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POLICE BLOTTER

THE WAY IT WAS…Second graders from Washington Elementary School in
Westfield spent a day learning about living in the 1700s at the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield. Teachers worked with class parents setting up stations
showing various chores, such as butter churning, and crafts that children used to
do. Pictured, former Washington School teacher and Miller-Cory volunteer
Patricia D’Angelo discusses what life was like for children in the 1770s, in
comparison to today.

Hypertension Clinics
To Wrap For Year

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department will hold
its last monthly hypertension screen-
ing for 2010 on Tuesday, December
14, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

While these clinics are offered in
an effort to assist residents in main-
taining good health, those residents
who are over the age of 30 and who
smoke, or are overweight, or have a
family history of heart disease or
diabetes, and who have not had their
blood pressure checked recently are
particularly urged to attend.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
additional information, call Town-
ship Nurse Susan Higgins at her
Rahway office at (732) 827-2158.

Library’s Digital Download
Enhances Film Offerings

WESTFIELD – Individuals with
mobile devices such as an iPad® and
who enjoy independent and foreign
films are invited to visit the Digital
Download Center at the Westfield
Memorial Library. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

“The Digital Download Center does
not compete with Hulu or television
network sites, but complements them,”
said Library Director Phil Israel. “If
you’re looking for alternatives to mov-
ies and prefer more thoughtful films,
as well as documentaries and travel,
then this is the first site to visit for your
downloading needs.”

Library cardholders also can down-
load audiobooks, eBooks and music
from the library’s website, wmlnj.org.
These items can be checked out to
computers or mobile devices, any-
time and anywhere, by visiting the
library’s website.

The titles can be enjoyed immedi-
ately or transferred to a variety of
devices, including cell phones, the
Sony® ReaderT and the Barnes &
Noble Nook. Some audio titles also
can be burned to a CD, allowing
people to listen on the go. Titles
automatically will expire at the end
of the lending period, so there are no
late fees.

“Our new Digital Download Cen-
ter is not only free and convenient, it
is also an easy one-stop-borrowing
center for everything from movies to
books,” continued Mr. Israel. “As
people become more accustomed to
watching and listening on the go, we
hope that they will think of the library

as one of their main sources for ob-
taining materials.”

To get started downloading mov-
ies, audiobooks, eBooks and music,
interested persons should have their
library card readily available, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the image of
the Digital Download Center.

For more information about other
library programs and services, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090, ex-
tension no. 4140. Individuals also may
sign up on the library’s website to
receive the e-newsletter “Library
Loop” or stop by the library for a copy
of its quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Professor Lesher to Unveil
Novel ‘Abaya Chronicles’

WESTFIELD – “The Abaya
Chronicles,” the debut novel from
Fulbright Scholar and veteran jour-
nalism professor Tina Lesher, will be
featured in an author’s program and
book signing on
Tuesday, December
14, at 7 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial
Library. The library
is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Professor Lesher
will be on hand to
sign copies of the
book, which conveys
the marked change
women in the United
Arab Emirates
(UAE) have experi-
enced over the past
few decades. She also
will give a brief pre-
sentation about the country and her
time there, as well as her experience
writing the book.

The author spent two one-year stints
“embedded” in Abu Dhabi in the UAE,
teaching at a university and observing
the role of women in a society marked
by rapid cultural change. After inter-
viewing many women in the UAE
about changes in their lives over the
past several decades, she returned to
the United States and gave presenta-
tions centered on what she learned
about these Emirati women.

Rather than synthesize her obser-
vations in an academic paper, Profes-
sor Lesher instead chose to formulate

a fictional account that humanized
her experiences.

“I had two goals,” said Professor
Lesher, a Westfield resident. “I wanted
to educate people about Abu Dhabi

and the UAE, and to
do so through a story
about women with
fictional characters
based on a composite
of the wonderful
people I interviewed
or met. And, as read-
ers will see, an
American connection
forms a part of the
story.”

The book’s title re-
fers to the black robe
worn by Emirati
women over their
regular clothing. Ac-
cording to the author,

the abaya serves as a symbol of the
changing role of women in the UAE.

