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MURRAY LED IN ‘O’ AND ‘D,’ KERR PASSED 1,000 YDs

Blue Devil Gridders Exceeded
Their Pre-Season Expectations

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Due to inexperience at the varsity
level, there was concern as to how the
offensive and defense lines would
hold up under the pressure of a tough
conference, but the Westfield High
School football team exceeded ex-
pectations, qualified for the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tourna-
ment and finished with a 7-3 record.

“It was something that we were
concerned with. They held up and got
better as the year went on. They turned
into a pretty good unit,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said. “We
weren’t the biggest group, but the kids
fought out there. It was a lot of fun. I
think we overachieved as a group. I

was pleased with our seniors. Our
juniors stepped up. If you told me I
was going to be 7-3 in August, I would
have taken it and ran with it.”

This year, the offense took on a
different look with senior A.J. Murray
becoming the Blue Devils’ power
running back. And it worked!

“We were looking more of a power
running team this year than we did in
the past. We were more of a control
team. We were not that high-scoring
fast break, high scoring type of of-
fense. We did a good job of moving
the chains,” Coach DeSarno said.

With the blocking of the offensive
line, Murray surpassed the 1,000-
yards rushing mark – credited with
1,064 – with 16 rushing touchdowns
(TD). He also had six receptions for
73 yards, including a TD. He also
added a pass completion for 38 yards.

“We had a lot of good drives. In the
five years I’ve been here, this is the
least we’ve punted. [Linemen] Jessie
DeMartino, Ryan Elliott, Tony
Mastrocola really held up. And on
the left side Chris Mannino and Nick
Matthews,” Coach DeSarno recalled.

Senior quarterback Danny Kerr also
reached a milestone by completing 72
of 128 passes for 1,093 yards, includ-
ing 13 TDs and three interceptions.
He also had 197 rushing yards with
two TDs and a 38-yard reception.

Kerr developed a fine batch of
receivers as the season progressed,
and he had the most success con-
necting with the sure-handed junior
wide receiver Peter Ondi, who had
28 receptions for 417 yards, includ-
ing four TDs.

“I don’t know if he had any drops

BLACKWELL BROKE 1,000 YARDS RUSHING, HAD 6 TDs

Turnovers, Injuries Plagued
Raider Footballers’ Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turnovers and persistent injuries
never allowed the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
to get off on the right foot, and the
result was several heartbreaking set-
backs and a 1-9 record.

“Our kids were doing a good job,
but what happened was the bottom
line was it came down to too many
turnovers,” Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli said. “That cost us a lot.
Any coach at any level will say that.
For whatever reason, it is just some-
thing that happens. That was our
Achilles heel.”

The Raiders tripped up with two
interceptions and a key touchdown-
preventing penalty in their very first
game against Westfield. The next
game against Rahway featured lost
fumbles, an interception returned for

a touchdown (TD), needless penal-
ties and a pair of injuries.

After a loss to a tough Delaware
Valley team, the Raiders appeared to
be turning over a new leaf when they
looked very strong against Cranford,
but the ceiling quickly collapsed with
a negated TD and three interceptions
that led to all three of the Cougars’
TDs in a 21-14 win. The very next
week, six turnovers and 65 yards in
penalties transformed a fine start into
a disaster in a 22-7 loss to Somerville.

“It is my firm belief that there’s a
fine line between winning and losing,
unless you are really terrible, and we
were that fine line. A play here, a play
there will change a lot of things
[Cranford]. We had two turnovers in
a row, and Somerville, we turned
over two series in a row. The Rahway
game, we fumbled on the one [yard
line] going in and on the one coming

out. Those things give you gray hairs.”
More injuries plagued the Raiders

in an overtime loss to Voorhees.
“We were banged up. We lost line-

backers. In the Voorhees game, we were
down to our third-team quarterback.
That changed us offensively. Each quar-
terback had different strengths,” said
coach Ciccotelli. “We lost linemen the
first couple of games, so we had to
shuffle our line around. We lost our
tight end. That compounded the situa-
tion. That’s part of football. Part of the
luck is being injury free.”

From that point, the young Raiders
were left wondering how they could
find a way to win.

“There’s no doubt, I think that is
part of it. When you have young kids,
no matter how much you believe in
them, they have to start believing in
themselves. Sometimes, you have to
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin (September files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEMBERS OF THE 1,000 CLUB…Blue Devil quarterback Danny Kerr, left, passed for more than 1,000 yards this season,
and running back A.J. Murray, right, rushed for more than 1,000 yards. The Blue Devils finished with a 7-3 record.

David B. Corbin (Somerville game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A RAIDER MEMBER OF THE 1,000 CLUB…Raider running back Quinten Blackwell, No. 24, finished with 1,050 yards
rushing and six touchdowns. The Raiders completed their season with a 38-12 win over Millburn.

Pearl Harbor Remembered
December 7, 1941 – 69 Years Ago


