the end,” Coach Ciccotelli noted.

On the final game of the season, the
Raiders found the way to win with a
38-12 triumph over Millburn.

“A lot of young guys played. We
hope they are willing to make the
commitment. That commitment is to
play other sports, get involved, be in
the weight room and, hopefully, we
will get better. Hopefully, these young
kids will take what the seniors said, ‘to
not quit,’ and build on it, because they
didn’t quit,” Coach Ciccotelli said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WITH GOOD INTENTIONS…Westfield High School seniors Danny Kerr, left, and A.J. Murray simulate signing Letters
of Intent. Kerr intends to play baseball at Brown University, and Murray will head south to play baseball for Georgia Tech.

Joseph Schackman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL BOYS BASKETBALL CO-CAPTAINS…Blue Devil seniors Tim Younger, left, and Ryan Hess are looking
for a season of rapid improvement in a very competitive conference.