Professor Lesher wrote the novel
while on sabbatical this past spring
from William Paterson University,
where she has taught for more than 20
years. She spent time at Dairy Hollow
Writers’ Colony in Arkansas to
“jumpstart” her writing, and finished
the work in Avalon, N.J., a shore town
that ironically plays a part in the novel.

“The Abaya Chronicles,” published
by iUniverse, is available on
iuniverse.com, Amazon.com,
barnesandnoble.com and other online
book retailers; it comes in hard copy,
soft cover and e-book forms.

Tina Lesher

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

Recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of

White Collar Criminal Defense

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com

ON SALE NOW

AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street 

“WESTFIELD”

“Westfield,” a new volume 
of fascinating images and 
details about our town’s 
rich past, from the archives 
of the Westfield Historical 
Society, by Jayne Book 
Salomon.  $20
Arcadia Publishing, 2010 

Sales at the Westfield Memorial Library 
to benefit the Westfield Memorial Library Foundation. 

www.WMLFoundation.org   908.248.4542 

Soroptimist Int. Plans
Dinner and Auction

WESTFIELD – Soroptimist Inter-
national of the Greater Westfield Area
(SIGWA) will host its Annual Holi-
day Dinner with a Silent Auction to
benefit local charities on Wednesday,
December 15, beginning at 6:30 p.m.
It will take place at the Echo Lake
Country Club, located at 515 Spring-
field Avenue in Westfield.

Attendees may bring items to do-
nate to be auctioned off, and/or bid on
items that others have donated. New-
comers are welcome. Soroptimist
International is a women’s service
organization that supports charities
through local fund-raising activities
and events. Admission is $40. For
more information, call Jeanne at (908)
917-9900.

  twitter.com/warehousecc     facebook.com/newjerseysamplesale
info@newjerseysamplesale.com  

www.newjerseysamplesale.com

49 Dean St
Englewood, NJ

Mon-Thurs 10-6
Friday 10-8 Saturday 10-6

WAREHOUSE Cheap & Chic Store Hours  & Locations

Jewelry & Accessories from $5

BUY   GET  FREE     
of equal or lesser value: December 3 - 9

Offer Cannot be Combined with Other Discounts

8 Depot Square
Englewood, NJ

Mon-Sat 10-6

70 E Ridgewood Ave
Ridgewood, NJ

Mon-Sat 10-6

For more info call 1.646.236.7256

6 South Park St
Montclair, NJ
Mon-Wed 10-6
Thurs-Sat 10-8

Sun 11-6

17 Elm St
Westfield, NJ
Mon-Sat 10-6

Sun 11-6

57 Route 23
West Belt Plaza

Wayne, NJ
Mon-Sat 10-6

 Sun 11-6

244 Westwood Ave
Westwood, NJ

Mon-Sat 10-6

Cheap & Chic SHOES Store Hours  & Location

Home Show Tonight
To Aid Relay For Life
MOUNTAINSIDE – A Relay for

Life Home Show fundraiser will be
held tonight, Thursday, December 9,
from 7 to 10 p.m. at the home of
Marianne Jennings at 481 Bayberry
Lane in Mountainside. Featured ven-
dors will include Avon, Cards AMi,
Creative Memories, Lia Sophia,
Longaberger, The Pampered Chef and
Unique Boutique Pocketbooks.

All proceeds will benefit the Ameri-
can Cancer Society through David
Jennings. David is a junior at the Acad-
emy for Allied Health Sciences in
Scotch Plains and is a past “all star”
Relay for Life fundraiser. For addi-
tional information and directions to
the home show, call Marianne Jennings
at (908) 654-6414.

Westfield
Tuesday, November 30, Sharon

McMahon, 23, of Toms River was ar-
rested at North and Lenox Avenues on
an active Westfield warrant in the amount
of $106. She was released after posting
bail.

Tuesday, November 30, James S.
Dillollo, Jr., 28, of Clemons, N.Y. was
arrested and charged with shoplifting at
a business on the 600 block of West
North Avenue. According to police, $315
worth of crystal Christmas tree orna-
ments was removed from the store.
Dillollo was released on his own recog-
nizance with a summons pending a De-
cember 8 court date. Authorities re-
turned all merchandise to the store.

Thursday, December 2, Nicholas
Kinney, 29, of Phillipsburg was arrested
at the Hunterdon County jail on a
Westfield fugitive warrant for $500.
While Kinney was in the custody of the
Westfield Police Department, authori-
ties discovered two warrants for him
from Annandale, for a total of $1,600;
an Asbury Park warrant, for $1,000, and
a Springfield warrant, for $750. He was
committed to the Union County jail on
the Westfield warrant.

Thursday, December 2, a business on
the 200 block of East Broad Street re-
ported the theft of approximately $168
worth of hardcover books. There were
no suspects at the time of the report.

Friday, December 3, Tyree Mills, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested after surren-
dering himself at Westfield police head-
quarters on an active Westfield warrant.
He was processed and released on $106
bail.

Friday, December 3, Ceni Messercola,
36, of Scotch Plains was arrested on the
600 block of West North Avenue and
charged with shoplifting $193 worth of
jewelry. She was processed and released
on her own recognizance.

Friday, December 3, Anthony Duffy,
41, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Roselle traffic warrant for $200. He was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Friday, December 3, Edwin Vargas,
Jr., 21, of Roselle Park was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for
$106. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, December 3, officers responded
to the 100 block of East Broad Street on
a report of a fight in progress. Upon their
arrival at the scene, they located a juve-
nile, who police determined to be the
victim of an assault. The suspect, who
fled the scene, also is believed to be a
juvenile. Both the victim and the suspect
are believed to be from Westfield. Patrol
officers transported the victim to
Westfield police headquarters. His par-
ents responded to police headquarters,
refused medical treatment and took cus-
tody of their son. The matter currently is
under investigation.

Saturday, December 4, Briana
Giovanella, 24, of Westfield was ar-
rested during a traffic stop in the area of
Walnut and Elm Streets. Authorities dis-
covered three outstanding Westfield traf-
fic warrants for her. Giovanella was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting $229 cash bail. The motor ve-
hicle she was operating was impounded
for having an expired registration. She
also received a summons for driving
with a suspended license.

Scotch Plains
Monday, November 29, a resident of

Donamy Glen reported that her credit
card company notified her that someone
attempted to commit identity fraud after
they attempted to open a second credit
card in the victim’s name.

Tuesday, November 30, a resident of
Sycamore Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone entered her un-
locked vehicle while it was parked in the
driveway and removed a GPS valued at
approximately $100.

Wednesday, December 1, a resident
of Stoneleigh Drive reported that some-
time between Friday, November 26, and
Wednesday, December 1, someone at-
tempted to gain entrance to his garage
by pushing on the door. According to
police, entrance was not gained.

Thursday, December 2, a resident of
Pheasant Lane reported that someone
attempted to open up a store credit card
in her name.

Thursday, December 2, a resident of
Arrowood Drive reported that a tenant
gave him a check in the amount of
$2,500 and when he attempted to cash
it, there were insufficient funds.

Thursday, December 2, Louann Vena,
50, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. According to police, she
failed several field sobriety tests at the
scene and was transported to headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Thursday, December 2, Dwayne
Otha, 20, of Union was arrested for
possession of drug paraphernalia af-
ter a motor-vehicle stop at which time
the officer observed the paraphernalia
on the front seat. He was transported
to headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, December 2, Eric Steed,
35, of Elizabeth was arrested for an
outstanding Union warrant in the amount
of $300. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, December 3, a resident of
Plainfield Avenue reported being the
victim of assault after an ex-girlfriend
grabbed her and pushed her into a table.
According to police, it is unknown what
caused the incident.

Saturday, December 4, Barry Kelly,
46, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
crack cocaine after a vehicle he was a
passenger in was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police,
while speaking with the driver the of-
ficer observed Kelly attempting to hide
something under the seat. He was trans-
ported to headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, December 5, Ivan Escobar,
50, (address unknown) was arrested and
charged with obstruction of justice after
an officer on routine patrol observed

Escobar walking on Route 22. Accord-
ing to police, while the officer was speak-
ing with Escobar, he refused to take his
hands out of his pockets and then at-
tempted to flee. After a brief struggle he
was placed under arrest, transported to
headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail. No evidence of crimi-
nal activity was found in the area Escobar
was arrested, police said.

Fanwood
Sunday, November 28, a resident in

the 200 block of North Avenue reported
that sometime between Friday, Novem-
ber 26, at 3 p.m. and Sunday, before
4:45 p.m., someone damaged two spot-
lights in his yard.

Thursday, December 2, Nicholas
Soper, 24, of Edison was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for an outstanding warrant out
of Piscataway. Christina Mendez, 21, of
Elizabeth, a passenger in the vehicle,
was arrested for an outstanding Eliza-
beth warrant. Both were transported to
headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, December 2, a 1991 Jeep
Cherokee was reported stolen from the
Coriell Avenue. According to police,
while investigating the theft a vehicle
reported stolen out of Union was recov-
ered at the Coriell location. The Jeep
was later recovered in Millburn.

Friday, December 3, Lydia Jolicoeur,
32, of Elizabeth was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Pleasant Avenue
for an outstanding Hillside warrant. She
was transported to headquarters pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, December 3, Jerry Rodriguez,
33, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding Westfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. He
was transported to headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, December 4, Phillip Hay,
31, of Ewing was arrested for an out-
standing Kenilworth warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
transported to headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, December 5, a business in
the 50 block of South Avenue reported
that a black male, approximately six
feet tall and 50 years of age and wearing
a skull cap, removed approximately $50
worth of merchandise and fled without
paying.

Sunday, December 5, a resident on
MacLennan place reported that some-
one wrote letters in his freshly poured
sidewalk.

Tuesday, December 7, Pamela Dela-
Cruz, 38, of Rahway was arrested for an
outstanding Highland Park warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. She was transported to head-
quarters, processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 1, Yolanda T.

Campbell, 51, of Irvington was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pected suspended license after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22.

Wednesday, December 2, Leon D.
Walters, 29, of Plainfield was picked up
at the Scotch Plains Police Department
for contempt of court. He was detained
overnight for a Thursday morning court
date.

Thursday, December 2, Curtis
Randall, 27, of Newark was arrested
and charged with for DWI, obstruction
of justice, resisting arrest and aggra-
vated assault against a police officer.
According to police, an officer observed
Randall driving in the right lane of Route
22 traveling between 20 to 25 mph in a
50 mph zone and swerving between
lanes. The officer initiated a motor ve-
hicle stop and observed Randall to be
incoherent and confused at which point
he asked him to exit the vehicle.

The officer asked Randall to remove
his hands from his front pockets at which
point he began flailing his arms, police
reported. The officer, along with the
help of a Springfield officer who re-
sponded to the scene, attempted to hand-
cuff the suspect when a struggle ensued
causing injury to the Mountainside of-
ficer and the suspect, who was eventu-
ally forced into a police vehicle after
prescription drugs were removed from
his pockets, authorities said.

Randall was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed, placed in
a cell until he calmed down at which
point he was transported to Overlook
Hospital for treatment, authorities re-
ported. The officer was also treated at
the hospital for his wounds. A blood test
was also conducted due to the officer’s
exposure to the suspect’s blood, police
reported.

Thursday, December 2, police re-
sponded to Deerfield School on the re-
port of a missing fourth grader. Accord-
ing to police, the child was to be brought
home by another student’s parent, but
the parent could not locate the child. A
short time later the child was located on
a school bus and returned home.

Friday, December 3, a resident came
into headquarters to report that some-
one scratched her driver’s side door
causing damage. According to police,
the victim feels she knows who caused
the damage and police are investigating.

Saturday, December 4, Reginald
Reynolds, Jr., 24, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22. Ac-
cording to police, he failed several field
sobriety tests at the scene at which time
he was transported to headquarters, pro-
cessed. And released to a responsible
party.

Saturday, December 4, Matthew W.
Feinstein, 27, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged for driving with a
suspended license after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released at
the scene.

Monday, December 6, a patron of a
Route 22 storage facility reported that
he had hired his brother and a friend to
move furniture in perfect condition from
his residence into storage. According to
police, when the victim went to check
on the furniture, he found approximately
$15,000 to $20,000 worth of damage to
all the pieces including paint poured on
a couch. It is uncertain who is respon-
sible for the damage or how or when it
occurred, but police are investigating,
authorities reported.


